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Parliamentary DEBATES. 


The following Caſe being deſigned by the Duke 


of Marlborough to be repreſented to the ho- 
nourable houſe of Commons, in vindica- 
tion of himſelf, from the charge of the 

Commiſſioners of accom ts, in relation to 
the two and a half per Gon: for bread and 

bread-waggons, it may not be improper to 
_ inſert it here; having before taken notice of 
the reſolutions of that houſe ce this | 
matter. 88 . 


» 3 


. Dube i of Marloein oy s er. and 


W 4 Mas of himſelf. 


HEN I firſt heard of the 1 | 
before the Commiſſioners for taking the 
publick accompts, I was abroad, and in 


the Cant 8 1 and tho? the account I gave you 
by letter, was not, in their opinions, ſo full, but 


they have thought themſelves obliged, notwithſtand- 
ing that, to lay the matter before you, I think my- 


{elf however bound to own the Juſtice: they have 


been pleaſed to do me, in reporting that En alſo, 


together with her Majeſty's letter. 
Jam ſenſible the nature of the ſervice to which 
the report relates, might occaſion many miſtakes, 
without any imputation to the gentlemen concerned 
in that commiſſion, and I am ſure, that thoſe gan- 
SSL. VA B tlemen, 
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tlemen, every one of them, and every other gentle- 
man here, will be glad to find himſelf convinced, 
that as I have, in ſome meaſure, deſerved the good 
opinion of my countrymen on former occaſions, fo 
nothing will appear in this, which can draw upon 
me the blame of this heuſe. 5 
The firſt article in the report is founded upon the 
depoſition of Sir Solomon de Medina, by which you are 
informed of a yearly ſum paid by him and his pre- 
deceſſor, contractors for bread and bread-waggons, 


to myſelf. This payment in my letter I have called 


a perquiſite of the General or Commander in chief 
in the Low-Countries ; and it has been conſtantly ap- 
plied to one of the moſt important parts of the ſer- 


vice there, I mean the procuring intelligence, and 


other ſecret ſervice. 

The Commiſſioners are pleaſed to obſerve, that 
theſe ſums cannot be eſteemed legal perquilites, 
becauſe they do not find them claimed or recei- 
ved by any other Engliſh General in the Low-Coun- 


tries. But I muſt take leave to affirm to this. 


houſe, that this perquiſite or payment, has been al- 
lowed to the General, or Commander in chief, in 
the Low-Countries, both before and ever ſince the re- 
volution, to enable him to carry on ſuch ſecret ſer- 


vice, The like allowance was made to Prince Val. 


deck, whilſt he was General of the Dutch army in 
Flanders ; it was made during the laſt war as well as 


this, and for your farther ſatisfact ion in this matter, 


I am content to refer myſelf to Sir Solomon de Medina, 


who cannot but own, that when he made this al- 


lowance, he knew it to be the conſtant practice du- 
ring the former wars in the Loco. Countries, and par- 
ticularly when Prince Waldect commanded there. 
And if it be a circumſtance worth your notice; he 


muſt inform you alſo, that the allowance of wag- 
gons, which the report takes notice of, is uſual lie- 


wiſe; that he has allowed the like, or near the like 
number, to Count T7ʃ/ ), tho“ he was not Velt-Mare- 
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(chal, and that there is a proportionable allowance of 
the ſame kind to other officers. The report may 
have obſerved very rightly, that by the ſtricteſt en- 
quiry the Commiſſioners could make, they cannot 
find that any Enghſh General ever received this per- 
quiſite. But I preſume to ſay, the reaſon is, that 
there was never any other Eugliſb General beſides 
myſelf, who was Commander in chief in the Lo- 
Countries, I crave leave then to ſay, that this obſer- 
vation in the report, was occalioned thro* the waht 
of due information in the uſage of the army. In 
receiving this as an eſtabliſhed and known perqut- 
ſite, I have followed and kept up that uſage which 

I found in the army, when I firſt entered upon 
that ſervice 3 and upon this ground alone, I hope 
that this houſe will not think that I was unwarranted 
in taking it. 1862 SHE 
But that no doubt may remain with you, I will 
ſtate, as well as I can; what I have learnt, and du- 
ring that time I have been in the ſervice, has been 
always underſtood to be the ground, as well as the 
deſign of this allowance. The contracts of bread 
being of neceſſity at the ſame rates for the whole 
army, and It being for the ſecurity of the ſervice, 
thoſe contracts ſhould be in the feweſt hands, the 
certain gain upon fo large a ſum as a contract for the 
whole, or great part of the army, even at the loweſt 
prices, makes this yearly allowance to have been 
thought not unreaſonable from the contractors. This 
being an allowance generally ariſing from the con- 
tracts that concern a variety of troops, under the 
ſame General, muſt naturally fall under the directi- 
on, and come into the hands of the Commander in 
chief, as an allowance to enable him to carry on 
ſuch defigns as could not be foreſeen, but yet ne- 
ceſſary to be put in execution, and which chiefly 
depend upon intelligence. ee 
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T thought it more needful to give you this account 
of the nature and deſign of this allowance, becauſe 
I obſerve from the report, that the objection is to 
the juſtice and reaſonableneſs of the perquiſite itſelf, 


without having regard to the application or uſe for 


which it is intended. 
But the Commiſſioners apprehend this not to be 
a juſtifiable perquiſite, becauſe they ſay, the pu- 
blick, or the troops, neceſſarily ſuffer in proportion 
th every ſuch perquiſite. 

If theſe obſervations were well ſt, I ſhould 
think them good reaſons to put an end to the allow- 


ance, and at the ſame time to blame thofe who firft - 


introduced it : But I take upon me to affirm, that 
this neither is, nor can be the caſe. I have never 
heard a complaint either of public or particular in- 
jury from this allowance; nor does the report aſſign 
any particular wherein it may be judged to be ſo. 
This allowance to the General, can have no in- 


fluence upon the contract itſelf, which is actually 


made and ſigned at the treaſury, and the price regu- 
lated by what the Srates have agreed to pay for the 
bread for their forces. I appeal to all the officers 
who have ſerved with me in Flanders, whether the 
forces in her Majeſty's pay, have not all along had 
as much, and as good bread, as thoſe of the States, 


and at the ſame prices; which every body will be- 


lieve to be the loweſt, that conſiders the frugal 
cconomy of the States, and the ſmall Pay of their 
troops. And therefore, I may fafely conclude, that 
if the Engliſh have had their bread as cheap as the 
Dutch, they have had it as cheap as was poſſible. 
Nor indeed can it be imagined: to be otherwiſe ; for 
the very ſuppoſition of two different prices, paid by 
different troops in the ſame; army, for the ſame 
quantity. of bread, would occaſion a mutiny. 


But this whole. affair has been ſo regulated, and 


there has been ſo little occaſion of complaint, that 


it 
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it is well known our army in Flanders has been du- 
ly ſupplied with bread during the whole war, and 
has received it with an exactneſs that will bardly be 
thought conſiſtent with the ſecrecy, and ſuddenneſs 
of ſome of the motions that have been made. 

The report farther ſays, that the General is the 
ſole check upon the contractor; that he is to take 
care of the performance of the contract, and to 
judge of all deductions to be made from, and al- 
lowances to the contractor. And from theſe ſug- 
geſtions it infers, that under theſe circumſtances, it 
is a breach of crult 1 in him to receive the perqui- 
ſite. 

This 8 amounts to no more than ſug- 
geſting a poſſibility of inconveniences from an an- 


cient uſage in the army. And if by calling the 


General the ſole check upon the contractor, is meant, 
that he is the perſon: who is to receive complaints 
concerning the execution of the contract, (and fo 
far only is true,) I affirm, that upon all complaints 
I have given full redreſs ;. either by ordering other 
bread, or the value in money, at the choice of the 
troops: For the truth of which, I appeal to the of- 
ficers of the army. And as to the General being to 
judge of all deductions to be made from, and al- 
lowances to the contractor, I am entirely a ſtranger 
to any ſuch deductions and allowances, of which the 
General is ſuppoſed to be the Judge. 

One circumſtance remains upon this article, which 
J barely touch upon, to remove a prejudice raiſed 
by the report, from the caution and ſecrecy with 
which it is ſaid the money has been received. This 


is ſupported only by an allegation, that my Secre- 


tary Mr. Cardonnel, had declared upon oath, that he 
never heard or knew of any ſuch perquiſite, till 
lately; which it is ſuppoſed he ought to have done 
as Auditor of the bread account. But I take leave 
to ſay, 1, That he never was Auditor of the bread 


account, nor has any thing to do with it. 24, 
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Tho? it is ſaid in the report, that he declared upon 
oath, yet I cannot obtain or hear of any ſuch depo- 

ſition; nor is it poſſible he could declare fo. In 
this part of the report, there muſt have happened 


ſome miſtake. For I preſume Mr. Cardonnel, who 
is a member of this houſe, can't but declare that he 
knows of this perquiſite; tho? he might be ignorant 
of the ſame, till notice came to the camp of what 
Sir Solomon de Medina had ſworn. 

As to the 1 per cent, ſaid to be allowed to Mr. 

Sweet for 1 payment, I do aver that I knew 

And tho? Sir Solomon de Medina has 
often complained to me of Mr. Sweet's payments 
not being regular, I do not remember he ever men- 
tioned the 1 per cent. 

Now, as to the ſecond article in the report, al- 
low me to obſerve to you, that it has ariſen only 
from the information I myſelf gave the Commil- 
ſioners by my letter to them: This matter having 
relation to that part of the ſervice to which the ſums 
in the former article have been applied ; that the 
Commiſſioners might have a true ſtate of it, I choſe 
to inſert a ſhort account of it in my letter to them. 

If I did this voluntarily, out of duty to the pu- 


blic, I hope I ſhall be thought to have given you 


information upon a certain belief, that I was alto- 
gether blameleſs in the part I have had in it. 

A will be neceſſary that I trouble the houſe with 
an account of the time and occaſion whence this 


payment of two and a half per cent. by the foreign 


as commenced. 


During the laſt war, the allowances by Parlia- 
ment for the contingencies of the army, of which 
that of ſecret ſervice is the principal, was, 50000 l. 
per Ann. But this allowance fell ſo far ſhort of the 


Expence on that head, that upon the proſpect of this 


war's breaking out, the late King aſſured me, that 
this laſt part of the ſervice never coſt him leſs than 
70000 J. per n, However, the allowance of 
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Parliament for the whole contingent ſervice during 
this war, has been but 100007. per Ann. 3000 1. 
of which, or thereabouts, has generally gone for 
other contingencies, than that of intelligence. The 
late King being unwilling to come to Parliament for 
more money, on that head of the ſervice, propoſed 
this allowance from the foreign troops, as an expe- 
dient to aſſiſt that part of the ſervice, and com- 
manded me to make the propoſition to them; 
which I did accordingly, and it was readily con- 
ſented to. By this means, a new fund of about 
13000 J. per Ann. was provided for carry ing on the 
ſecret ſervice, without any expence to the public, 
or grievance to the troops from whom the allowance 
was made; for when the public pays, thoſe troops 
are not at all affected, or one farthing increaſed in 
conſideration of this deduction; nor is there in any 
conventions for them any weight laid upon it, the 
hire of foreign troops being governed by ſettled 
rules and treaties, and the conventions of the States 
for them, being in the ſame terms. 

This expedient being formed in the manner I have 
ſhewn, her Majeſty was pleaſed to approve it by her 
warrant, which being underſtood as a confirmation 
or an agreement with the foreign troops, not nego- 
ciated by, and by conſequence” not within the care 
or buſineſs of the treaſury, was counterſigned by the 
Secretary of ſtate, whoſe province it belonged to, as 
the only proper officer. 

The true deſign of this deduction being to ſupply 
the ſecret ſervice, Gentlemen, I hope you will ob- 
ſerve, that this, together with the ſum on the for- 
mer article of the allowance by Parliament, when 
put together, doth fall ſhort of the allowance given 


by Parliament in the laſt war, upon this head. 


I cannot ſuppoſe that I need ſay how eſſential a 
part of the ſervice this is, that no war can be con- 
ducted ſucceſsfully, without early and good intelli- 
gence, and that ſuch advices cannot be had but at a 
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very great expence. No body can be ignorant of 
this, that knows any thing of ſecret correſpondence, 
or conſiders the numbers of perſons that muſt be 
employed in it, the great hazard they undergo, 
the variety of places in which the correſpondence 
muſt be kept, and the conſtant neceſſity there is 
of ſupporting and feeding this ſervice z not to men- 
tion ſome extraordinary expences of a higher nature, 
which ought only to be hinted at, And I affirm, 
that whatever ſums have been received 'on this ac- 


count, have been conſtantly employed in procuring 


intelligence, in keeping correſpondence, and other 
ſecret ſervice. If any Gentleman ſhould doubt this, 
and imagine that this expence could have been ſup- 
ported by the 10,000 J. per annum, I deſire them 
to conſider, that the preſent war in Flanders, from 
the beginning of it, has been an offenſive war; the 
campaigns early and long, the variety of actions 
have been very great, wherein ſo many battles have 


been fought, lines forced, and ſo many ſtrong towns 


taken with trenches opened ; but yet during the laſt 
war, which was of another kind, if regard be had 
only to what was allowed by the public, it is cer- 
tain, that the charge on this head, in three cam- 
paigns of that war, came to at leaſt as much as all 


the ten campaigns of this. And though the merit 


of our ſucceſſes ſhould be leaſt of all attributed to 
the General, the many ſucceſsful actions, ſuch as 
have ſurpaſſed our own hopes, or the apprehenſions 


of the enemy, in this preſent war in Flanders, to 


which our conſtant good intelligence has greatly 


contributed, muſt convince every Gentleman, that 
ſuch advices have been obtained, and conſequently 


that this money has been rightly applied, 
Having given this full and faithful account of 


the riſe and uſe of this deduction, it muſt, I flatter 


_ myſelf, appear to every body that hears me, to 


have been a real ſervice, as well as ſaving of money 


to the public, And though honour is due to the 
2 mee 
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memory of the late King who formed this expe- 
dient, and to her Majeſty who approved of it, by 
her warrant, I cannot upon this ground apprehend - 
any. imputation to my ſelf, who have purſued this 
ſo much to the advantage of my country. 

Before I take notice of the remarks made by the 
Commiſſioners upon this part of the letter, I make 
one general obſervation upon the nature of this de- 
duction, which thoſe Gentlemen throughout their 
report call public money, and to be accounted for 
in the ſame manner that other public money is 
uſually accounted for. But the notion I apprehend, 
is wholly miſapplied, as will appear by ſhortly 
_ ſtating the fact itſelt, By the treaties with the fo- 
reign Princes for the hire of their troops, the whole 
ſubſidies ſtipulated for are due, and the receipt is by 
them given for the whole money, which is a ſuffi- 
cient voucher to diſcharge the pay-maſter in the 
Exchequer, and thereby the account, as to the pub- 
lic. This deduction ſo made, does not properly 
iſſue out of the Exchequer, but of the money of the 
foreign troops, for their proportion of the contin- 
gencies: And therefore I till apprehend, I ſpeak 
properly, when in my letter I affirm, that this two: 
and a half per cent. does not belong to the public 
accounts. But as this deduction ariſes from the 
agreement ſet on foot by his late Majeſty, and 
confirmed by her Majeſty, as it comes in here as a 
proportion of the expence, which ought to fall upon 
the foreign troops, and being applied to a part of 
the public ſervice, Gentlemen may, if they think 


fir, in this ſenſe, call it public money, to be ac. 


counted for, in ſuch a manner as the nature of the 
ſenſe admits, and as the PR allowance to the 
ſame ſervice is accounted 

Having thus explained this matter to you, I beg 
the patience of the houſe to go on, and conſider the 
particular remarks that have been made upon it. 


Firſt, 
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Firſt, It has been objected, that her Majeſty's 
warrant has been kept dormant for nine years, and 
the deduction concealed from the knowledge of the 


Parliament; but ſurely the warrant cannot be ſaid 


to have been kept dormant, that has been lodged in 


the hands of the Pay- maſter- general's deputy in 
Holland, which was delivered to me out of the 
office of the Secretary of State, ſigned by her Ma- 
jeſty, and counter-ſigned by him, as all warrants 
are, and which could not poſſibly be concealed 
from the Commanders of ſo many foreign troops, 
nor indeed from the troops themſelves, which con- 
fiſt of ſo many thouſand men, without whoſe know- 
ledge the deduction could not have been made; and 
who, if it had been in the leaſt uneaſy to them, would 
no doubt have complained. In what ſenſe can this 
be called a dormant warrant, which, from the time 
it was ſigned, had been in the hands of the proper 
Officer, and conſtantly and publickly put in exe- 
cution? The report adds, that the deduction has 


been concealed from the Parliament; for which it is 


faid, I have not aſſigned ſufficient reaſons ; but as 
there has been no concealment, there could be no 
need of aſſigning reaſons for it; much leſs was it 
neceſſary to lay accounts of the money before the 
Parliament, it being no part of the eſtimate for the 
ſervice, nor of any influence on the money to be 
given by Parliament : For the ſubſidies to the fo- 


reign troops are goverried by previous treaties, and 


therefore muſt have continued the fame, though 


this deduction had never been made: Beſides, that 
the Exchequer is diſcharged of this money, on the 


receipt from the foreign troops for the compleat 
ſubſidy. I have ſaid in my letter, that this being a 


free gift of the foreign troops, does not properly re- 


late to the public accounts :, Upon which the Com- 
miſſioners obſerve, that this is inconſiſtent not only 
with the words of the warrant, which ſuppoſes an 
agreement, but with that part of my letter 3 

5 | * 
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takes notice of this ſtoppage, to be ſtipulated for by 
me as Ambaſſador; and from thence the report 
concludes, that this money 1s to be accounted for, 


as other public money is: But this obſervation I _ 


take to be grounded upon the miſtaken notion of 


public money, which, as has been already obſerved, _ 
being meant of money granted by Parliament, 


and ſtanding, in charge in the Exchequer, can never 
be applied to this payment ; which 1s a contribution 


by the foreign troops, out of their own money, 
and not out of the money of Greaz- Britain. T might 
ſay, that though this deduction has been ſubmitted 
to by the foreign troops, during this war; yet it is 


ſo far voluntary at this day, that it depends barely 
upon a parole ſtipulation, and when umbrage ſhall 
be given, may, at any time, be receded from by 


them. This report farther objects, that the 10,000. 


iven for contingencies, is not confined to the Bri- 
ziſh troops, but was intended for the 40,000 men, 
without diſtinction. Now the contrary to this is 
evident; for, in the eſtimate laid yearly before 
this houſe, it is plain that this is given for the Bri- 
tiſb troops only, and not for the reſt of the 40,000 
men; and in the eſtimate for the foreign troops, 
the article of contingencies is omitted, for no other 
reaſon, but becauſe by this warrant it was otherwiſe 
provided for; and therefore the words of the war- 
rant are, for defraying contingent expences relating 
to them, which is plainly ſaid in oppoſition to the 
contingent money allowed for her Majeſty's own 
troops; and the like contingent money has not only 


been allowed upon all other parts of the ſervice, 
but it will appear, by examining what has been ſo 


allowed, that the ſums have exceeded in propor- 
tion what has been ever allowed for the army in 


Hlanders: But the report adds, that the 10, 000 J. 


has not been always thought exempt from account, 


as appears from a privy ſeal bearing date in March, 


1706, wherein there is a clauſe releaſing me _ 
3 | | | a ſum 
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a ſum, part of the 10,000 J. which the report ſaid, 
ſuppoſes it had otherwiſe been to be accounted for. 
When I ſay in my letter, that the 10,000 J. given 
by Parliament, is without account; I dare ſay, I 
cannot eaſily be miſunderſtood : The nature of the 
thing not admitting of a particular account, and the 
conſtant practice never requiring any. In all the 
accounts during the war, of that money, my re- 


ceipt has been a ſufficient diſcharge ; but that not 


being a regular voucher for, the Pay- maſter, it has 
been thought neceſſary from time to time, to grant 
a privy ſeal, to enable the Pay-maſter to -paſs that 
part of his account : And though there be that clauſe 
inſerted in the privy-ſeal, mentioned in the report; 


of which, I affirm, I was unacquainted, I yer pre- 


ſume to ay, that it was not only needleſs, but alſo 
contrary to all practice, both before and ſince; for 
the truth of which, Lappeal to the Pay- maſter-ge- 
neral, who will do me en in it, if any Gentle- 
man can doubt it. 

As to the legality of the warrant, which is = 
next objection, the Commiſſioners having barely 


touched on this, as not duly counter-ſigned, I 


think it ſufficient . to ſay, that this warrant, being 
principally intended for confirming, an. agreement 
with the foreign Princes, was properly counter- ſign- 
ed by the Secretary of ſtate for that province, rather 
than by the Lord-Treaſurer, who could have no- 
thing to do with it; however, I muſt believe, that 
an error of this kind, if any body ſhould think it 


' ſo, which depends upon a nicety, cannot be thought 


to affect the General, whoſe part has only been to 
apply the money as the warrant directs. | 

But it is further remarked, that neither the ftop- 
page nor payment of this money, have been regu- 
larly made. Firſt, not the ſtoppage, becauſe the 
warrant directs it ſhould be, ſtopped in the hands of 
the Pay-maſter, or his deputy. But this method 


does not appear by the Pay- maſter's account, to 


have 


Aron. DEBATE 6, 


have been purſued ; but, on the contrary, it is ſaid, 
that the payments to the foreign troops are always 


compleat, and the receipt taken in full, without 


any notice of the deduction. But yet I preſume to 


ſay, the ſtoppage has been regularly made, in pur- 
ſuance to the warrant: The deputy Pay- maſter is 
expreſly authorized by the warrant, to make that 
ſtoppage; and it is of neceſſity he ſhould make it, 


who reſides abroad, where the matter muſt be 
tranſacted, and the ſtoppage applied. And it may 


not be amiſs to obſerve, that in caſes where deduc- 


tions are intended to be accounted for, as public 
money, the warrant, which authorizes ſuch deduc- 


tions, directs the ſame to be accounted for, and the 


manner in which it is to be done: But where de- 
ductions are made by virtue of warrants that con- 


tain no ſuch directions in them, as in the preſent in- 
ſtance, it hath been preſumed, that there was no 
intention ſuch deductions ſnould be accounted for to 


: 


the public. 1 A! 
Next, as to the payment, this is ſaid not to be 
according to the warrant, becauſe neither Mr. Bridges, 


nor Mr. Cardonnel, ever ſaw any warrant from me, 
directing the payment of it. I am not furprized, if 
the Gentlemen, in this circumſtance eſpecially, might 
not be apprized of the method of iſſuing money 
for ſecret ſervice, which could be only in my own 
knowledge. But for their information, and the 


ſatisfaction of the houſe, I take the liberty to ac- 


quaint you, that the method of iſſuing this, and the 
public allowance of 10,000 /. for ſecret ſervice, hath 


been exactly the ſame, and in this manner: 


I ſend my letters to the deputy Pay-maſter, re- 
quiring the payment of the ſum I have occaſion for, 


to myſelf; and for ſuch ſums as are received from 


time to time, giving my receipt. This is the order 
of the General, which is meant by her Majeſty's 
warrant 3 and which alone is practicable in this as 
well as in the inſtance of the 10,000 l. contingent 


money. 
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money. Nor is there any Gentleman that conſiders 
the nature of ſecret ſervice, but muſt ſee it is not 
poſſible by the General's warrant, to direct the pay- 
ment to the perſon, for whoſe uſe it is received. 

But the Commiſſioners are of opinion, that the 
deputy Pay-maſter ought to have tranſmitted con- 
ſtant accounts of this deduction, to the Pay-maſter 


general. If I could expect the houſe could expect 


from me an account of a circumſtance, for which 
the deputy Pay- maſter alone is anſwerable, I ſhould 
take the liberty to ſay, that in my poor opinion, 
if he has not tranſmitted ſuch accounts, it muſt be, 
becauſe he 1s neither required nor authorized, by her 
Majeſty's warrant, to do ſo. He is only obliged to 
make the ſtoppage, and iſſue the money upon my 
orders, which he has done. Nor can I conceive it 
to be of any uſe to the public, or the Pay-maſter 
general, to have received ſuch accounts; he not 
being chargeable with any ſuch ſtoppage ; nor are 
the receipts for it any part of his vouchers.  * 
The laſt objection is, that the deduction being 
made for defraying contingent expences to the fo- 
reign troops; if the whole has been employed in 
ſecret correſpondence, ſuch a diſpoſition, not being 
authorized by the warrant, is a miſapplication of pub- 
lic money, But though it is ſaid in the warrant, 


to be for defraying contingent expences relating to 


the troops, the reaſon it is ſo expreſſed, I take to be 
nothing elſe, but that in the eſtabliſhment for the 
forces ſerving abroad, the word con/ingencies hath 
always comprehended ſecret ſervice, that having 
always been what was principally meant by that 


article. And this is ſo evident, that if ſecret ſervice 


be not included under the word contingencies, that 
important part of the ſervice would have no allow- 
ance from the public for it, which I preſume will 
not be thought expedient. And therefore, though 
the deduction be declared to be for contingencies, 


no ſtreſs can in juſtice be laid upon that word, to 


prove 
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prove it was not deſigned for ſecret ſervice. And 


indeed, this is confeſſed immediately after, in the 


report it ſelf z which ſays, that the article for ſecret 
ſervice, was always included in the 10,0007. given 
for contingencies, But if ſecret ſervice be meant 
by, or included under, contingencies, in the efta- 
bliſhments for the Britiſb troops; how can it be ſup- 
poſed, that the words contingencies in the warrant 
for the foreign troops, is not to be underſtood in 
the ſame manner? Ts 

No body can doubt, but contingencies, or con- 


tingent expences mean the {ame in both; and there- 


fore ſecret ſervice muſt be included in both, or nei- 
ther: But I cannot better explain this whole matter, 
than by ſuppoſing, that ſecret ſervice being an affair 
that affects the whole army, the charge of it is to 
be laid in proportion upon the whole. But the 
ſhare of the Britiſb troops is borne by the public, 
while the ſhare of the foreigners. is raiſed upon the 
troops themſelves by the deduction, which is there- 
fore ſaid to be for defraying ſuch contingent ex- 
pences as relates to them; that is, for their ſhare of 
the expence of. ſecret ſervice, which being prin- 
cipally, and in the firſt place meant by. contin- 


gencies, there is no oppoſition between the ends di- 


rected by the warrant, and thoſe that the money 
has been applied to, and conſequently there has 
been no miſapplication of it: I have nothing to 
add upon this article, but to take notice of a great 
miſtake, even in the ſecond computation which is 
made in the report relating to this deduction, for it 
is ſaid, that the whole ſtoppages from the troops 


I5 


in Handers, have amounted to the ſum of ak 


177,6591. 17 s. od. when, in truth, computin 
them from May, 1702, the time they were firſ 


made, they do not exceed 151,748 l. taking the 


exchange at a medium between eleven guiluers, and 
ten puilders, ten ſtivers: So that this deduction 


for 
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for the ten years, comes to no more than 1 5,174 /. 
165. a year. 

Upon the whole matter, I cannot but hope this 
houſe will find reaſon to be ſatisfied with this part 
of my conduct; and I think it no ill ſervice, that fo 
neceſſary and important a part of the war, and 
which has turned to ſo good an account, has been 
managed with ſo little expence to the public: And 
I may, with the greateſt certainty, aſſure them, 


that all other parts of the ſervice have been carried | 


on with all the good huſbandry. that was poſſible. 
And ] believe, I may venture to affirm, that I have, 
in the article for ſecret ſervices, ſaved the govern- 
ment near four times the ſum this deduction amounts 


to. Which I muſt reckon ſo much money ſaved to 
thc * 6 


E may een take notice, that arc to the 
Queen? sanſwer tothe reſolutions of the houſe 
0 of Commons, in relation to the Duke of Marlborough, 
Orders given Orders were given about the beginning of April, 
2 to the Attorney-General, to proſecute his Grace, 
— for the two and a half per cent. deducted from the 
foreign troops in her Majeſty's pay, which had been 
voted to be public money, and that it ought to. be ac- 
counted for. But it was the general opinion of thoſe 
who had peruſed the Duke's caſe, many written 
copies of which were handed about, long before it 
appeared in print, that there is no law on which 
an action may be laid againſt his Grace, upon ac- 
count of the ſaid deduction, for which on the ap- 


K 


Ab 


plication thereof, he can plead her Majeſty's warrant. 


Fer- e en On the other hand, ſome foreign Princes, whoſe 
caim the troops were in her Majeſty's pay, did, about this 


Baff, cent. time, order their Miniſters to repreſent, that the 


ney, w 


of Or ment. to 


= ther mo- ſaid two and a half per cent. was their own money, 
they arewit- but that they were willing to allow it as a free. gift 
— 3 to the Duke of Ormond, as they had done bofore 
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to the Duke of Marlborough, which was a full jus 


ſtification of the latter, and proved no ſmall morti- 
fication} to his Grace's enemies, who, after a great 


deal of noife and buſtle, could fix nothing upon his 


Grace. 2 . 
Notwithſtanding this diſappointment, endeavours 
were uſed to make good the charge of miſmanage- 


'ment againſt the noble perſon, who, with the Duke 


of Marlberough, had the greateſt ſhare in the late 


adminiſtration ; as appears by the following extract 


of the ſecond report of the Commiſſioners, for the taking, 
examining, and ſtating the publick accounts, which on 
the 17th of the laſt month, was laid before the 
houſe of Commons. | 


Secend report of the Commiſſioners of publick 


accounts, laid before the Commons, March 


17, 1711-2. 


VR R Commiſſioners here humbly preſent a 
ſtate of the receipts and iſſues of her Majeſty's 
Exchequer, from the feaſt of St. Michael 1710, to 
the feaſt of St. Michael 1711, taken from the re- 
turns made to them by the ſeveral Officers concern- 
ed in the management of the publick revenue; to 
which they beg leave to add their obſervations on 


ſome matters of fact, that have appeared to them in 


the proſecution of their enquiries, 
They do not preſume to urge any reaſons for 


their not having made a greater progreſs, becauſe 
they humbly hope the houſe will believe their ut- _ 


moſt application hath not been wanting. But 
they take the liberty to repeat what they formerly 


mentioned, that the whole accompts of the army 


(which is the greateſt branch of the publick expence) 
are not yet delivered to them; though as they are 


aſſured by the Pay-maſter of the forces abroad, all 


diſpatch is uſed in ce accompts; and 
OL, VI. 5 your 
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your Commiſſioners cannot effectually enquire into 
the miſmanagements of the army, which they have 
in view, till thoſe accompts are compleatly brought 
before them, and till they ſhall have compared the 
ſeveral facts with the particular articles relating to 
them; for it is from thence they will be able to 
draw the beſt and trueſt obſervations, and to form 
the juſteſt and moſt exact repreſentations. 

Your Commiſſioners conceive it not improper to 
begin this report with the revenue of Scotland, be- 


| cauſe ſome facts of conſequence, and, in their opi- 


nion, highly deſerving the confidetationh of the 
houſe, have occurred to them in the examination 


- thereal 


But, before they offer their e they 
muſt take notice of a very material circumſtance re- 
lating to this revenue; which is, that they cannot 
find any commiſſion for conſtituting Lords Com- 
miſſioners of the treaſury there, from the time of 
her Majeſty's acceſſion to the throne, till after the 
Union, the laſt commiſſion before the Union, bear- 
ing date the zoth of January, 1696, | 

By an act of Parliament paſſed in Scotland, Oc- 
tober the 9th, 1696, it is amongſt other things en- 
acted, That no commiſſion civil or military, ſhall be- 
come void by the death of the King, but that the ſame 
ſhall continue in force the ſpace of ſix months, unleſs re- 
called bythe next ſucceſſor. 

On the death of King William, a proclamation 
was iſſued, by which all Officers civil and military 
were authorized and required, to act in all things 
conform to the laſt commiſſions and inſtructions 
they had from his late Majeſty, till new commiſ- 
ſions from the Queen could be prepared; 1 ſent 
down to them. 

Some time after this, new cotnmindas were ent 
down, appointing all the Officers civil and military 
in Scotland, except only thoſe for the- treaſury, for 

Which no commiſſion was granted by her * 
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till the 23d of June, 1707. But, we muſt obſerve,” 
that by the uſage of Scotland, when any alteration 
is made in the treaſury, it is not done by renewing 
the commiſſion as here in England, but by a letter 


from the crown. And her Majeſty was pleaſed to 


make ſo many alterations, that the major part of the 
Commiſſioners were changed within the time of her 


acceſſion to the throne, and that of the Union, by 
n in the form ates | 


6 WHEREAS we. have reſolved to appoint 


* A. B. to be one of the Commiſſioners of our trea- 
ſury, theſe are therefore to authorize and require 
you to admit and receive him as one of your 


number ; hereby, giving and granting to him, 


and immunities whatſoever, thatare, or have been, 
competent to any other Commiſſioner of treaſury, 
and declaring theſe preſents to be for his admiſſion, 
of as full force, ſtrength, and effect, as if he had 
been nominated and appointed in and by our com- 
miſſion granted to you under our great ſeal, where- 
anent, we have thought fit to diſpenſe. 


From Abende it is obſervable, that che whole 
publick revenue of Scotland was for ſome time left 
without any legal direction or government. For 


the commiſſion of King William could be continued 


by virtue of the act of Parliament, no longer in 


force than ſix months, nor by the proclamation, 


any longer than till her Majeſty's ſigning the firſt 


the words, as if he had been nominated and appointed 


in and by our commiſſion granted to you under our great 
ſeal, ſeem to determine the effect of that procla- 


mation, and ſuppoſe a commiſſion granted by her 


Majeſty. But allowing the firſt letter was not a 
total repeal of King Williant's commiſſion, and only 

a repeal in part; yet it muſt be admitted, that as 
55 RE ſoon 


the ſame power and authority, with all privileges 
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letter, after the expiration of the ſix months: For 
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ſoon as her Majeſty had added a majority of new | 
Commiſſioners, or ſo many as being joined with the | 


leſſer number of the old, would make a majority, 


then the old commiſſion was ſuperſeded, and the 


treaſury under a new (if any) adminiſtration. 
Now your Commiſſioners are humbly of opi- 
nion, that theſe letters referring to a patent which 


was never in being, wanted a foundation, and could 
by no conſtruction of law ever have any operation | 


or effect, and that thoſe, who, under colour of 
them, were admitted into the Treaſury, have acted 
without authority. 


But, we preſume not to argue how far their pro- 


. _  ceedings may be thought illegal, or whether her 


Majeſty may be ſaid to have been deceived by this 
negle& or miſmanagement, or how extenſive the 
miſchiefs have already been, or may hereafter be to 
Scotland, or how far it will involve the people there, 
who have been concerned in contracts, leaſes, pur- 
chaſes, or otherwiſe, with the Treaſury, | 
But certain it is, that the publick hath been ren 


dered liable to many inconveniencies, and her Ma- | 


jeſty muſt have been deceived when ſhe ordered 
loans from the treaſury of England to the treaſury of 
Scotland, particularly that of 20,000 pounds in the 


year 1706. For the Treaſury of Scotland, not being 
then (as we obſerve) rightly conſtituted, could nei- 


ther give ſecurity for money lent, nor legally make 
repayment of it. | | | 
Your Commiſſioners therefore with great ſubmiſ- 
ſion, propoſe it to the houſe, whether this defect 
will not want the aſſiſtance of the Legiſlature, or 


whether the preſent proceedings of the court of Ex- 


chequer in Scotland, relating to any miſmanagements 
of the revenue thereof, during this ſuſpenſion of the 
commiſſion-and legal power of the Treaſury, are not 
void, and conſequently, whether the judgments 


grounded upon them will not be found ineffectual. 


But 
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But having humbly mentioned this circumſtance 
of the treaſury of Scotland, we will proceed to the 
revenue, and begin with an account of the loan of 
20, oo0 l. in the year 1706, as it appears to us in 
the manner, and by the evidence following. 


We having ground to believe, that conſiderable 
ſums of public money had been ſent from Eng- 


land to Scotland, when the act of Union was under 
conſideration, in the Parliament there, enquired into 
the reaſons of it, and underſtanding that Sir David 
Nairn had been concerned in the receipt and remit- 
tance of 20,0007. we examined him on oath, and 
he declared to the effect following. 

That in the year 1706, he received the ſum of 


20,0001. at two ſeveral payments; 10, ooo l. on the 


17th of OZober, and 10,0001. more on the 26th of 


November following; for which he gave two receipts 


to Sidney, Earl of Godolphin, then Lord Treaſurer 
of England. Lp 1 

That this money was lent, as he declared, by her 
Majeſty to the treaſury of Scotland, upon a repre- 
ſentation from the Duke of Queensbury, Earl of 


Seafield, Earl of Marr, Earl of Loudoun, and Earl 


of Glaſgow, that there were deficiencies in the civil 


liſt, and upon their promiſe that it ſhould be repaid, 


which he thinks, was accordingly done out of rhe 
equivalent money : That he was empowered by a 
letter from the Lords of the treaſury in Scotland, to 
receive that money here, and to give a receipt for 


it, which he accordingly did, and by their direction 
remitted it to the Earl of Glaſgow, at Edinburgh; 


but knows nothing certain of the diſtributing of it, 


21 


has heard only, that it was paid to the Lord Twedale,. = 


and other of the Queen's "ET, | 
All which is confirmed by the Earl of Glaſ- 


gow, who, in return to a precept of your Com- 


miſſioners, after giving a particular account of the 
diſtributing of the 20,0007. in Scotland, declares on 
oath, (to uſe his own words) that it conſiſted with 
7 C 3 | his 
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his own proper knowledge, that 12,3257, were 
paid back, after the Union, to the Earl of "Godolphin, 
then Lord Treaſurer. 

But your Commiſſioners Gling no mention of 
the receipt of this ſum of 12, 325“. or of the other 
remaining part of the 20, ooo J. in the certificates or 
books of the Exchequer, were unwilling to make 
any repreſentation of the fact, till they had given 
the Earl of Godolphin an opportunity of declaring 
what he knew of this loan to Scotland; and on ſome. 
queſtions propoſed to his Lordſhip relating there- 
unto, he made the under written depoſition. 

The right honourable the Earl of Godolphin being 
ſ worn, depoſeth, That be had the Queen's commands 
in the year 1106, or thereabouts, when the kingdoms 
of England and Scotland were ſeparate, to lend to the 


treaſury of Scotland the ſum (as he thinks) of 20, ooo]. 


that be cannot recolleft whether any part of it was re- 
paid, but that he underſtood it was to be ere for 
ber Majeſty's ſecret ſervice 1 in Scotland. 


Juras 25 Feb. 1711. +20 190 Gopou yn. 


The day after this depoſition was nde his 
Lordſhip tranſmitted the ane latter to pom! 
Commiſſioners. . s 


„ Saen, 2 56 Feb. 1711-2, 
N purſuance of what I faid to you yeſterday at 
I your board, I have endeavoured to recollect my- 
e ſelf as well as I am able upon the ſubject you men- 
£ tioned to me, and do believe, that 12, 000 l. or there- 
* abouts, was repaid to the Queen by her ſervants 
* of Scotland, and to the beſt of my remembrance, 
they prevailed with her Majeſty not to require the 
Gentlemen, 7 
Dur moſt — Ge, 
G0 DO HIN. 


P. S. When 


P. S. When I ſaid yeſterday, that I underſtood 
this money was to be made uſe of for the Queen's 


« ſecret ſervice in Scotland, I only meant that 1 


thought ſo, but was not certain of it.“ 


Your Commiſſioners, after the receipt of this let- 
ter, gave the Earl of Godolphin the trouble of com- 
ing to them a ſecond time, and then his Lordſhip 
was pleaſed to make another depoſition in theſe 


terms. 


The right honourable the Earl of Godolphin being 
ſworn, depoſed, That the 12, ooo l. or thereabouts, 
mentioned in his Lordſhip*s letter of the 25th of Fe- 
bruary 1711-2, to the Commiſſioners of public ac- 
compts, and ſaid to be repaid, was not, as he remem- 
bers, repaid to bis. Lordſhip, nor doth bis Lordſhip 
know of any account of it, nor of any warrant for the 
diſpoſal of this particular ſum, fince the repayment of it, 
to any perſon, whatſoever. ths 


GoDoOLPHIN. 


On a view. of the whole caſe thus ſtated, your 
Commiſſioners humbly offer the following obſer- 
Yations. il, 4 - 
That it is plain by tlie two letters from the Lords 
of the treaſury in Scotland, that this ſum of 20,0007. 
was not advanced to them by way of ſecret ſervice, 
or as a gift, but as a loan, on promiſe of repayment, 
and receipts were accordingly given for it by their 


Agent here; but your Commiſſioners are at a loſs to 


explain ſome expreſſions in theſe letters, via. That 
© oppoſers' to the Union would make ſome noiſe, 
if her Majeſty's letter was read in the treaſury 3 
that they had been obliged to give promiſes to 
< ſeveral perſons, and without the ſum deſired, they 


*' would be diſappointed, which might prove of bad 
C 


4 con- 
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© conſequence ; that they would not have it known, 
< that her Majeſty lends any money, c. : 
Nor will we preſume to gueſs at the reaſons of 
theſe inſinuations, but humbly' conceive, that if the 
money had been fairly applied to the pretended 
e there could have been no juſt occaſion 
or ſo much caution and jealouſy. 
But, whatever inducements the Lords of the trea- 


ſury in Scotland, might have for tranſacting this af- | 


fair in ſo ſecret a manner, we are of opinion that 
the perſons employed here by her Majeſty ought 
not to have parted with the money, till her Ma- 
jeſty's letter had heen read in the treaſury of Scot- 


land, and till a proper ſecurity, had paſſed there 


for it. | 

Whereas, it was paid on the receipt of a private 
Agent, and at the requeſt of private perſons, for 
ſo we muſt take leave to call the noble Lords of 
the treaſury; for, the Earl of Marr was never in 
this commiſſion, and the Earl of Loudoun had for 
ſome time been removed from it. . , 

However, ſince the loan was made, (as appears 
by the depoſitions on all hands) it is to be con- 
ſidered, whether the money was ever repaid, and 
this cannot be ſo well underſtood, as by comparing 


the evidence of the two noble Lords. 


Firſt then, the Earl of Glaſgow depoſes in poſi- 
tive and expreſs terms, that 12, 328 J. was paid 
back to the Earl of Godolphin; and in a letter to 
your Commiſſioners, he affirms, that he had already 
accounted with the Earl of Godelphin for the money 
remitted, from the iſt of May 1706, to the 1ſt of 
May 1707, from England to Scotland, which evi- 
dence it muſt be allowed, would at leaſt be ſufficient 
to charge the Earl of Godolphin with the article of 
12,3251. had it not (in ſome meaſure) been contra-- 


' dicted by the Earl of Godolphin's firſt depoſition, 


wherein, his Lordſhip is ſo far from charging 
Ah 0:96 
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himſelf with the receipt of that particular ſum, or 
with paſſing any account with the Earl of Glaſgow 
for the whole, that he could not recollect, that any 
part of it was repaid, but ſays, that he underſtood, 


it was to be employed for her Majeſty's ſecret ſer- 
vice in Scotland, nor is this variation reconciled in - 


your Commiſſioners humble opinion, either by his 


Lordſhip's letter, or ſubſequent depoſition. | 
For though his Lordſhip recollects himſelf in his 


letter, and ſays, that he believes, 12,000 J. or there- 
abouts, was repaid to the Queen by her Majeſty's 
ſervants in Scotland, and to the beft of his remem- 
brance, they prevailed with her Majeſty not to re- 
quire the remainder of the 20,0007. and that when 
he ſaid, he underſtood the money was for ſecret ſer- 
vice in Scotland, he meant, that he thought ſo, but 
was not certain of it; yet that does in no fort con- 
firm or concur with the evidence of the Earl of Gla/- 
got; but this letter being ſent only on a doubtful 
recollection; and the facts contained in it being of- 
fered with ſo much uncertainty, your Commiſſioners 
forbear to make any concluſions from it. 


But the laſt depoſition ſeems to return to the firſt | 


contradiction of the Earl of Glaſgow's evidence, for 
notwithſtanding his Lordſhip does there admit the 


repayment of the 12,000 J. or thereabouts, as men- 


tioned in his letter, he denies it was repaid, as he 
remembers, to himſelf, and depoſes, that he doth 


not know of any account of ir, nor of a warrant 
for the diſpoſal of it, ſince the repayment, to any 
perſons whatſoever ; which is abſolutely incon- 
ſiſtent with what the Earl of Glaſgow mentions in 


his letter, concerning his paſſing an account for 


this money, beſides the repayment is ſuppoſed by 


the Earl of Godolpbin to be made to the Queen, 
whereas the Earl of Glaſgow (as it hath been faid) 


charges it poſitively upon the Earl of Godolphin 
himſelf, Ty ONE. ry Che 


How 
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How far theſe depoſitions and letters are capable 
of being explained into a conſiſtency with each 
other, your Commiſſioners muſt leave to the wiſdom 
and determination of the houſe ; but it is obvious, 
that there is no where any pretence of a repayment 
of the 7, 675 l. the remainder of the 20, ooo J. nor 
any 1 ON ann of mo; 12,3254. ſince 
N e. | iR 
So that no . of the money appearing to have 
been applied to her Majeſty's ſervice, your Com- 
miſſioners are humbly of opinion, that the whole 
remains to be accounted for to her Majeſty.  . 
As to the revenue of Scotland, your Commiſſio- 
ners doubt not but the houſe will be pleaſed to con- 
ſider, that they muſt neceſſarily have met with many 
difficulties to their enquiries into the miſmanage- 
ment of it, by reaſon of the remoteneſs of the place, 


where all the offices and records, relating to the 


publick money, are kept, from whence, not only 
diſcoveries and informations, but witneſſes, to prove 
and make good the ſame, muſt be brought, and 
this would have been attended with ſo much trouble 
and expence, that ſome examinations have been 
rendered impracticable, which in another year may 
be proſecuted with better effect. 

\ Your Commiſſioners therefore humbly hope, that 


ſorne general obſervations on the preſent ſtate of the 


Scots revenues, will anſwer what is now expected 


from them with relation to that kingdom. 


By the ſtate of the crown rents, exhibited to your 
Commiſſioners from the Barons of the Exchequer, 
it appears, that they are ſo burthened with grants 
within theſe few years, and the exorbitant falaries 
of the ſeveral Collectors and Stewards, that the 
greateſt, and by much the beſt part of them is ex- 
hauſted; beſides, it is worthy obſervation, that of 
the little which ſtill remains to the crown, very 


conſiderable arrears are ſuffered to continue in the 
vaſlals . 


The 
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The revenues of the Biſhops (which, after the 


ſubverſion of epiſcopacy, were annext to the crown) 
are in a worſe ſtate than the other crown rents. 

For there are few ſigned and authentick rentals 
of the revenues of the ſaid biſhopricks to be found 
in the Exchequer, and ſuch as are, do differ in ſo 
many particulars from the charge the ſeveral col- 
lectors do bring upon themſelves, that there appears 
no certain rule for making a charge upon the ſaid 
Collectors, nor to aſcertain the yearly produce of 
that revenue. 


There can be no oor] upon many articles in 


the diſcharge of the Collectors accounts, ſuch as 
grants to ſeveral laymen, univerſities, and Preſby- 
terian ſeminaries, and allocations by virtue of the 
Lords of ſeſſion's decrees,” for the augmentation of 
Miniſters ſtipends and School-maſters ſalaries; be- 
cauſe the grants and rights of ſeveral grantees are 
not duly entered in the records of the Exchequer, 
and the Collectors cannot prevent their payment 
till theſe grants and rights are recorded, and the 
validity thereof conſidered: Many of theſe grantees 
have entered into poſſeſſion, and raiſe the rents 
themſelves, or refuſe to pay their tythes. 

Under theſe difficulties it was impoſſible for your 
Commiſſioners; at this time, to ſtate a certain ac- 
count of the yearly produce of theſe revenues, or 
how and on what account they are burthened. 

But, by the beſt eſtimate we can make, after de- 
ducting the grants and allocations claimed and re- 
tained by the ſeveral grantees, the publick taxes and 


other allowances craved by the Collectors, tjñe 


whole revenue of all the biſhopricks at a medium 
for ſeveral years (part of the rents being paid in 
kind, and cauſing the yearly produce to vary) 


amounts to no more annually to the Queen than 


600 J. or thereabouts, excluſive of the revenue of the 


deanery of the chapel royal, which is about 2 39/7. 
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and enjoyed by Mr. William Carſtaires: From which 
6007, above 50017. per annum hath, for theſe ſeveral 


years paſt, been deducted for the ſalaries of two 
perſons employed to collect the fame. 


We have enquired into the management of the 


money given by England as an equivalent to §cot- 
land, for ſuch part of the Scots cuſtom and exciſe, as 
was applicable, by the articles of the Union, to the 
yment of the Engliſh debts contracted before the 
nion. ee ee 5 
And we do obſerve, that the firſt commiſſion, 
dated the ↄth of June, 1707, appointing Commiſ- 
ſioners of the equivalent, conſiſted of twenty five 


perſons, whereof ſixteen were members of the houſe 


of Commons, and laſted for two years; that the 


houſe of Commons having addreſſed the Queen to 


reduce the number of thoſe Commiſſioners, becauſe 
the greateſt part of the equivalent money was iſſued 


a new commiſſion was appointed, dated the 26th of 


July, 1709, conſiſting of fifteen perſons, which till 


continues. 


That each Commiſſioner being allowed a yearly 
ſalary of 30017. the ſalaries of the firſt Commiſſioners 
amounted to 7, 500 J. per annum, and the-ſecond to 
4,5001. per annum; the whole in four years time be- 
wg 24,000 /. 9 4 5 

From whence it appears, that a great part of the 
money that was defigned for paying the publick 


debts of Scotland, has been expended, as your Com- 


miſſioners conceive, contrary to the true intent and 
meaning of the articles of the Union, and the ſub- 
ſequent acts of Parliament relating to this money. 
For your Commiſſioners are. ppinion, that the 
receiving and diſtributing of the equivalent money, 


was not a work of ſo intricate a nature, nor attend- 


ed with ſuch difficulties and labour, but that it 
might have been ſufficiently performed by a much 


leſs nurmber of Commiſſioners than were appointed 
in either of the commiſſions, and thereby a large 
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ſum of money ſaved and applied for payment of the 


public debts, many of which remain ſtill unſatis- 
fied. | | 


By the 15th article of the Union, it was agreed, 


that the yearly ſum of 2000 J. ſhould be paid, for 
the ſpace of ſeven years, out of the equivalent money, 
for encouraging of the manufactories of coarſe wool, 
the firſt 2000 J. to be paid at Martinmas, 1707, 
and the like ſum at each Martiumas during the ſaid 
ſeven years. e 

By the ſixteenth act of the Scotch Parliament, 
intituled, An act concerning the public debts, it is 
provided, that the ſaid ſum of 2000 J. per Annum, 
ſhall be paid previous to the public debts. 


By both the aforeſaid commiſſions, the Commiſ- 


ſioners are required to apply the equivalent money 
in the terms, and after the manner and the uſes 
preſcribed by the aforeſaid articles of the Union 
and acts of Parliament. 

Nevertheleſs, in the ſtate of the caſh of the 
equivalent, exhibited to us by the Commiſſioners, 
they charge themſelves with 140007, appointed 


for the coarſe wool, but in the diſcharge, it does not 


appear, that any ſum has been applied or reſerved 
for that purpoſe, the whole ſum of 398,0857. 10 5. 
being iſſued and expended for other uſes. 
And we cannot but take notice, that tho* they 
charge themſelves with the ſaid 398,085 J. 105. 


ſpecifying the particular uſes to which every part 


thereof was appropriated ; yet in the diſcharge of 
the ſaid account, inſtead of applying the ſaid 


ſum to the aforeſaid appropriated uſes, they ſtate- 


13,4801. 55s. 5 d. as the ſalaries of 21 Commiſ- 
ſioners, from the 5th of Fune 1707, to the 25th 
of Fuly, 1709, being two years and 51 days, and 
9000 J. as two years ſalary of the 15 preſent Com- 


miſſioners, from the 25th of Fuly 1709, to the 


26th of Fuly. 1711, amounting in ths whole 
| . do 
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to 22,4801. 5s. 5d. of which they have received in 


money the ſum of 19, 698 J. 18 5. 10 d. 4 and they 
ſtate the anne 2,781 . 65. 6 d. d as a balance 


to them. 


By the act of the 6th of the Queen, intituled, An 
act for the further payment of the equivalent, each 


Commiſſioner of the equivalent is allowed a yearly 
ſalary of 300 J. but it is expreſly provided, that the 


fame ſhall be paid out of any ſum of money, (other 
than the ſum of 398, 085 J. 105. the firſt equivalent 
money,) that has, or ſhall become due to Scotland 


by way of equivalent. 


From which we humbly conceive, the Commil- 
ſioners have no right to demand and ſtate the ſaid 


ſum of 22, 480 J. 55. 5 4. out of the ſaid ſum of 


398,08 5 J. 105. paid to them. 
The Commiſſioners by the ſtate of the caſh, have 
overpaid the ſum of 2,78 1 J. 65. 6 d. 2, whereas we 


humbly conceive, that if they be compelled to ac- 
count in the terms of the articles of the Union acts 
of Parliament, and their own commiſſion, there 


doth remain in their hands the ſum of 19, 698 J. 185. 


: 10 d. = detained by them for the payment of their 


ſalaries, and for which they are accountable. 

The cuſtoms of Scotland before the Union, were 
let in leaſe by the Lords of the treaſury there, and 
your Commiſſioners having reaſon to believe, that 
the farmers thereof, were guilty of many illegal 
practices highly prejudicial to trade, and her Ma- 


jeſty's revenue ariſing from the cuſtoms before and 
ſince the Union, have made ſome enquiries into that 


affair. But the ſame being a matter of great con- 


ſequence, very intricate, and attended with many 
difficulties, your Commiſſioners beg leave to poſt- 


pone a particular eee rt thereof, till they ſhall be 


better prepared to ſet it in a true light. 


Your Commiſſioners being informed, that the 


Com niſſioners appointed by an act of the fixth year 
of her Majeſty's reign, intituled, An att for paying 
the 
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the debentures of fiſh and fleſh, cured with foreign ſalt 
imported before the Union, and aſcertaining the price of 
foreign ſalt remaining in Scotland, had not applied 
all the money given by the ſaid act to the uſes 


therein mentioned, and particularly, that they had 


made ſeveral deductions from the ſaid debentures, 
and price of ſalt allowed by law, did require the 
ſaid Commiſſioners to exhibit a ſtate of their ac- 
compts; in which it did not appear, that they had 
made any deductions whatſoever ; the full value of 
the debentures, and price of the ſalt delivered over 
to the Queen's uſe, being ſtated in their diſcharge. 
But having examined on oath Mr. Gilbert Stewart, 
one of the ſaid Commiſſioners, he depoſed, That the 
ſum of 2,780 l. 8 5. 1 d. was proportionably deducted 
from the ſaid debentures and price of falt, on ac- 
count of charges in obtaining of the act of Parlia- 
ment, for paying the ſaid debentures on ſalt. 
That this was done by the conſent of almoſt all the 


proprietors, who by a deed under their hands did 


appoint a Committee of their own number, to ſtate 
and allow ſuch deductions on this account as they 
ſhould think reaſonable. Which Committee did 
agree to the ſaid ſum of 2, 780 l. 85. 1 d. and di- 


rected the payment thereof in the manner, and to 


the perſons mentioned in an act ſigned by them, and 
exhibited on oath to your Commiſſioners by the ſaid 
Mr. Gilbert Stewart. Hire „ 
By an article in this account the ſum of 193. is 
ſtated as paid to William Cockran, Eſq; on the ac- 


count of his charges in obtaining the act of Parlia- 


ment for paying the ſaid debentures on ſalt. 
And the ſaid Mr. Stewart did on oath acquaint 
the Commiſſioners, that Mr. Cockran was concerned 
in trade with the ſaid S/ewart and others, who gave 
a commiſſion to Mr. Cockran to go to London, and 
diſpoſe of a quantity of goods they had ſent thither, 
and did promiſe to pay him what charges and ex- 
be N | pences 
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pences he ſhould be at on that account. That af- 


*terwards, when Mr. Cockran returned from London, 
he charged and claimed in his account, 300 J. as his 


expences, which Mr. Stewart and his partners allow- 
ed him, with this proviſo, that he ſhould pay to 
them whatever ſum ſhould be given as a gratuity 


from the proprietors of the ſalt and debentures, on 


account of his ſervices in obtaining the ſaid act. 
That accordingly, when the ſaid 195 J. allotted to 


Mr. Cockran, was paid, he gave his receipt for it: 


But the ſaid S/ewart retained the money, and after- 
wards divided it betwixt himſelf and partners in 


trade; conformable to the above-mentioned agree- 
ment with Mr. Cockran. 


- Your Commiſſioners having humbly given their 
thoughts on the miſmanagement in the public re- 


venues of Scotland, will now proceed to ſuch obſer- 


vations as have occurred to them in purſuing the 
accounts of that of England. 

Firſt, We have endeavoured to examine into the 
reaſon, how ſo large ſums of public money remain 
{till unaccounted for by the perſons intruſted with 
it; and we conceive this proceeds from the neglect 
of thoſe in iſſuing proceſs. For in ſome caſes, pro- 


ceſs hath never been iſſued ; in others, where it hath 


been iſſued, the returns were generally Nichils, or of 
very ſmall iſſues, even where the accomptants were 
poſſeſſed of conſiderable eſtates in land, and other 


valuable effects. | 


And there hath not been only a neglect of iſſu- 
ing proceſs againſt accomptants, but warrants have 
been often granted from the treaſury, to ſtop the 


execution thereof when iſſued, where accounts have 


been many years depending, and where there was 
reaſon to ſuſpect the circumſtances of the ac- 
comptants, which though grounded upon better 


pretences than any yet appear to your Commiſ- 


ſioners, muſt be an imputation of miſmanagement. 
Cont, | | | | Some 
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Some attempts have been made of late towards 
curing this evil, for a capias ad computandum, which 
is the moſt eſſential proceſs of the Exchequer, and 
which hath for many years been diſuſed, is now re- 


vived, and an office appointed to iſſue it againſt the 
perſons of the accomptants, where a diſtringas is not 


ſufficient. This hath been done with ſo good effect, 
that accounts of money, impreſſed many years 
paſt, have been lately delivered to the auditors. 

Many inſtances of what is here aſſerted have ap- 
peared to your Commiſſioners, in certificates deli- 
vered on oath by the proper Officers, ſome of which 
we humbly lay before you, c. | 

But as the neglect of paſſing accounts, according 
to the rules and methods of the Exchequer, has been 
a great detriment and loſs to the public; fo it has 
been a great prejudice, that many accounts have 
been paſſed by privy-ſeals, and in an extraordinary 
and irregular manner. For on peruſing and exa- 
mining ſome of them, we find that they have not 
been deſired ſo much to ſupply the want of form, 
(the only colourable pretence for allowing them) as 
to juſtify unreaſonable and extravagant payments, 
ſuch as are directly contrary to the rules of the 
navy; not warranted by the eſtabliſnments of the 
army, nor grounded on any treaties or conventions 
with foreign Princes. 3 

In the privy-ſeals granted or craved, and for 
which warrants are obtained by the Pay-maſter of 
the army, ſeveral articles are included, which, as 


far as we are capable of judging, ought not to have 
been allowed. 


As in particular for ſecret ſervice; which had no 


relation to the army. 5 
For paying the foreign forces in Britiſh pay, ac- 
cording to the eſtabliſhment, without muſter- rolls; 
which your Commiſſioners are of opinion was one 
great reaſon that no care was taken to Keep the corps 
compleat. 5 
Vor. VI. 5 For 
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For allowing contingencies and extraordinaries 
according to the Dutch Secretaries certificates, with- 


out farther vouchers. - 


For payment to the Electors of Treves and Cologn, 
not referring to, or grounded on any treaty. 

In a privy- ſeal for paſſing the accounts of Paul 
Methuen, Eſq; ſon of John Methuen, Eſq; we find 
the following extraordinary payments allowed. 


The charge of embarking one, and diſem- 
W another Dutch regiment. 

2. Three * thouſand Mill Rees, on a bill drawn 
by the Prince of Heſſe on Monſ. Schonenburgh, the 
Dauich Plenipotentiary, which being refuſed by him, 
was paid, as is ſet forth in the privy-ſeal by the 
faid Mr. Methuen, for the honour of that Prince, 
and there declared it ought to be repaid by the 
Stales- General. 

3. One thouſand five hundred Mill Rees expend- 
ed in preſents given to the Emperor of Morocco, in 
maintaining his Ambaſſador. 

4. Thirty five thouſand five hundred ninety five 


Mill Rees, for the ſubſiſting, cloathing, and arming 


of Spaniards. For the payment of which, we do 
not find he had any authority but the King of Spain's 
order. 

5. One thouſand one hundred and twenty five 
Mill Rees for freight of the King of Spain's coaches 
and horſes, and powder, preſented to him by the 
King of Portugal. 


In the account delivered to us by Mr. Methuen, 
he charges 7, 635 Mill Rees, as paid on account of 
the Spaniards before-mentioned, which was nor in- 
cluded in the privy-ſeal, and owns that for ſeveral 


N. 8. A chouſand Mill Rees amount to about 350 . 
ſterling. 


articles 
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articles allowed in the privy-ſcal, no vouchers could 
be produced. 


There are great ſums due on bonds for her Ma- 


jeſty's cuſtoms, which has occaſioned a conſiderable 
loſs to the government, the merchants from whom 
they were taken, being many of them, with their 
ſecurities, become inſolvent. This loſs we appre- 
hend, might, in ſome meaſure, have been prevent- 
ed, had the bonds been put in ſuit, as they ought 
to have been, immediately after they became due, 
and not continued ſo long in the Remembrancer's 
hands without proſecution, or had care been taken 
not to have ſuffered the merchants to have engaged 
into new bonds, before they had diſcharged the 


principal and intereſt on their former bonds, ac- 


cording to the inſtructions of the Commiſſioners of 


cuſtoms to their Officers. | 
| By theſe compoſitions, the public has loſt 


112,499“. 175. 74. à, ſuppoſing the whole ſum 
compounded for were paid into the Exchequer, but 
as there has been only 22, 227 J. os. 9 d. 1 paid, 
the loſs to the public on this head, may be com- 
puted at 117,950 . 35. 114. 3 

f the money iſſued for the tranſport ſervice, 
there has been paid 121, 125 J. 175. 6d. 2 to Mr. At- 
kinſon and Mr. Roop, who from the 6 Feb. 1701, 
to 23 June 1704; tranſacted the whole buſineſs of 


this office; on the examination of whoſe accounts, 


we humbly offer the following obſervations. _ 
That notwithſtanding they are intruſted with the 
diſpoſition of ſo large ſums, no ſecurity was ever 
taken or demanded, either for the faithful diſcharge 
of their truſt, or the due anſwering the ſums iſſued 
to them. 
That they never received any inſtructions, by 


which they ſhould guide themſelves in the execution 


of their office, but being left at liberty to make 
their payments in what manner they pleaſed, they 
neither numbered their bills, nor paid them in 


2 2 courſe, 
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courſe, according to the method of the navy office, 
and as they have been of late obliged to do. 

That they being no otherwiſe conſtituted than by 
a minute of the treaſury, and being themſelves 
caſhires of the money appointed for that ſervice, 
we humbly conceive they were not veſted with ſuf- 
ficient authority to make any payments, or war- 
rant their proceedings in the management of that 
affair. In which opinion we are confirmed by the 
patent, bearing date the 15th of Auguſt 1710, which 
we obſerve not only appointed them to act as Com- 
miſſioners of the tranſports for the future, but has a 
retroſpect to their proceedings before in the per- 
formance of that ſervice, which are therein con- 
firmed and made valid. in 

That on the 22d of June 1704, when Mr. Nutin 
was appointed Treaſurer of the tranſports, there was 
a balance in their hands of the ſum of 6, 3861. 15. 
54. 2, out of which they have paid to ſeveral per- 
1ons 3,4837. 65. 109. but kept the - remainder till 
the 7th of December 1710, at which time they paid 
to Mr. Micklewaite, the preſent Treaſurer, 2,429 J. 
05. 4 d. 2, and ſtill retain 473 J. 145. 2 d. 3 on pre- 
tence of defray ing the charge of paſſing their ac- 
counts: In excuſe of their ſo long detaining the ſum 
lately paid to Mr. Mictlewaile, they alledge, that 
they knew Mr. Nutiu and Mr. Maſon, to be men of 
ſuch circumſtances and characters as could not ſafely 
be entruſted with publick money. 

We having nothing farther to obſerve on the ac- 
counts of Mr. Atkinſon and Mr. Roop, but that they 
diſcharge themſelves by payments on bills and 
otherwiſe, of the ſum of. 120, 652 J. 35. 4 d. where- 
of they have paid on impreſts 11, 52 31. 15. 6d. and 


that for theſe payments, they have laid ſome ac- 


counts before the auditors, but have paſſed as yet 
an account tor one year only, notwithſtanding it 1s 


now more than ſeven years ſince any money has 
been iſſued to them. 


Mr. Nu- 


A. 1712. D-E BrA-T: ES. 

Mr. Nutin was appointed Treaſurer of the tran- 
ſports, on the 22d of June 1704, and though he 
received whilſt in that employment, 108,118 J. 
165. 10 d. 2, he gave a ſecurity of 20001. only; he 
continued in this office till January 1705, about 
which time he was diſmiſſed for embezzling the 


public money. Mr. Nutz is not to be found, be- 


ing by order of the late Lord Treaſurer diſcharged 
out of priſon; ſo that we can ſay nothing farther in 
relation to his accounts, except that thoſe for one 
year have been laid before the Auditors, but have 
not been proſecuted : Mr. Nutin having miſapplied 
the public money, and it being thought neceſſary 
to put that office under a better regulation, the late 
Lord Treaſurer ordered, that for the future, the 
money iſſued for that ſervice ſhould be brought 


by the Treaſurer into the office, to be locked up 


there, who ſhould alſo tranſmit weekly certificates 
to the treaſury, ſigned by himſelf, and one of the 
Commiſſioners at leaſt. | 
Notwithſtanding theſe orders, and the complaints 
of rhe Commiſlioners to the late Lord Treaſurer, 
and his repeated directions that they ſhould be ob- 
ſerved, Mr. Maſon, who ſucceeded Mr. Nutin, on 
the 18th of January 1705, neglected for ſome time 


to give any account of the money received, and 


brought none of it into the office to be locked 
up, till the 18th of January 1706, and during the 


whole time of his continuance in that office kept 


ſome of the public money in his hands: In parti- 


cular, he received at the Exchequer, on the 7th of 


November 1707, 33,778 l. 185. 9d. and kept the 


whole ſum in his hands till the firſt of December fol- 


lowing, at which time he brought into the office 
30, 000 J. in ſpecie, and a bank receipt for ſeveral 


notes of one Newell, amounting to 8 * 10. 
Ir 


which was afterwards: returned to . Maſon, 
Newell failing before the bank received the money. 
This was repreſented to the treaſury by the Com- 

| 2 | miſſioners, 
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miſſioners, in a letter on the gth of December 1707, 
notwithſtanding which, Mr. Maſon was continued 
in his office «ill the 14th of April following, and 
conſiderable ſums were iſſued to him, He is ac- 
countable for 262, 8 16 J. 195. 7d. of which he dil. 


charges himſelf by payments of theſum of 256,927 /. 


5 5. 5 d. whereof he has paid on impreſts, 23, 668 J. 
1758. 9d. He has had ſome accounts before the Au- 
ditors, but none of them are yet paſſed. _ 

Mr. Maſon was ſucceeded by Mr. Mzicklewarte, 
on the 19th of April 1708, between which time, 


and the 24th of Zune 1711, we find there has been 


iſſued to him from the Exchequer, 476, 341 J. 
65. 114. 3, and he voluntarily chargeth himſelf with 
the ſum of 4, 010 J. 75. 2 d. 1. Mr. Micklewaite has 


laid his accounts before the Auditors, to Michaelmas 


1710, which are ready for a declaration. 

We will conclude our remarks on the manage- 
ment of this part of the ſervice, with obſerving, 
that though the Commiſſioners have given certificates 
to the Pay-maſter of the forces, of the number of 
men ſhipped, that a deduction might be made for 
the victuals furniſhed in their paſſage to Flanders, 
and that there ought to have been deducted out of 
the pay of the ſoldiers, more than 13007. on that 
account, as was repreſented to the houſe laſt ſeſſion, 
yet no part thereof has been paid over to that 


office. 


Though your Commiſſioners are not yet poſſeſſed 
of all the accounts of the navy, they think it their 
duty to repreſent ſome articles of payments in the 
accounts laid before them by Mr. Walpole, late 
Treafurer of the navy, which being made at a time 
when that ſervice was clogged with great debts, 
ſeems very extraordinary, and ſuch as they appre- 
hend inconſiſtent with the rules of the navy. 
The firſt inftance is a payment of 20007. by 


Mr. Walpole, to the Earl of Orford, out of the mo- 
ney properly applicable to the uſe of the navy, by 


yirtue 
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the 13th of Faly 1710, which was given to the 
ſaid Earl, as her Majeſty's royal bounty. 

The other inſtance is two payments, amounting 
to 1,452 J. 145. 8 d. made alſo by Mr. Walpole, to 


Henry Prieſtman, Eſq; purſuant to a warrant from 
her Majeſty, dated July 7th, 17 10, which directs 


that 10,000 J. per annum ſhould be paid during her 
pleaſure, out of ſuch money as then was, or ſhould 
be in Mr. Valpole's hands for the ſervice of the 
navy, both which are counter-ſigned, Godo/phin. 
How prejudicial the allowance of theſe articles 
may be to the public, we preſume not to affirm, 
but muſt acquaint you, that the Commiſſioners of 
the navy, whoſe duty it is to inſpect and ſign the 
Treaſurer's account, ſay, that they never knew any 


ſuch warrants herevdore, and that regularly all war. 
rants ſhould come from the Lords of the treaſury, 


or Lords of the admiralty, to them. 
We therefore humbly ſubmit to the houſe, whe- 


ther theſe warrants ought to have been anſwered by 


the Treaſurer of the navy, though counter-ſigned by 
the Lord Treaſurer. 


We find an addition -to the eſtabliſhment of the 


navy, of four ſenior Captains appointed to act as 
Commanders in chief, at Chatham, Plymouth, Poriſ- 
mouth, and Harwich, in the abſence of Flag-officers, 
by the name of Superintendants. This new office, 


your Commiſſioners obſerve, was erected at a time 


when ſome irregular promotions had been made in 


the fleet, and hath occaſioned an increaſe of change. 


without any advantage to the ſervice, vi. 


5 a. 
In the year 1709+ — — 4,053 03 04 
In the year 1710, — — 3,954 15 00 
And in the year 1711, - 
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Here your Commiſſioners think it not impooper 
to mention a debt of 11,014 J. 10 5. 2 d. 1, which 
appears to them by the return made from the navy- 
board, to have been many years due to England, 
from the States- General, for ſtores lent. We 
alſo find by the ſame return, that an account of this 
debt has been long ſince preſented by the Com- 


miſſioners of the navy, to the Lords of the admi- 


ralty, but without elfeck. 


All which is bunbl ubmitted to the conſii deration 
of the ae 


The Commons having, on the 17th of April, read 
the third time, and paſſed the 610 to reſtore patrons 
to ther ancient rights in Scotland, and ſent it up to 
the Lords for their concurrence ; the agents for the 
preſbyterians of that part of Great-Britain, reſolved 


to follow it thitlier, and thereupon drew up the fol- 
lowing repreſentation, 


To o the moſt honourable he Lords ſpiritual and 
temporal in Parliament N 


| The humble pe of William Carts 


Thomas Blackwell, and Robert Baillie, Mi- 
niſters of the Church of Scotland, appointed 
by the commiſſion of the late General Aſſem- 
bly of the Church of Scotland, to take all 
proper and legal methods for preſerving the 
rights and privileges of the efereſaig Church. 


"Tis with all humble duty and ſubmiſſion re- 

\ preſented unto your Lordſhips, that this de- 
pending bill ſeems to be contrary to the preſent 
conſtitution. of our Church, ſo well ſecured by the 
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treaty of Union, and ſolemnly ratified by the acts 
of Parliament in both kingdoms. That this may 
be more clear, it is to be obſerved, that from the 


firſt reformation from Popery, the Church of 
Scotland hath always reckoned patronages a grie- 


vance and burthen, as is declared by the firſt and 
ſecond books of the diſcipline, publiſhed ſoon after 
the ſaid reformation, ſince which time they were 
ſtill judged a grievance, till at length they came 
by law to be aboliſhed. 

* Theſe patronages having been reftored with 
epiſcopacy in the years 1661 and 1662, did con- 
tinue to the year 1690, when epiſcopacy was abo- 
liſhed, and preſbyterian church government again 
eſtabliſhed ; and tho? the act of Parliament 1690, 
reſettling preſbyterian church government, was 
founded upon the act of Parliament 1592, which 
bears a relation unto patronages, yet the ſaid act 
of Parliament 1690, doth expreſly except that 
part of the old a&, and refer patronages to be 
thereafter conſidered, which accordingly was con- 
ſidered in the ſame Parliament 1690, whereby it 


is plain, that the abolition of patronages was made 


a part of our Church conſtitution, enacted by the 
act 1690, and that this act 1690, with all other 
acts relative thereto, being expreſly ratified, and 
for ever confirmed by the act for ſecuring the 
Proteſtant religion and Preſbyterian government, 
and engroſſed as an eſſential condition of the rati- 
fications of the treaty of Union, paſt in the Parlia- 


ments of both kingdoms ; the ſaid act aboliſhing 


41 


patronages muſt be underſtood to be a part of out 


Preſbyterian conſtitution, ſecured to us by the 
treaty of Union for ever. 
Vet it is to be particularly conſidered, that the 


ſame Parliament 1690, vas ſo tender of the civil 


rights of patrons, and ſo ſincerely deſirous to re- 
ſtore the church to its juſt and primitive Jiberty 
of calling Miniſters, in a way agreeable to the 

word 
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* word of God, that they only diſcharged the pa- 
tron's power of preſenting Miniſters to vacant 
« churches, but as to any thing of civil rights, did 
make the condition to patrons better than before, 
not only by reſerving unto them the right of 
diſpoſal of vacant ſtipends, for pious uſes, within 
the paroch, but alfo giving unto them the here- 
table rights of the tythes, reſtricking the Miniſter 
who formerly had the ſaid right, to Rinends much 
below the value of the ſaid nee, notwithſtanding 
which advantageous conceſſion to the patrons by 
the Parliament, this bill takes back from the 
Church the power of preſentation of Miniſters, 
without reſtoring the tythes which formerly be- 
longed to her, by which the patrons come to en- 
Joy both the purchaſe and the price. | 

This being then the true account of our legal 
« ſettlement as to this matter, it appears to be evi- 
dent that the reſtitution of patronages, as to the 


R 8G 


U 
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point of preſentation, can only gratify a few, 


* while, on the other hand, it muſt neceſſarily diſ- 
oblige a far greater number, that are now freed of 
that impoſition, and indeed it cannot but ſeem 
« ſtrange, that this bill ſhould be ſo much inſiſted 
upon, when there are ſo many patrons, and thoſe 
too of the moſt conſiderable in Scotland, that are 

* againſt ſuch a reſtitution. | | 
It is alſo apparent that the Preſbyteries muſt 
come under many difficulties and hardſhips, as to 
their compliance with this innovation, and that 
many conteſts, diſorders, and differences, will pro- 
© bably enſue betwixt patrons, preſbyters, heretors, 
and people, befides the known abuſes, wherewith 
« patronages have been attended, even in their moſt 
« ſettled condition: Whereof many inſtances might 
be given; eſpecially, that thereby a foundation 
* was laid for ſimoniacal factions, betwixt patrons 
and thoſe preſented by them, and likewiſe Mi- 
niſters were impoſed upon paroches by * 
| * who 
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« who were utterly ſtrangers to their circumſtances, 
having neither property nor reſidence therein. 
It is therefore with all ſubmiſſion expected from 
your Lordſhips juſtice, and mature deliberation, 
« that a bill, as we humbly conceive, ſo nearly af- 
« feCting the late treaty of Union, in one of its moſt 
fundamental and eſſential articles, reſpecting the 
« preſervation of the rights and privileges, which 
our Church at that time was poſſeſſed of by law, 
for the ſecurity of which the Parliament of Scoi- 
land was ſo much concerned, as not to allow their 
« Commiſſioners to make it any part of their treaty, 


but reſerved it as a thing unalterable by any judi- 


« cature, deriving its conſtitution from the faid 
< treaty ; ſhall not be approved by your Lordſhips, 


« eſpecially while the nature of the treaty itſelf 
+ © ſhews it to be a reciprocal tranſaction betwixt the 


two nations.“ 


WII. CARSTARES. 
THO. BLACKWELL. 
RoBERT BAILLIE. 
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It is obſervable, that this repreſentation was firſt Exception 


printed and preſented with this title, To the moſt ho- 
nourable the Peers of Great-Britain : But an excep- this rerreſen- 


tion being taken to it, becauſe it ſeemed either 
to imply that the Biſhops were Peers upon the 


ſame foot with the temporal Lords, or to exclude 
them from being concerned in the addreſs ; neither 
of which would be admitted; the ſaid repreſenta- 
tion was thereupon drawn, and new printed and 


taken to the 
firſt title of 


preſented as above. It is alſo to be obſerved, that 


notwithſtanding the ſaid miſtake, which ſome were 
apt to conſtrue as an intended flight on epiſcopacy, 
yet five of the Biſhops, who entertained more cha- 
ritable thoughts, and were apprehenſive of the fatal 
conſequences of the bill for reſtoring lay patronages, 
| S 
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The bill to gave their votes againſt it. But the majority of the 
ore pa- 8 '» 
tronazes in houſe of Lords were of another opinion; and ſo the 
—_— bill was on the 14th of April ſent back to the Com- 
Houſes. mons with a ſmall amendment, to which the Com- 
mons afterwards agreed, _ 

On Tueſday the 27th of May, the Lord Hallifax 
acquainted the houſe of Peers, that he had matters 
of great importance to lay before them, and deſired 
that the members of that houſe might be ſummon- 
ed to attend the ſervice of the houſe the next day; 
which being ordered accordingly, his Lordſhip 
began his ſpeech with taking notice of the decla- 
ration made by the Duke of Ormond, That he had 
orders not to act offenſively againſt the enemy; af- 
terwards endeavoured to ſhew the ill conſequences 
of ſuch a proceeding, and the neceſſity of carrying 
on the war with the utmoſt vigour, in order to ob- 
tain a ſafe and honourable peace: And, in the con- 
cluſion, made a motion for addreſſing the Queen, 
humbly to deſire her Majeſty, to lay before the 
houſe the orders ſhe had ſent to her General, and to 
order him to act offenſively in concert with the 

Debates in allies, Several other Lords ſpoke to the ſame pur- 
Lad aut poſe, backed his Lordſhip's motion, and preſſed 
the Duke of the Lords in the Miniſtry to acquaint the houſe, 


— o Whether any orders of reſtraint had been ſent to the 


fiekr. g, Duke of Ormond? The Lord High. Treaſurer an- 
eb. ſwered moſt of thoſe ſpeeches, and having aſſured 
the houſe, that in a very, few days, her Majeſty, 
according to her promiſe, would lay before them 
the conditions on which a general peace may be 
made; which he doubted not would give entire ſa- 
tisfaction to every member of that illuſtrious aſſem- 
bly, and to all true Engliſomen: The Lord Hallifax 
would thereupon have dropt his motion, but the 
oppoſite party being ſecure of a majority, inſiſted 
to have the queſtion put for adjourning the debate; 
which being done accordingly, the ſame was carried 
in the affirmative by 68 voices, againſt 40: Where 

| upon 
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upon ſeveral Lords entered their proteſts. It is ob- 
ſervable, that a great Lord having declared, that 
there was no ſeparate peace, and that the ſame 
would be fooliſh, knaviſh, and villainous ; the Earl 
of Wharton deſired that illuſtrious aſſembly to re- 
member that declaration. After this, upon a mo- 

ä tion made by the Earl of S/ rafford, it was reſolved 
, to addreſs her Majeſty, to deſire that ſhe would be 
pleaſed to cauſe the papers, relating to the negocia- 
tions at the Hague and Geriruydenburg to be laid be- 

| fore the houſe. 

The ſame day Mr. Pouliney made a motion in the May 28th, 
houſe of Commons, that an humble addreſs be pre- Mon Ar. 
| ſented to her Majeſty, that her faithful Commons Poutney in 
| are juſtly alarmed at the intelligences received from eee 
| abroad, that her General in Flanders has declined rejetted. 
| to act offenſively againſt France, in concurrence 
| with her allies ; and being under the deepeſt con- 

cern for the dangerous conſequences which muſt 
ariſe from thence to the common cauſe, do with all 
humility beſeech her Majeſty, that ſpeedy inſtruc- 
tions may be given to her General in Flanders, to 

roſecute the war with the utmoſt vigour, in con- 
junction with her allies, as the beſt means to obtain 
a fafe and honourable peace for her Majeſty, and 
all of them ; and to quiet the minds of the people, 
who cannot but be extreamiy apprehenſive of the 
fatal conſequences of ſuch a diviſion. But after a de- 
bate, in which Mr. Secretary gave aſſurances much 
to the ſame purpoſe as the Lord High Treaſurer 
had done in the houſe of Lords, the motion being, 
formed into a queſtion, and the queſtion put, it was 
carried in the negative by a majority of 203 voices 
againſt 73; after which, it was reſolved, that this 
houſe hath an entire confidence in her Majeſty's rewution 
moſt gracious promiſe, to communicate to her Par- for putting 
liament the terms of the peace before the ſame ſhall ng. i 
be concluded; and that they will ſupport her Ma- ebe On. 
jeſty in obtaining an honourable and ſafe peace, 

againſt 
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_ againſt all ſuch perſons, either at home and abroad, 
as have endeavoured, and ſhall endeavour, to ob- 
ſtruct the ſame ; and that the ſaid reſolution be laid 
before her Majeſty by the whole houſe. 


The faid reſolution being accordingly laid before 
the Queen on the 30th of May; her Majeſty was 
pleaſed to return this anſwer, 


Gentlemen, En heh” 
Her Maje- 17 hank you moſt heartily for this reſolution, which is 
fy's antwer. * Jutiful to me, honeſt 10 our country, and very ſea- 
 fonable at this time, when ſo many artifices are uſed to 
obſtrut? a good peace, or to force one diſadvantageous 
to Britain. 


This anſwer being the next day reported to the 
houſe, it was reſolved, that the humble thanks of 
the houſe to be returned to her Majeſty for the ſame. 

Addreſs in It was alſo reſolved, upon a motion made by Mr. 
favour of the Murray, that an humble addreſs be preſented to her 
ren Majeſty, that ſhe would be pleaſed to apply the 
Scotland. rents of the late Biſhops lands in North- Britain, that 
remain in the crown, for the ſupport of ſuch of the 
epiſcopal clergy there as ſhall take the oath to her 
ajeſty. Toe. | 

The ſub- It was obſerved before, that on the 28th of May, 
Lance of the ſeyeral Lords not only made warm ſpeeches, but 
ſt againſt Proteſted againſt the orders produced by the Duke 
foe orders Of Ormond, not to act offenſively againſt the French. 
mg. Not many days after the ſaid proteſt was publiſhed 

in print, containing in ſubſtance, 


1. That their Lordſhips conceived ſuch an order 

as was propoſed in the queſtion, to be abſolutely 
neceſſary, becauſe they were convinced that the 
Duke of Ormond lay under ſome order of reſtraint 
from acting offenſively, not only from the accounts 
which were public both here and in Holland, 5 

N | 18 
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his declaring it to Prince Eugene, and to the De- 


| puties of the States, at their late conſultation, when 
both Prince Eugene and thoſe Deputies earneſtly 


preſſed him to join in attacking the French army, 
which was then known to be much inferior to that 


of the allies, both in the number and condition of 


their troops, but alſo for that nothing of this whole 
matter was denied by thoſe Lords, who had the 
means of knowing theſe facts, as undoubtedly 
would have been, without ſcruple, had not the ſaid 
facts been true; ſince no ſcruple was made of ac- 
quainting the houſe with a ſubſequent order, very 
lately ſent to the Duke of Ormond, allowing him 


to join in a ſiege; which was a further evidence, 


that he had before ſome order of reſtraint, for other- 


wiſe this laſt order would be unneceſſary and ab- 


ſurd, it being a general, conſtant, and ſtanding in- 
ſtruction to every Commander in chief, by land or 
ſea, to do his utmoſt endeavours to annoy the 
enemy. And it is manifeſt by this laſt order, that 
even in the opinion of the Miniſters, it was expe- 
dient to take off this reſtraint to ſome degree: And 
the leaving the Duke of Ormond ſtill under a re- 
ſtraint from giving battle to the French, ſeemed 
moſt unaccountable, and inconſiſtent with the li- 
berty indulged to him of joining in a ſiege, and 
rendered it altogether uſeleſs: For no place, when 
taken, could be of ſuch advantage to the allies as 
Cambray, which opens a free paſſage for our army 
into the heart of France; and it was impoſſible to 


beſiege that place, without diſlodging the French 


47 


from their encampment ; and this alſo was impoſ- 
ſible, if the French would keep their ground. Other 


attempts ſeemed to be of little uſe, but might ſerve 
to give the French time, which they did not want 
{kill to improve. 


2, That they ound led it would be derogatory 


to her Majeſty's honour, to publick faith, and that 
juſtice which was due to her Majeſty's allies; and 


that 
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that it was a ſort of impoſing upon our allies a ceſ. 


ſation of arms, without their conſent, and in the 
moſt prejudicial manner, becauſe they were not ſo 
much as acquainted with it, and ſo might have 


been lead into great difficulties ; beſides, that it fru- 


ſtrated all eſſential advantages againſt the common 
enemy, which might be of fatal conſequence to this 
nation, and all Europe. 

3. Becauſè it was acknowledged that a general 
peace was not concluded, as indeed it was very un- 
likely it ſhould be, there having been no anſwers 
in writing given by the French to the ſpecific de- 
mands of the allies, though the ſame were deliver- 
ed to the French three months ago : And it was fur- 


ther declared, that there was no ſeparate peace, nay, 
that ſuch a peace would be fooliſh, knaviſh, and 


villainous. And therefore while we were in war, 
and had no ſecurity of peace, their Lordſhips con- 
ceived, that ſuch an order of reſtraint was a plain 


| neglect of all thoſe happy opportunities which pro- 


vidence might, and lately did, put into our hands, 
of ſubduing our enemy, and forcing him to a uſt 
and honourable peace. And ſurely it was impru- 
dent and dangerous to rely on the promiſes of 
France, which were ſo far from being any ſecurity, 
that even a peace would not be ſafe, in their opi- 
nion, unleſs it be ſuch as gave ſo full ſatisfaction to 
the allies, that they ſhould be willing to join with 
us in a mutual guaranty of it. 

4. That her Majeſty having with great wifdom 
declared to this Parliament, that the beſt means of 
obtaining a good peace, was to make early preparations 
for war, and a vigorous proſecution of it : And ſince 
the Parliament had with great duty and deference 


to her Majeſty, and a juſt-zeal for the intereſts of 


their country, and of Eu 


given very great ſup- 
plies for that purpoſe, thei 


"Lordſhips conceived, 


that ſuch an order of reſtraint. being very different | 
from 


2 A. 1712. DEBATES. 
. WW from that declaration of her Majeſty, muſt be the 
he effect of very ill advice; by which the Parliament's 


ſo good intention would be defeated, and all thoſe . 


ve heavy loads of taxes, which they have for ſo good 
u- purpoſes chearfully given, rendered fruitleſs and 
2n I unneceffary 3 and might in concluſion, after having 
118 thus trifled away our wealth and time, bring us 
into the neceſſity of accepting ſuch a peace, as it 
al W ſhould pleaſe an inſolent and domineering enemy to 
n- give us. | g 


le- This proteſt was alſo publiſhed abroad in French, 
r- WW and other languages; and the names of the Peers 
r- MW who ſigned it were the Dukes of Devonſhire, Marl- 
ly, WM borough, Rutland, Bolton, Mountague, and Somer- 
nd %; the Marquis of Dorcheſter ; the Earls of Whars 
ar, on, Derby, Nottingham, Bridgewater, Godolphin, 
n- Wl Carlife, Orford, and Scarborough; the Lord Viſcount 
un WM Townſhend ; the Lords Biſhops of Oxford, Sarum, 
ro- Bangor, St. Aſaph; and the Lords Rockingham, 
ds, ¶ Cowper, Haverſham, Mobun, and Hallifax, 


ot promiſe to the houſe of Peers, as Mr. Secretary 
ty, St. John did to the Commons, that in a few days 
pi- the Queen would communicate to the Parliament 
to the terms on which a general peace might be made, 
ith there was a kind of neceſſity not to keep the world 

any longer in ſuſpence, about that important affair. 
om Therefore on Friday the 6th of June, the Queen 
of came to the houſe with the uſual ſolemnity, and 


u- The Lord High Treaſurer having engaged his 


49 


ons having given the royal aſſent to ſeveral public and -- 
ace I private acts, her Majeſty made the following ſpeech ' 


1ce to both houſes of Parliament. 


1p- My Lords and Gentlemen, 


ed, “ T H E making peace and war, is the undoubt- 
1 ed prerogative of the crown; yet ſuch is 


* the juſt confidence I place in you, that at the open- 
Vor. VI. E, | « ing 
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ing of this ſeſſion, I acquainted you that a nego- 


ciation for a general peace was begun, and after. 
wards by meſſages, I promiſed to communicate tg 
you the terms of peace, before the fame ſhould be 
concluded. 

In purſuance of that promiſe, I now come to 
let you know, upon what terms a general peace 
may be made. 

I need not mention the difficulties which ariſe 
from the very nature of this affair, and it is but 


too apparent, that theſe difficulties have been in- 


creaſed by other obſtructions, artfully contrived 
to hinder this great and good work. 
Nothing however has moved me from ſteadily 
purſuing, in the firſt place, the true intereſt of 
my own kingdoms, and I have not omitted any 
thing which might procure to all our allies what 
is due to them by treaties, and what is neceſſary 
for their ſecurity. 
< The aſſuring of the proteſtant ſucceſſion, as by 
law eſtabliſhed, in the houſe of Hanover, to theſe 
kingdoms, being what I have neareſt at heart, 
2 care is taken, not only to have that ac- 
nowledged in the ſtrongeſt terms, but to have an 
additional ſecurity, by the removal of that perſon 
out of the dominions of France, who has pretended 
to diſturb this ſettlement. 
The apprehenſion that Spain and the Weſt-Indies 
might be united to France, was the chief induce- 
ment to begin this war, and the effectual prevent. 
ing of ſuch an union, was the principle I laid 
down at the commencement of this treaty. 
Former examples, and the late negociations, 


_ ſufficiently ſhew how difficult it is to find means 


to accompliſh this work. I would not content 
myſelf with ſuch as are ſpeculative, or depend on 
treaties only, I inſiſted on what is ſolid; and to 
have at hand the power of executing what pas 
be 28562. | 

I can 
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I can therefore now tell you, that France at laſt 


DEBATES. 


is brought to offer, that the Duke of Anjou ſhall, 
for himſelt, and his deſcendants, renounce for 
ever all claim to the crown of France, and that 
this important article may be expoſed to no hazard, 
the performance is to accompany the promiſe. 
At the ſame time the ſucceſſion to the crown of 


France is to be declared, after the death of the 


preſent Dauphin and his ſons, to be in the Duke 
of Berry and his ſons, in the Duke of Orleans and 
his ſons, and fo on to the reſt of the houſe 5 
Bourbon. 

As to Spain and the Indies, the ſucceſſion to 
thoſe dominions, after the Duke of Anjou and his 


children, is to deſcend to ſuch Prince as ſhall be 


agreed upon at the treaty, for ever excluding the 
reſt of the houſe of Bourbon. 


For confirming the renunciations and vides 
ments before mentioned, it is further offered, that 


they ſhall be ratified in the moſt ſtrong and ſo- 


lemn manner, both in France and Spain, and that 
thoſe kingdoms, as well as all the other powers 
engaged in the preſent war, ſhall be AMAR to 
the ſame. 

* The nature of this propoſal is ſuch, that it exe- 
cuteth itſelf. The intereſt of Spain is to ſupport 
it, and in France, the perſons to whom that ſuc- 


ceſſion is to belong, will be ready and powerful 


enough to vindicate their own right. 

France and Spain are now more effectually di- 
vided than ever. And thus, by the bleſſing of 
God, will a real balance of power be fixed in 


51 


Europe, and remain liable to as few accidents as 


human affairs can be exempted from. 

A treaty of commerce between theſe kingdoms, 
and France, has been entered upon, but the ex- 
ceſſive duties laid on ſome goods, and the pro- 
hibitions of others, make it impoſſible to finiſh 
* this work ſo ſoon as it _ to be deſired. Care 
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PARLIAMENTARY A. 1712. 
is however taken to eftabliſh a method of ſertling 
this matter, and in the mean time proviſion is 


made, that the ſame privileges and advantages as 
ſhall be granted to any other nation by France, 


| ſhall be granted in like manner to us. 


The diviſion of the iſtand of S.. Chriſtopher be- 


tween us and the French, having been the cauſe of 


great inconvenience and damage to my ſubjects, 
I have demanded to have an abſolute ceflion made 
to me of that whole iſtand : And France agrees ta 
this demand. 


Our intereſt is ſo deeply concerned in the trade 


of North- America, that I have uſed my utmoſt 
endeavours, to adjuſt that article in the moſt be- 


nefictal manner. France conſents to reſtore to us 


the whole bay and ſtreights of Hudſon, to deliver 
up the iſlands of Newfoundland, with Placentia, 
and to make an abſolute ceſſion of Annapolis, 


with the reſt of Nova Scotia, or Accadie. 


F Sa «@ a @ 
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The fafety of our home trade will be better 
provided for by the demolition of Dunkirł. 
Our Mediterranean trade, and the Britiſb in. 
tereſt and influence in thoſe parts, will be ſecured 
by the poſſeſſion of Gibraltar and Port- Mabon, 
with the whole ifland of Minorca, which are of- 
fered to remain in my hands. 

The trade to Spain and to the Weſt- Indies, may 
in general be ſettled, as it was in the time of the 
late King of Spain, Charles the fecond, and a 
particular proviſion be made, that all advantages, 
rights or privileges, which have been granted, or 


which may hereafter be granted by Spain to any 
other nation, ſhall in like manner be granted to 


the ſubjects of Great- Britain. 

But the part we have borne in proſecution of this 

war, intitling us to ſome diſtinction in the terms 

of peace, I have inſiſted and obtained, that the 

aſſiento, or contract for furniſhing the Spaniſh 

Met. Indies with negroes, ſhall be made 1 
« for 
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« for the term of 30 years, in the ſame manner as 


3 


- 


R A K nn „ „ 


4 


it has been enjoyed by the French for theſe 10 
years paſt, 

I have not taken upon me to determine the in- 
tereſt of our confederates; theſe muſt be adjuſted 
in the congreſs at Utrecht, where my beſt endea- 


yours ſhall be employed, as they have hitherto 


been, to procure to every one of them all Juſtice 


and reaſonable ſatisfaction. In the mean time, I 


think it proper to acquaint you, that France offers 

to make the Rhine the barrier to the empire; to 
yield Briſac, the fort of Kehl and Landau, and to 

Yiſe all the fortreſſes, both on the other ſide of the 

Rhine, and in that river. 

As to the proleſtant intereſt in Germany, there 

will be, on the part of France, no objection to the 


re- ſettling thereof on the foot of the treaty of 


Weſtphalia. 
The Spaniſb Low-Countriecs may go to his impe- 
rial Majeſty ; the kingdoms of Naples and Sar- 


dinia, the duchy of Milan, and the places belong- 
ing to Spain on the coaſt of Tuſcany, may like- 
wiſe be yielded to the Emperor by the treaty of 


n 
As to the kingdom of Sicily, though there re- 


mains no diſpute concerning the ceſſion of it by 


the Duke of Anjou, yet the diſpoſition thereof is 
not yet determined. 
* The intereſts of the States. General, with reſpect 


to commerce, are agreed to, as they have been 


demanded by their own Miniſters, with the excep- 


tion only of ſame very few ſpecies of merchandize, 
and the entire barrier, as demanded by the States 


in 1709, from France, except two or three places 

at moſt, 

As to theſe exceptions, ſeveral expedients have 

been propoſed, and I make no doubt but this 

barrier may be ſo ſettled, as to render that re- 

# Public perfectly ſecure againſt any enterprize on 
E 3 the 


33 


K 
Hel 
. 
1 
Hl 
6 
: 4 
1/12 
Fill 
1% 
ane 
| | 
14 i 
14 
Fl 
| 
i'Þ 
| N 
; ! 
$111 
bl 
| 
| 
| 
| 4 
1108 
j 
l 


84 


10 


A li 


PARLIAMENTARY A. 1712, 


© the part of France, which is the foundation of 
all my engagements upon this head with the 


© States. 


The demands of Portugal depending on the 
* diſpolition of Spain, and that article having been 
© long in diſpute, it has not been yet poſſible to 
© make any conſiderable progreſs therein ; but my 
* Plenipotentiaries will now have an opportunity 
© to aſſiſt that King in his pretenſions. 

© Thoſe of the King of Pruſſia are ſuch, as! 
hope, will admit of little difficulty on the part of 
France, and my endeavours ſhall not be wanting 
© to procure all I am able to ſo good an ally. 

The difference between the barrier demanded 
© for the Puke of Savoy in 1709, and the offers 
made now by France, is very inconſiderable: But 
© that Prince having ſo ſignally diſtinguiſhed him. 
< ſelf in the ſervice of the common cauſe, I am en- 
£ deavouring to procure for him ſtill further ad- 
© vantages, 855 

France has conſented that the Elector Palatine 
© ſhall continue his preſent rank among the Elec- 
tors, and remain in poſſeſſion of the upper Pa- 
* latinate. | 

* The eleQtoral dignity is likewiſe acknowledged 
in the houſe of Hanover, according to the articles 
* inſerted, at that Prince's deſire, in my demands. 
And as to the reſt of the allies, I make no 


doubt of being able to ſecure their ſeveral intereſts. 


My Lords and Gentlemen, 


AQ 


terms of peace, which may, by the future treaty, 
be obtained for my own ſubjects, but likewiſe the 
propoſals of France for ſatisfying our allies. 
»The former are ſuch as I have reaſon to expect, 
to make my people ſome amends for that great 
and unequal burthen which they have lain under 


N 


A 


through the whole courſe of this war, and I am 


Willing 


I have now communicated to you not only the 
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« willing to hope, that none of our confederates, 


and eſpecially thoſe to whom fo great acceſſions 


of dominion and power are to accrue by this 


peace, will envy Britain her ſhare in the glory 


and advantage of it. 

The latter are not yet ſo perfectly adjuſted, as 
a little more time might have rendered — but 
the ſeaſon of the year making it neceſſary to put 
an end to this ſeſſion, I reſolved no longer to deter 
communicating theſe matters to you. 

I can make no doubt but you are all fully per- 
« ſuaded, that nothing will be neglected on my 
part, in the progreſs of this negociation, to bring 
the peace to an happy and ſpeedy iſſue, and I 
depend on your entire confidence in me, and 
your chearful concurrence with me.” | 


6 - V 


Though in the houſe of Commons, one or two 
members opened their mouths, to propoſe the tak- 
ing the important matters, mentioned in her Ma- 
jeſty's ſpeech, into conſideration, they were preſent- 
ly ſtopped by a general cry for an addreſs of thanks : 


Whereupon it was reſolved, nemine contradicente, 


That an humble addreſs be made to her Ma- 
« jeſty, acknowledging her great condeſcenſion in 
* communicating the terms upon which a general 
peace might be made: Expreſſing the ſatisfaction 
of this houſe in what her Majeſty had already 
done, and their entire confidence in her Majeſty's 
« ſteady purſuing the true intereſts of her kingdoms, 
and in her Majeſty's endeavours to procure for all 


© her allies what is due to them by treaties, and ne- 


ceſſary for their ſecurity ; and humbly to deſire 
© her Majeſty, that ſhe would be pleaſed to proceed 
with the preſent negociation, for the obtaining a 


55 


* ſpeedy peace.“ Hereupon a Committee was ap- 


pointed to draw up the ſaid addreſs; and being, 
according to order, immediately withdrawn into 


the Speaker's chamber for that purpoſe, Mr. Free- 
6 man, 
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man, their Chairman, did ſoon after report the ad- 


dreſs, which, with ſome eee was agreed 
to as follows, 


Moſt gracious Sovereign, 

E your Majeſty's moſt dutiful and loyal 
W ſubjects, the Commons of Great - Britain in 
Parliament laſſembled- beg leave moſt humbly to 
acknowledge your Majeſty' s great condeſcenſion in 
communicating to us the terms upon which a ge- 
neral peace may be made. 

Our hearts are full of gratititude for what your 
Majeſty has already done, and we want words to 
expreſs the ſatisfaction, with which we have re- 
cetved all that your Majeſty has been pleaſed to 
impart to your Commons. 

We have an entire confidence in your Majeſty, 
that you will ſteadily purſue the true intereſt of 
your own kingdoms, and that you will endeavour 
to procure for all your allies what is due to them 
by treaties, and what is neceſſary for their ſe- 
curity. 

Theſe aſſurances are the leaſt returns which your 
faithful Commons can make to ſo much conde- 
ſcenſion and goodneſs; and they humbly deſire 
your Majeſty, that you will pleaſe to proceed in 


the preſent negociations, for the POS a ſpeedy 
peace, 


This addrefs being on Monday the gth of . 
preſented to her Majeſty, at the palace at St, Fames's, 


by the whole houſe, * was pleaſed to return the 
following anſwer. 


I Have the ſafety and intereſt of all my people ſo much 
at heart, that I cannot but take a great deal of plea- 


ſure in this your dutiful and prudent addreſs; and thank 


you moſt kindly for it, 


J have 


> 
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I have ſtudied your welfare, and by this you will 
find the good effetts of that confidence which you place 
in me, and which ought always to remain between ſo 

affeftionate a prince, and ſuch faithful ſubjects. 


Which being the next day reported to the houſe 
by their Speaker, it was reſolved, that the thanks 
of this houſe be returned to her Majeſty, for her 
moſt gracious anſwer to the addreſs of this houſe. 


Things went not quite ſo ſmoothly on in the pau is 
houſe of Peers : For after the Queen was gone from 2 of 
| thence, it being moved, that thanks be returned to 


her Majeſty for the ſame ; the Earl of Jharton 
ſaid, They had all the reaſon in the world to do 
© it: eſpecially for that part of her Majeſty's ſpeech 
* wherein ſhe was pleaſed to declare, that the afſur- 
ing the proteſtant ſucceſſion in the bouſe of Hanover 
o theſe kingdoms, was what ſhe had neareſt at heart: 
But that her Majeſty's ſpeech containing many 
other particulars of the greateſt conſequence and 
importance, he was of opinion the houſe would 
do well to take her Majeſty's ſpeech into conſide- 


ration the next day: Which was readily agreed 


to. The Lords being met accordingly, on Saturday 
the 7th of June, the Earl of Mbarion propoſed that 
the letter from the States. General to her Majeſty, in- 
ſerted in the Amſterdam French gazette, which ar- 
rived the very next morning, with a mail from 
Holland, might be read: But this was oppoſed ; it 
being ſuggeſted, that the houſe ought not to take 


notice of a writing that carried no authority with it. 


After this, the Lords took her Majeſty's ſpeech into 


conſideration, which occaſioned a warm debate. 


Among the reſt the Duke of Marlborough repre- 
ſented, © That the meaſures entered into, and pur- 
* ſued in England for this year paſt, were contrary 
to her Majeſty's engagements with the allies; did 


| * ſully the triumphs and glories of her reign, and 


would 
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PARLIAMENTARY A, 1712, 
* would render the Znghi/þ name odious to all o- 


ther nations.“ Whereupon the Earl of Siraford 


ſaid, * That ſome of the allies would not ſhew ſuch 
* backwardneſs to a peace as they had hitherto 


done, but for ſome members of that illuſtrious 


© aſſembly, who maintained a ſecret correſpondence 
* with them, and endeavoured to perſuade them to 
carry on the war, feeding them with hopes that 
* they ſhould be ſupported by a ſtrong party here. 
The Lord Cowper anſwered this ſpeech z and be- 
cauſe the Earl of Straſford had not expreſſed him- 
ſelf in all the purity of the Engliſb tongue, he took 
from thence occaſion to ſay, That this noble Lord 
© had been ſo long abroad, that he had almoſt for- 
got, not only the language, but the conſtitution 
of his own country. That according to our laws, 
it could never be ſuggeſted as a crime, in the 


auguſt aſſembly, to hold correſpondence with our 
allies: Such alkes eſpecially, whoſe intereſt her 
Majeſty had declared to be inſeparable from ber 
own, in her ſpeech at the opening this ion: 
Whereas it would be a hard matter to juſtify, and 
reconcile, either with our laws, or the laws of ho- 
nour and juſtice, the conduct of ſome perſons, in 
treating clandeſtinely with the common enemy 
Without the participation of the allies.” The 
Lords took afterwards into conſideration the advan- 
tages offered by France to Great-Britain, particular- 
ly in ſettling the trade to Spain and to the Weſt- 
Indies, as it was in the time of the late King 
Spain, Charles II. On which occaſion the Earl of 
Godolphin ſaid, * He did not pretend to any great 
© knowledge in trade; but that during the time he 
had the honour to be in the adminiſtration of 


A a an „ „ „ A A A A „ 


affairs, he had obſerved, and he might eaſily make 


it out by the books of the Cuſtom. houſe, that the 
« ſingle trade to Portugal brought to England in 
« times of war, double the wealth of the trade to 
i 5 Spain 
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meaneſt ſubject, much leſs in any member of that 
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| « Spain in times of peace: So that whatever might 


be ſuggeſted to caſt a miſt before the eyes of the 
« people, it was to be preſumed, that the trade to 
« Spain would ſtill yield leſs for the future, becauſe 
the French had made themſelves abſolute maſters 


39 


« of it.“ After many other ſpeeches, a motion was Motion for 
made, that an humble addreſs be preſented to her EEE 
So 


| Majeſty, to return her Majeſty the thanks of this ; 
| houſe, for her moſt gracious ſpeech, and for her 


extraordinary condeſcenſion in communicating to 


her Parliament the terms upon which a general 


peace might be made, and to expreſs the entire 


ſatisfaftion of this houſe, in her Majeſty's great care 


for ſecuring the proteſtant ſucceſſion in the houſe of 
Hanover; and for her Majeſty's ſteadily purſuing 
the true intereſt of her own kingdoms ; and for en- 
deavouring to procure to her allies what is due to 
them by treaties; and to aſſure her Majeſty, that 


this houſe did entirely rely on her Majeſty's wiſdom, 
| to finiſh this great and good work. Some excep- 
tions were made at the words entirely rely; and the 
houſe was moved, that at the cloſe of the foregoing 
motion for an addreſs, theſe words might be added, 
viz. And in order to that, to pray her Majesty to take 


ſuch meaſures in concert with ber allies, as might induce 


them to join with her Majeſty in a mutual guaranty : 


But after a debate, in which the Earl of Nottingham 
and the Lord Cowper made very eloquent ſpeeches, 
the queſtion being put, whether theſe words ſhould 
be added, it was reſolved in the negative, by 81 
voices againſt 36. The reaſons of this great ma- 


jority were then ſaid to be, Firſt, becauſe the 


proxies, of which the Mbig Lords had more than the 
other ſide, were not called for ; and Secondly, be- 
cauſe ſeveral Peers did not think fit, on that occa- 
ſion, to vote againſt the court, However that be, 
on Tueſday the roth of June, the Lords preſented 
their addreſs to the Queen, which, beſides the or- 


dinary head, contained nothing but the motion 3 ; 
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fore mentioned; and to which her Majeſty was 
pleaſed to return this anſwer. 


W go beartily thank you for this addreſs : The ſatic- 
anſwer to faction you expreſs in what 1 have laid befor: 
the Hors Jou, will contribute very much to remove the difficulties 
which have ariſen in the courſe of this negociation. 
And the confidence you place in me, will enable me bet- 
ter to finiſh this great work, for the advantage of 
my own people, and the ſafety and intereſt of my 
allies, | 


Sal It is obſervable that ſeveral Lords entered a 


telt againſt proteſt againſt the rejecting of the guaranty clauſe, 

ens x. Offered to be added at the cloſe of the motion for 

ey clauſe, an addreſs, and were ſaid to have ſigned their rea- 
ſons for it, which were ſoon after publiſhed in print 
as follows: | 


E think it neceſſary to have the ſecurity 

Y propoſed of a general guaranty, and the 
rather, becauſe we conceive the terms of peace that 
are offered, have proceeded from a ſeparate nego- 
ciation, carried on by the Miniſters with France, 
without any communication thereof to the prin- 
cipal allies; particularly the States- General, as they 
ſay in the letter to her Majeſty, (whoſe intereſt 
her Majeſty was pleaſed to declare to this Parlia- 
ment, ſhe looked upon as inſeparable from her 
own) and we conceive this negociation to be con- 
trary to thoſe orders which her Majeſty declared 
to this houſe, in anſwer to their addreſs, that ſhe 
had given to her plenipotentiaries at Utrech;, 
to concert with thoſe of her allies ; and the reſo- 
lution expreſſed in her meſſage, Jan. 17. of a 
{rift union, in which ſhe propoſed to join with 
them, in order to obtain a good peace, and to 
guaranty and ſupport the ſame, as ſhe had before 
, declared in her ſpeech at the opening of this 
_ ſe ſſion; 


Win. DBA E S. : 
ſeſſion : that ſhe would unite with them in the ſtrict. 
eft engagements for continuing the alliance, in order to 
render tbe general peace ſecure and laſting ; and con- 
trary to the 8ch article of the grand alliance, 
which expreſly obliges all the allies not to treat, 
unleſs jointly, and with the common advice of the 
other parties. l 412 

And we conceive that the refuſal of theſe 
words propoſed to be added, may be looked up- 
on by the allies, as if this houſe approved this 
method of tranſacting with France, which may 


ſeem to them to tend to a ſeparate peace, of which 
her Majeſty has declared her diſlike, and which 


was acknowledged in this houſe to be foolifh and 


knaviſh, and would be of pernicious confequence 


to this kingdom, by preventing that guaranty of 
peace by the allies, which is ſo abſolutely neceſ- 


fary for their mutual ſecurity, and leave us expoſed 
to the power of France, there being little reaſon 
to expect their future help after ſuch a groſs breach 
of truſt, CAD 

And we further conceive, that ſuch a ſeparate 
proceeding may create in the allies ſo great a 
diſtruſt, as may tempt them to take the like 
meaſures, and ſo give the French opportunity to 
break that union, which has been hitherto ſo ufeful 
ro us, and formidable to them; any appearance 
whereof muſt encourage France, either to delay 
the concluſion of a peace, or to impoſe upon the 
allies in the further progreſs of the treaty. * | 
A perfect union among the allies ſeems to us 


to be more neceſſary in the preſent caſe, becauſe 
the foundation upon which all the offers of France 


relating to Great=Britain, as well as to the allies, 
are built, viz. A renunciation of the Duke of Anjou 
to that kingdom, is, in our opinion, ſo fallacious, 
that no reaſonable man, much leſs whole nations, 
can ever look upon it as any ſecurity. Expe- 


Tience may ſufficiently convince us, how little we 


ought 
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two crowns of France and Spain thould remain in 
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ought to rely upon the renunciation of the houſe ¶ bee 
of Bourbon, and though the preſent Duke of Au. if i 


jou ſhould happen to think himſelf bound by his 1 
on act, which his grandfather did not, yet will owe 


his deſcendants be at liberty to ſay, that no at? of yet 
his could deprive them of their birth-right ; and eſpe- ¶ in t 
cially when it is ſuch a right, as, in the opinion of | liſh 
all Frenchmen, ought inviolably to be maintained, Kir 
by the fundamental conſtitution of the kingdom of l 
France. | tho 
And we humbly think it unſafe to depend doe 
upon this principal part of the treaty's executing | to | 
it ſelf, by ſuppoſing it will be the intereſt of lut 
France to ſupport it; ſince, on the contrary, it is 
manifeſt by the French endeavours ever ſince the pir 
Pyrenean treaty, to unite the monarchies of France the 
and Spain, they look upon that union to be their alv 
greateſt intereſt, and the moſt effectual means of pu 
eſtabliſhing the univerſal monarchy in the houſe of | 
Bourbon. 
And if it were reaſonable to imagine, that the 


diſtinct branches of the houſe of Bourbon; yet this 
is contrary to the grand alliance itſelf, which re- 
Cites the uſurpation of the Spaniſh monarchy by the 
French King, for the Duke of Anjou, as the prin- 
cipal cauſe of this war. 

As to Port Mahon, Gibraltar, the Afjiento, and 
the other advantages to Blitain propoſed by France, 
(beſides that they are all precarious, and in the 
power of France and Spain to take from us when be 


they pleaſe) conſidering the ſituation of thoſe king- 


doms, and the vaſt wealth and ftrength which [| 
will be left to them, we conceive it impoſlible for I 
any man to look on thoſe as a compenſation to a 
Britain in any degree, for the leaving Spain and the 0 
Indies in the poſſeſſion of the houſe of Bourbon; which t. 
beſides other manifeſtly fatal conſequences, 2 | 1 
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be extreamly prejudicial to our woollen manufacture, 


if it does not entirely ruin it. 
As to the demolition of Dunkirk, though we 


| own it will be a great ſafety to our home trade, 


yet we have reaſon to apprehend, by what was faid 


in the debate, that it is not yet agreed to be demo- 
| liſhed, without an equivalent for it to the French 


King's ſatisfaction. 
And in all the particulars relating to the allies, 


though they are not perfectly adjuſted, yet by what 


does appear concerning them, the allies are likely 
to be left in ſuch a ſtate of inſecurity, as is abſo- 


lutely inconſiſtent with our own ſafety. 


The Rhine is propoſed for a barrier of the em- 


| pire, which leaves Straſburgb and Hunninghen in 


the hands of the French; the former of which has 
always been looked upon as the key of the em- 
We... 2 
The propoſals of France relating to the barrier 


| for the Slates-General, not only deprive them of 


all the places taken ſince the year 1709, but alſo 
of two or three places more included in the de- 
mand made by. the Szates in that year, which will 
render their barrier wholly inſufficient, and con- 
ſequently very much weaken the ſecurity of Bri- 
tain, | 

Portugal ſeems to be wholly abandoned to the 
power of Spain, notwithſtanding the great adyanta- 
ges we have received during this war, by our trade 
with that kingdom, which might ſtill be extreamly 
beneficial to us. | 

Upon the whole, there is fo very little and in- 


conſiderable a difference between theſe offers of 


France, and thoſe made at Utrecht, Feb. 11. N. S. 
and ſigned Huxelles, (as appears to us upon our 
comparing them together) that both ſeem to be 
the effect of a ſecret and particular negociation 


| with France; and this houſe having unanimouſly 


concurred, in expreſſing to her Majeſty their ut- 


moſt 
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to her Majeſty, or juſtice to our country, retract 


ſecurity offered for the performance of them, which 
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moſt reſentment at thoſe terms offered to her Ma. 
jeſty and her allies, by the Plenipotentiaries of 
France; and her Majeſty having graciouſly accept. 
ed that our addreſs, and rewarded that duty and 
zeal with her hearty thanks, we cannot in reſpe& 


that opinion, nor think the terms now good for us 
or the allies, or give any ſeeming approbation of 
them, which then were received by this houſe, and 
all the allies, with ſcorn and deteſtation. 

For theſe reaſons, we are of opinion, that the 
offers of France are fallacious and enſnaring, no 
ways proportioned to the advantages which her 
Majeſty (from the great ſucceſſes which it has 
pleaſed God to bleſs her and her allies, during the 
whole courſe of this war) might juſtly expect for 
her own kingdoms, and for them, very unſuffi- 
cient for preſerving a balance of power in Europe, 
for the future ſecurity of her Majeſty and her allies, 
though they ſhould be never ſo exactly performed ; 
and yet, even ſuch as they are, there is no effectual 


makes it abſolutely neceſſary, as we conceive, that 
ſuch meaſures ſhould be taken in concert with the 
allies, as may induce them to join with her Majeſty 
in a mutual guaranty. | 


Somerſet, W. Aſaph, Carliſle. © 
 Godolphin, Bolton. Bridgewater, 
' Devonſhire. Wharton. Mobun, © 
Berkeley. Marlborough, Townſhend, 
W. Oxon. Dorchefter. Cowper. 
F. Ely. F. Bangor. Mountague, 
Haverſham, Rutland. Lincoln, 
Suffolk. Nottingham, Bedford. 
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The majority of Peers were ſo offended at this 
proteſt, that on Friday the 13th of June, the que- 


ſtion being put, MWhelber the ſaid proteſt be expunged 


out of the books of the houſe ; it was carried in the ,_ _ 
. . . . . a 
afirmative, by a majority of 66 voices againſt proteſt or- 


31 preſent, and of 90 againſt 54, proxies in- #red to be 


expunged out 


| cluded. The next day, upon a complaint made in of the books 
the houſe of Lords, that both the ſaid proteſt, and 7e 13. 
the former concerning the orders produced by the 
Duke of Ormond, were publiſhed in print, a Com- 

| mittee was appointed to enquire who were the print- 

ers and publiſhers of the ſame; but this Com- 

| mittee not being able to make any diſcovery in that 


matter, the Lords applied themſelves, by addreſs, 


to the Queen for that purpoſe. Hereupon on the 
24th of June, the Queen in council at Kenſington, 
the following order was made, 


N addreſs from the Lords ſpiritual and tem- Doug of the 
5 . : Council for 
poral in Parliament aſſembled, having been the diſcover: 


preſented to her Majeſty, that ſhe would be gra- ins the Prin- 


ter and pub- 


ciouſly pleaſed to direct ſuch methods to be taken, liter of the 


as her Majeſty ſhould think moſt proper, in order nde 
to diſcover the printers and publiſhers of the rea- | 
ſons for the proteſtation entered in the journal 


of that houſe, the 28th of May laſt ; and of one 


other malicious and ſcandalous paper, entituled, 
The proteſts of the Lords upon addreſſing ber Majeſty 
for ber ſpeech ;, with the names of the Lords. Price 2 d. 
And of any perſon or perſons directing the print- 


ing thereof; which having been this day read at 
the board, her Majeſty in council taking the ſame 


into conſideration, was thereupon graciouſly pleaſed. 
to order, as it is hereby ordered, that whoſoever 
ſhall diſcover to one of her Majeſty's Principal Se- 


cretaries of State the printer or printers of the ſaid 
pamphlets, or either of them, within three months 


from the date hereof, ſo as he or they ſhall be 
brought to juſtice, ſhall have and receive the re- 
Vol. VI. . ward 


ward of 501, and likewiſe, whoever ſhall within 
the ſaid three months diſcover the perſon or per. 
ſons that directed the printing thereof, or of either 
of them, ſo as he or they ſhall be brought to ju- 
ſtice, ſhall have and receive the reward of 100, 
and the right honourable the Lord High Treaſurer 
is to cauſe the aforeſaid ſums to be paid, upon the 
conviction of the ſaid perſons accordingly. 


EDWARD SOUTHWELL, 


Nor were the Commons leſs offended than the 
Lords, at ſeveral papers publiſhed about this time, 
For on Tueſday the 10th of June, after the bill for 
reſtraining the great licenſe taken in publiſhing falſe and 
ſcandalous libels was read the firſt time, and ordered 


to be read a ſecond time, a complaint being made | 


to the houſe, of the preface to a book entituled, 
FOUR SERMONS. 


I. On the death of Queen Mary, 1694. 
II. On the death of the Duke of Gloceſter, 1700, 
III Or the death of King William, 1701. 
IV. On the Queen's acceſſion to the throne in 1702. 


By ILL TAM Lord Biſhop of $: Aſaph. 


The book was brought up, and the preface was 
read as follows : 


The preface T H E publiſhing a few ſermons whilſt I live, 


8 the lateſt of which was preached about eight 


ſapb's four years ſince, and the firſt above ſeventeen, will make 
ſermons read. 


in the houſe it very natural for people to enquire into the occa- 
of Com- ſions of doing fo, and to ſuch I do very willingly 


— aſſign theſe following reaſons. 
| i | Firſt, 
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In Firſt, From the obſervations I have been able 
r- W to make, for theſe many years laſt paſt, upon our 
er publick affairs; and from the natural tendency of 
u- ſeveral principles and practices, that have, of late, 


|, been ſtudiouſly revived 3; and from what has fol- 

er [| lowed thereupon, I could not help both fearing and 

he preſaging, that theſe nations would, ſome time or 
| other, (if ever we ſhould have an enterpriſing 
Prince upon the throne, of more ambition than 

i, virtue, juſtice, and true honour,) fall into the way 
of all other nations, and loſe their liberty. 

Nor could 1 help foreſeeing, to whoſe charge a 
he great deal of this dreadful miſchief, whenever it 
ie, W ſhould happen, would be laid: Whether juſtly or 
for unjuſtly, was not my buſineſs to determine: But I 
nd WW refolved, for my own particular part, to deliver 
ed W my ſelf as well as I could, from the reproaches 
de and curſes of poſterity, by publickly declaring to 

all the world, that although in the conſtant courſe 
of my miniſtry, I have never failed, on proper oc- 
caſions, to recommend, urge, and inſiſt upon the 
loving, honouring, and the reverencing the prince's 
| perſon, and holding it according to the laws, in- 
do. violable and facred, and paying all obedience and 
ſubmiſſion to the laws, though never ſo hard and 
2, [W inconvenient to private people: Yet did I never 
think myſelf at liberty, or authorized, to tell the 
people, that either Chriſt, St Peter, or St. Paul, 
or any other holy writer, had, by any doctrine, 
vas delivered by them, ſubverted the laws and con- 
ſtitutions of the country in which they lived; or 
put them in a worſe condition with reſpect to 
ve, their civil liberties, than they would have been, 
ght had they not been Cbriſtians. I ever thought it a 
ke moſt impious blaſphemy againſt that holy religion, 
ca- ¶ to father any thing upon it, that might encourage 
ply W tyranny, oppreſſion, or injuſtice, in a Prince, or 
that eaſily tended to make a free, and happy 
rſt, F 2 | people, 
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people, ſaves and miſerable, No: People may 
make themſelves as wretched as they will; but let 
not God be called into that wicked party. When 
force and violence, and hard neceſſity, have brought 
the yoke of ſervitude upon a people's neck, reli- 
gion will ſupply them with a patient and ſubmiſſive 
ſpirit under it, till they can innocently ſhake it 
off: But certainly religion never puts it on. This 
always was, and this at preſent is, my judgment of 
theſe matters; and I would be tranſmitted to 
poſterity (for the little ſhare of time ſuch names as 
mine can live) under the character of one who 
loved his country, and would be thought a good 
Engliſhman as well as a good Clergyman. 

This character I thought would be tranſmitted, 
by the following ſermons, which were made for, 
and preached in a private audience, when I could 
think of nothing elſe but doing my duty on the 
occaſions that were then offered by God's provi- 
dence, without any manner of deſign of making 
them publick: And for that reaſon I give them 
now, as they were then delivered; by which 1 
hope to ſatisfy thoſe people who have objected a 
change of principles to me, as if I were not now 
the ſame man I formerly was. I never had but 
one opinion of theſe matters, and that I think is fo 
reaſonable and well-grounded, that I believe I ne- 
ver can have any other. 

Another reaſon for my publiſhing theſe ſermons 
at this time, is, that I have a mind to do my {elf 
ſome honour, by doing what honour I could to 
the memory of two moſt excellent Princes, and 
who have very highly deſerved at the hands of 


all the people of theſe dominions, who have any 


true value for the proteſtant religion, and the con- 
ſtitution of the Engliſh government, of which they 
were the great deliverers and defenders, I have 
lived to ſee their illuſtrious names very rudely 
handled, and the great benefits they did this na- 

tion, 
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tion, treated ſlightly and contemptuouſly. I have 
lived to ſee our deliverance from arbitrary power 
and popery, traduced and vilified by ſome, who 
formerly thought it was their greateſt merit, and 
made it part of their boaſt and glory, to have had 
a little hand and ſhare in bringing it about : And 
others, who, without it, muſt have lived in exile, 


| poverty and miſery, mean]y diſclaiming it, and 
| uſing ill the glorious inſtrument thereof, Who 
| could expect ſuch a requital of ſuch merit? I 
| have, I own it, an ambition of exempting my 


ſelf from the number of anthankful people; and 
as I loved and honoured thoſe great princes living, 
and lamented over them when dead, fo I would 


| gladly raiſe them up a monument of praiſe, as la- 


{ting as any thing of mine can be; and I chuſe to 
do it at this time, when it is ſo unfaſhionable a 
thing to ſpeak honourably of them. 

The ſermon that was preached on the Duke of 


Glouceſter*s death, was printed quickly after, and is 


now, becauſe the ſubject was fo ſuitable, joined to 
the others. The loſs of that moſt promiſing and 


| hopeful Prince was, at that time, I ſaw, unſpeak- 


ably great; and many accidents ſince have con- 
vinced us, that it could not have been over-valued. 
That precious life, had it pleaſed God to have 
prolonged it to the uſual ſpace, had ſaved us ma- 
ny fears and jealouſies, and dark diſtruſts, and 
prevented many alarms that have long kept us, 
and will keep us ſtill waking and uneaſy. No- 


thing remained to comfort and ſupport us under - 
this heavy ſtroke, but the neceſſity it brought the 


King and nation under, of ſettling the ſucceſſion in 
the houſe of Hanover, and giving it an hereditary 
right by aft of Parliament, as long as it continues 


| Proteſtant, So much good did God, in his mer- 
ciful providence, produce from a misfortune, 


which we could never otherwiſe have ſufficiently 
deplored. e 
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The fourth ſermon was preached upon the 
Queen's acceſſion to the throne, and in the firſt 
year in which that day was ſolemnly obſerved, 
(for by ſome accident or other it had been over. 
looked the year before) and every one will know, 
without the date of it, that it was preached very 
early in this reign, ſince I was able only to pre. 


_ miſe and preſage its future glories and ſucceſſes, 


from the good appearances of things, and the hap- 
Py turn our affairs began to take, and could not 
then count up the victories, and triumphs, that, 
for ſeven years after, made it, in the prophet's 
language, a name and praiſe among all the people 


of the earth. Never did ſeven ſuch years toge- 


ther paſs over the head of any Engliſb monarch, 
nor cover it with ſo much honour: The crown 
and ſcepter ſeemed to be the Queen's leaſt orna- | 
ments. Thoſe, other Princes wore in common 
with her: And her great perſonal virtues were the 
ſame before and ſince. But ſuch was the fame of 
her adminiſtration of affairs at home; ſuch was 
the reputation of her wiſdom and felicity in chu- 
fing miniiters; and ſuch was then eſteemed. their 
faichfulneſs and zeal, their diligence and great abi. 
lities in executing her commands: To ſuch a 
height of military glory did her great General and 
her armies carry the Britiſh name abroad: Such 
was the harmony and concord betwixt her and her 
allies: And ſuch was the bleſſing of God upon all 
her councils and undertakings, that I am as ſure 
as hiſtory can make me, no Prince of ours was 
ever yet ſo proſperous and ſucceſsful, ſo loved, 
eſteemed, and honoured by their ſubjects and their 
friends; nor near ſo formidable to their enemies. 
We were, as all the world imagined then, uſt 
entring on the ways, that promiſed to lead to ſuch 
a peace, as would have anſwered all the prayers 
of our religious Queen, the care and vigilance of 
a moſt able miniſtry, the payments of a _— 

an 


| toils and hazards of the ſoldiery; when God, for 


| the places ſacred to his worſhip!) to ſpoil, for a 
time, this beautiful and pleaſing proſpect ; and 


| his glory, the ſafety, honour, and the welfare of 
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and obedient people, as well as all the glorious 
our ſins, permitted the ſpirit of diſcord to go forth, 


and by troubling ſore the camp, the city, and the 
country; (and oh! that it had altogether ſpared 


give us, in its ſtead I know not what our 
enemies will tell the reſt with pleaſure. It will 
become me better to pray to God to reſtore us to 
the power of obtaining ſuch a peace as will be to 


the Queen and her dominions, and the general ſa- 
tisfaction of all her high and mighty allies. 


After the reading of this preface, the Commons 
reſolved : 


1. That the ſaid preface is malicious and factious, Cenſure paſt 
highly reflecting upon the preſent adminiſtration of pub- Pen *: 
lick affairs, under her Majeſty, and tending to create 
diſcord and ſedition amongſt ber ſubjects. 


2. That the ſaid preface be burnt by the hands of 
the common hangman, upon Thurſday next, at twelve 
of the clock, in the Palace-Yard, Weſtminſter ; and 
that the Sheriffs of London and Middleſex do aſſiſt 
the Serjeant at arms attending this houſe in the execu- 
tion thereof. | 


The ſame day a complaint being made to the 
houſe of a printed Paper intituled, A letter from the. 
States- General to the Queen of Great-Britain 3 the 
ſame was brought up and read as follows. 
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| A letter 
Madam, from the 


0 A FTER all the proofs which your Majeſty Stares-Gene- 


. . . ral to the 
has given during the courſe of your glorious queen, da- 


reign, of your great zeal for the publick good, and wen, 
F 4 01 1712. N. S. 
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of your adherence to the common cauſe of the 
high allies; after ſo many marks you have had 
the goodneſs to give us, of your tender affection, 
and of your friendthip to our republick ; and after 


the repeated aſſurances you have given us, and 


that very lately too, of your intentions, that your 
troops ſhould act againſt the common enemy, until the 
war was concluded by a general peace: It is im- 


| + gran we ſhould not be ſurprized and afflicted 


y two declarations we have lately received, one 


after another, in the name of your Majeſty ; the 


firſt by the Duke of Ormond, your General, That 
he could undertake nothing without new orders from 
you; the other by the Biſhop of Briſtol, your Ple- 
nipotentiary to the congreſs at Utrecht, That, your 
Majeſty perceiving, that we did not anſwer as we 
ought the propoſals which you had made us, and that 
Te would not act in concert with your Miniſters, on 
the ſubject of peace, you would take your meaſures 
apart : And that you did not look upon yourſelf to be 
now under any obligation whatever, with reſpect to 
* 
As ſoon as we had notice of thoſe declarations, 
we ſent orders to our Miniſter, who has the ho- 
nour to reſide at your Majeſty's court, to repre- 
ſent to you the reaſons of our ſurprize, and the 
conſequences of thoſe declarations, and to requeſt 
you with that reſpect which we always had, and 
which we ſhall for ever entertain for your royal 
perſon, that you would give other orders to the 
Duke of Ormond, that he may act with all poſſible 
vigour, according to the exigency of the war, and 
that your Majeſty would have the goodneſs to en- 
tertain other ſentiments of us, than thoſe which the 
Biſhop of Briſtol has declared to our Plenipotentia- 
ries at Utrecht, | 

But the more we conſider thoſe declarations, 


the more important we find them, and the more 


we apprehend their conſequences ; Therefore " 
| cou 
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could not forbear applying ourſelves by this letter 
directly to your Majeſty, hoping, that you will 
conſider it, as we promiſe ourſelves you will, both 
from your prudence and wiſdom, and from your ſo 
much famed zeal for the public welfare ; particular- 
ly from your uſual friendſhip and affection for us 
and our republic. | | 

We proteſt before all things, that as we ever 
had a true friendſhip, as well as the higheſt re- 
ſpect for your Majeſty, and a ſincere affection to 
all your intereſts, with an earneſt deſire to live in 
a perfect good underſtanding and union with you, 
we have ſtill the ſame ſegtiments, and ſhall al- 
ways preſerve them, wiſhing for nothing more, 
than to be able to give your Majeſty the moſt con- 
vincing proofs of it. ” 

After this we pray your Majeſty to conſider, 
according to your great penetration, whether we 
have not juſt ground to be ſurprized, when we ſee 
a ſtop put, by an order in your Majeſty's name, 
without our knowledge, to the operations of the 
confederate army, the fineſt and ſtrongeſt, which, 
perhaps, has been in the field during the whole 
courſe of the war, and provided with all neceſ- 
fries to act with vigour, and this, after they had 
marched according io the reſolution taken in concert 
with your Majeſty's General, almoſt up to the enemy, 
with a great ſuperiority both as to the number and 
goodneſs of troops, and animated with a noble 
courage and zeal to acquit themſelves bravely ; ſo 
that in all human appearance, and with the divine 
aſſiſtance, which we have experienced ſo viſibly 
on ſo many other occaſions, we ſhould have been 
able either by battles or ſieges, to gain great ad- 


vantages over the enemy, to have bettered the af- 


fairs of the allies, and to facilitate the negociations 
of peace. 


We 
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We flatter ourſelves indeed with the hopes 
which the Duke of Ormond has given us, that in 


a few days he expects other orders; but in the 


mean time, we are ſorry to fee one of the fineſt op. 
portunilzes loſt, being uncertain, whether we ſhall 
have another ſo favourable, ſince the enemy have 


time given them to fortify themſelves, and take 


their precautions, while the army of the allies lie 
ſtill without action; and conſuming the forage al 
round, deprive themſelves of the means of ſub. 
ſiſting for time to come 1n thoſe places, where, by 
concert, the operations of the campaign were de. 
ſigned; which may make ſuch enterprizes impoſ. 
ſible hereafter, as were practicable now, and con- 
fequently render the whole campaign unſucceſ5ful, to 
the ineſtimable prejudice of the common cauſe of 
the high allies. 

Certainly, when we conſider the army, as i 
really 1s, compoſed of the troops of your Majeſty 
and other allies, joined together by common con- 
cert, to act for the greateſt advantage and fur- 
therance of the common cauſe, and the aſſurances 
which your Majeſty had given'us by your letters, 
by your Miniſters, and laſt of all by your Ge. 
neral the Duke of Ormond, of your intentions that 
your troops ſhould be ordered to act with their uſual 
vigour, as well as the engagements into which your 


Majeſty is entered, not only with reſpe& to us, 


but alſo ſeparately and jointly with us, in reſpe& 
to the other allies; it is very difficult for us to 
conjecture and conceive, how an order fo prejudi. 
cia! to the common cauſe, given ſo ſuddenly, 
without our knowledge, and undoubtedly too 
without the knowledge of the other allies, can 
agree and conſiſt with the nature of an alliance, 


and with thoſe aſſurances and engagements jul 


now mentioned. For though according to tht 
declaration of the Biſhop of Briſtol, your ap} 
| hold 
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holds yourſelf to be diſengaged from every obliga- 


tion with regard to us, it is plain that the matter 
now in queſtion is not our particular intereſt or ad- 
vantage, but that of all the allies, who will ſuffer 
by the prejudice which an order ſo little expected 
muſt needs bring to the common cauſe. 

But, Madam, we cannot forbear telling your 
Majeſty, that the declaration made by the Biſhop 


of Briſtol, at Utrecht, has no leſs ſurprized us, 


than that of the Duke of Ormond 1n the army, 
It appears to us ſo extraordinary, that we know 
not how to reconcile 1t with the great goodneſs 
and kindneſs, which your Majeſty has always 
honoured us with; and not being able to conceive 
how ſuch a ſudden change could happen, with re- 
ſpect to us, we are not only ſurprized but afflicted 
at it. We have carefully examined our conduct, 
and find nothing in it that can have given ground 
to that diſſatisfaction which your Majeſty expreſſes 
with us by this declaration. 


From the very firſt day that your Majeſty 


aſcended the throne, we teſtified all the deference 
that you could defire from a ſtate in friendſhip 
and alliance with you. We carefully ſought after 
your amity and affection, and conſidering the 
happy effects which a good intelligence, har- 
mony, and union, betwixt your Majeſty and us, 
and the two nations, might produce, and have 
really produced, and the advantage which reſulted 
from thence to both, as well as to the common 
cauſe of all the allies, we made it our buſineſs hear- 


tily to cultivate them, and more and more to 


gain your Majeſty's confidence, and to conform 

ourſelves to your ſentiments as much as poſſibly we 

could, | 
We think, that we gave a ſignal proof of this, 


particularly, with regard to the negociations af 


peace, ſince not only after we were informed of 


the conferences formerly held in England upon this 
| ſubject, 
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ſubject, we did expect that your Majeſty would 


give us an account of them; having this firm con. 


fidence in your friendſhip for our republic, and in 
your zeal for the good of the common cauſe, 
that nothing would be done to prejudice us, nor 
the other allies z but alſo when your Majeſty com- 
municated to us the preliminary articles ſigned by 
Mr. Meſnager in England, and when you pro. 
poſed to us the calling and holding a congreſs for 
a. genera] peace, and required of us to grant for 
this end neceſſary paſſports for the enemy's Mi. 
niſters, we conſented to it, though we had many 
reaſons, which to us ſeemed very well grounded, 


not to enter into ſuch a treaty without a better foun- 


dation, or, at leaſt without the concurrence of the 
other allies ; but, we preferred your Majeſty's ſen- 
timents to our own, in order to give you a new 
proof of our deference. 


We did no leſs, with reſpect to the difficulties 
which were ſtarted on the ſubject of the treaty of 
the mutual guaranty, for the ſucceſſion of the pro. 


. Zeftant line to your Majeſty's kingdoms, and for 


our barrier; a treaty of ſuch importance to the two 
nations, that we look upon it as the ſtrongeſt lie 
that could be thought on to unite for ever the hearts 


and intereſt of both; concluded after the matureſt 


deliberation, and ratified on both ſides in the moſt 
authentic form : For though we might have ſtood 
to the treaty as it was, yet we entered into a ne- 
gociation upon thoſe difficulties, and particularly 
on the point of the Aiento, concerning which we 
gave our Plenipotentiaries ſuch inſtructions, that 
we no longer doubted but all the difficulties would 
have been adjuſted to mutual content, and that 
we ſhould thereby have entirely regained your Ma- 
jeſty's confidence; and fo much the more, becauſe 
in- the firſt place, when the meeting of a congreſs 
for a general peace was in hand, your 2 5 
| clare 
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| clared to us by your Ambaſſador, That you de- 
| fired no more than our concurrence in that ſingle 


point, and this only mark of our confidence ;, and that 
then you would give us ſtrong and real proofs of your 
affefiion towards us, and of your upright intentions, 


| with reſpect to the common cauſe of all the allies; and 
| that afterwards, when the difficulties about the 


ſucceſſion and the barrier were raiſed, your , Majeſty 


| did likewiſe aſſure us, that if we would remit ſome- 
| thing upon the moſt eſſential points, and particularly, 
about the affair of the Aſſiento, it would be the 


true way to re-eſtabliſh a mutual confidence 
which being once reſtored, your Majeſty would 


| take particularly to heart the intereſts of this ſtate, 


and af in conjunction with us in the whole negocia- 


| tion, to obtain an honourable, good, and lure 


eace. 

g But, we find ourſelves very much out in our ex- 
pectation, ſince at the very ſame time, when we 
made the greateſt advances towards your Majeſty, 
and that we did verily believe, we ſhould come 
to an agreement about the points in difference, e 
ſee the Earl of Strafford gone without finiſhing that 
affair; we ſee the army ſtopped in ihe beginning 
of 11's career, and we hear a declaration, by which 
your Majeſty looks upon yourſelf to be diſengaged 
from all obligations, with us; for which the rea- 


| ſons alledged are, That we bave not anſwered, as 
we ought, the advances which your Majeſty made o- 
wards us, and that we would not act in concert with 


your Miniſters about the peace. 


If your Majeſty would be pleaſed to look with 


77 


a favourable and equitable eye upon our conduct, 


we flatter ourſelves, and have a firm confidence, 
that you will find nothing in it, which can give 


you ſuch diſadvantageous ideas and thoughts of us, 


but, that you will rather find, that we have per- 
tormed, and do ſtill perform, all that we owe, as 
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good and faithful allies z and particularly to your {MW I 
Majeſty. | 
What we have faid already, might perhaps be 
ſufficient to perſuade you of it; but we muſt add, 
that having always eſteemed your Majeſty's af. 
fection, and a good harmony betwixt the two na. 
tions, as one of the ſtrongeſt ſupports of our ſtate, 
and of che proteſtant religion, and as one of the 
moſt effectual methods to maintain and advance 
our common intereſt, and thoſe of the whole con- 
federacy; and this ſincere opinion being firmly 
imprinted on our hearts, we were never back. 
ward to communicate and conſult in all confidence 
with your Majeſty, and your Miniſters, upon the 
affairs of the peace, according to the foundations 
laid down in the grand alliance, and other -rrearies, 
We declare, that we have always been inclinable 
and ready to do it, and are ſo ſtill, as far as we 
can, without prejudice to the other allies, and 
without departing from, or acting againſt, the en- 
gagements, treaties, and alliances, which we have 
entered into. 

But, Madam, all the propoſals hitherto made 
to us upon that ſubject, were couched in very ge- 
neral terms, without communicating to us the re. 
ſult of the negociations betwixt your Majeſty's Mi- JW Ju 
niſters and thoſe of France; nor even your Ma- 00 

a1 
c 


jeſty*s thoughts about the fubject, which we ought 
to have concerted together. It is true, that in te 
ſome of the laſt conferences, your Majeſty's Mi- 4 
niſters demanded to know, whether ours were IM © 
furniſhed with a full power, and authorized to * 
draw up a plan for the peace; but it had been juſt, V 
before ſuch a thing was demanded of us, that they 
ſhould have communicated the reſult of the ne. f 
gociations, ſo long treated of betwixt your Ma- 4 
jeſty's Miniſters, and thoſe of the enemy; or at 
leaſt, they ſhould have told us your Majeſty's WW © 
thoughts, | | } 
Had 
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Had that plan related only to your Majeſty's 


intereſt and ours, we ſhould perhaps have been in 


the wrong, not to have forthwith come into it, 


| though even in that caſe the affair would not have 


been without its difficulties, ſince the leaſt notice 
of it which ſhould have come to the enemy, muſt 
have been very prejudicial : But, as the plan in 
queſtion concerned the intereſt of all the allies, 


| and almoſt all Europe; we had very ſtrong ap- 


prehenſions, that as the particular negociations be- 


twixt your Majeſty's Miniſters and thoſe of France, 


and the readineſs with which we conſented to the 


congreſs at Utrecht, and to the giving of paſſports 


to the enemy's Miniſters, had already occaſioned 
abundance of ſuſpicions, and much uneafineſs to 
his Imperial Majeſty and the other allies ; we ſay, 


we apprehended that his Imperial Majefty and 


the other allies coming to know (which would 
have been very difficult to conceal from them) the 


concert betwixt your Majefty's Miniſters and ours 


for a plan of peace, and that before the Miniſters 
of France had given a ſpecific anfwer to the de- 
mands of the allies, their ſuſpicions and uneaſineſs 
would have increaſed, and that way of proceeding 
might have given them ground to entertain pre- 
judicial thoughts, as if it had been the intention of 
your Majeſty and us, to abandon the grand alliance 
and the common cauſe, ' or at leaſt, that we alone 
took upon us to determine the fate of all the tber 
ales, by which his Imperial Majeſty and the other 
contederates might have been puſhed on to /eparate 
meaſures, and to take ſuch ſteps as would be no 


ways agreeable to your Majeſty's intereſt. wy 


We thought theſe reaſons ftrong enough to ju- 
ſtify our conduct to your Majeſty on his head; 
and if we did not enter with all the readineſs 
which you might have wiſhed for, into the con- 
cert propoſed, we hope that at moſt, your Ma- 
jeſty will look upon our back wardneſs, only as 


ali 
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an exceſs of prudence or of ſcruple, and not in the 
leaſt as a want of confidence in your Majeſty ; 
while the allies might have confidered it as a de. 
parting from the treaties, and particularly from 
the eighth article of the grand alliance. We alſo 
hope, that your Majeſty, for the reaſons here al- 
ledged, will lay aſide thoſe hard thoughts of us, 
as if we had not anſwered as we ought, the ad- 
vances which your Majeſty made towards us, 
and that we would not act in concert with your 
Miniſters, upon the ſubject of the peace: But, 
Madam, though your Majeſty ſhould not ac- 
quieſce in our reaſons (of which however we cannot 
doubt) we pray your Majeſty to conſider, whe- 
ther that be ſufficient for your Majeſty to think, 
that you are diſengaged from all obligations with re. 
ſpect to us. 


Had we acted againſt, and contravened the | 


engagements and treaties which we had the ho- 
nour to conclude with your Majeſty, we might 
have expected from your goodneſs and juſtice, that 
you would have repreſented thoſe contraventions 
to us, and not have looked upon yourſelf to be 
diſengaged, till ſuch time as we had refuſed to 
give all neceſſary redreſs. But, as we did no 
ways engage to enter with your Majeſty into à con- 
cert to draw up a plan of peace, without the par- 


ticipation of the other members of the grand al- 


lance, the backwardneſs we have ſhewn upon 
that head, cannot be looked upon as a contra- 
vention of our engagements, and therefore cannot 
ſerve to diſengage your Majeſty from your's, with 
reſpect to us, ſince we are verily perſuaded that 
we have fully anſwered all our treaties, and all our 
alliances, both with your Majeſty, and with the 
high allies in general; and that we have done 
more in this preſent war, than could in juſtice, 
and equity, haye been expected from us. All the 


difference 


r. 

difference betwixt your Majeſty and us in this 
point, is no more, if rightly conſidered, than a 
diſparity of ſentiments. „ 

In truth, Madam, if for ſuch à cauſe betwixt 
Potentates, allied and united together by the 
ſtrongeſt and ſtricteſt ties of alliance, intereſt, and 
religion, any one of thoſe Potentates could quit all 
their engagements, and diſengage themſelves from 
all their obligations, there is no tie ſo ſtrong, 


g hoy: | 
which may not be broke at any time, and we 


know of no engagements that could be relied on in 


time to come. 45 50 

We affure our ſelves, that when your. Majeſty 
conſiders the conſequences, you will not pegiſt in 
the declaration which the Biſhop of Briſtol has 
made: We beſcech you with all the reſpect and all 
the earneſtneſs of which we are capable, that you 
would not; and alſo that you would be pleaſed to 
revoke the order given to the Duke of Ormond, 
if it be not revoked already, and that you would 
authorize him to act according to occurrences, and 
as the exigency of the war, and the advancement 
of the common cauſe ſhall require. | 

We alfo requeſt you, Madam, to communicate 
to us the reſult of the conferences betwixt your 


| Miniſters and thoſe of the enemy, or at leaſt your 


thoughts upon the peace, and we will endeavour 
to give your Majeſty all imaginable proofs of our 
deference for your ſentiments, and of our. ſincere 
deſire to preſerve your valuable friendſhip as much 
as we can, without acting contrary to the faith of 
the engagement into which we have entered by 
treaties and alliances with your Majeſty and other 
Potentates. JIE 24 


We are firmly perſuaded, that it is not your 


Majeſty's intention in any manner to break them, 
ſince you have always been of the ſame opinion 
with us, and the other allies, that @ good Union be- 
twixt the allies, not only during the preſent war, 

Vor. VI, G but 
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6 but alſo after the peace ſhall be concluded, is, and 
always will be, the moſt ſolid, and on the only 
method to preſerve the liberly and independency of 
< all together, and of every one in yy » againſt 
* the great power of France. 

We again renew to your Majeſty the aſſurances 
© of our high and perfect eſteem for your perſon 
and friendſhip, as alſo of our intentions and ſincere 
« defires to entertain with your Majeſty the ſame 

good correſpondence, harmony, and union, as 
c before, and to cultivate the ſame betwixt the two 
c nations, as far as it ſhall lie in our power: And 
<. we pray your Majeſty, to preſerve 1 for us 
and our republic, your former affection. We re. 
fer for the reſt, to what the Sieur Yan Barſelle, our 
Envoy Extraordinary, has further to ſay to. your 
* Majeſty on this ſubject. And pray. the Al. 
mighty, &c.? 


Hague, June the th, 1712, N.S. 


Reſolutions After the reading of this letter, the Commons re. 
pn folved, That an humble addreſs be preſented to her 


the letter Majeſty, aſſuring her Majcſty of the juſt ſenſe this 
from the houſe has of the indignily offered to her Majeſty, by 
Tal. printing and publiſhing a letter from the Sates- 
General to her Majeſty; and humbly to deſire her 
Majeſty, that ſhe will ſo far reſent ſuch indignities, 
as to give no anſwer for the future to any letters or 
memorials that ſhall be ſo printed and publiſhed; 

and ordered that the ſaid addreſs be preſented by 
fuch members as are of her Majeſty's moſt honour- 
able Privy- Council. 


But the tay before the Commons came to theſe 
reſolutions, the Queen had thought fit to anſwer the 
letter from the Stales- General in the following 


High 


manner. 
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High and mighty Lords, Friends, Allies, and Con- 
federates, 
HERE is nothing dearer to us than the 
preſervation of a good underſtanding and a 
pate union with your State. This has been the 
principal object of our care; and we have ſo little 
ground to accuſe our ſelves of having in the leaſt 


contributed to the leſſening of the ſame, that we 
reflect with pleaſure on the pains we have taken, 
and on all the inſtances we have made, that the 


diſputes which have happened, with relation to the 
intereſts of the two nations, ſhould be amicably 
determined, ſo as we might communicate our 
thoughts to one another, without reſerve, upon 
thoſe of the public; for in the preſent conjuncture 
of affairs, there ought to be an equal frankneſs on 
both ſides, and a mutual confidence. 
We ſuppoſe the alarms which you took on 
account of the declarations made by the Duke of 
Ormond and the Biſhop of Briſtol, are now over 
and we repeat to you what we have ſo often de- 
clared, that it will be your own fault, as it has 
been in time paſt, if all our meaſures about war 
or peace be not taken in concert with your State, 
The Earl of Strafford will be with you in a few 
days, with full inſtructions concerning our inten- 
tions. Our Miniſters will be diſpoſed and autho- 
rized to do all that is incumbent on us, to renew 
an entire confidence with you, and to prevent for 
the future, ſuch miſunderſtandings as have been fo- 
mented with ſo much artifice and fo little foun- 
dation, 
But we cannot paſs over in ſilence our great 
ſurpriſe to ſee that your letter of the gth inſtant, 
N. S. was printed and publiſhed almoſt as ſoon 
as we received it from the hands of your Mi- 
niſter; a proceeding which is equally contrary to 
en politics and decency. It is a remonſtrance 
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June 17th, 
A remark- 
able motion 
_ made by Mr, 
Hampaen for 
the allies to 
be guarante: s 
of the pro- 
teſtant ſuc- 
ceſſion, 


I ejected. 
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* inſtead of a repreſentation, and an appeal to the 
people, inſtead of an addreſs to the ſovereign, 
We hope that you will not ſuffer the like to be 
done again, for our honour will engage us to give 
no anſwer to any letters or memorials which ſhall 
be publiſhed in that manner. For the reſt, we 
pray, &c.. | | 


e Wur good friend, 
Kenſington, “ 9th. gta wok 
June the J 20th. 712. ANNA Regina, 


Four days * after, Mr. Hampden made a motion, 
That an humble addreſs be made to her Majeſty, 
humbly acquainting her, that this houſe has a grate- 
ful ſenſe of her Majeſty's care for her people, in the 
aſſurances ſhe lately made from the throne, that the 
proteſtant ſucceſſion in the houſe of Hanover, is neareſt 
at her heart; and being convinced that the ſafety 
of the proteſtant ſucceſſion muſt in a great meaſure 
depend on the event of the preſent treaty for a ge- 
neral peace, do moſt humbly beſeech her Majeſty, 
that ſhe will be pleaſed to give particular inſtruc- 
tions to her Plenipotentiaries, that in the concluſion 
of the ſaid treaty, the ſeveral powers in alliance 
with her Majeſty, may be guarantees for the pro- 
teſtant ſucceſſion to the crown of theſe realms, as 
ſettled by act of Parliament, in the illuſtrious houſe 
of Henover. Endeavours were uſed to have that 
motion dropped, but Mr. Hampden, and ſome 
of his friends, inſiſting to have the queſtion 
put, the ſame was done accordingly, and carried 
in the negative, by a majority of 133 voices againſt 


38. After which it was reſolved, 1. That this 


* houſe has ſuch an entire confidence in the repeated 
« declarations her Majefty has been pleaſed to make, 
of her ſecuring to theſe kingdoms the proteſtant ſuc- 
ceſſion, as by law eſtabliſhed in the houſe of Hanover, 
that they can never doubt of her Majeſty's _—_ 
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« the proper meaſures for the ſecurity thereof; and 
« that this houſe will ſupport her Majeſty againſt 
« faction at home, and her enemies abroad; and 

© that this houſe does humbly beſeech her Majeſty, 
« that ſhe will be pleaſed to diſcountenance all thoſe 
© who ſhall endeavour to raiſe jealouſies between her 
« Majeſty and her ſubjects, eſpecially, by miſrepre- 
« ſenting her good intentions for the welfare of her _ 'q 

« people. 2. That the ſaid reſolution be laid before | 
$ her Majeſty by the whole houſe.” | 


The Commons having attended the ueen with 
the ſaid reſolution, her Majeſty was pleated to re- 
turn the ny anſwer. 


Gentlemen; 

Return yon hearty thanks for this reſolution, which Th-Queen's 

is Very becoming you, who truly repreſent all my ve | 
Commons. | | 

You have ſhewn yourſelves honeſt aſſertors of the mo- 
aarchy, zealous defenders of the Ao ada. and real 
friends io the proteſtant ſucceſſion. 

What I have ſaid and done, is ſufficient to ſatisfy 
any perſon who 15 in earneſt for the ſucceſſion, as by 
law eſtabliſhed, in the houſe of Hanover, that I need 
not be put in mind of doing any thing which may 
contribute to render that ſucceſſion ſecure. 


This anſwer being the next day reported by Thanks 66: 
Mr. Speaker, it was reſolved, that the humble thanks femrocd to 
of the houſe be returned to her Majeſty, for her ſaid the Queen. 
moſt gracious aniwer, by ſuch members of this | 
houſe as are of her Majeſty's moſt honourable Privy- 

Council. | 

The day before, Mr. Secretary St. Fobn reported Mr. Secreta- 
to the houſe, that their addreſs of the 3 1ſt of May onde 
laſt, relating to the rents of the Biſhop-lands in Queey's an- 
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North-Britain, that remain in the Crown, having tg 2d. 1 1 
been preſented to the Queen, her Majeſty had Aeiles. 1 
3 commanded. 
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commanded him to acquaint this houfe, that the 
profits arifing from the Biſhops eſtates in Scotland, 
which remain in the Crown, ſhall be applied to the 
ſupport of ſuch of the epiſcopal clergy there, as ſhall 
take the oaths to her yy according to the de. 
fire of this houſe. 

Mr. Secretary St. Jolm alſo reported to the houſe, 
that their addreſs of the oth inſtant, having been 
preſented to her Majeſty, affuring her Majefty of 


the juſt ſenſe this houſe had of the indignity offered 
to her Majeſty, by printing and publiſhing, A l. 


ter from the States-General io her Majefty, and hum- 
bly defiring her Majefty, that ſhe would fo far re. 
ſent ſuch indignity, as to give no anſwer for the fu- 


ture, to any ſuch letters or memorials that ſhould 


be ſo printed or publifhed ; her Majeſty had been 
pleated to command him to acquaint this houſe, 
that her Majefty thanks this houſe for the particular 
mark they have given her upon this occafion of 
their duty to her, and of their concern for her 
honour. 

Mr. Secretary S:. John likewiſe reported to. the 
houſe, that their addreſs of the 24 inftant having 


been preſented to her Majefty, that ſhe would be 


pleaſed to order an account to be laid before this 
houſe, of the negociations and tranſactions relating 


to the preliminaries i in 1709; and alfo an account | 


of the negociations and tranſactions at Ger!ruydenburg, 
and who were employed as her Majeſty's Pleni- 
potentiaries, in tranfacting thoſe negociations : That 
her Majeſty had been pleaſed to give order therein; 
but that by reaſon of the length thereof, they could 
not be ſooner prepared, and that he was now com- 
manded to lay them before the houſe. And he 
preſented the ſame, with a liſt of the titles to the 
houſe accordingly. Whereupon it was ordered, 
that the faid accounts do lie upon the bie, to be 
_— by the- members of the houſe. . 


That 


40 
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That day, the Commons adjourned to Saturday the 


= 21ſt of June, when the Queen came to the houſe of 
the Peers with the uſual ſtate, and the Commons be- 


hall ing ſent for up, and attending, her Majeſty was 
de. pleaſed to give the royal aſſent to ſeveral public 


bills. f 
ſe, | T0 | 5 | 
een After which, her Majeſty made the following ſpeech 
of to both houſes of Parliament. | 
re Fo TH | J 
1 My Lords and Gentlemen, | i 
m. NME laſt time I was here, I ſpoke fo fully, # 
re. 6 T and afterwards received from both houſes 1 
fu; « ſuch ſatisfactory addreſſes, that there remains little l 
ald more for me to ſay at the cloſe of this meeting of f 
en Parliament, but to repeat my hearty thanks for 
{, © your late ſolemn aſſurances. They will give me 
lar « ſtrength to ſtruggle with any difficulties which may 1 
of © yet be raiſed, and I hope, that neither they who | 
er © envy the making a good peace, nor who think it | 

their intereſt to continue the war, will be able to 
he defeat our joint endeavours for the honour and ad- : 
ng vantage of Britain, and the ſecurity of all our 
be * allies. | | | ö 
1s | | : 
Ng Gentlemen of the houſe of Commons, 
nt | At the ſame time that I thank you moſt kindly 7 
7, for the ſupplies you have chearfully granted, I. 
l cannot but let you know my ſatisfaction in the 
at near view I have of a peace, ſince it will, in ſome 
F © meaſure, recompence my ſubjects for their vaſt ö 
Id « expences, and alſo lighten that heavy burthen [ 
1- they have borne during the war. 1 | j 
5 1 | 
1e My Lords and Gentlemen, 1 
d, « You have expreſſed how ſenſible you are of the 
X advantage and ſecurity which accrue to Great- 


Britain, and our allies, by the terms propoſed 
for a peace. And I need not mention to you the 
t G 4 « miſchiefs 


* 
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miſchiefs which muſt follow the breaking off this 
treaty. Our burthens will be at leaſt continued, 
if not increaſed; the preſent opportunity would 

be irrecoverably loft, of Britain's eſtabliſhing a 

real balance of power in Europe, and improving 
our own commerce; and if any one of our allics 

ſhould gain ſomething by ſuch a proceeding, the 
reſt would ſuffer in the common calamity. But! 
hope, by God's bleſſing, ſuch fatal deſigns will be 
diſappointed. 

* You are now returning into your reſpective 
countries, and I perſuade myſelt, you will not be 

wanting in your endeavours, to obviate the deſigns 
of any il|-minded perſons, who may attempt to 

ſow ſedition amongſt my ſubjects, and, under 
ſpecious pretences, carry on deſigns they dare not 
own. 

I hope at your next meeting, there will be an 
opportunity of perfecting what I have recom- 
'* mended to you, which you have left unfiniſhed in 

* this ſeſſion. 

I cannot conclude. without aſſuring, you, that 
© nothing ſhall move me from ſteadily purſuing the 

true intereſt of ſo fel and affectionate a 

people. 
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Both houſe Afterwards, the Lord Keeper of the great ſeal 
adiourn to 


the Sch of ſignified her Majeſty's pleaſure, that both houſes 


Jab, ſhould forthwith ſeverally adjourn, until Tuz/day the 


whereby 


Mr. Valtote 8th of Juby next, which they did accordingly. The 
and others reafons of this adjournment (inſtead of a prorogati- 
tus in On, 35 was generally expected) were variouſly diſ- 
cuſtody. courſed of: Bur many were apt to ſurmiſe it to be 
intended, as a further mortification on Mr. Walpole; 
who rather choſe to continue priſoner 1 in the tower, 
than make his ſubmiſſion to the houſe. Mr. Man, 
and Mr. Buckley, ſhewed the fame generous reſo- 
lution, and were likewiſe continued i in cuſtody of 
„ Serjcant at arms. 


The 


9 
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T. peace being ſigned and ratified, the The Parlia- 


ment meets, 


Queen reſolved not to defer any longer 2 April ch. 
meeting of her Parliament. Accordingly her | 


jeſty went the gth of April, to which they — 


prorogued, to the houſe of Peers, with the uſual 
tate and en and the Commons being ſent 
for up, and attending, her Majeſty was pleaſed to 


make the following ſpeech to both houſes 


My Lords and Gentlemen, | 
Ended the laſt ſeſſion with my hearty chanks The ee 
for the ſolemn aſſurances you had given me, 8 
0 = which I have been enabled to overcome the dif- 
« ficu!ties contrived to obftruct the general peace. 

I have deferred opening the ſeſnon until now, 
being very deſirous to communicate to you, at 
« your firſt meeting, the ſucceſs of this important 
* affair 3 it is therefore with great pleaſure I tell you 
the treaty 1s ſigned, and in a few days the wiß⸗ 

« cations will be exchanged. 

The negociation has been drawn into ſo great a 
length, that all our allies have had ſufficient op- 
portunity to adjuſt their ſeveral intereſts; though 
the public charge has been thereby much increaſed, 
yet I hope my people will be eaſy under it, ſince 
ve have happily obtained the end we propoſed.. - 

© What I have done for ſecuring the proteſtant 

ſucceſſion, and the perfect friendſhip there is be- 

tween me and the houſe of Hanover, may con- 

vince ſuch who wiſh well to both, and deſire the 
quict and ſafety of their country, how vain all at- 
tempts are to divide us; and thoſe who would 

make a merit by ſeparating our NOTES will 

never attain their il] ends, 


aA „ oo „„ 


' Gentlemen of the houſe of Commons. 
As great a progreſs has been made in reducing 


the public expence, as the circumſtances of affairs 
would admit. 


« What 
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What force may be neceſſary for ſecuring our 
© commerce by ſea, and for guards and garriſons, 
I leave entirely to my Parliament. 

WW s Make your ſelves ſafe, and I ſhall be ſatis. 

e. ed. | 

Next to che ptotektion of the pine providence, 

984 depend upon the loyalty and affection of my 
people. I want no other guaranty. 

I recommend to your care thoſe brave men 

* who have ſerved well by ſea or land this war, and 


| 15 eunnot be employed in time of peace. 


I defire you to provide the ſupplies you ſhall 

© judge requiſite, and to give ſuch diſpatch as may 
be neceffary- for your own caſe and the public 
5 3 1 


| My Lords and Gentlemen, 

*. The many advantages I have obtained for my 
* own ſubjects, have occaſioned much oppoſition, 
and long delay to this peace. 


© © Tt affords me great ſatisfaction, that my people 
will have it in their power by degrees to repair 


© What they have ſuffered during ſo long and bur- 
* thenſome a war. 

* The eaſing of our foreign ade; as far as 1s 
* conliſtent with national credit, will deſerve your 
© care. 

And to think of proper methods for improv- 
* ing and encouraging our home trade and manu- 
« factures, particularly the fiſhery, which may be 
© carried on to employ all our ſpare hands, and be 
© a mighty benefit even to the remoteſt parts of this 
'6E1 | 

8 Wt matters were laid before you laſt ſeſKon, 
* which the weight and multiplicity of other buſi 
< neſs would not permit you to perfect; I hope 

© you will take a proper opportunity to ar them 
a due conſideration. 


I cat 


can- 


voy DEFATES. 
cannot however but expreſly mention my 


6 diſpleaſure at the unparallelled licentiouſneſs in pub- 


« liſhing ſeditious and ſcandalous libels. 
The impunity ſuch practices have met with, 
« encouraged the blaſpheming every thing facred, 
and the propagating opinions tending to the over- 
throw of all religion and government. 
< Proſecutions have been ordered, but it will re- 
« quire ſome new law to put a ſtop to this growing 
evil, and your beſt endeavours in your reſpective 
« ſtations to diſcourage it. | | 
The impious practice of duelling requires ſome 
© ſpeedy and effectual remedy. | 
Now we are entering upon a peace abroad, let 
me conjure you all to uſe your utmoſt endeavours 
for calming mens minds at home, that the arts of 
peace may be cultivated. 55 TRIO 
Let no groundleſs jealouſies, contrived by a 
faction, and fomented by a party-rage, effect that 
* which our foreign enemies could not. 
I pray God to direct all your conſultations for 
© his glory and the welfare of my people.” 


The Queen being retired from the houſe of Peers, 
and the Commons gone back to their own, the 
Duke of Beaufort made a motion for an addreſs of 


thanks, which had occaſioned a ſmall debare, chiefly | 
about the expreſſion of general peace.” Some Peers tone 1 


argued, that it could not be ſaid to be general, 
ſince the Emperor, the Elector of Hanover, and 
other Princes and States of the empire were not yet 
come into it: But they were anſwered, that it juſt- 
ly might be called general, fince the major part 
of the allies had figned it. After this a motion 
was made, that in the addreſs of thanks a claufe 
might be inſerted, that her Majeſty would be 
pleaſed to lay before the houſe the treaties of peace 
and commerce; but the queſtion being put there- 

| | upon, 
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upon, it was carried in the negative by a majority 
of 74 voices againſt 43. The next day, the Duke 
of Beaufort reported the addreſs of thanks to the. 
houſe, and the ſame being approved, was on Sa- 


turday the 11th, about two in the afternoon, pre- 
ſented to the Queen as follows: 


- Moſt gracious Sovereign, 

0 E your Majeſty's moſt dutiful and loyal 
6: ſubjects, the Lords ſpiritual and temporal 
in Parliament aſſembled, do, with the greateſt 
joy and ſatisfaction, return our humble thanks to 
« your Majeſty for your molt gracious ſpeech from 
< 'the throne, and for communicating to your Par- 
© lament that a peace is concluded; "by which we 
„hope, with the bleſſing of God, that your people 
will, in a few years, recover themſelves after ſo 
long and expenſive a war; and alſo do congratu- 


late your Majeſty upon the ſucceſs of your endea. | 


vours for a general peace. 

We never had the leaſt doubt, but that your 

Majeſty, who is the great ſupport and-ornament 
of the proteſtant religion, would continue to take, 
as you have always done, | the wiſeſt meaſures for 
ſecuring: the proteſtant ſucceſſion, towards which 
nothing can be more neceſſary, than the perfect 
friendſhip there is between your n, and the 
houſe of Hanover. 

And we humbly aſſure your Majeſty, that as 
you expreſs your dependance, next under God, 
upon the duty and affection of your people, we 
think our ſelves bound by the ſtricteſt ties of re- 
ligion, loyalty, and gratitude, to make all the 
dutiful returns that can be paid by the moſt 
obedient ſubjects to the moſt Mow op 100 ae 
reign.” | 


ler 


A. 1714. W 


Her Majeſty's as to this addreſs, was, 


My Lords, 
7 Do + hadith thank you for this addreſs; and be of: 
ſured, that I take a particular ſatisfaftion, that you 


ſo kindly expreſs the ſy you have in me, 


The Cominons being on the gth of April, re- 
turned to their houſe, and their Speaker having re- 
ported to them the Queen's ſpeech, as uſual z 
Mr. Pitts made a motion for an addreſs of thanks, 
which was carried nemine con!radicente ; and the mo- 
tion for a clauſe, that the treaties of peace and com- 
merce might be communicated to the houſe, waved, 
That next day Mr. Pitis Chairman of the Com- 
mittee appointed to draw up the addreſs of thanks, 
reported the ſame to the houſe, and after a ſmall de- 
bate, about the words, 7o ſee accompliſhed, which by 
a great majority were voted to ſtand, the addreſs 
was agreed to; and on the 11th preſented by the 
whole houſe to the Queen, as follows : 


aq 1 gracious Sovereign, 
E your Majeſty moſt dutiful and loyal 
6 ſubjects, the Commons of Grea!- Britain in 
Parliament aſſembled, beg leave with all humility, 
to approach your royal perſon with our unanimous 
* acknowledgments for all the benefits we enjoy un- 
der your Majeſty's moſt auſpicious reign, 
The many great ſucceſſes which have attended 


your Majeſty's arms, had left nothing to be wiſh- 


© ed, but ſuch a peace. as might be conducted by 
your councils, which now we have the happineſs 
to ſee accompliſhed; and as we are truly ſenſible of 
* your Majeſty's gracious and generous intentions, 


. in undertak ing that great work, ſo we have all 


ae reaſon to admire your ſteadineſs in carry- 
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ing it on, and overcoming the many difficulties 
contrived to obſtruct it; and it is with the high. 
eſt ſatisfaction, we congratulate your Majeſty upon 
the happy concluſion of this treaty z for we are 
ſo much convinced of your Majeſty's tender regard 
to the public welfare; and the many inſtances of 
your wiſdom have taught us to have ſo perfect a 
reliance upon it, that we cannot doubt but your 
Majeſty hath procured all reaſonable ſatisfaction 
for your allies, and eſtabliſhed the intereſt of your 
own kingdoms in ſuch a manner, as to make us 
not only ſecure for the future, but a Beating 
and a happy people. 

« Your Majeſty can give no higher proof of the 
care you take of poſterity, than by the concern 
you are pleaſed to expreſs for the Proteſtant ſuc- 
ceſſion in the houſe of Hanover, upon which the 
future happineſs of this kingdom ſo much depends, 
We hope, and truſt, that nothing will ever be 
able to interrupt the friendſhip between your Ma- 
jeſty and that illuſtrious family, ſince the wicked 
« deligns of thoſe who would endeavour to ſeparate 
your 1ntereſts, muſt be too plain ever to ſucceed. 

* Your FAITHFUL COMMONS Can never enough 
expreſs the grateful ſenſe they have of the many 
gracious aſſurances contained in your Majefty's 


* „ 


ſpeech; and after what your Majeſty hath done to 
« 


eaſe your ſubjects of the heavy — which be- 
* fore lay upon them, and after your unparallelled 
* goonefs, in demanding nothing from them for 


the time to come, but what they themſelves ſhall 


judge requiſite for their own ſafety ; the beſt re- 


© turn they can make, will be a ready and dutifu! | 


compliance with every thing you have been 


A. 1713. 


pleaſed to recommend: And t Ae fail moſt 
chearfully to ſet about providing the ſupplies ne- 
ceſſary for this year's ſervice. Your Majeſty's 
repeated condeſcenſions muſt, in the ſtrongeſt 
manner, engage the hearts and affections of all 

nd Es * your 
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ies I © your ſubjects to your Majeſty, and we are ſatisfied 
2h. ve cannot more truly repreſent them, than by con- 
on Ml tributing our utmoſt endeavours to make your reign 
are as proſperous, glorious, and eaſy to you ſelf, as it 
ud is beneficial and happy to your people.” WR 
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a To this addreſs the Queen was pleaſed to anſwer, 


* 


On Gentlemen, ELSE: 
r HIS adareſs cannot but be very agreeable to me 0 
as it comes from my loyal Commons; and as it __ 
ne il is a continuation of thoſe expreſſions of duty and af- 
fection, which you have ſhewn through this whole 

he Parliament. | | 


IC- The ſame day the Commons read the firſt time, 7 
he A bill for the better enforcing the executing of the law Till againfs hl 
is. WW for preventing clandeſtine outlawries ; and having, as (anime g 
be ufual, ſettled the grand Commiltees for religion. 
la. grievances, courts of juſtice, and of privileges and 
ed elections; ordered their Speaker to iſſue out his 
ite | warrants to the clerk of the crown, to make out 
| new writs for electing members to fill up eleven 
21 WM vacancies in the houſe occaſioned by the Lord Viſ- 
ny count Railton's going up to the houſe of Lords as 
''s I Earl of Godolphin; the death of nine others, and a 
to Mr. Thomas Medlico!*s accepting, ſince his election, q 
e- a profitable employment, being lately made one of , 
d | the Commiſſioners of her Majeſty's revenue in | 
or | Ireland. Horatio Walpole, Eſq; having alſo ſince 
il I his election, accepted the office of one of the ſaid 
e- || Commiſſioners, an order was made the next day 
ul for a new writ, for the electing a Burgeſs in his 
n room; but both he and Mr. Mralicot were ſoon af- 
it ter choſen. 1 | . 
e On the 10th, the Commons proceeded to take 
into conſideration the Queen's ſpeechito both houſes, 
it and the ſame being read by the Speaker, it was 
I reſolved that an humble addreſs be preſented to her 

| | Majeſty, 
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Majeſty, that ſhe ſhould be pleaſed to give directions 
to the proper officers, to lay before the houſe, an 
account how the money given by the Parliament 
for the ſervice of the years 1711 and 1712 had been 
diſpoſed of. After this a motion being made for a 
ſupply, the ſame was put off till the Monday fol. 
lowing, when in a Committee of the whole houſe, 
who took her Majeſty's ſpeech into conſideration, 
it was unanimouſly reſolved, that a ſupply be granted 
to her Majeſty. The Saturday before, the Commons 
ordered a bill to be brought in 7 aboliſh trials by 
fingle combat, and to prevent the impious practice of 
duelling. After which General $/anhope moved, 
that an humble addreſs be preſented to her Ma- 
jeſty, that ſhe would be pleaſed (in due time) to 
communicate to the houſe the treaties of peace and 
commerce entered into by her Majeſty with the 
crowns of France and Spain, which was carried in 
the affirmative, with the addition of the words, in 
due time. This addreſs having been preſented to 
the Queen by Mr. Chancellor of the Exchequer, 
her Majeſty was pleaſed to anſwer, That ſhe intended 
to communicate to her Parliament the treaties this 
houſe deſired, as ſoon as it was prafticable : Which 
the Chancellor of the Exchequer 2 8 8 to the 


houſe on the 14th of April. 


On the firſt of May, a Bill was ordered to be 
brought f in for ſecuring the freedom of Parliaments, 
by limiting the number of officers in the houſe of Com- 
mons; after which the land- tax bill was read a third 
time, paſſed, and ſent up to the Lords. The next 
day, the Commons reſolved to preſent two addreſſes 
to the Queen, that ſhe would be pleaſed to give 
order to the proper Officers to lay before the houſe, 
1. An eſtimate of the charge of the land forces in 
her Majeſty's pay, for the firſt ſix months, for the 
year 1713. 2. An eſtimate of the office of ord- 
nance for land ſervice, for the year 1713. This 
done, it was ordered, that the reverend Dr. Henry 

| Sacheverell 
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Sacheverell be deſired to preach before this houſe, at Dr. Sacte- 
St. Margaret's Weſtminſter, the 29th inſtant, (being hrs og 
the day on which the nation commemorates. the before the 

RESTORATION of the Roy AL FamiLy) and that ens. 

Sir John Packington, Sir William Whitlocke, Mr. News- 

land, and Mr. Hungerford, do acquaint him therewith. _ 

On the 15th of May, the bill for ſecuring the Motion to 
freedom of Parliaments, by limiting the number O b 
of officers in the houſe of Commons, was read a to the malt 
ſecond time and committed; and it having been ROOD 
obſerved, that the like bill had ſeveral times been 
loſt in the houſe of Peers, ſome members deſigned 
to have tacked it to a money bill. But a motion 
being made, and the queſtion put, that the ſaid 
bill be committed to the Committee of the whole 
houſe, to whom the malt-bill was committed, it 
paſſed in the negative by a majority of 160 voices 
againſt 111; ſeveral members who were for the bill, 
being at the ſame time againſt the lacking. 

The endeavours of the Scotch members in the The Serb 
houſe of Commons for eaſing their countrymen of ee 
part of the malt-tax, having proved ineffectual, they hold fveral 
had ſeveral private meetings with the Scotch Peers 3 
fitting in Parliament; and laying aſide the invidious 
diſtinctions of Tory and Yhig, they conſulted toge- 
ther how to redreſs. their grievances. On the 26th 
of May they deputed four of their members, viz. the 
Duke of Argyle, the Earl of Marr, Mr. Lockhart, 
and Mr, Cockburn, who, by their order, attended Ther dp 
the Queen, and by word of mouth humbly remon- 9 
ſtrated to her Majeſty, * That their countrymen 
* bore with great impatience the violation of ſome 
© articles of the act of Union, and that the laying 
ſuch an inſupportable burthen, as the malt-tax, 
upon them, was like to raiſe their diſcontents to 
* ſuch a height, as to prompt them to declare the 
nion diffolved.* To this unexpected verbal re- 
monſtrance the Queen anſwered, This was à preci- — 8 
fitate reſolution, and ſhe wiſhed they might not have 

YOl, YE H reaſon 


98 PARLIAMENTARY A. 1713. 
reaſon to repent it; but however, ſhe would endeavour 
to make all things eaſy. The Scotch members being 
met again the next day, and their deputies having 
made their report of her Majeſty's anſwer, it was 
unanimouſly agreed that before they proceeded fur- 
ther, they ſhould lay their grievances before the 

| houſe of Lords. Accordingly on Thurſday the 28th 

of May, after the Lords had adjourned the debate 

about the VIIIth and XIth articles of the treaty of 
commerce, the Earl of Seafield made a motion in 

the houſe of Peers, that ſome Day might be ap- 
pointed to conſider the ſtate of the nation; where. 

upon the Lords appointed Monday the firſt of June, 

Debate in When all the Lords in town were ſummoned, Be. 
Lade about tween one and two the debate began, opened by 
the Union. the Earl that made the motion, who repreſented the 
grievances of the Scotch nation, which he reduced 

to four heads, viz. * 1. Their being deprived of a 

« Privy-council. 2. The laws of England, in caſes MW « 

of treaſon extended to Scotland. 3. The Scotch MM « 
Peers being incapable of being made Peers of 
Great-Britain, as it was judged and declared in 
» 

= 

0 

6 


the caſe of the late Duke of Hamilton. And, 4th, 

the Scots being ſubjected to the malt-tax, which 

would be the more unſupportable to them now, 

in that they never bore it during the war, and had 

reaſon to expect to reap and enjoy the benefits of 

peace :* concluding, © That ſince the Union between 

the two nations had not thoſe good effects as were 

expected and hoped for from it, when it was 

made, he therefore moved, that leave might be 

given to bring in a Bill for diſſolving the ſaid Union, 
and ſecuring the proteſtant ſucceſſion in the houſe of 

Hanover, ſecuring the Queen's prerogative in both 

kingdoms, and preſerving an entire amity and good 
correſpondence between the two kingdoms.” This mo- 
tion was ſeconded by the Earl of Marr ; and op- 

poſed by the Lord North and Grey, who in a long 

| ſpeech endeavoured to ſhew, that thecomplaints - 
| the 
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the Scots were groundleſs, and the diſſolving of the 
Union impracticable, not without ſome reflections 
on the poverty of the Scotch nation. He was anſwered 
by the Lord Eglington, who allowed the Scotch na- 


tion to be poor; and therefore unable to pay the 
« malt-tax.% The Lord North and Grey replied to 


him, inſiſting, That it was nothing but what was 


agreed by the treaty of Union; the XIVth article of 
« which imported, that Scotland ſhould not be charged 
with any impoſition on malt during the war ozly, 
« which now was at an end.“ The Earl of Jay con- 
feſſed there was ſuch a clauſe ; but that the ſame ar- 
ticle imported, That ſeeing it could not be ſup- 
« poſed, that the Parliament of Greaz- Britain would 
ever lay any ſorts of burthens upon the united king- 
dom, but what they ſhould find of neceſſity, at that 
time, for the preſervation and good of the whole, 
and with due regard to the circumſtances and abi- 


lities of every part of the united kingdom, there- 


fore it was agreed, that there ſhould be no further 
* exemption inſiſted on for any part of the united 
kingdom, but that the conſideration of any exemp- 
tions beyond what was already agreed on in this 
* treaty, ſhould be left to the determination of the 
Parliament gf Great- Britain.“ He urged, that 
* when this treaty was made, the Scots concluded, the 


Parliament of Great- Britain would never go about 


to lay any impoſition that they had reaſon to believe 
* was burthenſome; and having ſet forth their ina- 


* bility to pay the mall-tax, concluded, for the Earl 


of Finlater's motion.“ Hereupon the Earl of Peter- 
borough ſtood up, and made a long ſpeech, wherein 
he endeavoured to ſhew the impoſſibility of diſſolv- 


ing the Union. He ſaid among other things, 


That he had heard the Union compared to a mar- 
riage; that according to that notion, ſince as it 


* was made, it could not be broke; being made by 


© the greateſt power upon earth. That though 


* ſometimes there happened a difference between 
H 2 ian 
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man and wife, yet it did not preſently break the 
marriage: So in the like manner, though England, 


« who, in this national marriage, muſt be ſuppoſed | 


to be the huſband, might, in ſome inſtances, have 


been unkind to the Lady, yet ſhe ought not pre- 


« ſently to ſue for a divotce, the rather becauſe ſhe 
had very much mended her fortune by this match, 
adding, that the Union was a contract, than 
© which nothing could be more binding.” To this 
the Lord Iſlay anſwered, That if the Union had the 
* ſame ſanction as marriage, which was an ordinance 
of God, he ſfould be for obſerving it as religiouſly 


das that, but that he thought there was a great 


difference.“ To which the Earl of Peterborough re- 
plied, He could not tell how it could be more ſo- 
* lemn than it was, except they expected it ſhould 


have come down from heaven, like the ten com- 


* mandments. Animadverting in the concluſion, 
on the Scots, as a people that could never be ſa- 
* tisfied ; that they would have all the advantages of 
being united to England, but would pay nothing, 
by their good will: and that they had more mo- 
* ney from England than all their eſtates amounted 
to in their own country.“ To him the Duke of 
Argyle replied, in a very handſome but warm ſpeech ; 


ſaying, among other things, * That he was by ſome 


reflected on as if he was diſguſted and had changed 
<* ſides, but that he deſpiſed thoſe perſons, as much 
as he undervalued their judgments. That it was 
true he had a great hand in making the Union : 
That the chief reaſon that moved him to it was 
the ſecuring the proteſtant ſucceſſion z but that 
he was ſatisfied that might be done as well now, 


Peer of England, as well as of Scotland : That he 
believed in his conſcience, it was as much for the 
intereſt of fer as of Scotland to have it diſ- 


o 
if the Union were diſſolved. That he ſpoke as a 
* folved ; and if it were not, he did not expect long 


to have either property left in Scotland, or liberty 
—— ; | 6 in 
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« in England. He urged, that the tax om malt 
in Scotland was as unequal (though the ſaſhe as in 
England) as taxing land by the acre, which would 
© be very unjuſt, the land being worth five or ſix 
pound per acre, here about London, and not ſo 
many ſhillings in ſome part of the country. That 
this was the caſe between the Scotch and the Engliſh 
malt; the latter being worth three or four ſhillings 
the buſhel, the other not above one: So that if 
+ this tax were collected in Scotland, it muſt be done 
© by a regiment of dragoons.* Some other Scotch 
Peers ſaid, * That the end of the Union was the 
* cultivating an amity and friendſhip between the 
two nations, but it was ſo far from having that 
effect, that they were ſure the animoſities between 
the two nations, were much greater now, than 
before the Union. That it might eaſily be proved 
by many inſtances, that ſome perſons agreed better 
when they were aſunder, than when together; 
* and for that reaſon they believed, if the Union were 
* diſſolved again, the two nations would be like 
* to be better friends.” On the other hand, the 
Lord Chief Juſtice Trevor made a vehement 
ſpeech againſt it, as a thing hardly poſſible to be 
done, He was backed by the Lord Treaſurer, who 
aid. That the Earl of Seafield's motion was no 
{ leſs ſtrange than unexpected, that the Union being 
made by two diſtin& Parliaments of both king- 
* doms, he did not ſee how it could be diſſolved, 
* now the two nations were in different circum- 
* ſtances from what they were in when it was made; 
{ becauſe the power that made it was no more in 
being; and nothing could make it void, but the 
power that created it: Concluding, that if the Scots 
had any greivances to complain of, there might be 
* ſome other method thought of to redreſs them, 
' without proceeding to that extraordinary way of 
* diſſolving the Union, which had been made in 
; H 3 & ſo 
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© fo ſolemn a manner, and brought about with ſo 


much difficulty at laſt, after ſo many fruitleſs at. 
= before.? This was anſwered by the Earl of 
Nottingham, who repreſented, The advantages of 


the Union, if the views with which it was made, 


had been ſteadily purſued.” He added, That 


though the two nations were now in other cir. 
| 8 


cumſtances than when the Union was made, yet 
the ſame power that was in the two Parliament; 
when they were ſeparated and diſtinct, was .lodg- 
ed in them, now they were conſolidated, and 
therefore if they had power to make it, they cer- 
tainly had to diſſolve it: And that he knew not 
any thing but what the Parliament could do, ex- 
cept deſtroying the preſent conſtitution, which he 
owned they had no power to do. That the in- 
© conveniencies that had attended the Union could 
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not be foreſeen till the trial was made: And fince 


the Scots, who were the beſt judges of the affairs 


of their kingdom, found that it did not anſwer 


the ends propoſed, he was for diſſolving it.” Th 
Earl of Sunderland ſaid to the ſame purpoſe, That 
* though he had a hand in making the Union, yer 


if it had not that good effect which was expected 


from it, he was likewiſe for diſſolving it.“ Th 
Lord Viſcount Townſhend ſaid, He was of the ſame 
* opinion; provided, nevertheleſs, means could be 
* found to ſecure the proteſtant ſucceſſion, and 
therefore defired to know what ſecurity the Scots 
could give for that eſſential point, before they 
* proceeded any further.* To this ſome of the Scotch 
Lords replied, * That would appear when the bil 
Vas brought in; that then it was a proper time to 
ſhew what ſecurity they could give; and there. 


fore moved that the queſtion might be put im- 
mediately whether a bill ſhould be brought in or 


not? The Earl of Nottingham deſired, that ano- 
ther day might be appointed to conſider further 
of a matter of ſuch conicquence, that the Lord 
| | - might 
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might be better apprized of it. The Lord Hallifax 
declared alſo for diſſolving the Union, provided it 
could be made appear that the ſucceſſion could be 
ſecured 3; but yet deſired that a further day might 
be appointed to conſider of ſo important a matter. 
Two Scotch Lords, the Earls of Marr, and Loudoun, 
who were before for putting the queſtion imme- 
diately, declared themſelves better ſatisfied by that 
Lord's reaſons, and ſo were for putting it off to 
There were ſeveral other ſpeeches 
made both by Exgl;f and Scotch Lords, particularly 
by the Earls of Powlet, Scarborough, and Scarſdale : 


another time. 


And it is obſervable, that when one of the Lords 


urged the danger that England would be in from the 
Pretender, if the Union were diſſolved, the Lord 
Townſhend anſwered, He could not tell whæt 
England had to fear from that or any other in- 
cident; and that the Queen, Lords, and Com- 
* mons of England, if all in one intereſt, need fear 
no enemy in the world, but ought to deſpiſe the 
The Duke of 
Argyle having occaſion to mention the Pretender, ſaid, 
He knew not what name to call him by, his name 
But the 
Earl of Scarſdale called him the Prince, or, added 
he, the Pretender, which you will, Upon the whole 
matter, the court Lords were all againſt diſſolving 
the Union; and ſaid, that the very moving ſuch a 
thing was dangerous, and might be of ill conſe- 
quence, and therefore deſired that ſuch an effectual 
ſtop might be put to it, as that no one might offer 


Pretender, and all his abettors. 


being now as uncertain as his parents: 


at any ſuch thing again. 


On the other hand, the 


Scotch Lords ſaid, that if the Union were not diſſolv- 
ed, their country would be the moſt miſerable 
The queſtion being put on the Earl 
of Finlater's motion, the ſame was carried in the 

negative by four voices, there being 54 Lords pre- 


under heaven. 


ſent on each ſide, and 17 proxies for the negat 


ive, 
and 
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and only 13 for the affirmative. It is obſervable 
that the Lord Treaſurer having, in the courſe of this 
debate, advanced, That though the tax were laid 
it might be afterwards remitted by the crown, and 
< not levied :2 The Earl of Sunderland /aid, He 
< wondered ſuch expreſſions as tended to eſtabliſh a 
 deſpotic diſpenſing power, and arbitrary government, 
© ſhould come from that noble Lord. To 7his the 
Treaſurer anſwered, * That his family had never 
been for promoting and adviſing arbitrary mea- 
© ſures, as others had done;* which the Earl of 
Sunderland taking to be a reflection on his father, 
he not only vindicated him, but added, That the 
other Lord's family was hardly known in thoſe 
£ dans”: | 

1 Sir Robert Davers reported from the Committee 
of the whole houſe, the amendments they had 
made to the bi] to make effectual the VIIIth and IXth 
articles of the treaty of commerce, which, with amend- 

ments to ſorne of them, were agreed to by the 
houſe. Then a motion being made, that the bill 

With the amendments be engroſſed, the ſame occa- 
fioned a warm debate, that laſted from three o 


clock in the afternoon, till near eleven at night. ſpo 
General Stanhope, Sir Peter King, Mr. Gould, Mr. ſho 
Hampden, and ſome others, made ſpeechees, where- oat 
in they ſhewed the diſadvantages of an open trade liſt 
with France, particularly upon the foot of the bil 


VIIIth and IXth articles of the treaty of commerce. 

The member who ſpoke moſt in favour of the bill, 

was the ſame who was ſaid to have been the perſon 

chiefly employed in that treaty, viz. Mr. Arthur 

Moore, one of the Commiſſioners of trade: But 

ſome of his arguments being thought ſtrained and 

precarious by many of his own party, the majority 

adhered to the opinion of Sir Thomas Hanmer. 

This Gentleman made a long and excellent ſpeech, 

Sir Thomas Wherein, among other things, he ſaid, That be- 
bab. fore he had examined the affair in queſtion to the 

| bottom, 
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« bottom, he had given his vote for the bringing in 
« the bill to make the VIIIth and IXth articles of 
the treaty of commerce effectual; but that having 
« afterwards maturely weighed and conſidered the 
| © allegations of the merchants, traders, and manu- 
facturers, in their ſeveral petitions and repreſenta- 
« tions, he was convinced, that the paſſing of this 
bill would be of great prejudice to the woollen 
and ſilk manufactures of this kingdom; conſe- 
« quently increaſe the number of the poor, and ſo, 
in the end, affect the land. That while he had 
© the honour to ſit in that houſe, he would never be 
* blindly led by any miniſtry ; neither, on the other 
© hand, was he byaſſed by what might weigh with 


* ſome men, vi. the fear of loſing their elections: 
But that the principles upon which he acted, were 


* the intereſt of his country, and the conviction of 
* his judgment, and upon thoſe two conſiderations 
alone, he was againſt the bill.“ This ſpeech 
made a great impreſſion on many of the members 
and Mr. Aiſlaiby, one of the Lords Commiſſioners 
of the admiralty, and Mr. Francis Anneſiy, one of 
the Commiſſioners of the public accounts, having 
(poke alſo againſt the bill, the queſtion whether it 
ſhould be engroſſed, was, at laſt, carried in the ne- 
gative, by a majority of 194 voices againſt 185. A 
liſt of the perſons who ſpoke for and againſt the 
bill, was handed about as follows. 


r 
1. Sir Robert Vyvian, 10. Mr. Tho. Foley, 


2, Mr. Campion, 11. Mr. Manley, © 
3. Sir Richard How, 12. Mr. Edward Harley, 
4. Mr, Eversfield, 13. Mr. James Murray, 
5. Mr. Adleworth, 14. Sir Alex. Cuming, 


5, Sir Foſeph Martin, 15. Col. Byerley, 

7. Sir Will. Whitlocke, 16. Mr. Arthur Moore, 
8. Mr, Gore, 17. Mr. Ceſar. 
9. Mr. Baldwin, | — 
| | Againſt 
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Againſt the B I L. L. 


1. Mr. Robert Heyſbam, 11. Mr. Lawſon, 

2, Mr. Cholmondley, 12. Mr. Smith, 

3. Gen. Stanhope, 13. Sir D. Dalrymple, 
4. Mr. Docminique, 14. Mr. Tho. Smith, of 
5. Sir Arthur Kay, Glaſpow, 

6. Mr. Gould, | 15. Sir Tho. Hanmer, 
7. Mr. Pouliney, 16. Mr. Aiflaiby, 

8. Sir Peter King, 17. Mr. Worley, 

9. Mr. Hampden, 18. Mr. Francis Anneſh. 
10. Mr. Batly, N 


It was obſerved that of the four members for the 
city of London, one only, Sir William Withers, vot- 
ed for the bill; and that Sir Richard Hoare, the 
preſent Lord Mayor, Sir George Newland, and Sir 


Fobn Caſs, voted againſt it; as did alſo the two | 


members for Weſtminſter, Mr. Medlicot, and Mr. 

Thomas Croſs, the laſt of whom was afterwards 

knighted. On the other hand, it was confidently 

given out, that the Lord Treaſurer, foreſeeing the 

ill effects of paſling ſuch a bill at this juncture, wrote 

Report 2- the night before a letter to the Speaker of the houſe 

_—— of Commons, deliring him to uſe his intereſt to 

the Speaker. make it drop; which ſtep he might probably be in- 

| duced to take, from the oppoſition the ſaid bill was 

like to meet with in the houſe of Lords, where, 

that very afternoon, the Earls of Angleſey and Abing- 

don, and ſome other Peers, had declared againſt 

it. However, ſome doubted either the reality or 

true deſign of ſuch a letter, becauſe moſt of the 

court and Scorch members voted for the bill. Be 

Rejoicires that as it will, the London drapers, mercers, and 

upon the weavers, were overjoyed at the rejecting of the bill 

rejecting and on Friday night, the 19th of June, expreſ 

* ſed their ſatisfaction by ſeveral bonefires and illumi- 
nations. 
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The next day, Mr. Chancellor of the Exchequer 


acquainted the Commons, That their addreſs hav- ke 
ing been preſented to the Queen for an account to aniwer about 
« be laid before the houſe, what equivalent was the <3=iva- 


lent for 


given to the moſt Chriſtian King for the demo- Duntirk, 


« Jition of Dunkirk, and in caſe the equivalent was 


© not complied with, what was ſtipulated relating 


to Dunkirk: Her Majeſty had been pleaſed to 
command him to acquaint this houſe, that in pur- 
ſuance of the treaties, as well between her Majeſty 
and the moſt Chriſtian King, as between that 
King and the Szates-General, the equivalent which 
was to be given for the demolition of Dunkirk, 
« was already in the hands of his moſt Chriſtian 


'« Majeſty.” It was reported, that many of the 


members were not over-pleaſed with this anſwer 
and that they only acquieſced in it, out of reſpect to 
her Majeſty. | 

On Monday the 22d of June, the Commons re- 
ſolved to addreſs her Majeſty, That ſhe would 
be pleaſed to direct the Commiſſioners of her 
navy to make trials of pitch and tar made of roch 
and roof ſtone, that they might be able to report 
the nature and uſefulneſs of them.“ After this 
Mr. Chancellor of the Exchequer acquainted them, 
that purſuant to their addreſs for an account, What 
* her Majeſty had ſtipulated for the trade of Great- 
« Britain in Flanders, and how the ſame was to be 
« ſecured,” her Majeſty had commanded the report of 
her Commiſſioners of trade, about that matter, to 
be laid before this houſe. And he preſented the 
ſame accordingly z which being read, it was re- 
ſolved to addreſs her Majeſty, <* That ſhe would be 
© pleaſed to take care, that the towns in Flanders 


in her Majeſty's poſſeſſion, be not evacuated till 


* thoſe who are to have the ſovereignty of the Spa- 
* niſh Netherlands, agree to ſuch articles for regu- 
* lating of trade, as may put the ſubjects of Great- 
* Britain upon an equal foot with thoſe of any other 

| © nation,” 
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ry gracious anſwer, according to t 
houſe. | 

The rejecting of the Bill to make effectual the 
VIII and IXth articles of the treaty of commerce, 


e deſire of the 


CY * 4 0 [4 
being a tacit, not to ſay an expreſs condemnation of 2 
. But 
that treaty, and no ſmall reflection, both on thoſe or 


that immediately managed that important affair, 
and even on thoſe by whom they were employed; 1 * 
the majority of the Commons were inclined to pal- 
liate any miſtakes that might have happened through h 
inadvertancy and human frailty : The rather, be. | 


cauſe ſome men began to exult, as if they had al- - 
ready triumphed over their adverſaries. Here- ft 
upon, on the 23d of June, Sir Thomas Hanmer 125 


made a motion, That an addreſs be preſented to 
*« her Majeſty, returning her Majeſty the humble 


thanks of this houſe, for the great care ſhe has 


taken of the ſecurity and honour of her kingdoms 1 
in the treaty of peace; and alſo for what ſhe has 
* done in the treaty of commerce with France, by 


« laying ſo good a foundation for the intereſts of her |}, © 
people in trade; and humbly to defire her Ma- a 
jeſty, that ſhe would be pleaſed to appoint Com- if 

« miſfaries to treat with Commiſſaries on the part of. 

* France, for adjuſting ſuch matters as ſhall be ne- . f 

ceſſary to be ſettled in the treaty of commerce be- 


tween her Majeſty and France, that the treaty may 
© be ſo explained and perfected, that an entire 
E ſcheme of trade may be ſettled, for the making 
effectual her Majeſty's gracious intentions for the 
good and welfare of her people.” The houſe be- 
ing very thin, and many of the members who vot- 
ed againſt the bill above-mentioned, and who did 
not expect ſuch a motion, being abſent, the que- 
ſtion was carried in the affirmative by a majority of 
156 voices againſt 72. After a Committee for 
drawing up the addreſs had been appointed, Ge- 
neral S/anhope made a motion, and the queſtion was 


put, 
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put, That it be an inſtruction to the ſaid Com 


« mittee, that they do repreſent in the ſaid addreſs, 
« the' ſenſe of this houſe, that her Majeſty's Com- 


« miſſaries, who are to treat of the commerce be- 


« tween Great-Britain and France, ſhall inſiſt, that 
liberty be given to her Majeſty's ſubjects to trade 
to all the ports in the French King's dominions :? 
But the previous queſtion being put, that that que- 
ſtion be now put, it paſſed in the negative. The 
next day Sir Thomas Hanmer reported the addreſs 
of thanks, which was agreed to, and reſolved, 
that the ſaid addreſs be preſented to her Majeſty by 
the whole houſe. Accordingly on Friday, the 20th 
of Fune, about fix o'clock in the afternoon, the 
Commons, with their Speaker, did, by her Ma- 
jeſty's appointment, attend her at her palace at 
Kenſington with the following addreſs. 


Moſt gracious Sovereign, | 
E your Majeſty's moſt dutiful and loyal 
W ſubjects, the Commons of Great- Britain 
in Parliament aſſembled, having, at the opening 
* of this ſeſſion, congratulated your Majeſty upon 
the concluſion of a peace, find ourſelves now under 
© equal obligations of duty, to expreſs our thank- 
© fulneſs to your Majeſty, ſince we have been ac- 
* quainted with the conditions and terms of it; 
* which by your great wiſdom have been procured, 
* and by your gracious condeſcenſion have been 
* communicated to us: Your Majeſty's extenſive 
* care hath not only provided for the ſecurity, bur 
the honour of your kingdoms ; and we ſhould be 
© wanting in our concern for both, if we ſhould 
* omit our juſt acknowledgments for the particular 
regards which your Majeſty in this, as well as 
other inſtances, hath ſhewn to them. | 

The good foundation your Majeſty hath laid 


* for the intereſt of your people in trade, by what 


* you 
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you have done in the treaty of navigation and 
commerce with France, gives us hopes of ſeeing it 
« yet further improved to the advantage of your 
« kingdoms ; and we make it our humble requeſt to 
< your Majeſty, that you will be pleaſed to appoint 
< Commiſſlaries to treat with thoſe of France, for 
< the adjuſting ſuch matters, as are ſtill neceſlary to 


be ſettled; and that you will give ſuch orders for 


the perfecting the ſaid treaty, and explaining the 
« ſeveral parts of it, that an entire ſcheme of trade 
may be framed between Great-Britain and France, 
* which may fully anſwer, and make effectual your 
< Majeſty's gracious intentions for the good and 
welfare of your people.“ 


To which the Queen was. pleaſed to give this 


anſwer. 


Gentlemen, Wu 
F Thank you moſt heartily for this addreſs which jo 


fully expreſſes your approbation f the treaties f 


peace and commerce with France. 

It was with no ſmall difficulty that ſo great ad- 
vantages in trade were obtained for my ſubjefFs, and 
1 will readily comply with your deſires, in continuing 
my utmoſt care to ſecure the benefits I have ſtipulated 
for my people. | | 


This anſwer ſurprized many of the members, 
ſuch, eſpecially, who readily went into the addreſs 
with no other intention, than to ſhew their appro- 
bation of the treaty of peace, abſtracted from the 
treaty of commerce. However, the Speaker hav- 


ing early the next day reported the ſaid anſwer to 


a very thin houſe, it was reſolved, nemine contra- 
dicente, * That the humble thanks of this houſe be 
returned to her Majeſty, for her Majeſty's mot 
* gracious anſwer to the addreſs of this houſe.” 


On 
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On the 25th of June, Mr. Chancellor of the Ex- 
cheguer preſented to the houſe the following meſſage 
fom her Majeſty. | 


ER Majefty thinks fit to acquaint her loyal 
6 houſe of Commons, with the difficulties, 


111 


A meſſage 
from the 


Queen, 


vhich ſhe in a particular manner lies under by the concerning 


« debts contracted in her civil government, occa- 
ſioned by ſeveral extraordinary expences formerly 
incurred; ſo that her Majeſty thinks herſelf oblig- 
ed in juſtice to many creditors, to order an eſti- 
© mate to be laid before this houſe of what was ow- 
ing on the civil liſt in the year 1710. 
Her Majeſty hath uſed unexampled parſimony 
to remove, if poſſible, this burthen from herſelf; 
but the granting away, and leſſening ſome part 
of her revenue by Parliament, has made that 
* impraCticable ; therefore her Majeſty hopes, that 
this houſe of Commons, which on all occaſions 


| * have ſhewed themſelves ſo well affected to her, 


vill not be unwilling to empower her to raiſe ſuch 
* a ſum of money on the civil liſt funds, as may 
enable her to diſcharge the debts, and ſettle the ex- 
* pence, to be regularly paid for the future.” 


Kenſington, June 
the 25th, 1713. 


This meſſage having been read by the Speaker, 
Mr. Chancellor of the Exchequer e the 
houſe an eſtimate of the debts which were owing to 
the ſeveral heads of expence for her Majeſty's civil 
government, at or about Midſummer 1710, which 
being read, it was reſolved to conſider of the ſaid 
meſſage the next day, ina Committee of the whole 
houſe, and ordered that the ſaid meſſage and eſti- 
mate be referred to the ſaid Committee. An emi- 
nent member, Mr. John Smith, formerly Speaker 


the civil 


liſt debts. 


of 
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of the houſe, and one of the tellers of the Exchequer, 


having raiſed ſome objections againſt that eſtimate, 


ſaid in vindication of the late Miniſtry, That to 
© his certain knowledge, the debts of the civil liſt 
in the month of Auguſt 17106, did not amount 
to above 130, ooo J. for the payment of part of 
* which ſum, there were ſome moneys ſtanding out, 
< beſides great quantities of tin, whereas by the 
< eſtimate now laid before the Commons, the ſaid 
« debts to Midſummer 1710, that is about two 
months before, were made to amount to 400,000 l. 
A motion was thereupon made, and the queſtion 
put, That an humble addreſs be preſented to her 
« Majeſty, that ſhe would pleaſe to direct an ac- 


count to be laid before the houſe, of the arrears of 


of the civil liſt funds ſtanding out at Midſummer 
* 1710. And alſo, an account of the debts of the 
civil liſt as they are at this time, and of the arrears 
of the civil lift funds to pay the ſame :* But the 


fame paſſed in the negative, to the great ſurprize of 


many. The next day the Commons in a Com- 
mittee of the whole houſe, conſidered of the meſſage 
from her Majeſty the day before, and after ſome 


debate came to this reſolution ; That her Majeſty | 


* be empowered by letters patents under the great 
© ſeal of Great-Britain, to ſet apart and appro- 


« priate a ſum, not exceeding 35,0001, per annum, 


for any term not exceeding thirty-two years, to 
be made a fund or ſecurity to raiſe, by ſuch 
means and methods, and in ſuch manner and form 


as her Majeſty by ſuch letters patents ſhall ap- 


point, any ſum not exceeding five hundred thou- 
* ſand pounds, to diſcharge arrears and debts owing 


to her ſervants and others, payable out of the 
© branches ſettled for defraying the expence of her 


civil government, and that the ſaid yearly ſum be 


charged upon all the ſaid branches, whether they 


be hereditary or temporary, and be iſſued mw 
"> « pai 
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« paid at the Exchequer, out of the monies from 
« time to time ariſing by thoſe branches, with pre- 
« ference to all other payments to be hereafter charg- 
ed thereupon at the faid receipt.” Which reſolu- 
tion was the next day reported, and agreed to by 
the houſe ; and a bill was ordered to be brought in 
thereupon. _ 2 3 | 1 
Upon the ſecond reading of this bill, a motion 
which had been formerly made and laid aſide, was 
again propoſed with better ſucceſs, which was to 
addreſs her Majeſty, Firſt, for an account of the 
debts on the. civil lift, to Midſummer 1713. And 
ſecondly, for a yearly account of the neat produce of 
the civil liſt funds, fince her Majeſty's acceſſion to the 
throne, This laſt addreſs was made upon a ſug- 
geſtion that the civil lift funds, which at firſt were 
given only for about 700,000 J. per annum, yielded 
now above 850,000 J. But whether there was any 
ground for that report or no, it is certain that no 
anſwer was returned to that addreſs: And the bill 


| ſoon after paſſe. 


On Tueſday the laſt of June, the Earl of Vbarton Motion 
moved in the houſe of Peers, That an addreſs haut ar the 
may be preſented” to the Queen, that ſhe would Lords, for | 
© be pleaſed to uſe her moſt preſſing inſtances with 0%. 
the Duke of Lorrain, and with all the Princes der from 
* and States in amity and correſpondence with her“ ““ 
Majeſty, that they would not receive, or ſuffer to 
continue within any of their dominions, the Pre- 
© tender to the imperial crown of theſe realms.ꝰ 
Several members appearing ſurprized at this 
unexpected motion, which was undoubtedly de- 
ſigned to try the inclinations and affections of ſome 
perſons, there was a pauſe for a while: At laſt the 
Lord Lord and Grey broke ſilence, and endeavour- The Lord 
ed to have that motion laid aſide, repreſenting, that 1 — 
ſuch an addreſs would ſhew a diſtruſt either of the aint it. 
Queen, or the Miniſters ; that her Majeſty would 
be very much puzzled what to do, in caſe the 
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Princes and the States in amity with her, ſhould be 
unwilling to comply with her inſtances, : ſince it 
would not be in her power to compel them ; con- 
cluding with this queſtion, Where they would have 
to Pretender reſide, ſince moſt, if not all the 
wers in Europe, were in amity with her Ma- 
jeſty? To this the Earl of Peterborough was ſaid to 
have anſwered, That fence he began bis. ſtudies in 
Paris, the fitteſt place for him to improve himſelf wa; 
Rome. After ſome other warm expreſſions between 
the Earl of Yharton and the Lord Treaſurer, it 
was unanimouſly reſolved that ſuch an addreſ 
ſhould be preſented to her Majeſty. Accordingh, 
on the 2d = Fuly the houſe & Lords attended her 
Majeſty with the following adarch : 


Moſt gracious Sovereign, 


Adireſs of © FL JE your Majeſty's moſt dutiful — loyal 


ſubjects, the Lords ſpiritual and temporal 

© In Parliament aſſembled, do take leave humbly 
to return to your Majeſty the thanks of this houſe, | 
for the great care it appears to us your Majeſty 
* has, on all occaſions, taken to prevent the Pre- 
6 * tender to your crown from coming into any of 
your Majeſty's dominions : And we do humbly 
* beſeech your Majeſty, that for the ſafety of your 

_ * perſon, and government, the ſecurity of the pro- 
teſtant ſucceſſion in the houſe of Hanover, and for 
the peace and quiet of theſe your kingdoms, your 
Majeſty will be graciouſly pleaſed to uſe your 
moſt preſſing inſtances with the Duke of Lorrain, 
and with all Princes and States in amity and cor- 
reſpondence with your Majeſty, that they will not 
receive, or ſuffer to continue within any of their 


dominions the Pretender to the imperial crown of 
« theſe realms,” | 


GN 8/6 6A 


To 
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To this addreſs her Majeſty was pleaſed to give 
| the following anſwer. | 


My Lords, i | 

Take extream kindly your addreſs, and the thanks 

you give me for what I have done for eſtabliſhing 
the proteſtant ſucceſſion. 5 

I ball repeat my inſtances to have that perſon re- 
moved, according as you defire in this addreſs. 

And I promiſe my ſelf, you will concur with me, 
that if wwe could cure our animoſities and diviſions at 
home, it would be the moſt effettual method to ſecure 
the proteſtant ſucceſſion. | 


The Lord Chancellor having the next day report- 


ed her Majeſty's anſwer to the houſe of Peers, the 
Duke of Buckingham, Lord Preſident, faid, he 
never heard of any inſtances that had yet been 
made to the Duke of Lorrain, for removing the 


| Pretender out of his dominions. If either of the 


two principal Miniſters of ſtate had been in the 
houſe, they might, in all probability, have better 
explained her Majeſty's anſwer, but they happened 
to be both at dinner with the Duke D' Aumont, Am- 
vaſſador extraordinary from his moſt Chriſtian Ma- 
jeſty. Hereupon, the Earl of Sunderland made a 


4 


motion for a ſecond addreſs; which was backed by a and 


the Earl of Nottingham, and, notwithſtanding ſome * 


imall oppoſition, it was ordered by the Lords ſpi- 
ritual and temporal in Parliament aſſembled, * That 


ddreſs a- 

ainſt the 
P 1 etender, 
ordered by 
the Lords to 


an humble addreſs be preſented to her Majeſty, to be preſented | 


return the thanks of this houſe to her Majeſty, for ee. 


her moſt gracious anſwer to their addreſs ; and for 


the aſſurances her Majeſty has been pleaſed to give 
* us, of repeating her inſtances for removing the Pre- 


tender; and to expreſs our ſurprize, that ſuch in- 
* ſtances have not had their full effect, notwithſtand- 


12 c ing 


that occaſion; and to aſſure her Majeſty that this | 


Motion 
made by 
General 
Stanhope 
for an ad- 
dreſs againſt 
the Preten- 
der, 


Unanimous 


_ reſolutions 


for it. 
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ing the French King, and the King of Spain have 
© ſhewed their compliance to her Majeſty's deſires on 


© houſe will ſtand by her and ſupport her, in 
< whatever her Majeſty ſhall judge proper for ob- 
« taining a demand, which is ſo warranted by the 
© laws of nations, and ſo neceſſary for the honour 
and ſafety of her Majeſty, and for the preſent and 
future peace and quiet of the people.“ It was alſo 
ordered, that the ſaid addreſs be preſented to her 
Majeſty by the Lords with white ſtaves; which 
was done accordingly : And on Monday the 6th of 
Juby, the Lord Steward acquainted the houſe, That 
the Lords with white ſtaves had preſented to her Ma- 
Jeſty the addreſs of this houſe of Friday laſt ; and her 
 Majeſiy was pleaſed to receive the ſame very gra- 
ciouſly. | | | 

On Medneſday the firſt of Fuly, General Stanhope 
made a motion in the houſe of Commons, to the 
ſame purpoſe with that of the Earl of V hbarton the 


day before in the houſe of Peers, and was ſecond- i 


ed by Mr. Lechmere. The only objection raiſed 
againſt it, was ſtarted by Sir William Whitlocke, 
who ſaid, He remembered, that the like addreſs 
* was formerly made to the Protector, for having 
Charles Stuart removed out of France: Notwith- 
« ſtanding which that Prince was, ſome time after, 
© reſtored to his father's throne.” But nevertheleſs 
thoſe few members who might have any affection 
for the preſent royal exile, being ſhy to ſhew it, on 


1ajcritical a juncture, when the Parliament being ſo 


near expiring, a new election was coming on, it 
was, according to Mr. Stanbope's motion reſolved, 
nemine contradicente, That an humble addreſs be 
« preſented to her Majeſty, acknowledging the great 
care her Majeſty had always taken, particularly 
in the late treaties and guaranty, to prevent the 


Pretender to her throne being in a condition to 


_ © diſturb 
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« diſturb theſe realms; and to beſeech her Majeſty, 
« that ſhe will uſe the moſt ſpeedy and preſſing in- 


« ſtances with the Duke of Lorrain, and with all 
« other Princes and States in amity or correſpondence 


with her Majeſty, that they will not under any 
© pretext whatſoever, receive or ſuffer to continue 
within any of their dominions, the perſon, who in 
« defiance of her Majeſty's moſt undoubted title to 
the crown, and the ſettlement thereof in the illu- 
« ſtrious houſe of Hanover, has aſſumed the title of 
« King of theſe realms ; and to aſſure her Majeſty, 
that the Commons of Great-Britain, will, on all 
© occaſions, to the utmoſt of their power, ſupport 
her Majeſty in ſuch ſteps, as ſhall be neceſſary to- 
* wards rendering thoſe inſtances effectual.“ After 
this, a Committee was appointed to draw up the 
ſaid addreſs, which Mr. Stanbope, Chairman of the 
Committee, reported to the houſe on /the third of 
July; and the ſame being unanimouſly approved, 
was five days after, preſented, by the Speaker with 
the whole houſe, to her Majeſty, as follows. | 


Moſt gracious Sovereign, 


JE your Majeſty's moſt dutiful and loyal Commons 


ſubjects, the Commons of Grea?-Britain gainſt the 


in Parliament aſſembled, having nothing ſo juſtly Pretender. 


at our hearts as the honour and ſafety of your moſt 


the Proteſtant ſucceſſion, do crave leave moſt 
thankfully to acknowledge the great care which 
your Majeſty, in tenderneſs to your people, hath 
always taken to prevent the Pretender to your 
crown from being in a condition to diſturb theſe 
realms ; and particularly by the late treaty of gua- 
* ranty with the Szates-General, and the treaty of 
peace between your Majeſty and the French King, 
wherein, amongſt other juſt and neceſſary pro- 
viſions for the ſecurity of the Proteſtant ſucceſſion, 
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it is ſtipulated, that the Pretender to your Ma- 
jeſty's crown, ſhall not be ſuffered to reſide in any 


of that King's dominions. Your Majeſty wiſely | 


inſiſted upon his removal from that neighbouring 
kingdom, and your faithful Commons are ſo fully 
convinced of the neceſſity there is to remove him 
as far as poſſible, that they cannot but expreſs to 
your Majeſty their apprehenſions of the many dan. 
gers which may accrue to your Majeſty, and to 
your kingdoms, from his reſiding in the territo- 
ries of the Duke of Lorrain. 

We do therefore, out of the higheſt duty and 
concern for the preſervation of your royal perſon, 
and the quiet of your people, moſt humbly be- 
ſeech your Majeſty, that you will be pleaſed to 
uſe the moſt ſpeedy and preſſing inſtances with 
the Duke of Lorrain, and with all other Princes 
and States in amity, or correſpondence with your 
Majeſty, that they will not, under any pretext 
whatſoever, receive, or ſuffer to continue within 
any of their dominions, that perſon, who, in de- 
fiance of your Majeſty's moſt undoubted title to 
the crown, and the ſettlement thereof on the illu- 
ſtrious houſe of Hanover, has aſſumed the title of 
King of theſe realms; and we further leave 
to aſſure your Majeſty, that the Commons of Grea:- 
Britain will, on all occaſions, to the utmoſt of their 
power, ſupport yaur Majeſty in ſuch ſteps as ſhall 
be neceſſary towards rendering thoſe inſtances ef- 
_ and your Majeſty ſafe and eaſy upon your 
throne.” 


To this addreſs the Queen was pleaſed to anſwer : 


Gentlemen, 


I Thank you heartily for your addreſs, and Iwill give 


directions according as you deſire, 


| This 


Us 
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This anſwer being the next day reported to the 
houſe by the Speaker, it was unanimouſly reſolved, 
to return her Majeſty the thanks of the houfe for 
the ſame. e 


On the 16th of July, the Queen went to the 
houſe of Peers, with the uſual ſtate ; and the Com- 
mons being ſent for up, and attending, their 
Speaker made a fpeech to her Majeſty, upon the 
preſenting of the money bills; after which her Ma- 
jeſty gave the royal affent to ſeveral bills; and then 
was pleaſed to make the following ſpeech to both 
houſes : | | 


My Lords and Gentlemen, 


] Come now to put an end to this ſeſſion with e 
1 peec 
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ro 


great ſatisfaction, and return vou all my hear- both houſes 
* ty thanks for the good ſervice you have done to lng 


© the public. 


Gentlemen of the houſe of Commons, 

] muſt particularly thank you for the ſupplies 
you have now given; I will take care to apply 
them, as far as they will reach, to fatisfy the Kr. 
* vices you have votet. 

I hope, at the next meeting, the affair of com- 
© merce will be fo well underftood, that the advan- 
* tageous conditions I have obtained from France, 
0 _ be made effectual for the benefit of our 
* trade. 

I cannot part with ſo good and fo loyal an 
© houſe of Commons, without eſſing how ſen- 
* fible I am of the affection, — 5 and duty, with 
* which you have behaved yourſelves; and I think 
* myſelf therefore obliged to take notice of thoſe 
remarkable ſervices you have performed. 

At your firſt meeting, you found a- method, 


* without farther charge to my people, to eaſe 
I 4 them 
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them of the heavy load of more than nine mil. 
lions; and the way of doing it wr bring great | 


advantage to the nation. 


In this ſeſſion you have enabled me to be juſt 
in paying the debts due to my ſervants. 

And as you furniſhed ſupplies for carrying on 
the war, ſo you have ſtren gchened my hands in 


obtaining a peace. 


Thus, you have ſhewed yourſelves the true re. 
preſentatives of my loyal Commons, by the juſt 


regard you have paid to the good of your country, 


and my honour : Theſe proceedings will, I doubt 
not, preſerve the memory of this Parliament to 


poſterity. 


My Lords and . 

At my coming to the crown, I found a war 
prepared for me. God has bleſſed my arms with 
many victories, and at laſt has enabled me to 
make them uſeful by a ſafe and honourable peace. 
« I heartily thank you for the aſſiſtance you have 


« given me therein, and I promiſe myſelf, that 


with your concurrence, it will be laſting. 


- © To this end, I recommend it to you all, to 


make my ſubjects truly ſenſible what they gain 
by the peace, and that you will endeavour to diſ- 


ſipate thoſe groundleſs jealouſies which have been 
ſo induſtriouſly fomented amongſt us, that our 
unhappy diviſions may not weaken, and in ſome 


ſort endanger, the advantages I have obtained for 


my kingdoms. 
+ There are ſome (very few, 1 hope) who will 


never be ſatisfied with my government it is ne- 


ceſſary therefore, that you ſhew your love to your 
country, by exerting yourſelves, to obviate the 


malice of the e and to ee the 


; Sed... 


« Nothing 
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Nothing can eſtabliſh peace at hate; nothing 
can recover the diſorders that have happened dur- 
ing ſo long a war, but a ſteady adhering to the 
« conſtitution in church and ſtate. 
such as are true to theſe principles are only to 


be relied} on, and as they have the beſt title to 


my favour, ſo you may depend upon my having 

no intereſt nor aim, but your advantage, and the 

* ſecuring of our religion and liberty. 
* I hope, for the quiet of theſe nations, and the 

© univerſal good, that I ſhall, next winter, meet 

my Parliament, reſolved to act upon the ſame 
principles, with the ſame prudence, and with ſuch 

« vigour, as may enable me to ſupport the liberties 

« of Europe abroad, and reduce the ſpirit of faction 

at home.” | 


And afterwards the Lord High C Chancellor of 
Great-Britain, by her Majeſty's command, faid, 


My Lords and Gentlemen, 
7 is her Majeſty's royal will and altafurs, that this T 2 
Parliament be prorogued to Friday the 28th day of bel. 
Auguſt next : And this Parliament is accordingly pro- 
rogued to Friday the 28th day of Auguſt next. 


Thus ended the third and laſt ſeflion of the third 
Britiſh Parliament, which ſome have diſtinguiſhed 


by the epithet paciſic. 


N the 16th of n the I” of The Parlia- 

J Great-Britain met at Weſtminſter, and the geg 

Commons, at the deſire of the Lords Commiſſioners rain meets. 
appointed by her Majeſty, attending their Lord- 
ſhips in the houſe of Lords, the Lord High Chan- 
cellor ſignified to them her Majeſty's pleaſure, that 

they ſhould forthwith proceed to the choice of a fit 

Hp to be their Speaker, and preſent him the 
"RY 
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Thurſday following. ' Accordingly, the Commons 


being returned to their houſe, unanimoiſiy made 
Sir Thomes Choice of Sir Thomas Hanmer,” Bart. to be their 


Hanmer 


1 Speaker: Upon which oceaſion Richard Steele, Efq 
Speaker of made the lowing ſpeech: 


the houſe of 


Gone © A I the doſe of the laſt ſeſſion of — 
— her Majeſty was graciouſly pleaſed to declare 


from the hon that the late ReJzerTeDd BIII 
© oF. ComMERCE, between Great. Britain and 
France, ſhould: be offered to the houfe. 
That declaration was certainly made, that every 
Gentleman who ſhould have the honour to be re- 
turned hither, might make himſelf maſter of that 
important queſtion. 

It is demonſtration that was a moſt PxRNI1C1ovs 
* BiLL, and no man can have ſo great merit to 
this nation at this time as his, by whoſe weight 


* and authonnty that Are bill was thrown 
© our. 


© ] r15E UP To po RIM Hoon in ſome 


< meaſure, and diftmmgurſh myſelf, by giving him 


my vote, for that bis Ro TY ſervice 10 bis 


© COUNtry. 


On Thurſday the 18th of February, the _ 
Commiſſioners appointed by her Majeſty, approve 

the choice the Commons 0 — 1 — 

Hanmer to be their Speaker; after which Mr. 

The mem- Speaker alone, and then the members preſent took the 

Iv; +; ang oaths, and made and ſubſcribed the declaration, and 

took and ſubſcribed the oath of ABJURATION, ac- 

_ cording to the laws made for thoſe purpoſes. On 

the 19th, 2oth, and 23d of February, ſeveral other 

members preſent did the fame, and on the 23d, the 


houſe achourned till, Tzeſday the 2d of March 
next. 


March 


BH March ad, the Queen went, in a ſedan, to the _ 
de houſe of Lords, with the uſual ſtate and folemnity, 


and the Commons being ſent for up, and attend- 
ing, her Majeſty addreſſed herſelf to both houſes 


of Parliament, in the following ſpeech : 
1 My Lords and Gentlemen, . 
1 J Have much ſatis faction in being able, at the The 
5 opening this Parliament, to tell you, that the gech to 
d < ratifications of the treaties of peace and of com- „bras 
merce with Spain are exchanged, by which my ment. 
« ſubjects will have greater opportunities than ever 


to improve and extend their trade. Many advan- 
1 tages formerly enjoyed by connivance, and pro- 
* cured by fuch methods, as made a diſtinction be- 
+ tween one Britiſh merchant and another, are now 
8 « ſettled by treaty, and an equal rule is eſta- 
it « bliſhed, | | 
S © It has pleaſed God to bleſs my endeavours to 
obtain an honourable and advantageous peace for 
je © my own people, and for the greateſt part of my 
fy * allies. Nothing which I can do ſhall be wanting 
5 to render it univerſal, and I perſuade myſelf that, 
vith your hearty concurrence, my interpoſition 
may at laſt prove effectual to compleat the fet- 
I; * tlement of Europe. | | 


d In the mean while, I congratulate with my own 
5 ſubjects, that they are delivered from a conſum- 
1. $ ing land-war, and entered on a peace; the good 
5 effects whereof nothing but inteſtine diviſions can 
4 aobſtruct. 1 

1 It was the glory of the wiſeſt and greateſt of 
8 my predeceſſors, to hold the balance of Europe, 


A * KR 


and to keep it equal by caſting in their weight as 

n neceſſity required. By this conduct they enriched 

h the kingdom, and rendered themſelves dreadful. 

to their enemies, and uſeful to their friends. 1 

have proceeded on the fame principle, ng. 
| 1313 
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doubt not but my ſucceſſors wil follow theſe ex. 
< amples. 

Our ſituation points out to us our true intereſt, 
for this country can flouriſh only by trade, and 


vill be moſt formidable by the right application 
of our naval force. 


Gentlemen of the Zouſe of Commons, 
I have ordered ſuch accounts to be prepared 


and laid before you, as will ſhew you, at the 


< concluſion of the war, the true ſtate of your con- 
© dition, whereby you will be able to judge what 
aids are neceſſary; and I only aſk you ſupplies 
for the current ſervice of the year, and for the 
0 — of ſuch debts as you ſhall find, on exa- 
8 mination, to be juſt and reaſonable. 


My Lords and Gentlemen, 
© The joy which has been generally a on 
my recovery from my late indiſpoſition, and on 
my coming to this city, I eſteem as a return to 
8 HE tender affection which I have always had for 


«T On that effectual care had been taken, as I 
have often deſired, to ſuppreſs thoſe ſeditious pa- 


pers, and factious rumours, by which deſigning 


© men have been able ro ſink credit, and the 1 inno- 


* cent have ſuffered. 


There are ſome who are arrived to that Wight 
of malice, as to inſinuate, that the POT EST ANT 
Success io in the houſe of Hanover, is in Da N- 
GER UNDER MY GOVERNMENT. 

© Thoſe who go about thus to diſtract the wind 
of men with imaginary dangers, can only mean 
to diſturb the preſent tranquillity, and to bring 
real miſchiefs upon us. | 

After all I have done to ſecure our religion, 
a and your liberties, and to tranſmit both ſafe to 
« poſterity 
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poſterity, I cannot mention theſe proceedings 
« without ſome degree of warmth ; and I muſt hope 
« you will agree with me, that attempts to weaken 
my authority, or render the poſſeſſion of the 
crown uneaſy to me, can neyer be proper means 
to ſtrengthen the protęſtant ſucceſſion. 
I have done, and ſhall continue to do my beſt 
for the good of all my ſubjects. Let it be your 
endeavour, as it ſhall be mine, to unite our diffe- 
rences, not by relaxing from the ſtricteſt adhe- 
rence to our conſtitution in church and ſtate, but 
by obſerving the laws yourſelves, and Oy 
a due obedience to them in others. 


a & «% „ 
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A long war has not only impoveriſhed che 


public, (however ſome particular men may have 


been gainers by it) but has alſo greatly affected 
* government itſelf, / 
Let it be your care ſo to improve the preſent 
opportunity, as to lay the foundation of We 
from thoſe diſorders. 


I had the concurrence of the laſt Parliament in 


making the peace; let it be the honour of this, 
to aſſiſt me in obtaining ſuch fruits from it, as 
may not only derive bleſſings on the preſent age, 
but even down to the lateſt poſterity. 


The Queen being retired, and the Commons 
gone back to their houſe, the Lords reſolved to 
preſent an addreſs of thanks to her Majeſty, which 
being drawn up by a Committee appointed for 
that purpoſe, and agreed to on the third of March, 
was the next day preſented to her ache as 


follows: 


Maſt gracious Sovereign, 


W E your Majeſty's al dutiful and loyal 
ſubjects, the Lords ſpiritual and temporal 


6 in Parliament aſſembled, beg leave to approach 


* your royal perſon, with the greateſt reſ ke to re- 
turn 


The Lords 
addreſs of 
thanks to 
the Queen, 
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turn the humble thanks of this houſe to your Ma- 


jeſty, for your moſt gracious ſpeech from the | 


throne. We chearfully embrace this opportunity 
of aſſuring your Majeſty, that the joy our heart; 
are filled with, upon your recovery from your late 
indiſpoſition, cannot ſufficiently be expreſſed ; and 
that our fervent. prayers to Almighty God ſhall 
never be wanting, that your Majeſty's reign may 
exceed in number of years, and in all manner of 


. happineſs, that of the longeſt and moſt proſperous 
of any of your royal predeceſſors, as that which 


will beſt conduce to the happineſs and ſäatiſ. 
faction of the moſt dutiful ſubjects, to the beſt of 
ueens. | 
It is with the greateſt pleaſure, and the utmoſt 
gratitude, that this houſe receives the communi- 
cation your Majeſty is pleaſed to give them, 


that the ratifications of your treaties of peace and 


commerce with Spain are exchanged, and that 
we are, by your Majeſty's great wiſdom and 
goodneſs, at laſt delivered from that conſuming 
land war, the burthens and ill © conſequences 
whereof we are ſenſible nothing can remove or 
prevent, but a right improvement of the preſent 
opportunity 3 and it ſhall be our endeavour, as 
we are ſatisfied it will be your Majeſty's, to unite 
our differences, not by relaxing from the ſtricteſt 
adherence to our conſtitution in church and tate, 
but by obſerving the laws ourſelves, and to the 
utmoſt of our power, enforcing a due obedience to 
them in others. 25 

And we do aſſure your Majeſty, that this 
houſe will moſt heartily concur with your Ma- 
jeſty, in all proper methods, to compleat the ſet- 
tlement of Europe; and we will uſe our utmoſt 
endeavours to diſcourage and diſcountenance all 


attempts to weaken your Majeſty's authority, or 


to render the poſſeſſion of the crown uneaſy to 
you. | 5 
We 


tl 
tl 
\ 
{ 
Q 
C 
{ 


— 


Ma We acknowledge, with hearts full of duty and 
« thankfulnels, that great care which your Majeſty 
ity MY bas taken, during the whole courſe of your reigh, 
to ſecure our religion and liberties. and to tranſmit | 

late 55 both ſafe to poſteri ity. ay 

It is with the 1 Jereftation, that we reflect 
1a] WM on the proceedings of thoſe men, who, by ſpread- 
ing ſeditious papers, and factious rumours, have 
been able to fink, credit, and thereby to involve 
the innocent in the ill conſequences of their iniqui- 
ich ty; and more particularly of thoſe who have at- 
til. © fained to that height of malice, as to inſinuate, that 
oft the proteſtant ſucceſſion, in the hauls of ae I is 


in danger under your e T2 
oſt ae dit Oren eTiG4H ALI | 
ni. To which. ber Majeſty td; te following 
m, anſwer. £304. brig | 
nd 44, 4.0 f pts {44 
nat My Lords, 
nd 7 Return you — erh thanks for y your very e. The Queen's 
tionate addreſs, - _ anſwers 


n 
P You who, are neareſt the throne, will, firſt of all mm 
or /#4ye#7s,. feel the evil conſequences of any W n of 
nt Ve regal dignity. 
5 IL is a great comfort to Wye that 1 Ane your off 
te rance of ſupport. 

ſt ' Depend upon it, I will never give way to the leaſt 
e, attempt, either on the juſt autbority- of ans e 


he e wur rights and ttt 


The A as was ad befires ben on 
is the ſecond of March, returned to their houſe, and 
a. their Speaker having reported her Majeſty's ſpeech, 
t- Mr. Gore moved, that an humble addreſs be pre- 
ſt ſented to her Majeſty, to return the humble thanks 
of that houſe, for her moſt gracious ſpeech, and ac- 
x || cording to the ſeveral heads of. it; which was re- 


0 lolved accordingly, without any oppoſition, . A. 
| worthy 
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worthy member only ſuggeſted, That they ought mt 

to att by a ſpirit of divination, and return thanks for 

the tredty of commerce with Spain, before they knew 

cobet her the ſame was advantageous or no; which 


occaſioned _ modihcation's in the ade as to 
on head. CL 


3 the Ach of March, Mr. _ e the faid 
adhs to the houſe, and the ſame being agreed to, 
was, the next rock Ree: to hoc Nt, as 
ous * =O ory | 

Mb Se So hag | 

The Com- © E your Majeſty's _ durifut and loyal 
totheQuern, © N ſubjects, the Commons of Greai- Britain in 

Parliament aſſembled, do, with all humility, return 
« our ſincere and hearty thanks for your Majeſty's 
* moſt gracious ſpeech from the throne. 

. We beg leave to aſſure your Majeſty, as nothing 
could be more afflicting to your people, chan the 
indiſpoſition of the beſt of Sovereigns ; 16 nothing 
has ever been an occaſion of greater joy and ſatiſ- 
faction to them, than your e late pre 

0 2 
We congratulate your Majeſty on the conglufon 
6 * the treaties of peace and commerce with Spain, 
*. whereby your Majeſty is pleaſed to declare, that 
dr have procured new benefits to your ſubjects: But 
« your royal care hath not been confined to your 
< own people; it hath been extended to all your 
* © allies, And your Majeſty's goodneſs muſt be 
for ever admired, that notwithſtanding any diſ- 
couragements you may have met with, you 
are pleaſed ſtill to continue your endeavours to 
make the peace univerſal, and thereby to com- 
pleat the ſettlement of Europe z and your Faith. 
« ful Commons will never be wanting in an hearty 
concurrence to aſſiſt your Majeſty in * ſuch 
Fl © 1ures 
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« ſures as your Majeſty ſhall judge proper to finiſh 
a deſign, To great and fo glorious. 5 
« Your Commons will with all chearfulneſs grant 
« ſuch ſupplies as are neceſſary for the current ſervice, 
and for the diſcharge of ſuch debts as are juſt and 
reaſonable; they can never ſufficiently expreſs the 
ſenſe they have of their happineſs of being deliver- 
ed from the calamities of a conſuming war, they 
will therefore (in duty to your Majeſty, and in 
juſtice to thoſe they repreſent) do all thar is in 
their power, that the good effects of peace may 
not be obſtructed by any inteſtine diviſions: They 
will, as far as in them lies, diſappoint the deſigns 
of malicious and unreaſonable men: They will on 
all occaſions ſhew their juſt abhorrence of the li- 
centious practices in publiſning ſcandalous papers, 


Commons will always ſupport and maintain the 
proteſtant ſucceſſion in the houſe of Hanover, they 
cannot but be aſtoniſned at the malicious inſinua- 
tions of any who would ſuggeſt that ſucceſſion to 
be in danger, under your Majeſty's moſt auſpicious 
government. For when we conſider that it is ſe- 
cured by the greateſt obligations civil and ſacred, 
by acts of Parliament, oaths and treaties, we can- 
not but declare our entire acquieſcence in theſe 


- A * * * * * R R a£©A * A A * * * * * * * * a * * * 


your Majeſty and your government. | 
And your Majeſty may depend, that your 
loyal Commons will never be prevailed on by any 
pretences whatſoever, to countenance attempts 
that may tend to weaken your Majeſty's autho- 
rity, and to render the poſſeſſion of the crown 
uneaſy to. you, which can only proceed from the 


NA „„ aA a a a 


rebellion.“ 


Vol. VI. 181 bee ll 


and ſpreading ſeditious rumours. And as your 


ſecurities, and muſt look upon ſuch infinuations to 
be groundleſs in themſelves, and affronting to 


rage of a diſappointed faction, and the ſpirit of 
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To this addreſs the Queen returned the following | 


The Queen's JIS addreſs is fo dutiful,, and expreſſes ſo fully the 


anſwer. 


Complaint 
in the houſe 
of Lords 
againſt a 
Ebel called 
_ The public 
irit of the 

8 Sire 


fſanſe of my loyal ſubjects, that 1 eſteem is as a 


roof. of the. good choice they have made of you to re. 


rent theme 6 oo eofotc, 
I give you my hearty-thanks for it. 

The confidence you have in my affeian, the abhor- 
rence you declare of the malicious inſinuations of the 
proteſtant ſucceſſion being in danger under my govern- 
ment, and your acquieſcence in the preſent ſecurities for 
it, are very fuitabl returns for the tender regard I 
have always had for what concerns my people, and 
will moſt effeFually, by the bleſſing of God, unite the 
minds f my ſubects, and diſappoint the deſigns of thoſe 
who would diſturb the preſent tranquillity. 


The Speaker having, on the 6th of March, re- 
ported this anſwer to the Commons, it was reſolved 
to return her Majeſty the humble thanks of the 
houſe for the ſame. = 162 7. | 


On the ſecond of March, the Earl of #harton 
made a; complaint in the houſe of Lords againſt 
a ſcandalous libel, entituled, The PuBLIc SeiRIr 
of. the Wares, ſet forth in their generous encourage- 
ment of the author of the Cxis is, with ſome obſerva- 


lions on the ſeaſonableneſs, candour, erudition, and ſtyle 


of that treatiſe. Printed for John Morphew, near 


page 22, 


Stationers- Hall, 1714. 
I ſhall only inſert here the paſſage that gave moſt 
offence to the Lords, which is as follows: 


its work, (meaning the union of the two king - 
doms) he tells us, wwas unſucceſsfully attempted by 
« ſeveral of ber Majeſty*s' predeceſſors ; though I do 
+ not remember it was ever thought on by any, ex- 
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cept King James I, and the late King William. 
| have read,” indeed, that ſome ſmall over- 
tures were made by the former of theſe Princes 
towards an Union between the two kingdoms, but 
rejected with indignation and contempt by the 
Engliſh, And' the hiſtorian tells us, that how de- 
generate and corrupt ſoever the Court and Parlia- 
ment then were, they would not give ear to ſo in- 
famous a propoſal. I do not find that any of the 
ſucceeding Princes before the revolution ever re- 
ſumed the defign 3 becauſe it was a project for 


which there could not poſſibly be aſſigned the leaſt 


reaſon or neceſſity: For I defy any mortal to 
name one ſingle advantage that England could 
ever effect from ſuch an Union. But towards the 


end of the late King's reign, upon apprehenſion of 


the want of iſſue from him, or the Princeſs Anne, 
a propoſition for uniting both kingdoms was be- 


gun, becauſe Scotland had not ſettled their crown 
upon the houſe of Hanover, but left themſelves at 
large, in hopes to make their advantage: And it 


was thought highly dangerous to leave that part 


of the iſland inhabited by a poor fierce northern 
people, at liberty to put themſelves under a diffe- 
rent King. However, the oppoſition to this 
work was ſo great, that it could not be overcome 
till ſome time after her preſent Majeſty came 
to the crown; when by the WEAEKN ESS or 
CoRRUPTION of a certain Miniſter, ſince dead, 
an act of Parliament was obtained for the Scots, 
which gave them leave to arm themſelves, and ſo 
the Union became neceſſary z not for any actual 
good it could poſſibly do us, but to avoid a pro- 
bable evil; and at the ſame time, ſave an obnoxious 
Miniſter's head, who was ſo wiſe, as to take the 


firſt opportunity of procuring a general pardon by 
act of Parliament, becauſe he could not with ſo 
* much decency or ſafety deſire a particular one-for 


K 2 - + himſelf, 
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himſelf. Theſe facts are well enough known to 


the whole kingdom; and I remember, diſcourſing | 


above ſix years ago with the moſt conſiderable 
perſon of the adverſe party, and a great promoter 
of the Union, he frankly owned to me, that this 
neceſſity brought upon vs by the wrong manage- 
ment of the Earl of Godolphin, was the only cauſe of 
the Union, ; | 2 : 


Therefore I am ready to grant two points to 


the author of the Criſis: Firſt, that the Union be- 
came neceſſary for the cauſe above related; be- 
cauſe it prevented the iſland from being governed 


by two Kings, which Englandwould never have 
ſuffered ; and it might probably have coſt us a 


war of a year or two to reduce the Scots, Second: 
ly, that it would be dangerous to break this Union, 
at leaſt in this junEture, while there is a Pretender 


abroad, who might probably lay hold of ſuch an 


opportunity. And this made me wonder a little 


at the ſpirit of faction laſt ſummer, among ſome 
people, who having been the great promoters of 


the Union, and ſeveral of them the PRINCIPAI 
GAINERS by it, could yet proceed fo far, as to 
propoſe in the houſe of Lords, that it ſbould be diſ- 
ſolved ; while at the ſame time, thoſe Peers who 
had ever oppoſed it in the beginning, were then 
for preſerving it, upon the reaſon I have juſt aſ- 
ſigned, and which the author of the Criſis hath 
likewiſe taken notice of. 0 

© But when he tells us, The Engliſhmen ongbt, in 


' generoſity, to be more particularly careful in preſerving 


this Union, he argues like himſelf, The late king- 
dom of Scotland, (faith he) had as numerous a no- 


bility as England, c. They had, indeed, and 


to that we owe one of the great and NECESSARY 
EviLs of the Union upon the foot it now ſtands. 
Their nobility is indeed ſo numerous, that the 
whole revenues of their country, would be 1 
cs Du 15 
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able to maintain them, according to the dignity of 
their titles, and what is infinitely worſe, they are 
nc ver likely to be extinf?, till the laſt period of all 
things, becauſe the greateſt part of them deſcend 
© to heirs general. I imagine, a perſon of quality 
« prevailed on to marry a woman much his interior, 
and without a groat to her fortune, and her friends 
« arguing, ſhe was as good as her huſband, becauſe 
ſhe brought him as numerous a family of relations 
and ſervants, as ſhe found in his houſe. Scotland 
in the taxes is obliged to contribute one penny fer 


repreſentatives they ſend to Parliament are about 
a thirteenth : Every other Scotch Peer has all the 


in Parliament, and. even precedence before all of 
the ſame title that ſhall be created for the time to 
come. The penſions and employ ments poſſeſſed 
by the natives of that country now among us, do 
amount to more than the whole body of their 
nobility ever ſpent at home ; and all the money 
they raiſe upon the public is hardly ſufficient to 
defray their civil and military liſts. I could point 
out ſome with great titles, who affected to appear 
very vigorous for diſſolving the Union, though their 
whole revenues, before that period, would have 
ill maintained a WeLcn JusTice of the peace; 
and have ſince gathered more money than ever 
any Scotchman, who had not travelled, could form 
an idea of? ©, $035! 
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Though this ſatire was mainly levelled againſt 


the Duke of Argyle, who of late had broken all 


meaſures with the Miniſtry, yet it was generally 
looked upon as very impolitic and ill. timed; ſince 
the ſixteen Scotch Peers, who ſat in the houſe of 
Lords, and who at leaſt there, were the principal 


ſuppor of thoſe at the helm, were involved in 
by HE: the 


every forty pence laid upon England; and the. 


privileges of an Engliſh one, except that of ſitting. 
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the general reflections againſt the Scotch nation, | 


However, either the author, or his patrons, hay. 
ing, a few days after the publication of that [ib], 
foreſeen the offence: it would %ive to the Scotch 
Peers, it was thought fit to cancel the leaves, in 
which the ſcandalous reflefiions above-mentioned were 
contained, and to let the reſt go abroad, with a new 
title. TR ROE WE 

But the firſt publication having done the miſchief, 
and the complaint made by the Earl of }hario 
being warmly eſpouſed by the majority of the houſe 
of Peers, the Lord High Treaſurer proteſted he 
knew nothing of that pamphlet; exclaimed againſt 
the malicious inſinuations contained in it; and rea- 
dily joined with the houſe in an order for com- 


mitting J7obn Morphew, the publiſher, to the cu- 


ſtody of the blact- rod. Mr. Mor pbew, upon his 
examination, having declared, that an unknown 
porter had brought to his houſe the copies of the 
pamphlet in queſtion, from the houſe of Jobn 
Barber, printer of the Gazette, and of the votes of 
the houſe of Commons; the ſaid Jobn Barber was 
alſo ordered in the cuſtody of the black-rod; and 
both he and Morphew, were, on Friday, the 5th of 
March, ſeverally examined at the bar of the Lords 
houſe. Mr. Morphew made the former declaration, 
and owned the publiſning and ſelling of that libel, 
but Mr. Barber ſaid, he knew nothing of it; and 
inſiſted not to anſwer any queſtions, the anſwer 10 
evhich might tend to accuſe himſelf, or to corroborate 
the accuſation againſ him, They being withdrawn, 
a noble Peer ſaid, they had nothing to do either 
with the publiſher or printer, but that it highly 
concerned the honour of that auguſt afſembly to 
find out the villain, who was the author of that 
falſe and ſcandalous libel, in order to do the Scotch 
nation juſtice: And thereupon moved, that in or- 
der to chat diſcovery, Barber might be again bh 
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mined the next day, together with his journey. men 
and ſervants: The ſame was readily agreed to; but, 
on the 6th of March, the Earl of Marr, one of her 
Majeſty's principal Secretaries of ſtate, acquainted 
the houſe, that he had already ordered 7% Barber 
to be proſecuted, which put a ſudden ſtop to all far- 
ther enquiries about that matter, in a Parliamentary 
way, Three days after, Barber and Morphew were, 
upon their humble petition, enlarged from the cu- 
ſtody of the Hack- rod; and the ſame day the Lords 
reſolved upon an addreſs to the Queen about that 
matter; which was reported and agreed to on the 
11th of March, and on the 15th preſented to the 
Queen as follows : | | 


135 


II E your Majeſty's moſt dutiful and loyal Adrefs of 
&. / ſubjects, the Lords ſpiritual and temporal 


the Lords to 
the Queen 


in Parliament aſſembled, beg leave humbly to re- thereupon, 


6. preſent to your Majeſty, that we have begun our 


« endeavours to ſuppreſs ſeditious papers (which 


your Majeſty was pleaſed to take notice of in your 
£ moſt gracious ſpeech from the throne) by apply- 
ing ourſelves to diſcover the author, printer, and 
« publiſher of a pamphlet, intituled, The public ſpirit 


© of the Whigs, /et forth in their generous encourage- 


ment of the author of the Criſis, with ſome obſerva- 
tions on the ſeaſonableneſ3, candour, erudition, and 


* 


«* ſtyle of that treatiſes Londofly printed for John 


© Morphew near Stationers-Hall, 1714. Which 
ve Conceive to be a falſe, malicious, and factious 
© libel, highly diſhonourable and ſcandalous to your 
« ſubjects of Scotland, tending to the deſtruction of 
© the conſtitution, and (by making falſe and unjuſt 
© refleftions upon the Union, and the ſteps and mo- 
tives to it) moſt injurious to your Majeſty, who 


© have been pleaſed often to declare from the throne, 


© that the Union of the two kingdoms is the peculiar 
* happineſs of your reign, in making a full provi- 
4 ſion 
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c ſion for the peace and quiet of your people, and 
* the ſecurity of our religion, by ſo firm an eſta, 
c bliſhment. of the proteſtant ſucceſſion throughout | 
Great- Britain: It appeared to us by the confeſſion 
of the ſaid John Morpbhew at our bar, that he pub. 
liſhed, ſold, and diſperſed that libel ; and by the 
examination of ſeveral witneſſes on oath, that the 
ſame was printed by Fobn Barber, a printer, who vert! 
at the time of the printing the ſaid ſeditious libel, libe 
was, and yet 1s intruſted with printing the bi 
Gazette; but the ſaid 7obn Barber, in his exami- 
nation, inſiſting not to anſwer any queſtions, the 
anſwer to which might tend to accuſe himſelf, or 
to corroborate the accuſation againſt him, we have 
not as yet been able to diſcover the author of the 
ſaid libel, or who brought the written copy there- 
of to be printed. And therefore that nothing 
may be wanting on our parts, towards the diſco- 
vering and puniſhing ſo GREAT a CRIMIVAI, 
as we take the author of the ſaid libel to be, 
we do moſt humbly beſeech your Majeſty, that 
your Majeſty will be graciouſly pleaſed to iſſue 
your royal proclamation, with a promiſe therein 
of ſuch a reward as your Majeſty ſhall, in your 
royal wiſdom, think fit, to any perſon who ſhall 
diſcover and make due proof againſt the author 
or authors of the ſaid libel ; as alſo your Majeſty's 
moſt gracious pardon to ſuch perſon or perſons 
as ſhall make boch diſcovery, of all crimes and 
miſdemeanours committed in relation to the print- 
ing, publiſhing, and diſperſing the ſaid libel.” - 
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To this addreſs the Queen was pleaſed to return 


| this anſwer, 
My Lords, e | 
17 bank you for the concern you ſhew for ſuppreſſing 


all ſeditious libels, 


A. 1714 DEBATES. 
And have given orders for a proclamation according 
as deſired, 1 NT | 


Accordingly, the ſame day, the Queen ordered 
a proclamation to be publiſhed, containing the ſug- 

ſtions of the Lords addreſs, and promiling a re- 
ward of the ſum of three bundred pounds for diſco- 
vering the author of a falſe, malicious, and factious 
libel, entituled, The publick ſpirit of the Vhigs, &c. 
IWhich the Lord High Treaſurer was thereby directed 


to pay. 


On the 11th of March, a bill was ordered to be Bill to limit 


brought in for ſecuring the freedom of Parliaments, o Ofens 


by limiting the number of Officers in the houſe of Com- in che hou 
nons: After which it was moved to take into con- nne 


ſideration that part of her Majeſty's ſpeech to both 
houſes of parliament, which related to the ſup- 
preſſing ſeditious libels and factious rumours. This 
motion being levelled at Richard Steele, Eſq; a mem- 


ber repreſented, That that Gentleman having the 


honour to be a member of that houſe, they ought 


not to fall upon him, while he was abſent, and 


thereupon it was reſolved, to put off the conſide- 
ration of that matter till the Saturday following. 


The next day (being Friday, March the 12th) Mr Complaint 


againſt Mr 


Auditor Foley made a complaint to the houſe of Sk. 


three printed pamphlets, one entituled, The Eng- 


* liſoman, from Saturday, January the 16th, to 


* Tueſday, January the 19th, 1713-4, wherein is a 
printed letter to the Engliſi man, to which is ſub- 
ſcribed the name Richard Steele: Another entituled, 
5 The Criſis; in the title page whereof it is ſaid, 
by Richard Steele, Eſq; and the other entituled, 
* The Engliſpman, being the cloſe of the paper ſo 
called; in the title page whereof it is alſo, by 
* Richard Steele, Eſq; as containing ſeveral] para- 
* graphs tending to ſedition, highly reflecting upon 
5 her Majeſty, and arraigning her — 
ce 3 9 
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and government.” Which pamphlets being brought 


up to the table, 1t was ordered that Richard Steele, | 


place next morning. | 
MrS:el- al- Mr Steele attending in his place, according to 
Ee dn pu. Order, on Saturday, March the 13th, ſeveral para- 
pare for his graphs in the par pamphlets, complained of the 
defence. day. before, were read: And Mr Steele deſiring time 
till Thur/day next, to be heard touching the ſame, 
the further conſideration of the ſaid pamphlets, was 
ordered to be adjourned to that day. The ſame 
day, the conſideration of that part of her Majeſty's 
ſpeech, relating to libels, was put off till that day 
ſe'nnight. | | | 
O) nMonday the 15th of March, Mr Steele moved, 
e or and the queſtion was propoſed, that an humble 
bout the pz- * addreſs be preſented to her Majeſty, that ſhe would 
be Dune © be pleaſed to give directions, that the ſeveral re- 
carried in the * preſentations of her Majeſty's Engineers and Of. 
negative» © ficers, who have had the care and inſpection of 
© the demolition of Dunkirk, and all orders and 
«* inſtructions given thereupon, might be laid be- 
© fore the houſe.” But the previous queſtion being 
put, whether that queſtion be now put, it was car- 
ried in the negative, by 214 voices againſt 109. 
Mr Steet!'s March 18th, the order of the day being read, 
caſe in the for taking into further conſideration the printed 
houſe of  Pamphlets,- complained of to the houſe, intituled, 
The Engliſpman, from Saturday, January 16, to 
Tueſday, January the 19th, 1714. The Engliſhman 
being the cloſe of the paper jo called; and the Criſis ; 
as containing ſeveral paragraphs, tending to ſedition, 
highly reflecting upon her Majeſty, and arraigning 
her adminiſtration and government: And Mr Steele 
appearing in his place, owned be wrote and publiſhed 
the ſaid pamphlets, and the ſeveral paragraphs therein, 
which had been complained of, and read to tht bouſe, 
WITH THE SAME CHEARFULNESS AND SATIS- 
| * 8 = FACTION, 


Eſq; a member of that houſe, ſhould attend in his 


J way amt oh ___ > 


maſt eloquent ſpeech, wherein he went to the bot- 
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FACTION, WITH WHICH HE HAD ABJURED 
THE -PRETENDER, Then a debate ariſing upon 
the method of proceeding, Mr Auditor Foley pro- 
poſed, that Mr Steele ſhould withdraw; but after 
ſeveral ſpeeches it was carried, without dividing, 


| that he ſhould ſtay, in order to make his defence. 


He deſired that he might be allowed to anſwer what 
might be urged againſt him paragraph by para- 
raph 3, but though he was powerfully ſupported by 
15 Walpole, General Stanhope, the Lord Finch, 
(eldeſt ſon to the Earl of Nottingham) and the Lord 
Hinchinbrooke, ſon to the Earl of Sandwich, yet 
Mr Steele's accuſers inſiſted, and it was carried, 


That he ſhould proceed to make his defence, generally, 
upon the charge given againſt him, Mr Steele pro- 


ceeded accordingly to make his defence; and, for 


near three hours, ſpoke to the ſeveral heads ex- 


tracted out of the three Pamphlets above-mention. 
ed, (which had been printed, and given to all the 


members) with ſuch a temper, modeſty, uncon- 


cern, eaſy and manly eloquence, as gave entire ſa- 
tisfaction to all, who were not inveterately prepoſ- 
ſeſſed againſt him. ig 

Mr Steele being withdrawn, and candles ordered 
to be brought in, moſt members expected, that 


Mr Auditor 4»; would have | ſummed up, and 
[1 


and anſwered Mròteele's defence, paragraph by para- 
graph; but he contented himſelf with ſaying, in ge- 
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neral, That, without amuſing the houſe with Nr Fos 
long ſpeeches, it was plain, that the writings that ſpeech. 


had been complained of, were ſeditious, and ſcan- 


* dalous, injurious to her Majeſty's government, the 


church, and the univerſities, and moved that the 
< queſtion. ſhould. be put thereupon.* This occa- 
ſioned a very. warm debate, that laſted till eleven 
o'clock at night: Robert Walpole, Eſq; who ſpoke 
firſt in favour of Mr Steele, made a very long and 


rom 
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tom of the affair; ſhewed, that this violent proſe. 
cution, ſtruck at the liberties: of the ſubject, in 

general, and of the members of that houſe, in par- 

ticular; juſtified Mr Steele, on all the heads of the 
_ accuſation raiſed againſt him; and ſaid, he hoped 
the houſe would not ſacrifice one of their members, 
to the reſentment and rage of the Miniſtry, for no 

other crime, than his expoſing their notorious 

miſmanagements; and, like a good patriot, 

warning his countrymen againſt the imminent 

dangers, with which the nation 1n general, and, 

in particular, her Majeſty's ſacred perſon, were 

threatned, by the viſible encouragement that was 

given to the Pretender*s friends. If a papiſt (ſaid 

he) nay an Iriſb papiſt, who for many years has 

been a ſervant to the late King James, and the 

Pretender, (meaning Sir Patrick Lawleſs) one 

who has borne arms againſt her Majeſty in France 

and Spain; one who is ſtrongly ſuſpected, of hav- 
ing embrued his hands in the blood of the late 

Duke of Medina Celi, and Marqueſs of Leganez : 


preſence chamber: If he be careſſed by the Mi- 
niſters: Nay, I ſpeak it with horror, if ſuch a 
man be admitted to her Majeſty's private audi- 


think her Majeſty's perſon in danger? And is it 
then a crime in Mr Steele, to ſhew his juſt concern, 
for ſo precious a life.” 15 

As to that paſſage of Mr Sbeele's Criſis, wherein 
he fays, That a late reaſonable book, on the ſuc- 
ceſſion of hereditary right, has publiſhed the will of 


King Henry the eighth, which ſeems to be intended as 
a pattern for the like occaſion, | 
Let thoſe who act under the. preſent ſettlement, and yet 


And a little lower, 


pretend to diſpute for an abſolute hereditary right, 


q wet themſelves with the arguments they have bor- 


rowed 


If, ſaid he, ſuch a man be not only permitted to 
come into England, but to appear ar court, in the 


ence in her cloſet, will not every good ſubject. 
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rawed from popery : Mr Walpole ſaid, It could 
« not be denied, that the Lord Treaſurer was the 


< patron of learned men, for whoſe uſe and improve- 


ment, he had ſet-up a fine library; and that it 
« appeared by the book called, the hereditary right 
« of the crown of England aſſerted, &c. that the 
author had free acceſs to that library, and had 
« drawn very material paſſages out of ſome manu- 
ſcripts in it. But that the Lord Treaſurer's care, 
to ſupply him with materials towards that work, 
« went yet further, ſince his. Lordſhip had employ- 
ed a man to look among old muſty papers, the 
« will and teſtament of King Henry VIIIth, which 
the ſaid author had inſerted at length in the ap- 
« pendix to his book. That he appealed. to 
Mr Lowndes, a member of the houſe, and Se- 
« cretary to the treaſury, whether he had not paid, 
* by the Lord Treaſurer's order, 12 or 14 l. to the 
« perſon. that had made that great diſcovery ; but 
that in caſe he ſhould deny it, he had evidence 
to prove it.“ Mr Lowndes, ſeemed not to deny 
the fact: He only ſaid, that Will was not ſo rare a 


piece, ſince it was to be ſeen in a place he named, 


in Weſtminſter- Abbey, | 

Mr Walpole mentioned three points, in which 
he endeavoured to prove the peace had been alrea- 
dy broke. The firſt, he ſaid, was the demolition 
of Dunkirk, which ought to have been finiſhed 
* five months after the ſigning of the treaty : But 


that inſtead of that, the French had yet, only. 


pulled down part of the outward fortifications, 
* without touching the foundations; which on the 
one hand, rendered the Engliſb garriſon uſeleſs, 
and expoſed to any inſults ; and, on the other 


hand, would afterwards make it eaſy for the 
* French to reſtore and rebuild thoſe fortifications ; 


which was the more probable to be in their 


thoughts, ſince inſtead of ruining the harbour, 


they 
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they were actually repairing che ſluices, and work. 


© ing on a new canal. That the ſecond point, was 
© the renunciations of the Princes of the houſe of 
Bourbon, which were laid down as the foundation 


© and baſis of the peace, on pretence that thereby 


© the'crowns of France and Spain will be more di. 
© yided' than ever: But that ſuppoſing, (what he 
could not by any means grant) that thoſe renun- 
ciations were to be depended upon, they were yet 
conditional, and ſuppoſed the Emperor's renun- 


ciation to the crown of Spain: And therefore, 


« as no care had been taken to engage his imperial 
Majeſty to agtee to that neceſſary condition, fo 
© the renunciations of the Princes of the houſe of 


_ ©: Bourbon, became thereby not binding, or void. 
The third inftance which Mr Walpole gave of the 


violation of the peace; was the French King's ordi- 
nance, dated Septomber 18th, N. S. 1713. Forbid- 
ding the children of French refugees, though born out of 
his dominions, to come into them, without his permiſſion, 
upon pain of being ſent to the galleys. Mr Walpl: 
repreſented, * That the ſaid ordinance was againſt 
* natural right, and the law of nations, and, in 
particular, derogatory from the rights and liber- 
ties of the Britiſß nation, which the children of 
the refugees born in England, were intituled to 
enjoy, as well as the other natives. That he 
would adventure to ſay in their behalf, that it 
were to be wiſhed, that all who have the happi- 
neſs to be born in England, were as good Engliſb- 
men as the ſons of the refugees z and that the 
Britiſh nation, was the more concerned in having 
that ordinance repealed, in that the refugees and 
their children, were the fitteſt to carry-on a 
trade with France. + AMO te 

Mr Horatio Walpole backed, what his brother 
Robert ſaid in favour of the French refugees ; and 


£ deplored the lamentable condition of their Mini- 


1 ſters and the poor amongſt them, to whom the 
a „ Faord 
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Lord Treaſurer, had not paid one penny of the 
1500 l. per annum, voted by Parliament, and 
allowed in the civil lift, towards their ſubſiſtence 
and relief, ſince he came into his office.“ He 
ſaid to that purpoſe, That ſome amongſt them, 
ſuffered now more in England, than they did du- 
ring the perſecution in France; ſince there were 
« always ſome charitable people who relieved them 
vhile they were in priſons and dungeons, where- 
as here they were let to ſtarve.* = 

My Lord Finch, backed alſo Mr. Robert Walpole; 
and gave early pregnant proofs, of the eloquence 
hereditary in his noble family; his Lordſhip, a- 
mong other things, endeavoured to juſtify Mr 
Steele, with relation to the niceſt and tendereſt part 
of the charge againſt him, viz. His third wiſh, in 
the cloſe of his laſt Engliſbman, That bis eleforal 
highneſs of Hanover, ects be ſo grateful as 10 fi 
nify to all the world, the perfect good under ſtanding * 
bas with the court of England, in as plain terms, as 
her Majeſty was Pleaſed 10 declare ſhe bad with that 
bouſe, an her part. 


He ſaid thereupon, That ſyppoſing FEW were | 


in this wiſh, ſome injurious inſinuation, yet the 
* ſame, could not, without injuſtice, be applied to 
the Queen, but only to her Miniſters: That no 
body doubted the good underſtanding between 
her Majeſty and the houſe of — 


regard to that illuſtrious houſe, witneſs, (to paſs 
over other inſtances) the ſlight they put upon 


* the Baron Bothmar's memorial; which the Queen 


had, perhaps, never ſeen, had not the Ducheſs 


* of 3 ſhewed it her Majeſty i in print, in the 


c Daily Courant. My Lord Finch likewiſe juſtified 
Mr Steele, in relation to his reflections on the peace: 


ut that it 
© was notorious, that the Miniſters ſhewed no great 
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We may, ſaid his Lordſhip, give it all the fine 7 


* epithets we pleaſe ; but epithets do not change the 
nature of things, We may, if we pleaſe, Or it 
| here 
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£ hete honourable; but I am ſure· it is accounted 
© ſcandalous in Holland, Germany, Portugal, and 
© over all Europe, except France and Spain. We 
may call it advantageous, but all the trading part 
s of the nation, find it to be otherwiſe: And if it 
© be really advantageous, it muſt be ſo only to the 
< Miniſtry that made it.“ Sir William Wyndham 
ſaying thereupon, * That the Miniſtry would not ſay 
that the peace was advantageous” to them:“ Th: 
Lord Finch very ſmartly replied, Then it was plain 
it was advantageous to no body.?“ 
My Lord Lumley, ſon to the Earl of Scarborough, 
my Lord Hinchinbroke, and ſome other members, 
ſpoke wich a great deal of vivacity in favour of 
Mr Steele, and againſt the conduct of the Miniſtry: 
But Mr Auditor Foley, Sir William MWyndbam, the 
Attorney-General, and ſome other courtiers, being 
ſupported by a great majority, which in popular 
aſſemblies and conſultations, generally ſupplies the 
want of arguments, ſtill inſiſted on the queſtion, ſo 
that at laſt, it was carried by 245 voices, againſt 
152, Firſt, That a printed pamphlet, entituled, 
« The Engliſhman, being the cloſe of the paper ſo 
called, and one other pamphlet, entituled, The 
Criſis, written by Richard Steele, Eſq; a member 
of this houſe ; are ſcandalous and ſeditious libels, 
containing many expreſſions highly reflecting up- 
on her Majeſty, and upon the nobility, clergy, 
gentry, and univerſities of this kingdom, mali- 
Ciouſly inſinuating, that the proteſtant ſucceſſion 
in the houſe of Hanover is in danger under het 
Majeſty's adminiſtration, ard tending to alienate 
the affections of her Majeſty's good ſubjects, and 
© to create jealouſies and diviſions among them. 
Secondly, that Richard Steele, Eſq; for his offence 
in writing, and publiſhing the ſaid ſcandalous and 
< ſcditious libels, be expelled this houſe “. 
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It is obſervable that two Scorch Members only 
ſpoke in this long debate, viz. Mr Baillie, and Sir 
James Stuart, Judge Advocate in North- Britain. 
The firſt ſaid, he was little acquainted with the 
« affairs of England, but had made it his buſineſs, to 
know thoſe of his own country; and that, by all 
the obſervations he could make for ſome years paſt, 
© they who appeared the moſt zealous for the Pre- 


© tender”s intereſt, were the moſt favoured and coun= 


« tenanced, by thoſe in power.“ This was confirm- 
ed by Sir James Stuart, who added, That to his 
certain knowledge, three or four thouſand pounds 
© had been yearly remitted to the highland clans, 
* whoſe Chiefs, and the men under their command, 
were known to be entirely devoted to the Che- 
« valier,* By all this it appears, that this affair 
gave the enemies of the preſent Miniſtry a handle 
to rip up ſeveral things, which, had it not been for 
this proſecution, had, perhaps, never been menti- 
oned in the houſe of Commons: And which, be- 
ing ſpoken in the hearing of ſeveral lords, occa- 
ſioned the like reflections, and ſtricter enquiries, in 
the houſe of Peers. 


On Wedneſday, the 17th of March, the Lords The Lords 


confider the 
tate of the 


took into conſideration the ſtate of the nation, and 
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the Earls of Wharton, Nottingham, and Sunderland, nation. 


the Lords Cowper, Hallifax, and ſome others, hav- 


Ing repreſented the danger that threatned the pro- 
teftant ſucceſſion, in the electoral houſe of Hanover, 
by reaſon of the Pretender not being yet removed 
from Lorrain, and the ill condition the affairs of 
Europe were left in by the late treaties of peace, 
moved, that addreſſes be preſented to her Majeſty, 
that the proper Officers might be directed to lay 
before the houſe, Firſt, * An account of what ſteps 


had been taken for removing the Pretender from 


* the dominions of the Duke of Lorrain, purſuant 
© to the addreſſes of both houſes of laſt Parliament; 


and what anſwers had been given to her Majeſty, 
| : #5 | 


Vor VI. * 


$256, a (42% CLAS Ld Fe D * 
. : | n <A 


2 ES A WAG ir, Fiat eps 2 r . 
8 — B EL 


* TECC 1 
ä —— —— AO I — — 2 nt, E bats ot WAN 


146 PARLIAMENTARY A. 1714 
or any of her Miniſters, by the Duke of Lorraiy, 
« or any of his Miniſters. Secondly, An accountof 
the negociations of peace, what meaſures had 
+ been taken to render the peace univerſal, and 
« what obſtructions her Majeſty. had met therein. 
« Thirdly, An account of what inſtances had been 
made for reſtoring to the Catalans their ancient 
« privileges, and all letters relating -thereunto, 
* Fourthly, An account of the moneys granted by 
Parliament ſince the year 1710, to carry on the 
war in Spain and Portugal.“ Which addreſſes 
were ordered to be preſented to her Majeſty, with- 

| out any oppoſition. 
TheLow After this the Lord High Treaſurer moved for 
moves for a leave to bring in A bill for tbe future ſecurity of the 
ien proteſtant ſucceſſion, by making it high treaſon to bring 
troops being any foreign troops into the kingdom: At which ma- 
he king. ny Peers were ſtrangely ſtartled and ſurprized. 
dm. Amongſt the reſt, the Earl of Notiingham, who im- 
mediately perceiving the dangerous drift of that 
motion, repreſented, * That ſuch a bill might be 
turned againſt the guarantees of the proteſtant 
* ſucceſſion, and ſo weaken that happy ſettlement, 
for the ſecurity of which, the ſaid bill was pre- 
* tended to be intended.” Hereupon the Lord 
Bolingbroke, who found that this bait was diſco- 
vered, endeavoured to palliate the matter, with 
ſay ing, That he doubted not, but the noble Peer 
who made the motion meant only ſuch foreign 
* troops, as might be brought into the kingdom 
« by the Pretender, or his adherents.* The Lord 
Treaſurer having declared, this to. be his meaning ; 
it was anſwered, © That, in that caſe, ſuch a bill 
* was altogether unneceſſary, ſince ſuch troops were 
« zpſo fatto, either open enemies, if foreigners, or 
'* traitors and rebels, if natives.“ The Earl of 
Angleſey put an end to the debate, with ſaying, 
© That the Lord who made the motion, was not 
| © acquainted 
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aàcquainted with the methods of proceeding in 
« that houſe : For every Peer has the privilege of 
bringing in what bill he thinks fit; that the Lord 
« Treafurer's aſking leave for it, was but a compli- 
ment to the houſe; and therefore when he had 
brought in the ſaid bill, it would be then a proper 


© time to confider of it.? Hereupon the ſaid mo- PO 
ropped. The fame day a noble Lord re- oped. 


tion was d 
fleted on the Biſhop of Sarum's preface to his Pa- 


floral care: But that prelate offering to vindicate 


himfelf, no further notice was taken of it. 


Two days after, the Lords reſumed the conſi - Further de- 
bates in the 
houſe of 


deration of the ſtate of the nation, upon which there 
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was a debate, that laſted till 3 o'clock in the even- Lords. 


ing. Several H/hig Lords ſpoke again in favour of 
the Catalans, and inſiſted, That the houſe ought 
ſtrictly to examine how that poor people came to 
© be abandoned, after they had been ſollicited, 


and drawn in to declare for the Emperor.” The 
Earl of Angleſey ſeeing the Miniſtry thus vigorouſly = 


attacked, endeavoured! to ward off the blows, by 
ſaying, * That for his own part, he was one of the 
firſt that appeared againſt the late Miniſters, be- 
© cauſe he was fully convinced of their mal-admini. 
« tration, corruption, avarice, and unbounded ambi- 
* {zon, That he would, in like manner, be one of 
the firſt that ſhould attack the preſent Miniſters, if 


he thought them guilty of the ſame faults; but as 


© he had obſerved that it was meerly out of ſpleen, 
© and envy, that ſome perſons were for enquiring 
into the conduct of patriots, who had given ſignal 
* proofs of their zeal for the publick good, he was 
of opinion, that they ought to examine into the 
conduct both of the late and preſent Miniſters, that 


* ſo by comparing one with the other, they might 


© ſee which had committed leſs errors.“ However, 
the Nhig Lords purſued their point, and in parti- 
cular, took notice of the danger, both the Queen's 
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perſon, and the proteſtant ſucceſſion were in from 
the great number of out-lawed Facobites, who were 
permitted to come over from beyond fea: And 
complained of the favour ſhewn to the Pretender's 
friends, in granting noli proſequi's to ſome perſons, 
who were under proſecution for writing againſt 


the proteſtant ſucceſſion, They alſo animadverted 


upon the debts of the navy being much increaſed, 
though nothing had been done at ſea for two or 
three years paſt : And the court party having little 
or nothing to ſay to theſe particulars, it was moved, 
and, reſolved, to addreſs her Majeſty, that ſhe 
would be pleaſed to order the proper Officers to lay 


before the houſe, * Firſt, An account of the debts 


and ſtate of the navy. Secondly, An account of 
* noli proſequi's granted ſince her Majeſty's acceſſion 
to the throne. And thirdly, A liſt of perſons out- 
lawed, attainted, or that had borne arms in the 
ſervice of her Majeſty's, or the late King's, ene- 
mies, who had got licences to return into Great- 
Britain, or other her Majeſty's dominions, ſince 
© the year 1688” After this, upon a motion for 
adjourning, the Whig Lords, who deſigned to fol- 


G W & & 


lo the chace while the ſcent lay hot, and vigo- 
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rouſly to proſecute the enquiries into the ſtate of the 
nation, propoſed to adjourn only to the Monday 
following. But the Miniſtry being highly concern- 
ed in putting a ſtop to thoſe troubleſome and un- 


| grateful diſquiſitions, the Lord Treaſurer, with a 


ſhewof devotion, repreſented, ©* That the ſolemnity 
of Eaſter's feſtival approaching, the next week, 
ought, according to the primitive inſtitution, and 
the conſtant practice of the Church of England, 
to be ſet apart for works and exerciſes of piety ; 
and therefore moved to adjourn to Wedneſday the 
31ſt of March.“ Being ſeconded by the Lord 
Trevor, the Earl of Wharton ſaid thereupon, * God 
* forbid he ſhould oppoſe that noble Lord, 105 
5 5 5 Ce 
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had made ſo pious and religious a motion; but 
« that he appealed to that venerable bench (point- 
ing to the Biſhops) whether humanity and chri- 
« ſtjan charity did not require it at their hands, 
not to loſe one moment of time, in addreſſing her 
« Majeſty in behalf of the diſtreſſed Catalans, who 
« were reduced to ſuch an extremity, that the leaſt 
« delay in procuring them relief, might prove their 
« ruin for ever.“ Hereupon it was reſolved, with- 
out oppoſition, to preſent the ſaid addreſs, and then 
the Earl of Oxford's motion, for adjourning to the 
31ſt of March, was Carried in the affirmative by 
66 voices againſt 43. It is obſervable that the 
Commons having the day before made an order for 
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clearing their houſe of all ſtrangers, not excepting _ 


the Peers; it was moved in the Lords houſe to be 
even with them by making the like order, with- 
out excepting the Commons: But this was oppoſed 
by the Duke of Argyle, who ſaid, It was for the 
« honour of that auguſt aſſembly, to ſhew that 
they had more manners and complaiſance than 
the Commons.” 


On the 7th of April, the Commons reſolved to 


addreſs her Majeſty, that an account of the preſent 
ſtate and condition of the navy, might be laid be- 
fore them; and then unanimouſly reſolved to con- 
ſider of the ſtate of the nation with regard to the 
proteſtant- ſucceſſion, that day ſeven-night : In order 
to which they alſo reſolved to addreſs the Queen, 
That the letter from the Biſhop of London to the 
Baron de Begue, Miniſter of the Duke of Lorrain 
© to. the States- General, concerning the removal of 
© the Pretender, from the dominions of the Duke 
of Lorrain, might be laid before the houſe.” 


To this purpoſe, we may take notice, that ſome 
time before the Parliament fat, a letter, ſaid to be 
written by the Duke of Lorrain to her Majeſty, 
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The Duke 
of Lorrain's 
Jetter to the 
Queen about 
the Cheva- 
lier de St 
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was handed about firſt in en aud after. | 
wards in print as nn | 


Madam, | 
E could not be 1 more Aurprized ; at the ad- 

dreſſes of the Britiſb Parliament, laſt ſum- 
mer, than with the late remonſtrances of your 
Majeſty's Miniſters at Utrecht, in relation to the 
removal of the Chevalier de $t George, from the 
dominions of Lorrain. Before we would abſo- 
lutely comply with the requeſt of the moſt Chri. 
ſtian King in that affair, the profound reſpect we 
have for your Majeſty, and the tender regard we 
have for your quiet, made us apprehenſive of gi- 
ving the leaſt uneaſineſs to your Majeſty, But 
when we are aſſured, on the contrary, that this 


expedient would be highly agreeable to all ſides, 


as the only means to remove one of the chief ob- 
ſtacles to the general peace of Europe, ſo much 
wanted and deſired : Proud of ſo great an ho- 
nour, we could no longer refrain from opening 
our arms, to receive a Prince, the moſt accom- 
pliſhed, the moſt virtuous, and moſt amiable of hu- 
man race, who only wants to be ſeen to be admi- 
red, and known to 4 almoſt adored ; whoſe mag- 
nanimity in his ſufferings, renders him worthy his 
high birth, beſides his other great and commend- 
able qualities, which confeſs the royal blood chat 
flows in his veins. 

We therefore hope your Majeſty, and the Bri- 
ti/þ nation, will not take in ill part, that we cannot 
comply with a demand, ſo inconſiſtent with our 


. own honour and the laws of boſpitality; that after 


our protection once given, we ſhould voluntarily 
abandon to the rage of his enemies, an innocent 


diſtreſſed Prince, who knows no crime, but be- 


ing born the laſt Heis Malz to that illuſtrious 


family, which for ſeveral ages has given ſo many 


great Monarchs to the world, amongſt the re 


* your 


4 


er- 


* i D 8. 

« your Majeſty, of whoſe heroic virtues he is a hap- 
« py imitator, and whoſe conſpicuous and great 
actions, have reflected as much luſtre as you have 
« received from your noble and truly royal pro- 
« oenitors. That God Almighty would take your 


181 


« Majefty into his holy protection, is the ardent 


« with of, 


Mavpam, 


Your Majeſty's, &c. 


This letter, which, (though with different views) 
was diſperſed with equal induſtry by both parties, 
together with ſome other circumftances, wonderful- 
ly increaſed the fears and jealouſies of the well af- 
fected to the moſt ſerene houſe of Hanover; and oc- 
caſioned various reflect ions on the preſent admini- 
ſtration, in both houſes of Parliament, particularly 
in the houſe of Peers. Rt ORE 

Their Lordſhips being met again on the 3 iſt of 
March, the Lords with white ſtaves acquainted the 
houſe, that the Queen had been pleaſed to order the 
papers, for which they had addreſſed her Majeſty, 
to be laid before them, but that it required ſame 
time to tranſcribe the ſame : Upon which the houſe 


Proceedings 
in the houſe 


of Peers, 


adjourned to Friday the 2d of April. That day, 


ſeveral papers relating to the Catalans were read; 
after which the Earls of Wharton and Sunderland, 
the Lords Hallifax, Cowper, and ſome others, re- 
preſented that the crown of Great-Britain having 
drawn in the Catalans, to declare for the houſe of 
Auſtria, and engaged to ſuccour and ſupport them, 
thoſe engagements ought to have been made good. 
To this the Lord Bolingbroke anſwered, That her 
* Majeſty had uſed all her endeavours to procure to 
© the Catalans, the enjoyment of their ancient liber- 


Debate a- 


bout the Ca- 


talans, 


© ties and privileges; but that, after all, the engage- 
1 H4 _—_ ͤ Roms 


— — 
"Cu CA —— — 2 — ed POR EE WED Rn. ot 


152 


PARLIAMBNTARY) A. 1714, 
ments her Majeſty was entered into, ſubſiſted ng 


longer, than while King Charles was in Spain; but 


that Prince being advanced to the Imperial dig. 
« nity, and having himſelf abandoned the Catalans, 
her Majeſty could do no more than to interpoſe 
cher good offices in their behalf; which ſhe had 


not been wanting to do.“ To this it was replied, 


That God Almighty had put more effeftual means into 
her Majeſty's hands: And after ſome other ſpeeches, 
the Lord Cowper moved for an addreſs to her Ma- 
jeſty, importing, That her Majeſty's endeavours 
© for preſcrving to the Catalans the full enjoyment 
of their ancient liberties, having proved ineffeFual, 
< their Lordſhips made it their humble requeſt to 
her Majeſty, that ſhe would be pleaſed to continue 
< her interpoſition, in the moſt preſſing manner, in 
5 their behalf,” None of the Peers oppoſed this 
motion; only the Lord Chancellor, in order to ju- 
ſtify all that had been done by the Miniſtry, ſaid, 
Their addreſs would be more grateful to her 
« Majeſty, if the word ineſfectual was left out, and 


if they thould thankfully acknowledge her Maje- 


© ſty*s endeavours in favour of the Catalans * Which 
was approved, and a Committee was appointed to 


draw up the faid addreſs accordingly. 


— 


The next day, the addreſs was read and agreed 
to; and in the afternoon preſented to her Majeſty 
as follows: Sg F 


XXII E your Majeſty's moſt dutiſul and loyal 
Y ſubjects, the Lords ſpiritual and temporal 
in Parliament aſſembled, having taken into conſi- 


deration, the ſeveral papers your Majeſty was moſt 


graciouſly pleaſed to order to be laid before this 
houſe, in purſuance of our humble addreſs, of the 
ſeventeenth day of March laſt, that your Majeſty 
would be pleaſed to order an account to be = 
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before this houſe,” of what endeavours had been 
uſed, that the Catalans might have the full enjoy- 
ment of their antient / liberties and privileges; did 
with the utmoſt thankfulneſs to your Majeſty, and 
ſatisfaction to ourſelves, obſerve the repeated and 
carneſt endeavours of your Majeſty, for preſerving 
to the Catalans, the full enjoyment of all their 
juſt and antient liberties z and that although it 
appears by the treaty of peace with Spain, that 
the King of Spain has hitherto not been induced 
to agree with your Majeſty's interpoſition in their 
behalf, but inſiſts that they ſhall come under the 


condition of his ſubjects of Caſtile, there is yet 


room for your Majeſty's further interpoſition, for 
ſecuring to that people, thoſe liberties, which 
cannot but be very valuable to them: We do 
therefore make it our moſt humble and earneſt re- 
queſt to your Majeſty, that your Majeſty would 
be graciouſly pleaſed to continue your interpoſi- 
tion in the moſt preſſing manner, that the Catalans 
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may have the full enjoyment of their juſt and an- 


tient privileges continued to them. 
Her Majeſty's anſwer was as follows. 


My Lords, 


I Heartih thank you for this addreſs, and the ſatis 


faction you expreſs in the endeavours I have uſed 
for ſecuring to the Catalans their juſt liberties. 


At the time 1 concluded my peace with Spain, 1 re- 


ſolved to continue my interpoſition, upon every proper 
occaſion, for obtaining thoſe liberties, and to prevent, if 
poſſible, the misfortunes, to which that people are ex- 
poſed by the conduct of thoſe more nearly concerned to 
help them. 


This anſwer (which however was not made public 
till the 6th of April) occaſioned various 2 | 


| 
) 
f 
| 
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The fame day, the Lords preſented this addref,, 
their Lordſhips read ſeveral of the papers that had 
been laid before them, in relation to the treaties of 
peace, and reſolved to go upon the ſtare of the na · 
tion, on Monday the 5th of April. "Accordingly, 
that day, ſeveral ſpeeches were made, on both ſides, 
in relation to the treaties of peace in general, and 
to the proteſtant ſucceſſion in the houſe of Hanover, in 
particular. After which the queſtion was put, whe- 
ther that ſucceſſion was in danger under her Majeſty's 
adminiſtration, which occaſioned a warm debate, 
that laſted from two in the afternoon, till almoſt 
nine o'clock in the evening. The Lords oppoſite 
to the courtiers, ſtruggled hard to have the words 
under her Majeſty's adminiſtration, left out of the 
queſtion, out of reſpect to her Majeſty, who, they 
ſaid, was no ways concerned in it; and if any thing 
was done amiſs, her Miniſters alone were account- 
able for it: But the other ſide, who had a mind 


to Juſtify the Miniſtry, or, at leaſt, to ſcreen them | 


under the Queen's name, inſiſted, that the words 
ſhould ſtand, and that the queſtion ſhould be agree- 
able to her Majeſty's expreſſion, in her ſpeech from 
the throne, about the ſame ſubject ; and they being 
the more numerous, the queſtion was put, as above, 
and carried in the negative, by a majority of twelve 
voices, viz. of ſeventy-ſix againſt ſixty-four, Be- 
ſides ſeveral ſpeeches that were made on both 


ſides, the moſt remarkable circumſtance of this day's 


Sir hiliam debate, was, that his grace the“ Archbiſhop of 


Daves, 


York,” and the Earl of Angleſey, ſpoke and voted 
with the Whig Lords; which added great weight 
and "ſtrength to that ſide; the firſt drawing after 
him the whole bench of Biſhops, three only except- 
ed: And the other being followed by the Earl of 
Avingdon, and ſix or ſeven other temporal Peers, 
who, like his Lordſhip, had upon molt occaſions, 
voted with the court Lords; ſo that the mage the 

© 8 atter 


— 1 
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latter gained, was Qwing either to the Scoteb Peers 
or to the latę creation: And it was the general opi- 
nion, that this ſeeming advantage was, in reality, a 
kind of real defeat; and that one or two ſuch viclo- 
ries, would ruin the. conquering party. After the 
queſtion was carried, as the court Lords would have 


ir, the Lord Hallifax moved, That an addreſs 


be preſented to her Majeſty, that ſhe would be 


| + pleaſed to renew her inſtances, for the ſpeedy re- 


moving the Pretender out of Lorrain; and that 
her Majeſty would be pleaſed, in conjunction 
* with the States-General, to enter into the guaranty 
« of the proteſtant ſucceſſion in the houſe. of Hanover; 
* and alſo ſuch other Princes, as her Majeſty. ſhould 
think proper,” His Lordſhip was ſeconded. by: 


the Earl of Wharton, who moved beſides, That Motion for 
in the ſaid addreſs, her Majeſty might be deſired t en the 
* ro put out a proclamation, promiſing a reward g 
to any perſon, who ſhould apprehend the Prü- 


« tender, dead or alive. Which motion was backed 
by his Grace the Duke of Bolton, who moved like- 
wiſe, * That the ſaid reward might be ſuitable to 
the importance of that ſervice. No Peer ſaid 
any thing in oppoſition to theſe motions 3. but it 
being late, ſome members cried, adjourn, adjourn + 
But the other ſide, calling for the queſtion, it was 
unanimouſly reſolved, that the ſaid addreſs ſhould: 
be preſented z and a Committee was thereupon ap- 
pointed to draw it up, Before this memorable de- 
bate began, the Lord North and Grey moved, that 
all the ſtrangers that were in the houſe ſhould with- 
draw; upon which the Earl of J/barten deſired, 
that they might be permitted to ſtay ; and his Lord-- 
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ſhip was backed by the Duke of Argyle: But the 


noble Peer who made the firſt motion inſiſting upon 


it, all the ſtrangers were obliged to withdraw, ex- 
cept the Baron Schulz Envoy extraordinary from 


Hanover, whoſe ſtanding behind the throne, with 
the Peers ſons, was winked at, 8 i 


On 
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On Thurſday the 8th of April, upon the report 
of the addreſs before mentioned, ſome court Lords 
moved, to mitigate the fame : And among the ref 

the Lord North and Grey, made a long fpeech, 
The Lora Wherein he endeavoured to ſhew, the barbarity of 
2-4 and © ſetting a reward upon any body's head, which, 
ind it, be faid, was an encouraging of murder and aflaſ- 
© fination 3 and how repugnant ſuch a proceeding 

© was to chriſtianity, the law of nature, and the laws 

© of all civilized nations.“ To which purpoſe his 
Lordſhip quoted ſome paſſages out of Grotius, 
Puffendorf, and other learned civilians. He repre- 

ſented in particular, how inconſiſtent ſuch a pro- 

© ceeding was, with the honour and dignity of ſo 

_ © auguſt an aſſembly, in a nation and government 

© famed for lenity and clemency; and in the con- 

« cluſfion, ſaid, No man either had more reſpect 

© and affection for the illuſtrious houſe of Hanover, 

or would do more to ſerve them, than himſelf; 

© but that they muſt excuſe him if he would not 
venture damnation for them.“ He was backed by 

the Lord Trevor, who ſaid, * That what that noble 

© Peer had ſpoke, was ſufficient to ſhew, how in- 

© conliſtent ſuch a proceeding was to chriſtianity, and 

© the civil law; and therefore he would confine 

© himſelf to our own laws ; and if he knew, or un- 

« derſtood any thing of theſe, he was confident, they Bu 

« were as oppoſite to ſuch proceedings as the civil 


«© law. That he knew, he did not ſpeak there as a . 
lawyer or judge, but as a Peer; but he was ſo WW. 
fully ſatisfied of our law difcountenancing all ſuch «| 


proceedings, that if ever any ſuch caſe ſhould Ill 
come before him, as a Judge, he would think . 
© himſelf bound in juſtice, honour, and conſcience, Ii . 
to condemn ſuch an a#ion as murther, and there- 
8 fore he hoped the ſupream court of judicature, Þþ 
would not make a precedent for encouraging a//a/- 
The addreſs © ſina tion. Little was faid in oppoſition to theſe of 
mitigated. two ſpeeches : And ſo it was moved, Firft, That 
* the 
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the reward ſhould be, for apprebending and bringing 
the Pretender to. juſtice, in caſe he ſhould land, or 
attempt to land, either in Great-Britain or Ireland. 
Szcondly, That her Majeſty ſhould iſſue her royal 


dom, ſhould judge it neceſſary, Upon a diviſion, 
theſe amendments were carried by a majority of ten 
voices, ſome of the Lords, who the Monday before 
yoted with the Vhiggs being for thoſe mitigations ; 
and ſeveral Biſhops thinking fit, to give their tacit 
conſent to them, by their abſence from the 
. 1 | | 
The ſame day, upon a motion made by the 
Lord Hallifax, the Lords reſolved to preſent an- 
other addreſs to the Queen, to deſire her Majeſty, 
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proclamation, whenever ber Majeſty, in her great wiſ- 


That ſhe would be pleaſed to iſſue out her royal Addres 2 


« proclamation, for the putting in execution the 
« laws in force, againſt all Jeſuils, popiſh Prieſts, 
and Biſhops, except thoſe belonging to foreign 


« Miniſters, as alſo againſt all ſuch as bore arms, 


* againſt the late King William and Queen Mary, 
© or her preſent Majeſty, Sc. Upon this occaſion, 
ſome ſevere reflections were made againſt thoſe 
perſons, who being out-lawed, for adhering to the 
late King James and the Pretender, had the aſſu- 
rance, and were encouraged not only to come over, 
but even to appear here with a public character : 
But the conſideration of that affair, was referred to 


the next day, when the Lords reſolved, 1. That Voteagaing 


no perſon, not included in the articles of Lime- 
* 7ick, and who had borne arms in France and Spain, 
* ſhall be capable of any employment civil or mili- 
* tary. 2. That no perſon who is a natural-born 
* ſubject of her Majeſty, ſhall be capable of ſuſtain- 
ing the character of public Miniſter from any fo- 


gainſt R:mifb 
prieſts and 


perſons out- 
awed, 


perſons out- 


lawed » Sc. 


* reign Potentate.” Theſe reſolutions were un- 


doubtedly made with an eye to Sir Patrick Lawleſs, 


who having been the Pretender's Envoy at the court 
of Madrid, had come over with a credence. 1555 
| | ing 
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King Philip. But upon the noiſe his being here IT.. 
made in both houſes of Parliament, he thought ft wit 
The ſame day, upon an occaſional reflection made IM 2 
ſome days before againft the Minifters, for remit. MW © © 


Remittances t ing anuually about 40001. to the clans of Scotland, 4 


to the Scoteb 


as if that ſum were deſigned to keep in heart and © © 
diſcipline the Pretender's friends, the Lord Viſcount * 
Townſhend made a motion for taking that affair into t 
conſideration. Hereupon, the Duke of 47 e 
made a ſpeech, importing, in ſubſtance, That the Eat 
© Scotch Highlanders, being for the moſt part, either I 7% 
rank papiſts, or declared Jacobites, the giving 
them penſions, was, in effect, keeping up popiß i the 
< ſeminaries, and fomenting rebellion.” In anſwer Va 
to which the Lord Treafurer, and the Lord Vir. 
count Bolingbroke, made it appear, Thar in this 
particular, they had but followed the example of 

the late King William, who, after he had reduced 

the Higblanders of Scotland, thought fit to alloy 
«: yearly penſions to the chiefs or heads of the clan; 
in order to keep them quiet; and that if the pre. 
« ſent Miniſtry could be charged with any mif- 
© management, on that article, it was only for re- 
« trenching and ſaving part of that - money. 
Nothing being alledged againſt this apology, the I © 
Lord North and Grey, made a motion for returning H! 
tbe Lord Treaſurer the thanks of the houſe, for his good w| 
ſervices; but the Lord Bolingbroke, ſaid, he was per- I /#< 
ſuaded, the Lord Treaſurer was contented with the MW V* 
teſtimony of his own conſcience, and defired no #* 
further ſatisfaction, than to have his conduct ap- P. 


The Lora proved by that auguſt aſſembly + Whereupon, it # 


was unanimouſly reſolved, that the houſe approved /* 


proved, his Lordſhip's conduct, in that particular. of 


As all weak and unſucceſiful attacks of a Miniſter, de 
do generally but fortify and fix his por; ſo ſome © 
perſons had reaſon to repent the purſuing a wrong 
ſcent ; and, on the other hand, one of the Lord 
11 | Treaſurer's 


Treaſurer's friends, took that opportunity to ſay, 
wich a triumphant and inſulting air, that having 
by this time, removed, all fears and jealouſies 
about Popery and the Pretender, he hoped the ene - 
« mics of the Miniſtry would now ſpeedily produce 
all the objections they had againſt their conduct, 
« and thereupon his Lordſhip moved, that a day 
might be appointed for taking into conſideration 
« the ſtate of the nation, in relation to the treaties 


of peace and commerce.” He was ſeconded by the 
Earl of Clarendon, and ſo the houſe adjourned to 


Tueſday, the 13th of A pri. 
The day before, the houſe of Peers preſented to 

the Queen an addreſs about the Pretender: Which 

was as follows: ottzei ta! i cn 


WE your Majeſty's moſt dutiful and loyal ſub- The Lords 
| 4 2 he 


„ the Lords ſpiritual and temporal in Par- 
lament aſſembled, having a juſt and tender. concern 
far your Majeſty and our country, and being en- 
couraged by that zeal your Majeſty bas ſo often 
expreſſed from the throne, for the proteſtant ſucceſ- 
ſion in the illuſtrious bouſe of Hanover, do now 
preſume. to renew our moſt bumble appliaation to 
your Majeſty, upon a ſubjef® ſo agreeable to you 
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Pretender, 


a this, "which iS NEAREST YOUR OWN ROYAL 


HEART 3 and do bumbly beſeech your Majeſty, that 
whenever your Majeſty, in your great wiſdom, ſhall 
judge it neceſſary, you will. be graciouſly pleaſed to 
Me yaur royal proclamation, promiſing a reward 
io any perſon who ſhall apprebend and bring the 
PRETENDER 70 juſtice, in caſe be. Hall land, or at- 
tempt ta land, either in Great-Britain or Ireland, 
ſuitablę to the importance of the ſervice, for the ſafety 
of your, Majeſty's perſon, and the ſecurity. of the pro- 
teſtant ſucceſion in the houſe: of Hanover. 
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We alſo deſire leave to expreſs our very great 


concern, that your Majeſty's inſtances for removing 
the Pretender out of Lorrain, have not yet bad 
their effeft; and do humbly intreat your Majeſty, 
that you will be graciouſly pleaſed to inſiſt upon, 
and renew your inſtances for, the ſpeedy removing 
tbe Pretender out of Lorrain : And likewiſe that 
your Majeſty will be graciouſly pleaſed, in con- 
junction with the States-General, to deſire the Em. 
peror to enter into the guaranty of the proteſtant 
ſucceſſion in the houſe of Hanover, and alſo all 
ſuch other Princes as your Majeſty ſhall think 
Proper. | | | 


To which her Majeſty returned this anſwer : 


My Lords, | 1 
T would be a real ſtrengtbning to the ſucceſſion in 
' the houſe of Hanover, as well as a ſupport to my 
government, that an end were put to thoſe GROUND- 
 Dess Fears and JEALousIEs, which have been |» 
induſtriouſly promoted. 0 IHE a 
Ido not at this time ſee any occaſion for ſuch a pro- 
clamation. Whenever I judge it to be neceſſary, I 
ſhall give my orders for having one iſſued. 
As: to the other particulars of this addreſs, I wil 
give proper directions therein. R 


This anſwer raiſed the hopes and expectations of 
the friends to the Chevalier de St. George; but the 
ſame day, an accident happened, which, as ſoon 
as known, caſt them into a deeper conſternation than 
they were in before the addreſs againſt the Pretender 


was moved for in the houſe of Peers : the matter of 
Baron Schurr fact was this. | 


gives a viſit ; 


* 
totheLod On Monday the 12th of April, in the afternoon, 


Chancellor, : 
and demand the Baron Schutz, Envoy extraordinary from the 


a writ fr Elector of Hanover, made a viſit to the Lord 
the Duke of 


Contride, High Chancellor, and, among other civilities, ac. 
: knowledged 
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Lnowledge- and affeätion his Lordſhip had ſhewn 


on ſeveral occaſions, to the moſt ſerene electoral 
houſe of Hanover. The Lord Chancellor told him, 
« He was extremely ſenſible of the honour and 
« juſtice he did him by his v, and compliment : 
And deſired him to aſſure the Elector his maſter, 
« of his entire devotion to his ſervice; hoping his 
electoral highneſs gave no credit to the falſe reports 
« that were induſtriouſly ſpread abroad, in order to 


| « give him jealouſies of her Majeſty's Miniſters.” 


The Baron anſwered, '* He would not fail diſcharg- 
ing ſo agreeable a commiſſion : But added, he had 


© a favour to aſk of the Chancellor, in the name of 


« electoral Prince, viz. That his Lordſhip would 
« be pleaſed to make out a writ for his highneſs*s fitting 


in the houſe of Peers, as Duke of Cambridge.” 
The Lord Chancellor feemed ſomewhat ſurprized at 


this unexpected demand, but his Lordſhip told the 
Baron, That it was not uſual to make out writs 
for Peers that were out of the kingdom.  How- 
« ever, he would forthwith apply to her Majeſty for 
directions in this caſe.” The Baron replied, He 
did not doubt, his Lordſhip knew and would per- 
form the duty of his office; but as to the difficul- 


ty of the Duke of Cambridge's being out of the 
kingdom, he might aſſure him his electoral High- 
© neſs had reſolved to come over very ſpeedily; 


* and, perhaps, might be landed before the writ 
* was made out.“ At this the Baron taking his 
leave; the Lord Chancellor deſired him to remem- 
ber, He did not refuſe his demand, but only 
thought it proper to acquaint her Majeſty with it, 
* which. he would do immediately :* To which the 


Baron. ſaid, He likewiſe deſired his Lordſhip to 
remember, that he had applied himſelf to- his 


Lordſhip for the Duke of Cambridge's writ:ꝰ And 
ſo they parted. The Lord Chancellor having the 
lame evening acquainted her Majeſty, and her chief 
Miniſters, with all that had paſſed between him and 
Vio r. VI. M | the 
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Which the the Baron, a Council was immediately called, and 
>. vol having ſat from nine o'clock, till after eleven, it 
ſolved to was reſolved, that the Lord Chancellor ſhould 
rants. make out a writ for the Duke of Cambridge. 

This tranſaction, which, the next morning about 
noon, was firſt whiſpered about in the Court of Re. 
_ queſts, caſt a ſudden damp on the ſpirits of the 
avorved partizans of the Chevalier de St. George, and 
even on ſome others, Who would not be thought 
to have affections that way. It was then a problem, 
whether Baron Scbuis had made that demand, by 
expreſs orders from his maſter, or only by the ad. 
vice of ſuch Lords, and other perſons, as were ſup. 
poſed to have a more immediate concern for the in. 
tereſts of the moſt ſerene houſe of Hanover: But be 
that as it will, it was the ſame day reported, by 
the court-agents, that her Majeſty had taken in ill 
part the Baron's apply ing himſelf to the Lord Chan- 
cellor, before he acquainted her Majeſty with his 
orders in that matter; and that thereupon her Ma- 
jeſty had forbid him the court, and her Miniſters 
to have any correſpondence with him. On Sun. 
day the 18th of April, in the morning, the ma- 
ſter of the ceremonies carried Baron Schutz a mel- 
Baron fſage, to forbid him the court. However, at the 
_—_ ſame time, Mr. Bromley Secretary of ſtate, ſent ano- 
court. ther meſſage to Monſieur Kreyenberg, the Elector of 
Hanover*s Reſident, to acquaint him, that he might 
come to court as uſual : And two days after, one 
of her Majeſty's Meſſengers was diſpatched to Mr. ty 
Harley at the court of Hanover, undoubtedly with MW 
inſtructions, ſuitable to the nem ſcene, which Baron MW m 
Schutz had opened in England. On the other hand, be 
He ſets out the Baron thought fit forthwith to return to Han- MW 10 
Hassee, or ver, and ſo on Thurſday the 20th. of April, in the] 
night, he {et out poſt for Harwich, with only one 
ſervant ; having left in Monſieur Kreyenberg's hands, 
a letter to Mr. Secretary Bromley, importing in 
ſubſtance, * That having had the misfortune to P 
5 | "ol meu | 
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© incur her Majeſty's difpleaſure, and being thereby 
rendered incapable of ſerving his maſter any longer 
in this court, he thought it his duty to return 
home; and ſo took his leave of him.“ The next 
day Mounſier Kreyenberg delivered this letter to 
Mr. Bromley; who told him, That either he, 


«© (Monſieur Kreyenberg) or any other Miniſter whom 


the Elector of Hanover would pleaſe to ſend over, 
would be well received by her Majeſty.“ This 


| whole affair, as may eaſily be imagined, occaſioned 


various reaſonings and conjectures: And as the 


Baron Schutz's declaration of the Duke of Cam- 


bridge's intention ſuddenly to come over, ſtunned 
and alarmed the Chevalier's friends, ſo did it won- 
derfully raiſe the ſpirits of the well- affected to the 
houſe of Hanover; and had a particular influence 
on the public funds, which thereupon roſe four or 
five per e 22153404 | | 

The Lord Chancellor having, on the 13th of 
April, reported to the houſe of Peers, the Queen's 
anſwer to their Lordſhips addreſs about the Pre- 
tender, ſome expreſſions in it did not appear entire- 
ly ſatisfafory ;, and thereupon it was moved to pre- 
ſent another addreſs to her Majeſty, tacitly inſi- 


eating the reaſons and grounds the Lords had for 


the firſt addreſs; a form of an order for ſuch an 
addreſs was, thereupon propoſed, and, a noble Duke 
having moved, that the word induſtriouſiy ſhould 
be added, there aroſe a debate, that laſted from 
two till ſix in the afternoon : After a warm diſpute, 
the court-party carried their point, though by the 
majority of two proxies only, the voices in the houſe 
being equal, viz. 61 on each fide; and fo the fol- 
lowing orders were made. 


Die Martis 1 3 Aprilis, 1714. | 
| Ordered, by the Lords ſpiritual and temporal in 


Parliament aſſembled, that v4 humble addreſs be pre- | 
| 1 


ſented 
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ſented to her Majeſty, to return her Majeſty the thanks 
f this bouſe for her moſt gracious anſwer lo their ad. 
dreſs; and to aſſure her. Majeſty, © that this houſe will 
continue to conſider of, and humbly to offer 10 her Ma. 
jeſty, as well as io concur with her Mapeſiy in all pro- 
per meaſures for ſupporting her Majeſty*s government, 
and for ſtrengthening the proteſtant ſucceſſion in the 
houſe of Hanover, as the only effectual means to put 
an end, to thoſe fears and jealouſies, which have been 
ſo univerſally and induſtriouſly ſpread thoughout this 
kingdom. 5 8 | 


Ordered, That the ſaid addreſs be preſented io ber 
Majeſty by the Lords with white ſtaves. 


On the 16th of April the Lord High Treaſurer 
acquainted the houſe, that the Lords with white 
ſtaves had (according to order) preſented to her 
Majeſty the addreſs of this houſe of Tueſday laſt, 


and that her Majeſty was pleaſed to give the follow- | 


ing moſt gracious anſwer thereunto. 


E 
TheQueen's F Thank you heartily for this adareſs': + 


anſwer. 


And take very kindly the aſſurances you give me 
therein. | | 85 * 


; And thus ended the oreat noiſe that was made in 
the Lords houſe about the Pretender. 


© The day before, the Lords read a ſecond time, 

— the 4] from the Commons, for ſecuring the freedom 

of Parliaments by limiting the number of officers in the 

houſe of Commons; and it was carried by a majority 

Debate in Of ſeven or eight votes, that the ſaid bill ſhould be 

the houſe of committed. Then a motion was made for taking 
Lords about | . - . . . 

the treaties into Conſideration the ſtate of the nation, in relation 

or pexce to the t reaties of peace and commerce, and ſome 

Mercs, ſpeeches were made on both ſides thereupon, mw 

Nen | * | whic 


er 


ye 


in 
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which the debate was adjourned to Friday the 16th 
of April : That day, the Whig-Lords being ap- 
rehenſive, that if any debate aroſe about the Spa- 
niſþ treaty, the other party would propoſe an ad- 
dreſs to the Queen, approving of the ſaid treaty, 
they therefore agreed to ſay nothing againſt the 
treaty that might draw them into a debate. The 
Lord North and Grey ſtood up firſt, and ſaid, that 
if any Lord had any objection againſt the Spaniſh 
treaty,” he was ready to anſwer them: And ſo in a 
challenging manner, ſkirmiſhed for ſome time. 
After he ſat down, there was a ſilence for a quarter 
of an hour; and then the Lord Clarenden ſtood up 
and faid, * My Lords, ſince no objection can be 
« raiſed againſt the Spaniſb treaty, we ſhould addreſs 
her Majeſty, to return her our moſt humble 
thanks, for having by a ſafe, honourable, and 
advantageous peace with Spain, delivered theſe na- 
tions from a long conſuming land- war, and to de- 
ſire her Majeſty, notwithſtanding any obſtruc- 
tions that may be thrown in her way, to proceed 
to the ſettlement of Europe, according to the 
principles laid down in her Majeſty's moſt gracious 


Lords, this is the moſt bare- faced attempt that 
ever was made by this, or any other Miniſtry, 
to ſecure themſelves by endeavouring to get the 
ſanction of this houſe for themſelves. My Lords, 
are not the Miniſtry themſelves jealous that their 
actions ſtand in need of the ſanction of this houſe ? 
Elſe why this endeavour at an addreſs to make 
their act the act of the houſe ? The Lord that 
ſpoke firſt, acting like a ſoldier, would by ſkir- 
miſhing have drawn on a general engagement, 


an ambuſcade of his laying; but I cannot remove 
my finger from the original of our misfortune, the 
CESSATION OF ARMS: We were then told, that 

if a blow had been ſtruck it would have ruined 


M 3 « the 


ſpeech.* To this the Lord Cowper anſwered : * My 


but the troops are too well diſciplined to fall into 


165 
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the peace. Would to Gop it had ruined this 


peace]! To back this, the Lord Hallifax /aid, 
What was laſt mentioned, my Lords, makes me 
« riſe into the higheſt reſentment of the vile uſage 
gi my Lord Duke of Ormond; a Lord for 
+ wifom I have the moſt profound reſpect. My 
Lord Ormond went over into Flanders with a true 


Engliſb heart, which, my Lords, is the beſt in 


the world; with a deſire to do his country all the 
* ſervice his great ability capacitated him to do. 
Therefore it muſt be inconceivable the horrible 


anguiſh it muſt give his noble and generous heart, 


to receive ſuch ſhocking orders, reſtraining. the 
noble ardour of the ſoldiers, fluſhed with former 
© victories, and hopes of ſtill greater.? My Lords, 
added the Earl of Nottingham, * I never knew the 
© hke addreſs to this ever offered at, but once, in 
the caſe of the Duke of Suffolk, who in Hen- 


y VIItb's time, had made a treaty, for which he 


thought it convenient to get the ſanction of this | 


* houſe by an addreſs. I ſay no more of the man, 
* becauſe he came to an untimely end.“ Hereupon 
the Bifhop of Saliſbury ſaid, * My Lords, I do not 


© underſtand what law or reaſon can be given to 


< empower one ally to diſengage from his other al- 
lies, unleſs in a proper manner and time; he ac- 
< quaints them, he has done his ultimus conatns, 
and that to. proceed further, would be certa per- 
nicies: That we had not come to our altimus 


© conatus, is plain, ſince in the year of the ceſſation 


of arms, and the year following, wherein nothing 
< was done, we made as great efforts as the former, 
* when we did ſo many glorious things, and to 
proceed further, in all human probability, it 
+ would have been certa pernicies to our then enemy, 
* the French,” The Biſhop of London anſwered, 


My Lords, at the ceſſation of arms, our caſe was 


* the. very caſe in point, which the Biſhop of Sarum 
puts, for we had then come to our ullimus __ 
4 3 8” 1 0 and, 
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« and, for onght we know, to proceed further, 
« would have been certa pernicies.* Hereupon the 
Earl of Wharton replied, + I did defign to have 
« ſaid a great deal to day, but I find it all antici- 
« pated by the Lords who have ſpoken before me; 
only I muſt ſay what I learn by fitting here, bat 
« the carrying this vote, is the ultimus conatus of the 
« Miniſtry, and that if they do not carry it, it will 


| © be to them certa pernicies Good, my Lords, 


« oratify my curioſity, to let me ſee what certa per- 
© nicies will be.“ Some other Whig Lords. mariy- 
tained, * That there was no abſolute neceſſity of 


+ making a peace, the nation having given near as 


much money for theſe three years paſt, as during 
any three years of the war; and as for the pre- 
* tended advantages, gained by the treaty with 
« Spain, it is plain they were no more than what 
had been ftipulated before by the treaty of the 
year 1667. They alſo complained of the me- 


thod in which the negociations of peace had been 


carried on, and of the giving up the intereſts of 


the Emperor, and King of Portugal, as well as of 


the poor Catalans. After a warm debate that laſt- 
ed till about nine o'clock in the evening, it was re- 


ſolved by a majority of 82 votes againſt 69, to of thanks 
or tne lame 


her Majeſty's goodneſs to her people, in deliver. voted. | 


preſent an addreſs to her Majeſty, to acknowledge 


ing them by a ſafe, honourable, and advantageous 


peace with France and Spain, from the burthen of 


* a conſuming land- war, unequally carried on, and 
become at laſt impracticable : And to intreat her 


© Majeſty, to purſue ſuch meaſures as ſhe ſhould 


judge neceſſary, for compleating the ſettlement of 
Europe, on the principles laid down in her Ma- 


© jeſty*s ſpeech.* An addreſs to that purpoſe was 
the next day drawn up, reported, agreed to, 
and ſent down to the Commons, for their con- 
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e N This naturally leads us to the reſuming the pro- 
ef Com ceœedings in that houſe: On Thurſday the 8th of 
mons. April, it was reſolved to preſent three addreſſes to 

her Majeſty, that ſne would be pleaſed to order to 
be laid before them. Firſt, An account of the 
ſtate of the negociations of the ſeveral treaties of 
peace between her Majeſty and her allies, and 
France and Spain, and of the obſtructions, which 
< occurred in carrying on the ſaid negociations, 
Secondly, An account of what licences, privy- ſeals, 
pr paſſports have been granted ſince the year 1688, 
to perſons outlawed or attainted in Great- Britain 
or Ireland, or who have borne arms in the ſervice 
of her Majeſty's or the late King's enemies, for 
their returning into theſe dominions. And third, 
A copy of the articles of the capitulations of Li- 
* merick and Gallway.“ 
On Friday the gth of April, the Commons re- 
Account of ſolved to addreſs her Majeſty, © Firſt, For an ac- 


money paid 


to the bigh- © Count of all ſums of money, which had been paid 
land clans, © to the high-land clans in North-Britain, - ſince the | 
papers calles * year 1688, with the names of the reſpective per- 
3 « ſons, to whom any ſuch ſums have been paid, 
8 and by whom. Secondly, For the ſtate of the gar - 
« riſons in Nortb- Britain, and an account of what 
arms and ammunition, have been brought out of 
Norib.- Britain into South- Britain, ſince Michaelmas 
* 1710. And thirdly, For copies of the ſeveral 
papers and repreſentations, relating to the garri- 
< ſons of Jamaica, and the Leeward iſlands, which 
had been ſent over from the reſpective Governors 
© of thoſe places, and the opinion of the aſſembly, 
s with reſpect to the forces there. gf 

April 14, Mr. Secretary Bromley preſented to the 
houſe, by her Majeſty's command, purſuant to their 
addreſſes: An account of what inſtances have been 
_ © uſed with the Emperor, for revoking the paſſport | 

granted by him, for the Pretender's reſiding in the 

* dominions of the Duke of Lorrain, or againſt 


« renewing 
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* renewing the ſame. Secondly, A liſt of perſons 
* outlawed, attainted, or that have borne arms in 
* the ſervice of her Majeſty's or the late King's ene- 
mies, who had licences ' to return into Great- 
Britain, or other her Majeſty's dominions, ſince 
© the year 1 688. Thirdly, The ſtate of the forti- 
« fications. and harbour of Dunkirk; and what re- 
« preſentations have been made fm time to time, 
« by the engineers, and officers, appointed to in- 


ſpect the demolition thereof, with the anſwers 


thereto, and orders given thereupon; with liſts 
of the papers relating to the ſaid demolition. 
« Fourthly, An account how far the peace is com- 

* pleat, between her Majeſty's allies, and France 
© and Spain, and what is yet wanting to make the 
« ſame univerſal; as alſo, what obſtructions her Ma- 

« jeſty has met with in her endeavours, to make the 
* ſame univerſal and compleat. F;/tbly, A copy of 
* her Majeſty's commiſſion, appointing Commiſ- 


© faries to treat with the French, dated 13th of 


December 1713. Sixthly, And copies of other 
* commiſſions appointing Commiſſaries in matters 
of trade, ſince the year 1660.“ The Saturday be- 
fore (April 1oth.) Mr. Secretary Bromley preſented 
likewiſe to the houſe, * A copy and tranſlation of a 
letter from the Biſhop of London, to the Baron le 
* Begue, Reſident to the Sbates- General from the 
Duke of Lorrain.“ All which papers were order- 
ed to lie on the table, to be peruſed by the mem- 
ber of the houſe. 

The moſt remarkable of theſe papers, viz. * An 
account of the ſtate of the ſeveral treaties of peace, 
* between her Majeſty and her allies, and France 


and Spain, with an account of the obſtructions 


her Majeſty has met with in her endeavours to 
* make the ſame. univerſal and compleat; and of 
what was done relating to the Cazalans: * Which 
was ſaid to be written RES * en Bolingoroke, was 
28 follows. 


© IN 
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e e of © 7 N ur- to the addreſſes of thi houſe, that 
the ſeveral | her Majeſty will be pleaſed tO order an ac. 
_—_ be" count to be laid before this. houſe, how far the 

| peace is compleat, between her Majeſty's allies, 
and France and Spain, and what is yet wanting, 
to make the fame univerfal; as alſo. what obſtruc- 
tions her Majeſty has met with in her endeavours, 
to make the ſame univerſal and compleat; and 

« likewiſe that her Majeſty would pleaſe, to order 
an account to be laid before this houſe, of what 

< endeavours have been uſed, that the Catalan, 
might have full enjoyment of all their ancient 
« liberties and privileges, and that a full ſtate of 
all proceedings, during the treaty of peace, relat- 
ing thereunto, be likewiſe laid before this houſe: 
Her Majeſty has thought fit to order, beſides the 
papers herew ith delivered 1 in, the following ſtate 

< of the treaties, of the negociations of peace, and 
of the endeavours which ſhe has uſed, that the 


Cataluns might have the full enjoyment of all | 


their ancient liberties and privileges, to be pre- 
< pared and laid before this houſe. 
On the 11th day of April, N. S. 1713, the 
+ Miniſters of Great- Britain, of Portugal, of the 
preſent King of Sicily, and of the &tates- General of 
* the united provinces, ſigned their reſpective trea- 
ties with the Miniſters of his moft Chriſtian Ma- 
z jeſty at Utrecht. 
From that time therefore no treaties between 
+ France and any of the allies, remained unfiniſhed, 
except thoſe of the Emperor, and of the body of 
the empire: The firſt of which was executed at 
* Raſtadt, on the 6th of the laſt month, N. S. 
And his Imperial Majeſty undertaking therein, 
to procure the conſent of the empire, to all the 
articles of it, the peace of the latter may in effect 
be reckoned, to have been Iikewife made at the 
© ſame time, although a congreſs is appointed ta 
meet 
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« meet at Baden, where the conſent of the Electors, 
« Princes, and States of the empire, is to be given 


in form, and ſeveral particular claims to be diſ— 


cuſſed. 
« Paſſports not having been granted to the Mi- 
« niſters of Spain, till more than fourteen months 
« after the conferences at Utrecht were opened, the 


« Duke d Oſuna did not come to the congreſs, be- | 
fore the 19th of April, N. S. 1713, nor enter on 


« any buſineſs till the arrival of his collegue, the 
Marquis de Monteleon, in the month of une. 

On the 13th of Fuly following, the treaty of 
« peace between her Majeſty and the Catholic King 
vas ſigned; but the treaty of commerce could 
not be finiſhed, till the gth of December, N. S. 
©1713. 

Ike peace between Spain and Portugal, her 


* Majeſty looks upon to be as good as concluded, 


* it appearing by late accounts from Utrecht, that 
the project thereof had been drawn up in form, 
and ſent to the two courts to be approved; z and 
that the differences which remain were too incon- 
ſiderable, to occaſion any new delay. Ip the 
mean while, her Majeſty has taken the moſt ef- 
fectual care of the intereſts of the King of Por- 
: * al, having given to that Prince, on the 18th 


of Auguſt 1713, of her own motion, and with- 


* out any requiſition on his part, a new ty, 
* whereby the Queen obliged herſelf to ſecure the 
{ reſtitution, even by force of arms, if that ſhould 
become neceſſary, of any thing which might be 
* taken from Portugal, before the concluſion of the 
peace; to procure to that crown the colony of the 

* Sacrament, or in lieu thereof, ſuch an equivalent 
as the King of Portugal himſelf ſhould be content- 
ed to accept; to obtain ſatisfaction to the Por- 
5 N. for what they claim to be due to them, 
* on account of their . or contract with the 
1 oF * own 
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crown of Spain; and to ſet on foot, after the 
peace, an amicable negociation, for accommodat- 
ing the differences which have ariſen, concerning 
< ſeveral eſtates ſituated in Portugal, and claimed 
by ſubjects of Portugal reſiding in Spain; and con- 
* cerning thoſe Spaniſh ſhips which were, about the 
beginning of the war, ſeized by the Portugueſ; 
On theſe principles the Earl of Strafford made a 
* ſolemn declaration to the Miniſters of Spain, in 
February laſt, when he exchanged with them 
the inſtruments of ratification of the treaties be- 
* tween her Majeſty: and the Catholic King, that 
the peace which the Queen then ratified, did not 
6 
* 
. 
c 
* 


diſpenſe with the obligations which ſhe lay under 
to the King of Portugal, as well by her guaranty 
lately granted, as by her defenſive alliance, made 
in 1703, and that her Majeſty was determined, 
to aſſiſt and defend this Prince, on the foot of 
the pretenſions, ſpecified in the ſaid guaranty, 
and according to the tenor of the ſaid defenſive 
alliance. 
The treaty of peace between the Kings of Spain 
and Sicily, was executed on the fame day, on 
* which her Majeſty's treaty with the crown of 
© Spain was ſigned; that is on the 15th of Juh, 
MNS 1923, 555% 
All the articles of a treaty between the Catho- 
lic King, and the States- General, have been long 

ago adjuſted; and that treaty would have been 
executed in form, had net the Miniſters of the 
Slates-General, made and inſiſted on a declaration, 
« which thoſe of Spain apprehend to be repugnant 
to the terms already ſettled. 

_ © It has not hitherto been poſſible, ſo much as to 
© enter on a treaty between their Imperial and 
Catholic Majeſties; the Emperor having thought 
« fit to withdraw: the laſt of his Miniſters from 
« Utrecht, before thoſe of the King of Spain could 
$ appear and act in that congreſs. 


This 
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+: This: ſhort account of the preſent ſtate of the 
© ſeveral treaties of her Majeſty, and her allies, 
with France and Spain, ſhews how little is want- 
ing, in compariſon with what has been already 
done, to render the peace at laſt as univerſal, as it 
would have been long ago, had not continual ob- 
ſtructions been thrown in the way of this great 
work, at its beginning, and in every ſtep of its 
progress. enn 
France having complained of the manner of 
treating, when former treaties were made, to ſet 
a negociation for a general peace on foot; and 
having for that reaſon refuſed to make any new 


4 % 
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ceived in the month of April, 1711, a propoſal 
from the moſt Chriſtian King, which ſhe imme- 
diately communicated,” by her Ambaſlador, to 
the Miniſters of Holland; aſſuring them, that in 
making peace, as in making war, ſhe would act 
in perfect concert with the Szazes : The Dutch Mi- 
niſters, in return to this mark of her Majeſty's 
confidence in them, and friendſhip for their re- 
public, having expreſſed themſelves to be weary 
of the war, heartily deſirous of peace, and ready 
to join in any method her Majeſty ſhould think 
proper to obtain it, gave their opinion, that the 
© overtures made by France was too general; That it 
* was neceſſary the Queen ſhould make the French ex- 
* plain themſelves more particularly; and that till 
© they had done fo, it was not proper to take any 
concert with" the reſt of the alliee. 

As ſoon as her Majeſty received this anſwer 
from the Hague, ſhe inſiſted that the French ſhould 
be more direct and particular in their overtures ; 
and that they ſhould form a diſtinct project of 
ſuch a peace as they were willing to conclude : 


* A A A A K 


ward, and the utmoſt care was taken, according 
to the deſire of the Miniſters in Holland, whom 
"> hp ber 


overtures to the States- General, her Majeſty re- 


No time was Joſt in carrying this negociation for- 
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her Majeſty had conſulted, to preſerve the ſecret: 


But the dilatory method of treating, which in 


<. thoſe circumſtances was unavoidable, and other 
'£, accidents, to which tranſactions of this kind muſt 
be always expoſed, were the occaſions: that no- 
thing more ſatisfactory than the firſt propoſitions, 
< which Frauce made, could be obtained till the end 
of September 1711. . . 
On the firſt of October, the Queen's inſtruction; 


<, were given to the Earl of Szrafford, to repair i 


with all poſſible diligence to Holland, to acquaint 
the Miniſters of the States, with all that had been 
© done, in conſequence of what they had in the 
© month of May deſired; and to communicate to 
them the propoſitions, ſigned by Monſieur 
Meſnager four days before, to wit, the twenty ſe- 


venth of September; which her Majeſty looked upon 


< to include, in their general expreſſions, all the parti. 
© cular demands proper to be made, in the courſe of 
« the negociation, and to be a ſufficient foundation 
whereupon to open the conferences. The Earl of 
« Strafford was at the ſame time inſtructed to aſſure 
© the Miniſters of Holland, that her Majeſty was 
determined to accept of no advantages to her ſelf, 
< repugnant to their intereſts ; nor of any peace, 
unleſs they had all reaſonable ſatisfaction, as to 
their barrier, as to their trade, and in every other 
reſpect : He was likewiſe to exhort them to join 
with her Majeſty, in promoting the ſtricteſt 
union among all the confederates, as the only 
means to carry the negociation ſucceſsfully for- 
ward; and communications and aſſurances of the 
ſame nature, were at the ſame time given to the 
liese. NY 
Before theſe orders could be executed, and even 
before the laſt overtures had been made on the 
part of France, or it could poſſibly be known 
* what had been tranſacted, the whole confederacy 
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« was induſtrioufly alarmed ; and jealouſies were | 


© every 
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every where ſown; and even in Britain, the moſt 
licentious clamours were raiſed againſt her Ma- 
[ jeſty's proceedings. 

This behaviour muſt appear very extraordinary, 
. when, beſides what is above-mentioned, it ſhall 
be conſidered, that the receiving a Miniſter from 
France by her Majeſty, which was urged as the 
« reaſon; of the apprehenſions of the allies, and 
« which was the only one they pretended to give, 


| © was. no more than what the Dutch, and (there was 


ground to believe) others of the confederates, had 
+ ſeveral times done; and that the perſon ſent hi- 
ther, was the fame. Monſieur Meſuager, who a 
« year or two before, had lain concealed in 
© Holland for many weeks, and had treated dur- 
ing that time, with the chief Miniſters of that 
« republic. _. 

The fatal conſequences, W the" leaſt ap- 

* pearance of difunion amongſt the allies, would ne- 
* ceffarily produce, began then to be felt; and her 
+ Majeſty found herſelf obliged to let the Impe- 
rialiſts, and the Dutch know, that the French 
might have been brought to explain themſelves 
further than they did, had it not been for the ex- 

traordinary uneaſineſs, impatience, and jealouſy, 
which upon the firſt appearance of taking any 
* meaſures towards peace, diſcovered themſelves 
among the allies. 

From thence are all the obitruRtions to the 
peace to be dated, and to thoſe obſtructions 
alone, ſuch points as ſeem to fall ſhort of the ex- 
pectations of any of the parties concerned, are to 
be attributed. The Queen foreſaw, that nothing 
would be left undone, to force the negociation out of 
© ber bands; as well by thoſe who were againſt 
© any peace at all, as by thoſe who feared that her 


+ Majeſty being at the head of the negociation, 


more advantages might accrue to Great- hy oc 
than 
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< than they were willing to allow: And therefore 
the confederacy, which formed itſelf in oppoſtion 
© to what the Queen bad undertaken, inſtead of alter. 
ing her conduct, became the ſtrongeſt reaſon ima. 

« ginable to continue it. Things were already 
brought to that extremity, bat there was no mid- 


* dle, between 'a ſteady purſuit of the true intereſt of 
. © Great-Britain, in be firft place, and abandoning our 


« ſelves to be diſpoſed of in war, or in peace, as fhould 


© ſuit the conveniency, or gratify the Paſſions of the 


© confederates. 1 © 

Soon after the Earl of Straford's departure to 
Holland, Monſieur Buys arrived here, with the 
character of Envoy from the States. General. 
When a Miniſter of this conſequence was ſent, 
© hopes were immediately conceived,” that all jea- 

© louſies might be cured, and a perfectly harmony 
be created, between the Queen and the States: 

After which, an union with the other allies would 
* neceſſarily follow; and the whole confederacy en- 


tering as one man into the congreſs, the ſincerity | 


of the French would have been ſoon tried, and 

the poſſibility or Fefe of obtaining a good 
peace ſoon decided. 

In order to this end, He! Majeſty's {ervants 

« were inſtructed and empowered, to ſettle! with this 


« Miniſter ſuch diſputes, as related to the reciprocal 


© 1ntereſts of the two nations, and to prevent, by 
this previous concert, any difference which might 
ariſe, in the courſe 'of the treaty between the 
Queen and the States. They were further direct- 
ed to adjuſt, in confidence with him, ſuch a plan for 


© the general peace, as it might be proper. finally 10 


A 


infiſt upon: And in this caſe,” her Majeſty would 
© have been ready, jointly with the States, to have 
© broken the conferences, if theſe terms had not 


been granted without exception, and without 
4 aac But, ſuch was\ the public misfortune at that 


© time, 
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unte, that this Miniſter was only empowered to 
hear, and not to ſpeak, and could not take upon 


© him ſo much, as to conclude, or even ſign, ſub, 


« ſpe, rati, a new offen/tve and defenſive alliance be- 
© twixt the Queen and the States, which in theſe 
© circumſtances of affairs, he judged, and her Ma- 

s ſervants concurred with him, to be extream- 
CY USE . nan ate 68 
Buy the conferences which were held with Mon- 


* 


« jeſty*s ſerva 


« fieur Buys here, by the accounts which came from, 


abroad, and by the repreſentations, which, ſome, 
« of the allies made about the ſame time, to her, 
« Majeſty, it appeared undeniably evident, not on- 
ly that the war was become, on the preſent foot, 5 
c abſolutely impracticable 3 but alſo that no alte- 
6 ration could be attempted, either in the'method of. 
carrying it on, or in the views, towards which 
Lit was directed, without diſſolving at once the 
confederacy; and that the diſpute was in fact, 
not whether a Ik by which Spain and the 
Indies would be left to Philip, ſhould be made, 

© but who ſhould have the making of it. 


The real annual expence of this kingdom, a- 
© mounted to more than ſeven millions; whereas it 
© is certain, that we were not in a condition effectu- 
ally to raiſe near ſix millions in the courſe. of a 
© year; from hence it follows, that if this propor- 
tion had been continued, about nine millions 


* would have been the true charge of a ſecond year, 


and about eleven millions that of a third. _ 
This was the ſtate of our affairs, whilſt the 

* houſe of Auſtria contributed nothing but one re- 

c A "to the war of Spain, little to that of 


Jah; had but few forces, and thoſe entirely un- 
© ative, on the Rhine; and ſent none into the Ne- 


© therlands, except ſuch as thoſe harraſſed provinces, 


* were obliged to maintain, and were thereby ren- 


« dered unable to furniſh troops, ot make the ne- 
* ceſlary proviſions for the operations of the army: 
A = both 
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* bath which they t otherwiſe have done, and 
9 4 an eminent Jed Whilſt 
c they were 8 0 Fofrmuvent of 15 the 4 Preſent 
« King of Spain. 

« The States. General bore : a conſiderabte burthen; 5 


bar 2s they had. from the year 1705, {cnt no 


« ſupplies of any kind, either to Portugal or to Ca- 
falonia, and had drawn themſelves almoſt entire- 


ly out. of the Spaniſh war ;. as they furniſhed in no 


n their uota for the fea, ſervice ; as 
ey had reduced their Joint. contributions with 
the Queen i in all payments, to one, third of the 
< whole; and as they. were very backward | in an- 
C ſwering even this ſhare of expe nee ; ſo the load 
o Great-Britain came, upon 1 be account, - as 
« well as upon the Emperor 82 t0 bee 0 Fee 
« ed: As to the reſt of the allies, 5 
6 + which they furniſhed, Were maintal ted b Yy the 
Ween, and the 1 5 5 Fi a ny T5 thoſe 
* 


0 they a not lo # France to 7e given. ſuf- 
« ficient grounds for opening the conferences; if 
they were deſirous to carry on the war, and de- 
« termined to accept of no. terms of peace, inferior io 


* thoſe which had been formerly demanded and refuſed; 


© ſhe was on her part ready to concur with them: 
But that, in Juſtice to herſelf, and to them, ſhe 


© thought herſelf bound to let them know, that 


6 he could. no longer bear ſo e a. 


« 'burthen'; that it was evident, th e common 


effort muſt be ſill greater than. ir was, or that 
there would remain no proſpect of arriving at the 


ends which. they propoſed ; and that for theſe 
Let it would be WCynibent 1 . if the 


E 
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© The Miniſters of the Srates-General were very 
« candid and open upon this head: Monſieur Bus 
« afferted;, that his maſters had done their utmoſt 
© already, and could be obliged to no more; many 
« of the others had on ſeveral occaſions, declared 
their country unable to ſupport the charge they 


© were at, another ſummer, and the Penſionary him- 


* ſelf, in a depuration of the Szazes, appointed to 


| © attend the Earl of Srrafford, in October 1711, de- 


« clared; that it was impoſſible to think of conti- 
nuing the war another year; that what from the 
Emperor, and what from the Princes of the 
© North, we ſhould be in the utmoſt danger, 
+ ſhould we attempt to do it; and finally, hat they 


© were traitors to their country, who were againſt the 


peace. 5 

Many inſtances might be produced, to ſhew 
* that there was at leaſt as little reaſon to expect 
from the houſe of Auſtria, as from the States- 


© General, a greater effort than they had hitherto - 


© made. The peace of Hungary was concluded 
© about the month of May 1711, and that conſtant 
d excuſe, which the Minifters of Vienna uſed to 
make for all their deficiencies, did by conſequence 
* no longer ſubſiſt: Yer her Majeſty found it im- 
* poſſible, at the latter end of that year, to obtain 
* 2 reinforcement of no more than eight thouſand 
* men from thence, although her Miniſter was em- 
© powered to have offered forty thouſand pounds 
for the march of them; and although the preſent 
© King of Sicily, then Duke of Savoy, undertook, 
if he might be aſſured of this reinforcement, any 


time before the cloſe of the campaign, to eſtabliſh 


© his winter quarters on that ſide of France, which 
© would have been, in that point of time, the more 


* decifive z becauſe a project was then formed, and 
would have been executed, could the States have. 


been in time induced, to have taken even leſs 
* than their own ſhare upon them (her Majeſty 
N 2 
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« ſupplying their deficiency, as well as her own 
proportion) to have kept a great body of horſe 
all the winter, on the frontiers of the low coun. 
tries; by which means, Picardy, and the iſle of 
France, would have been ravaged, no magazines 
could have been erected, and the French muſt have 
gone in the ſpring a great way back into their 
country, to aſſemble their army. SD 
The Imperial Miniſters confeſſed very freely, 
that their maſter expected the Queen ſhould fur. 
nifty all the money, and that the utmoſt he could 
do, was to ſend troops at her expence; in the 
ſame breath avowing the Emperor*s intention to 
break the negociation of peace, and to continue 
the war till Spain was conquered ; the entire mo- 
narchy whereof he expected: But if there had 
remained any doubt of the little aſſiſtance which 
was to be hoped for from the houſe of Auſtria, 
who aimed at ſuch great acquiſitions; this matter 


the propoſals which Prince Eugene himſelf made 
in Holland firſt, and afterwards to the Queen, 
© Theſe propoſals, it muſt be thought, were 
carried at leaſt as high as his Imperial Majeſty 
judged himſelf able to make good; ſince it is no- 
torious that he would have ſtuck at nothing, 
which might have broke the meaſures of peace, 
and have encouraged the reſolution of proſecuting 
the war; and yet, even by theſe propoſals, his 
Imperial Majeſty did not pretend to act in the 
field, with two thouſand. men more, than in the 
year 1702, it was underſtood that the Emperor 
Leopold undertook to furniſh ; although the expence 
of a great part of theſe troops was not to fall up- 
on him; and although he offered to contribute 


ſo that the remaining three fourths, as well as the 
whole tranſportation and extraordinary of the war, 


+ would 


would have been put entirely out of diſpute, by | 


but a fourth of the charge of the army in Spain; 
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« would till have been placed to the Queen's ac- 


count. : | Wy 
From what has been ſaid, it is manifeſt, that 


« the method, in which the war was propoſed to. 
« be carried on, could no longer be ſupported ; and 
that there was not any glympſe of hope left, that 


the allies could be brought to make any conſi- 


« derable augmentation of force; to have proſecuted _ 
| © the war, therefore, in this manner, muſt have 


been the ruin of Britain; to have inſiſted upon 
« an impoſſibility, as a condition, without which the 


Queen would not proceed, muſt have diſunited the 


© alliance, and ſuſpended the operations of the ar- 
mies in all parts; in both theſe caſes the conſe- 
* quences are too evident to be enlarged upon. 


In the beginning of the year 1711, died the 


© late Emperor Foſeph ; and the eyes not only of 
© the Princes of the empire, but of all the confede- 


© rates, and of her Majeſty, in the firſt place, were 


immediately fixed on his brother. This event 


* occaſioned a great alteration in the councils of 


Europe, and gave a new turn to the ſentiments of 
many Princes. Fe, > TOE 


There was reaſon to believe, that the Miniſters 
© of Vienna themſelves began to cool in the project 


181 


* of recovering Spain and the Indies: They ſeemed 


to intend nothing more than to get the preſent 


Emperor into Germany, and to ſecure the poſ- 


* ſeſſion of Ttaly to themſelves ; and the former, as 


* well as the late inſtances they had made, for at- 
* tempting the reduction of Sicily, though at the 
© expence of diverting part of thar force, which was 
© applied to the war of Spain, pointed the fame. 


tho Is | * ; 
f In Holland, a partition of the Spaniſh monarchy 

5 © © ſeemed almoſt the general ſcheme ; and the con- 

duct of that republic, as well the confeſſion of 

its Miniſters, ſhewed, that the project of driving 

8 + « Philip 
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« Philip out of Spain, was looked upon there to be 


pure chimera. "pp | 

Soon after the death of the Emperor 7oſeph, 
© her Majeſty had been acquainted, that ſome of 
« the Princes of the empire thought it a point, which, 
« deſerved the moſt ſerious reflection, Whether 
they ſhould ſuffer the Imperial and Spaniſh crowns 
to be united on the ſame head; and whether it 
might not be proper, in the capitulation of the 
empire, to inſiſt on the ſeparating of them; 
Other members of the grand alliance, and thoſe 
< the only two with whom her Majeſty had entered 
into any formal engagement, for recovering the 
* entire Spaniſo monarchy, repreſented on the ſame 
* occaſion, againſt placing this crown on the Em- 
* peror's head: It was urged by one of the moſt 
« conliderable Princes in the alliance, that the prin- 
< ciple upon which he engaged in the war was now 
+ altered ; and that inſtead of fighting, to procure 
« tho Spaniſh monarchy to the houſe of 92 


© his intereſt, and even his ſafety, required that he 


* ſhould fight to prevent. it, * 

The caſe therefore ſtood thus: The preſent 
Emperor, even after his brother's death, and his 
on election, would content himſelf with nothing 
* lets than the whole Spgni/o monarchy, and inſiſt- 
eld, that the war ſhould be proſecuted in this view. 

Of the other allies, ſome looked on this proſpect 
© as chimerical, others as dangerous; from whence 
it follows, that to keep the grand alliance united 
© 10 tus pringples. 3s gonpraicabie and. jt mou 

* be allowed, that to have altered this principle, 
* to have changed ſo many treaties, to have re- 
c conciled ſo many different intereſts, and to have 
formed a ſyſtem entirely new, in the midſt of 

* the war, was an experiment too hazardous to be 


on 
a # #8. 3.4 * 
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In this fituation of affairs, no tire was to be 


« Joſt + The Queen knew very well, that attempts 


to open a treaty with Fance, ſeparately from her, 
« were made by thoſe who clamoured the loudeſt 


© againſt her meaſures ; and the preſent Emperor 


«had thought fit, on board one of her Majeſty's 


« tips, and by ber own Miniſter, to fcad her a 
© meffage of the ſame nature. She therefore infiſt- 


ed with che Imperialiſts, and with the Dutch, that 
© ſhe would be at ſome certainty, and that they 
© ſhould comply with her in the meaſures, either 
of wat of | 8 5 a 


ace. 
be ele dar bende impracticable, has al- 


ready appeared; what obſtructions there were, to 
the carrying on a treaty of peace, comes next to 
© be felated. robe Sf 40. RY &. 


* 


She principal, and indeed the only avowed diſpute 
* between her Majeſty and the States at this time, 
© conterned the method of carrying a negociation for- 


© ward. The States pretended, that à fair opportu- 


© nity would be given to the Minifters of France, to 
divide the confederates, if they were ſuffered to 
meet together in a general congreſs, before the eſ- 
* ſentia] articles of peace were ſettled by ſpecific 
« preliminaries ; the uſe which had been made of 
© this method, on a former occaſion, to evade the 
* concluding of any peace, when, according to the 


cohfeffion of the Dutch Miniſters themſelves, the 
* differences on which the allies and France broke off, 


© did not deſerve the life of a fingle ſoldier, gave no 


I» 7 encouragement to purſue the fame again; 
42 


% 
4 
* * 
- 
q | 3 
- 


ſides which, as the Queen would not take upon / 


« her to ſettle the intereſts of others, ſo neither would 
© ſhe ſuffer others to determine thoſe of her own 
* kingdoms; and if all the confederates were to 
aſſemble, in order to adjuſt a preliminary treaty, 
* = objection made by the States returned upon 
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ed it to be, in the preſent circumſtances of affairs, 
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6 In December 1711, the States. concurred With 


' © her Majeſty in fixing the place of a treaty, appoint- 
ing the day on which the congreſs ſhould open, invit- 


ing ibe allies 10 ſend, their Miniſters thither, and 
giving the neceſſary paſſports to the Plenipotentiaries 
* of France. And if nothing had happened to re- 
vive the ſpirits -of thoſe, who were bent againſt 
the peace, it is highly probable by the little time 
which it coſt. to conclude moſt of the. treaties, 
after the conferences, that had been interrupted, 
were reſumed at Utrecht, and the allies proceeded 
in earneſt to negociate, that the: treaties of all the 
« confederates, - with France, might have been fi- 
niſhed before the ſeaſon of opening the campaign 
in 1712. But before Monſieur Buys returned in- 


K 


to Holland, or the conferences could begin, the 


« efforts were renewed with the greateſt vigour, to 
break off the negociation; the cry againſt a peace, 
« by which Spain and the Indies ſhould be left to any 
* branch of the houſe of Bourbon, became louder than 


ever; and letters and memorials were, not only | 
delivered, but printed; and appeals made: againſt 
ber Majeſty's proceedings to all Europe, and even 


to her gyn {abjeQs,.. lt es „ 
On theſe encouragements, the good diſpoſitions 
towards peace, received. a — 8 and ſome of 
* thoſe who had owned themſelves againſt. the pro- 
* ſecution of the war, to recover the whole Spaniſb 
* monarchy to the houſe of Auſtria, joined now, un- 
der this very pretence, to break the meaſures of 
* peace. The treatment. which ber Majeſty had mei 


« with at this time, will appear in the cleareſt light. 


from this circumſtance : The Miniſter of the States- 
General propoſed to her Majeſty's ſervants, that 
f conſidering the difficulties which the Queen lay 
under, how impoſlible it was to recover by war, 


% creat, the SpanjÞ, dee from King 


* Philip, and how impoſſible he likewiſe apprehend- 


for 
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for her Majeſty to carry on any negociation, by 
which this monarchy. ſhould be left to Philip, he 
« was. ready to extricate her Majeſty from this di- 
lemma, and to- ſcreen. her Miniſters in carrying an 
« the, work which they had begun, in the name of his 
« maſters, to preſent .a memorial, by which the 
« point of obtaining Spain and the Indies, ſhould be 
given up; provided he might be aſſured, that the 
Dutch ſhould have an equal ſhare with her Ma- 
jeſtyẽ's ſubjects in the Aſſiento, which contract, he 
« ſuppoſed, it was ſtipulated, ſhould be made with 
N. oe e ord nds in. 
« From the cauſes, and by the ſteps, which have 
been here mentioned, was the diſunion among the 
« allies, arrived to the higheſt pitch, at the open- 
© ing of the conferences in the month of Fanuary, 
© 1711-2, When the ſtricteſt union among them 
vas more than ever neceſſary, and when the whole 
fruit of thoſe ſucceſſes, wherewith God had bleſſed 
« their cauſe, in the courſe of the war, depended 
* on it. They ſent their ſeveral Plenipotentiaries 
to Utrecht, but it was very apparent, that moſt 
* of them acted on that maxim, which one of them 
« profeſſed, that giving into the meaſures of peace, 
was the ſureſt way to continue the war. They 
flattered themſelves, that the Imperial Mi- 


niſters in conjunction with thoſe of Britain, 


having two years before baffled the deſigns 
of Holland to make peace, it would be, at leaſt, 
as eaſy for the Miniſters of the Emperor in con- 
junction with thoſe of the States- General, to ren- 
* ger fruitleſs, at this time, all her Majeſty's en- 


© deavours to the ſame end. After this it will not 


appear ſurprizing, if the utmoſt dexterity was 
* exerted,.. to. delay the entering on buſineſs at 
* Utrecht, and to wait for the events of the cam- 
On the 29th of January 1711-2, the firſt general 
conference was held between the Miniſters 3 
« allies 


PaRLitaMENnNTARY A. 1714 
allies and thoſe of Frautte, and by the beginning 
-6 of April. a diſpute: was et on foot concerning che 

method of proceeding, Which made all treaty im. 
ws practicable, and which\wis kept up, till a quarre 
happening between one of the ipotentiaries of 

WI France; and one of thoſe of the States, a new ob- 


e ſtruction was created bo take Fer Ace to Winer 
„ r ends of the firſt. 


b The French had nde their overtures in writ. 


ing; the allies had likewiſe' given in their de. 
mands in writing; and the queſtion aroſe, whe. 
ther the French were obliged to give a ſpecific 
© anſwer in writing; or whether they ſhould now 

proceed in the negociation, by debating with the 
“ ſeveral allies, agreeably to the method uſed in 
former congreſſes? By the minutes of the Pro. 
© zotol, to which the French Miniſters appealed, it 
c appeared that they were under no ſuch obligation, 


but between the 2d of April, and the th, Count 


« Sinzendorff had been at the Hague, where the 
«© reſolution was taken, to earry things to extremity, 
that is, not to treat with the Miniſters of the moſt 
« Chriftian King, unleſs they gave an anſwer in 
vriting, and orders were accordingly ſerit by the 


States to their Plenipotentiaries. The deſign was 


laid upon this, to have broke off all further 
© treaty ; but this deſign was diſappointed by the 
« declaration, which the French Miniſters made on 
« the 6th; that their inſtructions allowed" them to 
go no farther than they had offered, but that 
they would write to che King their maſter to 
know his pleaſure; after Which, during three 
months time, there was not ſo much as any ſteps 
© made on the part of the allies, for an anſwer 
from the French, though at the ſame time the 
Imperialiſt: were puſhing to get the "congreſs 
by « cited, or gt . her Majeſty's Minifters ex· 
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In Auguſt, the ſecond obſtruction took place; 
and that, trifling as the occaſion of it may ſeem, 
« was ſo managed, that till the 13th of - Fanuary, 
N. S. 1712-3, the difficulty could not be over- 
come. | n 

Ten months having been loſt at Utrecht, and 
« the ſucceſs of the campaign, not having anſwered 
« the deſign of thoſe Who projected the breaking 
off the treaty, by the operations of the army, 
the Miniſters of the allies made no further diffi- 
c 915 to 8 the very method, which her 
« Majeſty's Plenipotentiaries had from the firſt ad- 
viſed. This method ſucceeded ſo well, that in 
two months after the negociation was reſumed, all 
the parties in the war made their peace with 
France, . the Emperor and empire, and the 
* Miniſters of thoſe powers had likewiſe brought 
their diſputes to ſo narrow a compaſs, that on 
* the 15th of May 1713, the only difference be- 
* tween them, was concerning the marquiſate of 
* Burgaw, eſtimated at the yearly value of about 
© 12000 croẽwns. 


In the ſtate of things, Monſieur Kirchner, the 


« laſt of the Imperial Miniſters who continued at 
Utrecht, left that place, and the Emperor's reſo- 
* lution was declared of ſupporting that war ſingly, 
s which, aſſiſted by the Queen and the States, he 
had not been able to carry on with any tolerable 
S > 545; l 8 ET. 

It was from this time eaſy to foreſee, that the 
+ Emperor intended to treat no more at Utrecht, 


and that a ſeparate negociation between the courts 


« of Vienna and France, whenever it ſhould happen, 
would not prove very. advantageous to the em- 
1 Br or favourable to the preteſtant intereſt in 
© Germany, of which her Majeſty had taken early, 
and ſhe hoped effectual, care, by obliging France 
* to. conſent, that all things concerning the ſtate of 
8 religion in the empire, ſhould be ſettled, con- 
boys « formably 


— 
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* formable to the tenor of the treaties of Węſipbalia; 
in ſuch manner as to make it plainly appear, 


that the moſt Chriſtian King neither would make, 


© nor would have had made any alteration in the 
« ſaid treaties. Thus one of the contracting par. 
«ties, had already, in effect, yielded to the aboli. 
tion of that clauſe, in the 4th article of the treaty 
© of Ryſwick, ſo fatal to the proteſtant religion. 
And if his Imperial Majeſty had concluded his 
< treaty at Utrecht, it is hardly to be believed, that 
in the midſt of ſo many allies, whoſe blood had 
© been ſhed, and whoſe treaſure had been exhauſted 
in his cauſe, he would have refuſed to their joint 
« interceſſion, what France had complied with, on 
the ſingle inſtances of the Queen, 

It has been already obſerved, that if the allies, 
< when the congreſs at Utrecht was opened in the 
beginning of the year, had in good earneſt gone 
© about their ſeveral treaties, the peace might in all 
probability, have beey made before the armies 
could have taken the field. It may be neceſſary 
here to obſerve the ſtate of affairs at another 


period of time, and another opportunity loſt of 


« treating with the greateſt advantage on our ſide, 
and with the greateſt probability of ſucceſs. | 
On the 6th of June 1712, her Majeſty com- 


| © municated to both houſes of Parliament, upon 


< what terms a general peace might be made: 
« Thoſe who were againſt any treaty, and who en- 
« tertained hopes, that the ſenſe of the nation, 
« would not go long with her Majeſty, and that 
« obſtructions would ariſe, even in Britain, to the 
« concluſion of the peace, might have ſeen how 
« vain thoſe expectations were, by the returns which 
© the two houſes made to this inſtance of her Ma- 


jeſty's condeſcenſion, by the aſſurances they gave of 


© their confidence in her, and of their entire reliance 
© on her wiſdom to finiſh this great and good work, 


and by their humble” defire that ſhe world pleaſe to 


I proceed 
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« proceed in the preſent negotiations for obtaining a 
© ſptedy peace. "Thoſe who pretended; only to be 
« againſt the method of treating, and, who were 
« fond of ſpecifick preliminaries, had now the very 
thing which they deſired, his moſt Chriſtian Ma- 
« jeſty. having declared himſelf explicitly and parti- 
« cularly on the moſt important points that were to 
« be ſettled in the treaties of peace. The Queen 
vas even at that time not under the leaſt obliga- 
tion, but at full liberty to have proceeded in the 
© nepgociation,, or to have broke it off, according as 
the French had behaved themſelves: But France 
« was under the ſtrongeſt obligations to ber Majeſty, 
and by her Majeſty's means to the allies. . The 
« conceſſions then made on the part of France, were 
made without any conceſſion whatever on the part 
« of the confederates : If therefore, even then, they 
« could have been preyailed upon, to. unite with the 
Queen, and with one another, during a ſhort ceſ- 
© ſation of arms, the general peace might have 
been ſecured, or if that had failed, we ſhould 
have got by the ceſſation, into our hands, a place 
d of greater importance than we could have expected 
by the moſt ſucceſsful campaign to conquer. 
Aut inſtead of applying themſelves to improve this 


happy conjuncture, the Miniſters who met to treat 


of peace, ſeemed altentive only to what paſſed 
in the field, and Utrecht ſeemed: the ſcene of no 
© other buſineſs than unneceſſary diſputes concerning 
the forms of proceeding, and negociations to ac- 
commodate differences which the quarrels of ſer- 
« vants had begun. E 

From theſe unhappy meaſures were many evil con- 
© ſequences derived, and by them were all the ſubſequent 
© tranſattions. affected, particularly thoſe which re- 
lated to the intereſt of the Catalans. : - | 


This people had ſubmitted to the preſent King 
* of Spain, on his acceſſion to that throne, had 
taken the oaths of fealiy to him,  and+in the nl 
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© held at Barcelona in the year 1701, and 1702, 
© had received from him a new eſtabliſhment of 
© 'theit privileges: Notwithſtanding which, they be. 
© gan in the year 1704, to ſhew their inclinations to 
dd revolt, and it appears, that in the beginning of 
of the year 1705, they made overtures of this kind 
© to the Queen, and that numbers of them were al. 
© ready actually in arms. In compliance therefore 
with what they defired, and encouraged by the 
© aſſurances ſhe received, that not only the Czralans 
© bur other people in Spain, were ready to declare 
for his preſent” Imperial Majeſty, as foon as they 
© ſhould 1 any proſpect of being ſupported in 
their revolt, the Queen thought fit to give direc- 
© tions the Earl of Peterborough, and Sir Cloudeſh 
© Shovel,” joint Admirals of her fleet, on the firſt of 
© May 1705, to do the beſt they could to induce 
the Cazalans to co- operate with them for the re- 
* duction of Spain. In order to which, they were 
< impowered to promiſe, in the Queen's name, 


that ſhe would ſecure to them a confirmation of 


© their rights and liberties from the faid Prince, 
King Charles the third. But it appears by the 
ſame inſtructions, that inſtead of giving theſe aſ- 
© ſurances, the Admirals were to take meaſures for 
© annoying the towns on the coaſt of Spain, and for 
reducing them by force, unleſs fuitable returns 
* from the Catalans and Spaniards were made to 
© theſe kind offers on her Majefty's part. This 
© Ttkewiſe appears to have been the meafure by 
© which the Queen proceeded, from the commiſſion, 
credentials, and inſtructions which were given to 


n 6 2 


beſides which it is alſo to be obſerved, that after 
the Earl of Peterborough and Sir Cloudeſfly Shovel 
were arrived with her Majeſty's fleet at Lisbon, 


© ir ftill remained, for ſome time, uncertain what 
© deſign they ſhould proſecute, and this uncertainty. 


© hindered them from preſſing the people of Ca- 


- « talonia 


Mr. Crowe, who was ſent to Genoain March, 1705; 
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"MN + anias, Whilſt, King Charles rather checked than 
25 0 incited them; ſo that when the Queen's forces pro- 
of if ceeded on this ſervice, the Catalans were looked 
upon to be the prineipals, and we only acceffaries | 
to in the war: From all which it is evident, that the | 2 
f landing of the Earl of Peterborough in Catalonia, | 
d and her Majeſty's entring into that part of che [2 
. war, were in conſequence of the ſollicitations of 3 
ie i « the Caralons and other Speniarids, affected to the 
ie i « houſe, of Auſtiria x; and that all the engagements 
Which ſhe gave to theſe people, went no further 
'© chan the obtaining from King Charles the third a 
confirmation ef their rights and privileges; and 
a although her Majeſty offered at that time to give 
a guaranty for the fame, and to enter into a treaty 
5 with that people, yet it does not appear that ſuch 
a guaranty was ever given, or, that ſuch a treaty 
ewas ever made. This e 5 the 
Queen's engagements; to the e of this pro- 
a . 8 Sala have been no doub of _ 
© WM ©. ing them. good: in every part, had the events o 
of 4 _ the e rendered the 
© placing hĩs preſent Imperial Majeſty on the throne 9 
e ef Spain practicable; and there is as little doubt, l 
i- Wl © that beſides what has been obtained by her Ma- 
jeſty for the Cazalans, the confirmation of all their 
r privileges would like wiſe have been procured from 
bis Caibolic Majeſty, had not the conduct of the 
to © Emperor ſingly prevented it. . 
* In the year 1712, it has been already ſaid, that 
') Il © although the faireſt proſpect of making a general I 
peace was opened, yet his Imperial Majeſty con- 4 
0 Wl © tinued. in his reſolütion not to make it: The 1 
3 WM © Queen on the other hand was under a neceſſity of 
* * purſuing the meaſures ſhe had taken, and thereby - 
not only of agreeing to a ceſſation of arms, but 
* alſo of withdrawing her troops out of the province 
ar WW © of Catalonia, the ſupplies granted by Parlia- 


ment 
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© ment for that year having been ſo calculated, that 
the whole eſtabliſhment was given only for the 
© firſt, quarter, and one third of four millions of 
crons for the other three quarters, conditional] 
<, that the Emperor and the States General would take 
upon themſelves; the other two cg third, which! in 
6, fact neither of them did. ö 
Under theſe circunttarices it was plein that the 
Catalans would be left without any terms made in 
+: their behalf, and that the Empreſs and imperial 
© forces, who remained in that province would be 
d expoſed to the greateſt difficulties and dangers, 
The Queen therefore took immediately all the 
care ſhe could to prevent theſe misfortunes, and 


Nut the ſame time to ſecure and ſtrengthen his im. 


perial Majeſty, as fur as lay in her power, not- 

< withſtanding: the treatment ſhe had received; and 

the juſt provocation ſhe had to leave him to 

« ſtruggle lane ae eee of his own mea- 
g -Jares.. 47 

5: Ar the: doings end of this year 17124 ber NM. 

. Joſt ſer a treaty on foot for the evacuation of Ca. 


©. talonia,” and for the neutrality of Daly. Her Ma- 


« jeſty's aim by her firſt part of this treaty, was to 
« ſecure the return of the Empreſs and the imperial 
troops, and ſince ſhe could no longer ſupport the 
Catalans by her arms, to provide for them by 
the terms of peace. Her Majeſty's aim in the ſe- 


< cond part, was to leave as little room as poſſible 


for France or Spain to attack his Imperial Ma- 

« jeſty, when the treaties between her Majeſty and 
the Slates- General ſhould be concluded with the 
moſt Chriſtian King. The Queen conſidered that 
theſe treaties, and the barrier of the States, would 


T 


trality in J ah, the Emperor's territories in that 


4 _y were like wiſe covered ſo that by the 


8 care 


ſecure the ten provinces of the Netherlands from 
any invaſion; and by this convention for a neu- 
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© care which her Majeſty took, ſince he was deter- 
© mined to run the riſk of continuing ſingle in the 
war, he would he open in no frontier but that of 
© the Rhine, where, by the fame means, he would 
be able conſiderably to increaſe his ſtrength, as 
well with draughts out of 7taly, as with the Ger- 
© mans and other forces which were to be tranſported 
from Spain. _ | 

© It was no ſooner than the end of January 
© 1712-3, that by the good offices of her Majeſty's 


« Minifters at Utrecht, the Imperial and French Ple- 


nipotentiaries were brought to meet upon this 
« negoctation, and in the mean time her Majeſty en- 
deavoured, as well by her own Miniſters at 
Madrid, as by preffing the Spaniſh Miniſter, who 
« was then here, to induce the Catholic King to 
«© facilitate this matter as much as poſſible, and par- 
* ticularſy on the head of the privileges of the 
© Catalans, in which the Minifter of France con- 
© curred with the greateſt earneſtneſs. But it ſoon 
appeared that his Catholic Majeſty, who ſaw the 
advantage which the condud of the Imperial 
court gave him, would hardly be prevailed upon 
* to grant any thing more than a general act 
© of oblivion, and a reſtitution of honours and 
© eſtates, | 1 

On the 14th of March, N. S. 1713, the con- 
vention for the neutrality of [taly, and the evacua- 
* tion of Catalonia was executed by her Majeſty's 
* Miniſters on behalf of the Emperor, and by thoſe 
* of France, and by thoſe of the King of Spain, and 


the artichè concerning the privileges of the Catalans 


left undetermined, a right being reſerved to her 
* Majeſty to inſiſt, whenever the Emperor ſhould 
* treat of peace, that thoſe privileges ſhould be pre- 
* ſerved to them; and the moſt Chriſtian King de- 
* claring that he would concur with the Queen to 


the ſame end. 
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© In May 1713; the 7reaty of peace between her 
Majeſty and the Catholic King was ſigned pro. 
viſionally here, and in Juby, definitively at 
Utrecht, whereby there 1s not only an abſolute am- 
neſty, with a full poſſeſſion of all their eſtates and 
honours, but alſo the privileges of the Caftilians 
granted to the Catalans ; which article is at leaſt 
in this reſpe& conſiderable, that the people of 
Catalonia are thereby intitled to hold any em- 
ployments in the Weſt-TIndies, or to trade directly 
thither, in as full and ample manner as the peo- 
ple of Caſtile, from which they were formerly as 
much excluded as any foreign nation whatever. 
The preſervation of their antient privileges is 
neither granted nor directly refuſed by this article; 
ſo that the Queen, either when the peace ſhall 
come to be treated between their Imperial and 
Catholic Majeſties, or on any other favourable 
occaſion which may offer itſelf, is at liberty to re. 
new her applications upon this head. In the 
mean time, it is certain, that the refuſal of the 
people of this principality, as well as the iſland of 
Majorca, to ſubmit to the Catholic King, when 
in purſuance of the 7reaty of neutrality, theſe 
countries were evacuated by the Emperor's forces ; 
and their obſtinate reſiſtance ſince that time, 
muſt have rendered the obtaining of their pri- 
vileges ſtill more difficult, if that be poſſible, than 
it was. | 

If the ancient privileges of theſe people in their 
full extent were not obtained, it muſt be attributed 
to thoſe who rendered it impracticable to treat ef- 
fectually for them, before the withdrawing of the 
Queen's forces out of Catalonia; and if their con- 
dition is become ſince more deſperate, thoſe are 
only to anſwer for it, who have encouraged them 
not to ſubmit a ſecond time to their Prince, with 
the hopes of relief, which they who gave ſuch 


„hopes 
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« hopes muſt have known themſelves in no condi- 

tion of making good. | | 
From this ſtate of the ſeveral treaties between 

her Majeſty, her allies, and France and Spain; 

by this account of the general egociations of peace, 

and of the particular caſe of the Catalans, the rea- 


ſonableneſs of all the ſteps her Majeſty has taken, 


and thoſe deſigns which have been purſued at 
« firſt to wreſt the negociation out of her hands, and 
« fince to unravel all that had been done, and to 
throw us into confuſion, will ſufficiently appear.“ 


On Thur/day the 15th of April, the Commons The Com- 
| fdered the 
proteſtant ſucceſſion, in a Committee of the whole Rate of the 
Nations 


conſidered the fate of the nation, with regard to the 


houſe, of which Mr. Freeman was choſen Chair- 
man, After the reading of the ſeveral papers that 
had been laid before the houſe, relating to the 
Pretender*s being removed out of the Duke of Lor- 
rain*'s dominions, to the negociations of peace, to 
the demolition of Dunkirk, and to paſſports granted to 
perſons outlawed or attainted : A motion was made 
by Sir Edward Knatchbull, and the queſtion put, 
Whether the protęſtant ſucceſſion in the houſe of 
* Hanover be in danger under her Majeſty's govern- 
* ment? Mr. Secretary Bromley endeavoured to 
prove the negative, by repreſenting what her Ma- 
jeſty had done for ſecuring that ſucceſſion, and re- 
moving the Pretender from Lorrain. He was an- 
ſwered by Mr. Walpole, who with a great deal of 
vivacity, ſhewed the proteſtant ſucceſſion to be in 


danger, not from her Majeſty, but from the du- 


bious conduct of ſome perſons ; and therefore inſiſt- 


ed, that her Majeſty might not be mentioned in the 


queſtion. Mr. Campion having ſpoken in vindi- 


cation of the Miniſtry, the Earl of - Heriford an- 


ſwered him. The Lord Hinchingbroke expreſſed 


| likewiſe his fears of the proteftant ſucceſſion being 


in danger ; from the encouragement that was given 
: „5 to 
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to the Pretender's friends, particularly in North. 
Britain; which his Lordſhip had an opportunity tc 
obſerve when he was there with the. regiment in 
which he had a troop. After ſome other ſpeeches 
on both fides, the court party being apprehenſive 
that the queſtion would go againſt them, endeavour- 
ed to drop it, by moving, that Mr. Freeman ſhould 
leave the chair; hereupon Sir Thomas Hanmer, the 


Speaker, made a memorable ſpeech, importing, in 


ſubſtance, * That he was ſorry to ſee that endea- 
< yours were ufed to wave that queſtion, and ſtop 
their mouths : But he was of opinion this was the 
proper, and, perhaps, the only time for patriots 
to ſpeak. That a great deal of pains were taken 
to ſcreen ſome perſons, and in order to that, to 
make them over-look the dangers that threatned 
the, Queen, the nation, and the proteſtant ſuc- 
ceſſion. That for his own part he had all the ho- 
nour and refpe&t imaginable for her Majeſty's 
Miniſters ; but that he owed ſtill more to his 
country than to any Miniſter. That in this de- 
* bate, ſo much had been ſaid to prove the ſuc- 
< ceſſion to be in danger, and ſo little to make out 
the contrary, that he could not but believe the 
« firſt; and thereupon he took notice of Sir Patrick 
£ Lawleſs being ſuffered to come over and admitted 
to an audience of her Majeſty.” This ſpeech had 
a great influence on all unbyaſſed and unprejudiced 
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members, but nevertheleſs, after a warm debate, 
that laſted till towards nine o'clock in the evening, 


it was reſolved, by a majority of 256 voices againſt 
208 : Firſt, * That it 1s the opinion of this Com- 


< mittee, that the proteftant ſucceſſion in the houſe of 


* Hanover is in no danger under her Majeſty's go- 
« vernment. Secondly, That it is the opinion of this 
© Committee, that the houſe be moved humbly to 
© addreſs her Majeſty, returning the thanks of the 
* houſe to her Majeſty, for the inſtances ſhe has uſed. 


for the removal of the Pretender from the domi- 


6 nions 


1 
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: « nions of the Duke of Lorrain, and humbly defir- 1 
G ing her Majeſty to inſiſt upon, and renew her in- 4 
n « ſtances for, his ſpeedy removal from thence.” 

J The next day, Mr. Freeman reported theſe two 

e reſolutions to the houſe, and the firſt being read a. 5 
£ ſecond time, there aroſe a debate, in which Mr. Wal- | 
d pole, Mr. Lechmere, and General Stanhope, made . 


e very fine ſpeeches. Mr. Walpole, among other F 
n MW things, © applauded the public ſpirit the Speaker L 
- had ſhewn the day before, but added, he diſpair- 3 
p ed of ſeeing truth and juſtice prevail, ſince not- ö 
e «* withſtanding the weight of a perſon of his known 1 
's integrity, merit, and eloquence, the majority of | 
n votes had carried it againſt reaſon and argument.” 4 
0 General Stanhope endeavoured to prove the proteſtant 1 
d ſucceſſion to be in danger by this ſingle, but for- J 
. cible induction, or conjunctive ſyllogiſm, that as it b 
» vas univerſally acknowledged it had been the 4 
5 « French King's intention, fo it was ſtill his intereſt, The com- | 
is and he had it now more than ever in his PowWE R, the prote- | 
- to reſtore the PRE TENDER,” However, he que- font ſue- i 
. E f ceſſion not 1 
on ſtion being put, upon the firſt reſolution, the ſame to be in 6an- 1 
it WU was agreed unto, without a diviſion ; as was allo 8, Oe. | 
1 the ſecond reſolution. | | | | 
k On the 17th of April, upon a meſſage from the |, |} 
d Lords by Mr. Baron Price, and Mr. Juſtice Powys, bout the I 
d Junior, That the Lords had agreed to an humble ie bent 
ed addreſs to be preſented to her Majeſty, to which of com- | 
e, they deſired the concurrence of the houſe, the ſaid . 
7, addreſs was twice read; after which the meſſengers ; 
| who had withdrawn, were called in, and acquainted, l 
1 that this houſe would conſider of the addreſs ſent | 1 
of from the Lords; and then ſend an anſwer by meſ-. 
o- ſengers of their own. This done, ſome members 
is moved, that the houſe would immediately concur 
to with the Lords in their addreſs, which was op- 
ne poſed by others, and occaſioned a warm debate; 
d W After which it was reſolved to preſent three ad- 
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dre ſſes to ber Majeſty, that ſhe would be pleaſed to 
direct the proper Officers to lay before the houſe, 


Papers cal- Firſt, The treaties of peace and commerce between 


« ber Majeſty and the King of Spain, and the inſtruc- 
tions given to her Majeſty's Ambaſſadors thereupon, 
© together with the copies of the King of Spain's ra- 
+ © tifications of the ſaid treaties, and the preliminaries 
ſigned by the Lord Lexington and the Marquis of 
© Bedmar at Madrid, and all other agreements and 
« ſtipulations which had been made concerning the 
commerce between Great-Britain and Spain. Se- 
* condly, An account what engagements of guaranty 
© her Majeſty has entered into by virtue of any zreaty 
* with any foreign Prince or State from the year 
* 1710. And thirdly, An account what inſtances 
© had been uſed by her Majeſty for the reſtoring to 
the Caralans their ancient privileges, and all letters 
relating thereunto.* And then it was reſolved, 
© To take into further conſideration the meſſa 
that day ſent from the Lords, upon Thurſday next 
following.“ After this, the conſideration of that 
part of her Majeſty's ſpeech relating to libels, was 
further put off to that day fortnight ; and Mr. Se- 
cretary Bromley acquainted the houſe, that, pur- 
ſuant to their addreſs for the Pretender*s ſpeedy re- 
moval from Lorrain, her Majeſty had been pleaſed 
to declare, that ſhe would inſiſt upon and renew her 
inſtances, as this houſe deſired. 
April 22d, the houſe took into conſideration, 


mons concor the meſſage from the Lords of the Saturday before, 


upon which there aroſe a very warm debate, that 


theiraddreſs. Jaſted from one, till ſix o'clock in the afternoon, 


when it was reſolved, Firſt, * That the blank in 
the addreſs be filled up with the words, and Com- 
© mons. Secondly, That the houſe doth agree with 
the Lords in the ſaid addreſs, to be preſented to 
* her Majeſty : And ordered, that Mr. Chancellor 
of the Exchequer do carry the addreſs to the Lords, 
and acquaint them with theſe two 5 
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On Saturday the 24th of April, both houſes at- 

tended her Majeſty with the ſaid addreſs, which was 

as follows. 


Moſt gracious Several gn, | 

E your Majeſty's moſt dutiful and loyal Addreſs of 
W ſubjects, the Lords ſpiritual and temporal, unn bouks 
and Commons, in Parliament aſſembled, beg fate, bo- 
| leave to expreſs the juſt ſenſe which we have of Koen Ne 
e your Majeſty's goodneſs to your people, in deli- peace, 
A vering them by a SAFE, HoNOURABLE and 
y ADvanTAGEOUS peace with France and Spain, 
'y from the heavy burthen of a conſuming war, un- 
r 


equally carried on, and become at laſt imprac- 


8 ticable. And we do moſt earneſtly intreat your 
0 Majeſty, that you will be pleaſed, with the ſame 


5 ſteadineſs, notwithſtanding all the obſtructions 
F which have been, or may be, thrown in your 
e way, to purſue ſuch meaſures as you ſhall judge 
t neceſſary, for compleating the ſettlement of Eu- 
t rope, on the principles laid down by your Ma- 


8 jeſty, in yore” moſt gracious ſpeech from the 
* throne. 


Her Majeſty's anſwer to this eratefal addreſs, was 
ö as follows: 


My Lords and Gentlemen, 
HE ſtate of public affairs in Europe, as well 
as the neceſſities of my own kingdoms, obliged me 


t to enter into a negociation of peace, and notwitb-. 
N anding all obſtructions and difficulties, I have, by the | 
1 * of God, brought it to a happy concluſion. 

+ I efteem this addreſs as the united voice of my af- 

1 feftionate and loyal ſubjefts ; and ] return you all the 

) heartieſt thanks, which can be given by a Sovereign, 

r who defires nothing more, than to ſee her aun ſafe 
„ and Ari. 


— 
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Bill to fre- On the 12th of May, upon a motion made by 


Sir William Wyndham, the 8th, 9th, 1oth, and 


ichiſm, or- IIth ſections, of the ſtatute of the 13th and 14th 
broncht in. Year of King Charles II, intituled, An an for the 


uni formily of public prayers, and adminiſtration of ſa- 
craments, and other rites and ceremonies, and foreſta- 
bliſhing the form of making, ordaining, and conſecrat. 
ing Biſhops, Prieſts, and Deacons in the Church of 
England, were read : After which it was ordered, 
That leave be given to bring in à bill to prevent the 
growth of ſchiſm, and for the farther ſecurity of the 
Church of England, as by law eſtabliſped; and, that 
Mr. Chancellor of the Excheguer, Mr. Cholmondley, 
Mr. Comptroller, Sir Arthur Kay, Mr. Campion, 

Lord Down, Mr. Finch, Mr. Gore, Mr. Secretary 
Bromley, Mr. Windſor, Sir William Whitlocke, Dr. 
Paste, and Mr. Aldworth, do prepare and bring 
in the ſame. 

After this it was reſolved to addreſs her Majeſty, 
for a copy of the inſtructions given to the Earlof 
$trafford, with relation to the declaration made by 
him, on the part of her Majeſty, to the Miniſters 
of the ſeveral allies, who had any troops in her Ma- 
jeſty's pay, before the ceſſation of arms: Which 
addreſs was generally looked upon to be made in 
order to find a pretence, not to pay the arrears due 
to the troops of the moſt ſerene Elector of Hanover, 
and lately demanded on the part of his electoral 
Highneſs ; becauſe upon the ceſſation of arms, thoſe 
troops refuſed to obey the Duke of Ormond, and 
rather choſe to follow Prince Eugene, with the reſt 
of the confederates. 

May the 21ſt, Mr. Secretary Bromley acquaint- 
ed the Commons, That the Sates-General having 
$ {ent a letter to her Majeſty upon their demand of 
$ the arrears, due to the thirteen Dutch regiments, 
+ which have formerly ſerved the crown of England, 
+ ſhe had commanded him to lay a copy thereof 
before this houſe; Which he did gooording)y 
Ae by | al 


4 bn EDA F KS.  _ 
by and the ſame was ordered to lie 6n the table. 

nd The fame day, Sir William Wyndham preſented to Bil. againft 
4th the houſe, A bill to prevent the growth of ſchiſm, and ed 
the for the further ſecurity of the Church of England, as 

2 by law eſtabliſbed: Which was read the firſt, and 


2 ordered to be read a ſecond time. Then the bill for Bill for in- 
at. making incloſures of ſome part of the common grounds, —_ | 

of in that part of Great-Britain called England, for en- grounds. 
ea, dowing poor vicarages and chapelries, for the better 

the WM ſupport of their Miniſters, was read a ſecond time, 

the and committed to a Committee of the whole houſe, ; 
nat who were empowered to receive à clauſe, to exempt 1 
ey, the lands that ſhall be incloſed by virtue of the ſaid bill, i 
on, from paying tythes, where the impropriations are in 
ry Lay hands, | 55 1 
r. On the 22d of May, a bill was ordered to be Bill for re- ; 
ng brought in, for veſting the revenues and rents which _ 8 14 


did belong to the Archbiſhops and Biſhops of that part of in Scotland. 
ty, Great-Britain called Scotland, in her Majeſty, ber 
of beirs and ſucceſſors, to be by them applied, for the ſup- 
by port and maintenance of ſuch of the epiſcopal clergy 
ers there, who ſhall take and ſubſcribe the oaths of al- 
[a- legiance, ſupremacy, and abjuration, and ſhall pray for 
ch her Majeſty, and the Princeſs Sophia, in expreſs 
in words, and conform to the liturgy of the Church of 


* — on n N 1 
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ue England : And at the ſame time, it was reſolved, ; 
er, to addreſs her Majeſty, for an account what rents | 
ral and revenues, formerly belonging to the Archbi- 
We ſhops and Biſhops in Scotland, are now veſted in the 
nd crown, What grants have been made out of the 
eſt ſame, to what uſes, and upon what conſiderations. | f 


On Monday the 24th of May, the bill to prevent 
t- the growth of ſchiſm, was read the third time, and 
ng committed to a Committee of the whole houſe : 
of And beſides this, and other bills in favour of the 
ts, eſtabliſhed Church, another bill was the ſame day 
d, ordered to be brought in, for the better ſupport and Bill for the 
of maintenance of Curates, within the Church of England, tango ; 


y, obo ſupply the places of Reftors and Vicars not reſid- Curates 
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ing upon their rectories and vicariges; with an in- 
ſtruction to the Gentlemen appointed to prepare and 

bring in the ſaid bill, that they ſhould provide 
therein, for the preventing the ſale of the next avoid. 

ance of any ecclefiaſtical living with cure of ſouls, 
Pill 22 On the 26th of May, the Commons, in a com- 
vent , 


prevent the growth of ſchiſm, &c. and made ſeveral 


amendments to it, which were the next day report. 


ed and agreed to; and another amendment being 
made by the houſe to the bill, the ſame, with the 
amendments, was ordered to be engroſſed. 

On the firſt day of June Sir Peter King preſented 
to the houſe, A bill for the better maintenance of Cu- 
rates within the Church of England, and for the pre- 

venting the ſale of the next avoidance of eccleſiaſtical 
benefices : Which was received, read the firſt time, 

and ordered a ſecond reading. The ſame day, an 
engroſſed bill to prevent the growth of ſchiſm, and for 

the further ſecurity of the Church of England as by 

Bill againſt /aww eſtabliſhed, was read the third time, and the 
{him 77 queſtion being put, That the bill do paſs, the ſame 
time. occaſioned a warm debate. Mr. Hampden, Mr. 
Debate a- , alpole, General Stanhope, Mr. Lechmere, Sir Peter 
"= King, and Sir Foſeph Fekyl, exerted their abilities 
and eloquence in oppoſing this bill ; repreſenting, 

among other things, that it tended to raiſe as great 

a perſecution againſt our protęſtant brethren, as the 
primitive Chriſtians ever ſuffered from the heathen 
Emperors, particularly Julian the apoſtate. Mr. 
Stanhope ſhewed, in particular, the ill conſequences 

of this law, as it would of courſe occaſion foreign 
education, which, on the one hand, would drain 

the kingdoms of vaſt ſums of money; and, which 

was {till worſe, fill the tender minds of young men 

with prejudices againſt their own country. He il- 
luſtrated and ſtrengthened his reaſoning by the ex- 

ample of Engliſh popiſh ſeminaries abroad, which he 

ſaid were ſo pernicieus to Great-Britain, that inſtead 


of 


mittee of the whole houſe, went through the 500 0 
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of making new laws which will encourage foreign 
education, he could wiſh thoſe already in force 
zgainſt popiſh ſchools were mitigated. The chief 
ficklers for the bill were Mr. Bromley, principal 
Secretary of ſtate, Sir William Wyndbam, Mr. Col- 
ler, and Mr. Hungerford, Mr. Bromley ſaid, among 
other things, That the diſſenters were equally dan- 
gerous both to Church and State; and if tie mem- 
© bers who ſpoke in their behalf would have this 
© bill drop, he would readily conſent to it, provid- 
© ed another bill were brought in, to incapacitate 
them either to ſit in that houſe, or to vote in 
elections of members of Parliament.“ Mr. Wal- 
pole anſwered this ſpeech with a great deal of viva- 
city: After which Mr. Hungerford recapitulated, 
and laboured to anſwer what had been ſaid by the 


Mig members. Mr. Collier backed Mr. Hunger- 


ford; and, in order to expoſe the diſſenters, he de- 
fired leave to read to the houſe, a collection of ab- 
ſurdities and impious expreſſions, which he pretended 
to have culled out of their writings. After the 
reading of part of this, he fell on a paſſage taken 
out of the writings of the late Mr. Hickeringill Mi- 
niſter at Colcheſter, wherein Mr. Collier pretended he 
averred that our BLESSED SAVIOUR was à ſon of a 


. At theſe ſhocking expreſſions, Mr. Brom- 


ly ſtopt him ſhort, ſaying, ſuch impious words 
ought not to be expreſſed in that aſſembly. Some 
other members obſerved, on the other hand, Firſt, 
that the late Mr. Hickeringill was not a diſſenting 
Teacher, but a Miniſter of the Church of England; 
and Secondly, that he was known to be crack-brarned; 
ſo that his extravagancies and blaſphemies proved 
nothing againſt the diſſenters, Mr. Lechmere ſpoke 
againſt the bill with a great deal of vehemence; 
and, among other things, took notice, That the 


| © indulgence granted to proteſtant diſſenters ſince the 
revolution, had been ſo far from hurting the 


Church, 
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matureſt deliberation in an affair of ſo great im- 
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Church, that it had rather enlarged its pale; and their 
< that it was notorious, that ſome perſons who had pref 
been bred among ſchiſmatics, were, or, at leaſt, ¶ cnc! 
< pretended to be, the ſtrongeſt ſupports of the ¶ that 
« eſtabliſhed Church.“ Several other ſpeeches were bow. 
made for and againſt the bill; but whoever got the Ml 7b! 
better in point of reaſoning, it was carried by a ma- 


u jority of 247 voices, againſt 126, Tha? the bill dn * 


paſs ; and orgered, that Sir William Wyndham, Chan- 

cellor of the Exchequer, who brought in the bill, Ml © ſe 
ſhould carry it to the Lords, and deſire their con- te 
A « tl 
Before we proceed, it will not be amiſs to take Ml © 
notice, that the public were divided in their opi- Wl © © 
nions, whether the Lord Treaſurer was for oo MW b 
againſt this bill? They who held the negative, ; 
fuppoſed, that there having been of late ſome miſ. MW * Y 
underſtanding between him and the Lord Boling. Ml © 
broke, the latter, in order to ſtrengthen his party, Ml © © 
was willing to facrifice the diſſenters, whom the = 


Lord Treaſurer ſtill entertained with promiſes of Wl © « 


ſupporting their intereſt. But others, and the far Wl * ! 

reater number, looked upon the apparent * cold- Wl * « 
neſs between thoſe two great men, either as chime- 
rical, or as a political artifice to amuſe and divide their 
Joint-enemies. 

Be that as it will, it was obſerved, that the Lord 
Harley, Thomas Harley, Eſq; lately returned from 
Hanover, and, in ſhort, all the Lord Treaſurer's 
friends, except his own Brother, the Auditor, voted 
for the bill, which the next day was carried to the 
houſe of Lords. 


Their Lordſhips thought fit to proceed with the | 


portance ; and therefore put off the firſt reading of 

the bill till Friday the fourth of June, when the 

Lords in and about Landon were ſummoned to at- 

tend. In the mean time the presbyterians, quakers, | 

and foreign prozeſtants were not idle; for __ f 
5 their 
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their private ſolicitations, they and their friends re- 
preſented, in print, the hardſhips and inconveni- 
encies of ſuch a law: The firſt remarkable paper, 
that was publiſhed about that matter, was the fol- 
lowing letter /o a member of Parliament, relating to 


the bill for preventing the growth of ſchiſm, &c. 
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VO have ſo often declared your diſlike of Letter oa 


mem 


0 all perſecution for conſcience ſake, and the Palmen 
© ſenſe you have of the equity and juſtice of that againft the 


« toleration which we have ſo long enjoyed by law, 
though you ſtand in no need of it yourſelf, that 
ve are encouraged to repreſent to you the deep 
concern we are under, on account of the bill now 
before you. . | | 
What it is that has raiſed the reſentments of 
your honourable houſe againſt us at this juncture, 
wie cannot tell: But if we were not juſtly ſenſible 
« of your diſpleaſure, we ſhould be altogether un- 
* worthy of your favour ; and therefore we flatter 


« ourſelves, that a fair and modeſt repreſentation of . 


* the grievances we are threatned with, will not 
* only be pardoned, but approved. | 
By the account we have of this bill (which 


comes in ſo ſurprizingly, and moves with ſuch. 


expedition) we apprehend it will bring very great 
and undeſerved hardſhips upon us, partly by re- 
« viving ſome clauſes in a former law, and then 
£ laying us under new reſtrictions and penalties. 
* The recital of the act of uniformity in the pre- 
* amble, and particularly of thoſe clauſes in it re- 
© lating to the qualifications of ſuch as teach ſchools, 
© and the enacting part that follows, put it out of 
© all doubt, that we are to expect a very ſevere exe- 
© cution of that law. | | 
© It is not for us to arraign the laws of our coun- 
try; but we hope Gentlemen will conſider, 
That even in that very reign, in which the act 
of uniformity was made, it was more than once 
* recom- 


ſchiſm bill. 
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when proſecutions have been ſet on foot for it, | 
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recommended from the throne, that eaſe and in. g 
< dulgence ſhould be given to diſſenting Proteſtants, ll © ſ 
and that they were generally connived at in the MI * i 
© matter of their ſchools, of which they had many, MW * © 
* and ſome very conſiderable ones, both in city and il © 


© country. . 23 

That we have now, for ſeveral years, enjoyed 
an act of toleration, by which many of the pe. v4 
© nalties in that of uniformity (as well as other acts) 74 


« ſtand ſuſpended, under the qualifications therein {MW * | 
« ſpecified : Which toleration we have been often MI *© 


© aſſured, was then, and ſtill is, deſigned to be 


< made good and effectual; and therefore cannot 
© but include in it all the neceſſary means for ob- 
< taining the ends of it; of which, we take this li- 
© berty of directing the education df our children to 
be a principal one. 

This we rather believe, becauſe, though in that 
act of indulgence the clauſes in the act of unifor- 
< mity be not expreſly repealed, yet we were at that 
time in the free and actual enjoyment of the li- 
© berty of teaching ſchools ; and ſince that time, 


© they have generally been rather diſcountenanced by 
the government, than executed with rigour. 

And we have always thought this tenderneſs 
has proceeded, from a juſt ſenſe of the expediency 
of allowing us that freedom of education, to 
make the toleration more firm and ſecure to us, 
and more ſafe and inoffenſive to the eſtabliſhed 
church: Since without this, in proceſs of time, 
we muſt be left deſtitute of a learned miniſtry, or 
elſe be obliged to ſend our children abroad for 
that literature they are denied at home : Either 
of which caſes muſt be attended with manifeſt 
and very great inconveniencies, not only to our 
* ſelves, but the nation. | 
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« Theſe things we mention with all due ſubmiſ- 
« fion, and hope that upon impartial conſideration 
it will be evident, how unreaſonable it muſt be to 
execute any laws in being, with rigour, meerly 


for our conſcientious care to educate our children 


© in the beſt manner we are able. | 

But that which is much more aMicting to us in 
« the bill now before you, is, that it will lay us 
« under ſtill greater incapacities, and ſubject us to 
« oreater hardſhips for the diſcharge of that duty 
« we owe to God, and our children in their educa- 
tion. NN 

« Hereby Proteſtant Diſſenters are not only debar- 
« red from teaching grammar-ſchools, and aca- 
« demical learning; but this incapacity is now ex- 
« tended to reaQing, writing, and other literature. 
And how far theſe general words (other lite- 
« rature) may be carried in conſtruction, who can 
tell? | 1 

By this means many poor men and women, 
© who make a hard ſhift to ſupport themſelves and 
families by teaching to read, will be reduced to 
extreme want, and brought as a charge upon the 
© places where they live, and ſome of theſe are 
« French Proteſtants, Miniſters, and others that have 
« forſaken all for conſcience ſake. | 

As for thoſe who teach writing and arithmetic, 
© the caſe appears ſtill harder; for this is really a 
© trade, to which, in many places, and particular- 
ly in the city of London, youth are put appren- 
* tices, and ſerve ſeven years, and then have their 
freedom, as thoſe that have ſerved to any other 
calling. This therefore takes away our civil as 
« well as religious privileges. 

And if it ſhould farther reſtrain maſters of ſhips 
from teaching their apprentices the art of naviga- 
tion, how prejudicial would this be to our trade 
and nation. 


| 
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- 36; It appears alſo to us, that this bill will extend 
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even to the charity ſchools, which have been ſet 
up by Diſſenters, into which they have taken the 
children of poor people, without any diſtinction, 
and taught them at very conſiderable charges to 
read and write, and have cloathed ſome of them, 
and make it a rule never to put any thing upon 
the children, which the conſciences of the parents 
do not allow of. Several ſuch ſchools are ſet up 
both in London and the country, principally main- 
tained by the Difſenters : Many of whom, not- 
withſtanding this, do ſtill contribute very libe. 


rally to thoſe other charity-ſchools, that are regu- 
lated according to the uſage of the church of 


England. | | | 
We think it very ſevere, tht every ſchool. 
maſter or miſtreſs is not only obliged to receive 
the ſacrament, according to the uſage of the 
church of England, but reſtrained ever after from 
worſhipping God among the Diſſenters : In which 


we obſerve, they are not allowed the benefit of 


meeting within the limited number of four, as by 
the alt againſt conventicles, which is now enlarged 
to nine by the a? againſt occaſional conformity, 
which is a hardſhip that was never yet put up- 
on us. | 8 

And yet this bill proceeds further; and even 
after theſe ſchool-maſters and miſtreſſes have 
thoroughly conformed to the Church, as by law 
eſtabliſhed, and totally left our way of worſhip, 


they are forbidden to teach the Aſſembly's Catechiſm, 


or any other than that ſet forth in the liturgy of 


the Church of England, or an expoſition thereof 


already allowed, or hereafter to be allowed by 
the Biſhop of the dioceſe, Sc. This clauſe will 
not only lay a reſtraint upon thoſe ſchool-maſters, 
Sc. that do conform, many of whom have taught 
other catechiſms; but now our children muſt not 


« be 
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be catechiſed at all in ſchools, ſince they not hav- 


ing Godfathers and Godmothers, are uncapable 


of anſwering with truth to ſeveral abet put 
* in the church catechiſm. 
« This reſtraint appears the more unreaſonable, 
* becauſe the aſſembly's ſhorter catechiſm, which is 
* generally taught by diſſenters, contains nothing in 
it but what is perfectly agreeable to the doctrinal 
* articles and homilies of the church of England, 


not meddling with church government and di- 


« ſcipline. _ 

« Beſides all this, we ſhall find ourſelves greatly 
: aggrieved at the way and manner in which this 
© law is to be executed, which, according to the 


bill, is to be by a ſummary proceſs without any 
jury, or benefit of Certiorari; by which we ſhall 


© be ſubjected to the will and pleaſure of a few 
Juſtices of the peace, who will hereby be em- 
powered to conclude us guilty without appeal. 
And (which wounds us to the very heart) all 
this is to come upon us for no other crime than 
our conſcientious difſent from the church, as by 
law eſtabliſhed, and our care to bring up our 
children in the beſt way and manner we can, for 
their preſent and everlaſting welfare. 
We are ſenſible of the benefit of a religious 
* education, and would gladly have our children to 
© enjoy that advantage. We ourſelves muſt be 
© at the expence of their inſtruction, none can love 


© them better than we do; none are ſo immediate- 


ly and directly charged by the great God with 


their education as we are; none can be more ſol- 
© licitous to find out for them ſuch inſtructors as 
© ſhall ſet them a good example, and have a watch- 
ful eye over them, that their tender minds may 

not be early defiled with vanity and vice. 


We defire not to have them trained up in pre- 
* judices to any body of protetants in the nation, 


nor perplexed with matters of doubtful diſpyta- 
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tion; we defire they may be left as free and un. 


byaſſed as can be in any ſuch things, till they are 
capable of forming a judgment for themſelves , 
and who can blame us, if we would not haye 
them, in their childhood, taught to deſpiſe and 
reproach what their parents eſteem nothing but 
but plain ſcriptura] chriſtianity ? We would not 
have prejudices infuſed into them ſo early againſt 
our own profeſſion and practice, which muſt ne. 
ceſſarily deſtroy that reverence they ought to have 
for us, very much diſturb the order and peace of 
our families, and leſſen the pleaſure and comfort 
we promiſe ourſelves in them. 

And we hope we ſhall be pardoned, if we 
canyot conceal the apprehenſions we have, that 
ſhould this bill paſs into a law, it might open the 
way to ſtill greater ſeveritiess We would, as 
much as poſſible, avgyd any offenſive inſinuations, 


and yet cannot but obſerye that among the arts 


that Julian uſed to extirpate chriſtianity, one was 
to lay a reſtraint upon their ſchools. Though he 


did not proceed ſo far as to ſuppreſs them whol- 


ly, thoſe ſchools were prohibited in which rhe- 
toric and philoſophy were taught, that the pro- 
feſſors of chriſtianity might he rendered uncapable 
of defending it. | | 

< The extirpation of the reformed religion in 


France, was introduced by the prohibition ot 


their ſchools ; firſt of thoſe in which the liberal 
arts and ſciences were taught, in the year 1670, 
while the reformed had ſtill liberty to teach read- 


ing, writing, and accounts; but the very next 


year they were limited to one ſchool in a town, 


and that only in thoſe places where the public 
exerciſe of their religion was permitted, which 


was then confined to a narrow compaſs, and 
ſoon after wholly taken away. Sie 


„ ( We ̃ d — QQ Wu AT /f!!! ES 8 


A. 1714. DEBATES. "== 


4: We are far from thoughts of comparing the 
church of England to paganiſm or popery ; but 
"Wl + fince we know our diſſent is conſcientious, by 
th « how much leſs the things are ſuppoſed to be, in 


which we differ from you, ſo much the more 
p « reaſon we have to expect favour and indulgence at 


as « your hands. | | | 
Rn We lay a very great ſtreſs upon the repeated 
. e aſſurances we have had from the throne, that our ; 
« { liberty ſhall be preſerved inviolable ; and on the ; 
. declaration made to the ſame effect in ſome acts 1 1 
on of Parliament, particularly that agazn/# occaſional | 1 
conformity. And yet, when we ſee ſuch infring- x 
we ments and reſtrictions one after another, put up- L 
nat on our liberty, we cannot be without very afflict- 4 
+. WM ing apprehenſions what the conſequence of theſe 1 
a things may be; eſpecially ſince it is ſtill ſuggeſt | 
= * ed, that the church of England wants further ſe- 1 
tz © curities. How far the jealouſies ſome have con- 
as © ceived againſt us may be carried, we cannot 
bo tell; or whether ever they will be removed, while F 
ol. ve have any liberty, or even place, left us in our L 
Ne. native country. a | | 4 
= We are not conſcious to ourſelves, that we | 
ble MW have wilfully abuſed the indulgence we have lo. : 
long enjoyed: It havinggbeen our care to avoid i 
in the juſt diſpleaſure of our ſuperiors. And while | b 
of we {ee the favours that have been diſpenſed to 1 
ral MI © thoſe in Norb-Britain, who diſſent from the eſta- ; 
o. bliſhed church there, and obſerve her Na I : 
d. © commendable and pious zeal to recover and ſe- f 
ext cure to our proteftant brethren beyond fea, the l 
mm, tree enjoyment of their civil and religious rights, 4 
lic we hope, we ſhall not be the only body of pro- | 
5 c teſtants in this part of the world, and even. __ : 
nd MY © this ſerene and pacific government, that ſhall be j 
forced to labour under increaſing and undeſerv- N 
6 6 


ed burthens, | x £4 f 
Ne | | a 12 We 1 
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* We have taken this freedom, Sir, to expreß 
our thoughts to you, not only as you are one of 
our repreſentatives, but becauſe many of us are 
known to you, and have been favoured with your 
friendly converſation. And we leave it with you 
as our humble requeſt, that if any thing we have 
here ſuggeſted ſhall appear to you reaſonable and 
proper, you would offer it to the houſe in that 
advantageous manner, which is uſual with you, 
In the mean time we ſhall not ceaſe to commit 
ourſelves, our poſterity, and all our cauſe, to 
that great and good GOD, who is wonderful in 


counſel, and excell?nt in working.” 


At the ſame time, the presbyterians, or proteſtant 


diſſenters, laid before the Peers the following reſo; 
againſt the bill : 


Reaſons of © 
the Pr eſby- Py 
terians a- 

gainſt the © 
bill. 


c 
» 
* 
0 
o 
o 
5 
* 
2 
0 
0 
< 
* 
0 
c 
« 
c 


I. 1 T will in a great meaſure fruſtrate the att 


of toleration. 2. The act of toleration al- 
lowing preachers to congregations of diſſenting pro- 
teſtants, muſt imply an allowance for preparatory 
learning, agreeable to their own perſuaſion, 
3. It will be practiſing the contrary at home, to 


what her Majeſty with ſo much zeal hath been 


endeavouring for tl perſecuted proteſtants abroad, 
4. It will immediately ruin ſome thouſands of f- 
milies; and as it may be extended in the execu- 
tion, it 1s hard to know how far it may prove a 
detriment to many trades and employments, 
5. It will deprive parents of the liberty of edu- 
cating their children according to their own {en- 
timents and conſcience, which is a right founded 
in nature, and fo far claim'd by every man, that 
there are none but muſt think it one of the great. 
eſt hardſhips to be deprived of it. 6. Such a 
method taken by proteſtants with their brethren 
of the fame religion, will lead the way to, and 


be a ſtronger plea for, papiſts in the like practice] 


upon 
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upon proteſtants, wherever they have power. 
age 11 Ku be of dreadful conſequence to 550 it 

jeft in the power of a ſingle Juſtice of the peace, 

your to interpret this law, and to have no farther way 

« of relief, than by appeal to the quarter- ſeſſions, 

have and at the ſame to be liable for the ſame offence 

and © to a vexatious proſecution in the eccleſiaſtical 

that © courts. 8. It has a tendency farther to divide 

you, and alienate proteſtants one from another, which | 

ami MI vill be a means to weaken the prozeftant intereſt, 

o and ſtrengthen the common enemy. 9. It does 

iy not appear how this bill is conſiſtent with what has 
been declared to be the doctrine of the Church of 
England. | | 


12 The people called Quakers, did alſo follow the 
bill to the houſe of Peers, with the following rea- 
ſons againſt it. | | 


1 FF\HE Church of England, has frequently The 2ua- 
declared, by ſeveral of her members, in a mn | 

clerical as well as civil capacity, by thoſe who 

framed or eſpouſed one or more of the bills 

againſt occaſional conformity, that ſhe is in principle 

againſt perſecution, and for preſerving the toleration. 

2. The promoters of this bill may pleaſe to re- 

member, that the Queen hath declared from the 

throne, that ſhe will maintain the toleration invio- 

lable, 3. The protefrant ſubjects of this kingdom, 

who are parents of children, are ſuppoſed to have 

preſerved to them, by the fundamental laws of 

this kingdom, the natural right of the care and | 3 

direction of the education of their own children; J 

which natural right this bill ſeems calculated 

to take away and deſtroy. 4. If the governments, 

which are now heathen or mahometan, ſhould fall into 

the ſame policy, the ſociety which the Queen hath 4 

incorporated for the propagation of the goſpel in 

foreign parts, can have very little, if any good 

, 3 N effect 
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effect or ſucceſs. 5. May it not ſeem an objec. 
tion and contradiction to the many princely and 
chriſtian ſollicitations, which the Queen' by her 
Minſters hath made at foreign courts, on the 
behalf of the proteſtants, againſt the violent in- 
truſions of papiſts, into their rights and juſt pri- 
vileges? 6. It may be a means to oblige the carry. 
ing out of large ſums of money for foreign edu- 


cation. 7. It may probably do much hurt to the 


charitable foundations. 8. It ſeems not to be 
agreeable to that great law of Chriſt, Matt. VII. 
12. Therefore all things whatſoever ye would that 
men ſhould do to you, do ye even ſo to them : For this 
ic the law and the prophets, = 


At the ſame time the Dutch and the French pro. 
teſtant Churches in England, ſince King Edward 


the VIth, laid their caſe before the Lords, as 
follows : 


HAT they were firſt allowed and eſta- 
bliſhed in the reign of King Edward the 
ſixth, and afterwards in the reign of Queen Ei- 
zabeth, and have now continued in this nation for 
above one hundred and fixty years. That thoſe 
Churches were and are compoſed of ſuch perſons, 
who themſelves and their anceſtors, fled out of 
the Netherlands, France, or other parts beyond the 
ſea, from popiſh perſecution. That they have 
introduced into this realm, ſeveral very great 
and profitable manufactures. That they have al- 
ways continued very dutiful and loyal to the crown 
and government, That in the act of Uniformity, | 
madg in the 13th and 14th years of King Charles 
the ſecond, there is proviſion made, and a clauſe 
inſerted in favour of the ſaid Churches. That to 
make the foreign Churches liable to penalties, as 
if they were /chi/matics, would be contrary to the 
principles of the Church of England, who "_ - 
NE | - clare 
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clared, that ſhe doth condemn no other nation, 
as appears at the head of common- prayer books. 
And the ſame would furniſh papiſts with a ſtrong 
argument for perſecution abroad, and contradiCt 
her Majeſty's character, of being the head of the 
proteſtant intereſt in Europe: And how contra- 
dictory would it look, if that was condemned at 
home, for which her Majeſty was pleaſed to in- 
terpoſe her royal authority at this very time, in re- 
lation to proteſtants in Germany. That by the bill 
depending (for preventing the growth of ſchiſm, 
and for the further ſecurity of the Church of Eng- 
land, 8c.) thoſe that ſhall be preſent at the public 
worſhip of the ſaid Dutch and French Churches, 
may be liable to the incapacities in the ſaid bill 
mentioned, unleſs a clauſe be inſerted for their 
exemption, Wherefore it is humbly hoped, that a 
proviſo or clauſe may by added, for that purpoſe, 
they performing their exerciſe in the Dutch and 
French languages. 


On Friday the fourth of June, the Lords in a full Tie h gg 
houſe, read the id in queſtion, the firſt time, and time by the 


the Lord Bolingbroke ſaid, © It was a bill of the laſt 538%. 2. 
importance, ſince it concerned the ſecurity of the bout ir. 
Church of England, which is the beſt and firmeſt 
ſupport of the monarchy, both which, all good 
men, and, in particular that auguſt aſſembly, who 

« derive their luſtre from, and are neareſt, the 

* throne, ought to have moſt at heart: And there- 


fore his Lordſhip moved, that it ſhould be ma- 


« turely conſidered, and, in order thereto, that it 
might be read a ſecond time. Hereupon the Lord 
Cowper ſaid, * No man was more ready than him- The Lord 
* ſelf to do every thing that ſhould be neceſſary to get a- 
* attain the ſeeming intention of this bill, viz. The "IN the 
preventing the growth of ſchiſm, and the further ſe- 


* curing of the Church of 9 9 55 But, that the 


© enacting part, would be ſo far from anſwering the 


1 N « title 
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< title of it, that, in his opinion, it would have a 

« quite contrary effect, and prove equally pernicious 

to church and ſtate. His Lordſhip enlarged on 

thoſe two heads, in a diſcourſe of near half an hour; 

and among other things repreſented, © That inſtead 

of preventing ſchiſin, and enlarging the pale of the 
Church, this % tended to introduce ignorance, and 
its inſeparable attendants, ſuperſtition and 7rreligion, 
To this purpoſe his Lordſhip took notice, that in 
many country towns, reading, writing, and gram- 
mar-ſchools, were chiefly ſupported by the diſſenters, 
not only for the inſtruction and benefit of their 
own children, but likewiſe of thoſe of the poor 
church- men; ſo that the ſuppreſſing of thoſe 
ſchools, would, in ſome places, ſuppreſs the read- 
ing of the holy ſcriptures. On the other hand 
his Lordſhip obſerved, That this bill ſtruck at 

the ancient rights and prerogative of the houſe of 

Peers, which, by the conſtitution, is the ſupreme 

court of judicature, and the dernier reſort in all 

* cauſes, whereas by this bill, the Juſtices of the 

peace were empowered finally to hear and determine 

the offences againſt the ſame : My Lords, added be, 

« I would rather enlarge than abridge the power of 
Fuſtices of the peace, were it but to encourage 
Gentlemen to take upon them an office ſo trou- 

« bleſome, and, at the fame time, ſo unprofitable, 

* unleſs it be perhaps, in the county of Middleſex : 
But, my Lords, I ſhall never conſent to give up 

- © the birth-rights, and ancient privileges of this 

* auguſt aſſembly, of which I have the honour to 

be a member.? | 

Tho Tp! of The Earl of Wharton ſpoke afterwards, with a 
foeech z. great deal of eloquence, and the ſubſtance of his 
— diſcourſe was, That he was agreeably ſurprized 
do ſee, that ſome perſons were on. a ſudden be- 
come ſo religions as to ſet up for patrons of the 
Church: But that he could not but wonder, that 
© the perſons who had been educated in difſenting 

| | © aca- 
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« academies, which he could point at, and whoſe 
« tutors he could name, ſhould appear the moſt for- 
« ward in ſuppreſſing them. That this would be 
but an indifferent return for the benefits the vere] 
© had received from thoſe ſchools, which had bred 
« thoſe great men, who had made ſo glorious a peace, 
and zreaties that execute themſelves ; who had ob- 
* tained ſo great advantages for our commerce; and 
* who had paid the public debts, without further 
© charge to the nation: So that he could ſee no rea- 
© ſon there was to ſuppreſs thoſe academzes, unleſs 
* it were an apprehenſion, that they might ſtill pro- 
* duce greater genius's, that ſhould drown the me- 
* rits and abilities of thoſe great men. My Lords, 


continued he, to be ſerious, it is no leſs melan- 


* choly than ſurprizing, that at a time, when the 
court of France proſecutes the deſign they have 
long ſince laid, to extirpate our holy religion; 
* when not only ſeeret practices are uſed, to impoſe 
© a popiſh pretender on theſe realms, but men are 
publickly inliſted for his ſervice : It is melancholy 
and ſurprizing, I ſay, that at this very time, a bill 
* ſaould be brought in, which cannot but tend to 
divide proteſtants, and conſequently to weaken 
their intereſts, and haſten their ruin: But then the 
wonder will ceaſe, if we conſider what mad-men 
were the contrivers and promoters of this bill.” 
My Lord Wharton, excepted alſo againſt the word 
/chiſm, with which the frontiſpiece of this bill was 
ſet off; and faid, It was ſomewhat ſtrange, they 


* ſhould call /chi/m in England, what is the eftablifo- 


* ed religion in Scotland; and therefore, if the Lords, 
* who: repreſented the nobility of that part of Great- 
Britain, were for this bill, he hoped, that in order 
* to be even with us, and conſiſtent with them- 
* ſelves, they would move for the bringing 1 in ano- 
* ther vill to prevent the growth of ſchiſm in their 
country. He ſaid alſo on another occaſion, for 
his Lordſhip ſpoke more than once, That both 1 * 
© this 
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this bill, and in the ſpeeches of thoſe who de. 
clared for it, ſeveral laws were recited and al. 
ledged: But that there was a law that had not 
yet been mentioned: I expected. added he, that 
< venerable bench, turning to the Biſhops, would 
have put us in mind of it; but ſince they are 


R «aA © 


_ © pleaſed to be filent in this debate, I will myſelf 


Lord Ang le- 


ſey's ſpeech 
tor the bill. 


Lord Halli- 
fax"s ſpeech 
againft the 

bill, 


< rell them, that it is the law of THE Gosezr., 7 
do unto others, as we would be done unto.” 

The Earls of Ab:ngdon and Angleſey ſpoke after. 
wards for the bill, and the latter ſaid, among other 
things, That the diſſenters were equally dangerous 
both to church and ſtate; that they were irrecon- 
© cileable enemies to the eſtabliſhed church; which 
© they had ſufficiently manifeſted in the late King 
© Fames the ſecond's reign, when, in order to obtain 
a toleration, they joined themſelves with the pa. 
< pits; and that they had rendered themſelves un- 
* worthy of the indulgence the church of England 
granted them at rhe revolution, by endeavouring 
to engroſs the education of youth; for which pur- 
poſe they had ſet up ſchools and academies in moſt 
cities and towns of the kingdom, to the great 
* detriment of the univerſities, and danger of che 
« eſtabliſhed church,? | | 

The Lord Hallifax ſpoke on the other ſide, and, 
among other things, ſaid, That the very bringing 
in of this bill was injurious to the Qeen; and he 
could not believe her Majeſty would ever give her 
royal aſſent to ſuch a law, after the ſolemn de- 
cClaration ſhe had made from the throne, that 
* ſhe would inviolably maintain the toleration, which 
this bill viſibly ſtruck at. He added, that her 
* Majeſty made it the glory of her reign, to follow 
the ſteps of Ques Elizabeth, who had not only 
« entertained and protected the reformed Walloons, 
* who took ſanctuary in her dominions, from the 
* Spaniſh inquiſition, . but had likewiſe allowed them 
the public exerciſe of their religion, and oe a 
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« clauſe in their favour to be inſerted in the act of 
« uniformity. That thereby that wiſe and glorious 
Queen had vaſtly increaſed the wealth of her 
« realms, the Walloons having ſettled here the wool- 
len manufactures, which are the beſt branch of the 
national trade. That the protection and encou- 
« ragement, the late King William and Queen Mary, 

« and her preſent Majeſty, had given to the French 
« refugees, had proved no leſs advantageous to Great - 
Britain. And therefore it would be a piece of 
« barbarity to make an act, which - ſhould debar 
many French proteſtants of means of ſubſiſting, ei- 
ther by keeping public ſchools, or teaching in 
private families; eſpecially conſidering their late 
© hard uſage, the government not having, for above 
three years paſt, paid them any part of the fif- 
teen thouſand pounds per annum, allowed by Par- 
© liament in the civil liſt, towards the maintenance 
©. of their Miniſters, and poor.” His Lordſhip 
concluded with taking notice © of the fatal con- 
* ſequences of perſecuting the diſſenters in King 
| + Charles the firſt's reign, which kindled a furious 
* and unnatural civil war; and ended in the total 
* overthrow of church and ftate, and in the King's 
* parricace,? - 

The Lord Viſcount Townſhend ſpoke on the ſame The Lord 
fide, and, among other arguments, repreſented the Fees” yoke 
ill effects of perſecution in general: He ſaid to aint the 
© that purpoſe, That he had lived a long time in 
Holland; and had obſerved, that the wealth and 
* ſtrength of that great and powerful common- 

* wealth, lies in the number of its inhabitants: But 
* that he was perſuaded, that if the S7azes ſhould- 
* cauſe the ſchools of any one ſect tolerated in the 
* united provinces, to be ſhut up, they would be 

* ſoon as thin of people, as Sweden or Spain, where- 
as they now ſwarm with inhabitants,” 


eh 
1 
2558 
1 
"* 
1 
„ 
"#3598 
13 
442 
S 
0% 
4 J 
nl 
(454668 
Tek 
wa 
1 
1 
4H 
7 * * 
441 
= 14 1 
1 1 
„ $08 
3 
4 
RK 
4 
"ig 
+ ' 
8 
Dor”. 
2 
1 
e 
1 
+4868 
UN 15 
a J 
3 + 
2 
s 47 
1 
11 
ion 
» 
4 44 
1 
5 
on 835 
bs 
7 "RAS 
* 44 
7 
N 
"A 
* 
r 
py! 
3 
« [772 
— {HR 
5. 
1 
XV 
. 
72 
* V5 
. 5 
-* 0 
* 2 
** 
* 
2 
Vs 
ay WW 
4 
205 > - 
Was 
+ 8 
£48 
Feb 
1 * 
v4 
{F989 
5 % 
4 3 
ES. 
bo SV) 
Wh 
* 
_ 
„ 
$64 
2 1.3088 
2 7 
KY 
37 
es 
1 Fe 
1h 
* . 
1 
IA 
©2210 
"362 
1 
4 
9 
N. 
#4 
N11 
Hos: 
45 
Wo 
1 
TS 
1 
* 
. 
is 
300 
* 
* 1% 
1 
* _ 
1 
1 
* 
{1 1 
1 
Y 4 * 
1% (3008 
12 
x 8 
n 
I 
N 


2 
big 
LW 
"3 

- 1 
£8 
. 
VS 
& 15 
* © Job 
N 
Nai 
1 
. 1 
* 0 
. 
1 
5» 2 
i 
* 1 
n 4 
- + (_ 
: 
*: 1b 
BY 
by 
We 
bt 
© Wi 
: q 
'$ 2 
1 if 
| 
i7 4 3 
8 
3 
1 8 
" By 
"oy 
F 88 
"28 
2m 
1 12264] 
1 688 
oe | 
* +36 
1 . 
1 
* 5 
. 
. 95 
ii! ut "A 
3 
. 
1 
1 
1 
+3 PH 1 
e 
9 "ia 
4 * 
Be | 
1 
; bY + 
"-B 


F 


The 


220 


PARLIAMENTARY A. 1714. 
The Lord North and Grey, who ſpoke for the 


bill, maintained the general aſſertion of his party, 


viz. That the church was in danger from the 


The Earl of growth of ſchiſmatics, The Earl of Nottinghay 


Notting- 
ham's 


ſpeech, 


The Lord 
Treaſurer's 


ſpeech, 


* 


ſaid thereupon, He owned he had formerly been 
of opinion, that the occaſional conformity of dif. 
« ſenters, was dangerous to the eſtabliſhed church; 
and therefore he ever promoted the Bill to prevent 
it: But that the church having now that ſecurity, 
he believed her ſafe and out of danger; and there. 
fore he thought himſelf, in conſcience, obliged 
to oppoſe ſo barbarous a law as this, which tend- 
ed to deprive parents of their natural right of edu- 
cating their own children. He added, he had ob- 
ſerved, both from hiſtory, and his own expe- 
rience, that all the perſecutions that had been 
raiſed in England againſt ſchiſmatics, originally 
< proceeded from, and tended to favour popery.” 
His Lordſhip likewiſe excepted againſt that part of 
the bill which enacts, That any perſon who ſhould 
keep any public or private ſchool, or inſtruct any youth 
as tutor, ſhould have a licence of the reſpective Arch- 
biſhop or Biſhop of the place, &c. My Lords, ſaid 
© be, I have many children; and I know not whe- 
* ther Gop ALMIGHTY will vouchſate to let me 
live, to give them the education I could wiſh they 
© had: Therefore, my Lords, I own I tremble 
< when I think, that a certain Divine, who is hard- 
ly ſuſpected of being a Chriſtian, is in a fair way 
of being a Biſhop, and may one day give licences 
to thoſe, who ſhall be entruſted with the inſtruc- 
tion of youth.“ 
Some other Lords made ſpeeches for and againſt 
the bill: But the Lord High Treaſurer, contented 
himſelf with ſaying, That he had not yet conſi- 
« dered of it: But when he had, he would vote ac- 
« cording as it ſhould appear to him, to be either 
for the good or detriment of his country: And 
therefore he was for reading the bill a ſecond 
| „time.“ 
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time:“ Which was agreed to, without dividing, 
and put off to the Monday following. | 

After this, the Diſſenters preſented a petition, Petition of 
praying, that they might be heard by their counſel 1% 9 
againſt the bill; but the ſame was rejected by a heard by 
majority of 72 votes againſt 66 : It was obſerved, ged. 
that on this occaſion, the Earl of Paulet, the Lord 
Foley, the Lord Manſel, and ſome other friends of | 
the Lord Treaſurer, voted with the J/hig Lords, 


for the allowing the ſaid petition ; and that the 


Lord Treaſurer himſelf went out of the houſe, that 


he might not be obliged to declare on either fide, 
which ſtrengthened their opinion, who thought this 


bill to be levelled againſt his Lordſhip. 


On Monday the 7th of June, the Lords read the The till read 
faid bill a ſecond time; and referred it to a Com- and n. 


and commit- 


. mittee of the whole houſe, the Wedneſday following; ted. 


after which their Lordſhips took into conſideration, 
the cafe of the Dutch and French Proteſtant Churches A chauſe in 


7 . » i 5 f. f th 
abovementioned, (which had been preſented the pn otene 


Saturday before) and after a ſmall debate, it was French 


carried, without dividing, that a clauſe ſhould be —_— or- 


On the gth of June, their Lordſhips in a Com- The Lords 


. mittee of the whole houſe, of which his Grace the Committee 


Lord Archbiſhop of York was choſen Chairman, —— — 


took the ſaid bill into conſideration, and examined Seeta. 


mendments 


the ſame paragraph by paragraph, from one in the to the bil 


afternoon, till eight in the evening. The Lord 
Biſhop of London, who was one of the firſt that 
ſpoke in this day's debate, ſaid, That the Di/- 
« ſenters had made this bill neceſſary, by their en- 


© deavours to propagate their /chi/m, and to draw 


the children of Church-men to their ſchools and 


' © academies.” To which the Lord Hallifax anſwer - 
| ed, © That what they did, was with the knowledge 
and conſent of the parents, who, in many places, 


had not ſufficient means to educate their o- 
children; and his Lordſhip took from thence oc- 
* caſion 
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© caſion to move, That ſince this bill was occaſion- 
ed, as was ſuggeſted, by the Diſſenters ende. 
vouring to engroſs the education of the youth of 
* both perſuaſions, they might be allowed ſchools 


to inſtruct their own children ?' Which motion 


being formed into a queſtion, was debated for near 
three hours. The Lords Cowper and Hallifax, the 
Earl of Sunderland, and ſome other Peers, made 


ſeveral ſpeeches for the affirmative. But the Lord 


Viſcount Bolingbrote, the Earl of Angleſey, the Duke 
of Bucks, the Earl of Abingdon, and the Lord Chan. 
cellor, inſiſted on the negative, which was, at laſt, 


carried, by 62 votes againſt 48. After this, it was 


moved, that the Diſſenters, might, at leaſt, be ſuf. 


fered to have ſchool miſtreſſes, to teach their children 


to read, which, after a debate of about half an hour, 


vas carried without dividing. As was alſo a clauſe, 
Tbat this alt ſhould not extend to any perſon who ſhoull 


inſtruct youth in reading, writing, arithmetic, or any 


part of mathematical learning only, ſo far as ſuch ma- 


thematical learning relates io navigation, or any me. 


chanical art only, Then their Lordſhips examined 


that part of the bill, whereby the conviction of 
offenders againſt this act was left to the Fuſtices if 
the peace; and after a warm diſpute, it was carried 
by a majority of 59 votes againſt 54, that the con. 
viction ſhould be in the ordinary courſe of juſtice, 
VIZ. upon an information, preſentment, or indiftment 
in any of her Majeſty's conrts of record at Weſt— 
miſter, or at the aſſizes, or before Fuſtices of Oyer 
and Terminer. The court-party finding by this laſt 
diviſion, that they loſt conſiderable ground, and 
being apprehenſive, that other amendments, which 
would render the bill altogether uſeleſs, might be 
carried, moved, that the chairman ſhould leave the 
chair, in order to adjourn ; but though the con- 
trary party, at firſt, oppoſed it; yet, after ſome 
— upon the penalties to be inflicted on the 

offenders, 


— 
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offenders, both parties being equally tired, the houſe 
adjourned to the next day. PT DN 
Accordingly, on Thurſday the 1oth of Fune, the 
Lords in a committee of the whole houſe, ' reſumed 
the debate about the penalties; and fixed the ſame 
to three months impriſonment ; after which it was 
moved, and agreed, That perſons aggrieved, might 
appeal from eccleftaſtical cenſures, as in caſes of ordina- 
ry juriſdittion. A clauſe was afterwards propoſed, 
and carried, to exempt from the penalties of this 
act, any tutor who ſhall be employed by any Nobleman, 
or Noblewoman, to teach in their families, provided ſuch 
tutor do, in every reſpect qualify himſelf according to 
this alt, except only in that of taking a licence from the 
Biſhop. There was no diviſion upon theſe queſtions, 
but the debate laſted till fix in the evening. 
The next day, their Lordſhips, ſtill in a grand ORR er 
committee, conſidered further of the 351] o prevent to hreland. 
the growth of ſchiſm, & c. And the Earl of Angleſey 
moved, that a clauſe might be inſerted in it, to ex- 
tend this act to Ireland > Which, after ſome debate 
was carried in the affirmative, by the majority of 
one voice only; after which it was ordered that the 
amendments made to the bill, ſhould be reported 
to the houſe the Monday following. Accordingly, 
on the 14th of June, the Archbiſhop of York, 
made the ſaid report; and ſeveral ſevere ſpeeches 
were made againſt the clauſe, to extend this bil! 
to Ireland; particularly by the Duke of Shrew/- Oppoſed by 
bury, Lord Lieutenant of that kingdom, who being — moot 
Wſtfreturned from thence, took, that critical day, 
his ſeat in the houſe : But the queſtion being put, 
it was carried by 57 votes againſt 51, that the ſaid 
clauſe ſhould ſtand, and ordered that the bill, with 
the other amendments, which were approved, ſhould 
be engroſſed. The next day, the ſaid engroſſed The bee 
bill was read the third time, and after a ſmall de- Lad. 
bate, it was carried by 77 votes againſt 72, that the 
bill do paſs. This done, the Lords ſent a meſſage 
| to 
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to the Commons, that they had agreed to the faid 
bill with amendments, to which they deſired the con. 
currence of that houſe. The ſaid bill was as fol. 
| lows; the amendments being printed in /talic. 


An att to prevent the growth of Schiſm, and 
for the further ſecurity of the Churches | 
England and Ireland, as by law eftabliſhed, 


d HEREAS by an act of Parliament made 
in the thirteenth and fourteenth years of 


his late Majeſty King Charles the ſecond, intituled, 
An at for the uniformity of public prayers, and ad. 


miniſtration of . Sacraments, and other rites and ci. 


riemonies; and for eſtabliſhing the form of makin, 


_ tained from his reſpective Archbiſhop, Biſhop, « 
Ordinary of the dioceſe, | according to the laws 


pay twelve pence only, and before ſuch ſubſcrip 


-ordaining, and conſecrating Biſhops, Prieſts, aul 


Deacons in the Church of England, it is, among 


other things, enacted, That every School-maſter, 
keeping any public or private ſchool, and every 
perſon inſtructing or teaching any youth, in any 


houſe or private family, as a Tutor or School. 


maſter, ſhould ſubſcribe before his or their te. 
ſpective Archbiſhop, Biſhop, or Ordinary of the 


dioceſe, a declaration or acknowledgement, un 


which, amongſt other things, was contained a 


follows, viz. I A. B. do declare, that I will con. 
form to the liturgy of the Church of England as it i 


now by law eſtabliſhed; and if any School-maſter 


or other perſon inſtructing or teaching youthgin 
any private houſe or family, as a Tutor ot 
School-maſter, ſhould inſtruct or teach any youti 
as a Tutor or School-maſter, before licence ob- 


and ſtatutes of this realm, for which he ſhoull 


tion 
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tion and acknowledgment made, as aforeſaid, 
then every ſuch School-maſter and other, in- 
ſtructing and teaching, as aforeſaid, ſhould, for 
the firſt offence, ſuffer three months impriſon- 
ment, without bail or mainprize, and alſo for- 
feit to his Majeſty the ſum of five pounds. And 
whereas notwithſtanding the ſaid act, ſundry Pa- 
zifs and other perſons diſſenting from the church 


of England, have taken upon them to inſtruct 


and teach youth, as Tutors or School-maſters, 


and have for ſuch purpoſe, openly ſet up ſchools 


and ſeminaries, whereby, if due and ſpeedy re- 
medy be not had, great danger might enſue to 
this church and ſtate: For the making the ſaid 


recited act more effectual, and preventing the 


danger aforeſaid, Be it enacted by the Queen's 
moſt excellent Majeſty, by and with the advice 


and conſent of the Lords ſpiritual and temporal, 


and Commons, in this preſent Parliament aſſem- 
bled, and by the authority of the ſame, that eve- 


ry perſon or perſons who ſhall, from and after 


the firſt day of Auguſt next enſuing, keep any 


public or private ſchool or ſeminary, or teach 
or inftru&t any youth as Tutor or School-maſter, 


within that part of Great- Britain called England, 
the dominion of Wales, or town of Berwick on 


Tweed, before ſuch perſon or perſons ſhall. have 
ſubſcribed ſo much of the ſaid declaration and ac- 
knowledgment, as is before recited, and ſhall have 
had and obtained a licence from the reſpective 


Archbiſhop, 'Biſhop, or Ordinary of the place, 


under his ſeal of office (for which the party ſhall 


pay one ſhilling and no more, over and above the 
duties payable to her Majeſty for the ſame) and 
ſhall be thereof lawfully convicted, upon an in- 


formation, preſentment, or indifiment, in any of her 


Majeſty's courts of record at Weſtminſter, or at tbe 


Mes, or before Fuſtices of oyer and terminer, ſhall. 
Vor. VI. ä and 
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and may be committed to the common goal of ſuch 
county, riding, City, or town-corporate, as afore. 
faid, there to remain without bail or main-prize, 
for the ſpace of three months, to commence from 
the time, that ſuch perſon or perſons, ſhall be re. 


_ ceived into the ſaid goal. 


Provided always, and be it hereby enacted, that 
no licence ſhall be granted by any Archbiſhop, Bi- 
ſhip, or Ordinary, unleſs the perſon or perſons 


who ſhall ſue for the ſame, ſhall produce a certi. 


ficate, of his or their having received the ſacra. 


ment, according to the uſage of the church of 
England, in ſome pariſh church, within the ſpace 
of one year next before the grant of ſuch licence, 
under the hand of the Miniſter, and one of the 
church-wardens of the ſaid pariſh, nor until ſuch 
perſon or perſons ſhall have taken and ſubſcribed, 
the oaths of allegiance and ſupremacy, and abjura- 
tion, as appointed by law, and fhall have mad: 
and ſubſcribed the declaration againſt tranſubſtantia- 
tion, contained in the ai made in ibe twenty-ffth 


| year of the reign of King Charles II, intituled, 


An att for preventing dangers which may happen 


From popiſh recu/ants, before the ſaid Archbiſhop, 


Biſhop, or Ordinary; which ſaid oaths and de- 
clarations, the ſaid Archbiſhop, Biſhop, or Ordi- 
by empowered and required to ad- 
repetve ,, and ſuch Archbiſhops, Bi- 
rdinaries, are required to file ſuch 
and keep an exact regiſter of the 
ſame, and of the taking and nene ſuch oaths 
and declarations. 


miniſter and 


And be it further enacted, by the 1 a- 
foreſaid, that any perſon who ſhall have obtained 
a licence, and ſubſcribed the declarations, and 
taken and ſubſcribed the oaths, as above ap- 
pointed, and ſhall, at any time after, du- 

ring 
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ring the time of his or their keeping any pub- 
lic or private ſchool or ſeminary, or inſtructing 
any youth as Tutor or School-maſter, knowingly 
or willingly, reſort to or be preſent at any 


conventicle, aſſembly, or meeting, within Eng- 
land, Wales, or town of Berwick upon Tweed, 


for the exerciſe of religion in any other man- 
ner, than according to the liturgy and practice of 
the church of England, or ſhall knowingly and 
willingly, be preſent at any meeting or aſſem- 
bly for the exerciſe of religion, although the li- 


turgy be there uſed, where her Majeſty (whom 


God long preſerve) and the Elector of Brunſwick, or 
ſuch others as ſhall, from time to time, be law- 
fully appointed to be prayed for, ſhall: not there 
be prayed for in expreſs words, according to the 
liturgy of the church of England, except where ſuch 
particular offices of the liturgy - are uſed, wherein, 
there are no expreſs directions to pray for ber Ma- 
iy and the royal family, ſhall be liable to the pe- 
nalties in this act, and ſhall from thence forth be 
incapable of keeping any public or private ſchool 
or ſeminary, or inſtructing any youth, as Tutor 
or ſchool- maſter. es 185 
And be it further enacted, by the authority 
aforeſaid, that if any perſon licenſed, as afore- 
laid, ſhall teach any other catechiſm than the ca- 


techiſm ſet forth in the book of common prayer, the 
licence of ſuch perſon, ſhall be liable to the penal- 


ties of this act. 8 "OM 
And be it further enacted by the authority a- 

foreſaid, that it ſhall and may be lawful, to and 

for the Biſhop of the dioceſe, or other proper Or- 


dinary, to cite any perſon or perſons whatſoever, 
keeping ſchool or ſeminary, 'or teaching without 


licence, as aforeſaid, and to proceed againſt and 
puniſh ſuch perſon or perſons, by eccleſiaſtical 
cenſure, ſubject to ſuch appeals, as in caſes of ordinary 

Q 2 ſuriſdiction; 
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juriſdiction; this act or any other law to the con. 
trary notwithſtanding. 


Provided always, that no perſon offending 2. 


= this act, ſhall be puniſhed twice for the 
ame offence. | | 8 
Provided alſo, That where any perſon ſhall he 
proſecuted without fraud or covin, in any of th: 
courts aforeſaid, for any offence contrary to this af, 
the ſame perſon ſhall not be afterwards proſecuted for 
tbe ſame offence in any of the ſaid courts, whilſt ſuch 
former proſecution ſhall be pending and carried on, 
without any wilful delay; and in caſe of any ſut 


| after-proſecution, the perſon ſo doubly proſecuted may 


alledge, plead, or ſhew forth in his defence againſt the 
ſame, ſuch former proſecution, pending, or judg- 
ment, or ſentence thereupon given, the faid 

leader firſt making” oath before the Judge or 

udges of the court, when ſuch after-proſecution 
ſhall be pending, and which ſaid oath he or they 
are hereby empowered and required to adminiſter, 
that the ſaid prior-proſecution was not commencel 
or carried on by his means, or with his conſent or 
procurement, or by any fraud or colluſion of any 
other perſon to his knowledge or belief. 

Provided always, that this act, or any thing 
therein contained, ſhall not extend, or be con- 
ſtrued to extend, to any Tutor teaching or inſtru 
ing youth in any College or Hall, within either 
of the Univerſities of that part of Great-Britan, 
called England; nor to any Tutor who fhall be en- 
Ployed by any Nobleman or Noblewoman, to teach bi, 
or her own children, grand-children, or great grand. 
children only, in bis or her family; provided ſuch 


Tutor, ſo teaching in any Nobleman's or Noblewoman's 


family, do in every reſpett qualify bimſelf according 
to this act, except only in that of taking a licence fron 
the Biſhop. | 


4 


| Provide 
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Provided alſo, that the penalties in this af ſhall 
yot extend to any foreigner, or alien of the foreign 
reformed churches, allowed, or to be allowed, by the 


Queen's Majeſty, her heirs, and ſucceſſors, in Eng- 


land, for inſtructing or teaching any child or children 
of any ſuch foreigner or alien only, as a Tutor or 
School-maſter. | 

Provided always, and be it further enacted by 
the authority aforeſaid, that if any perſon, who 
ſhall have been convicted, as aforeſaid, and there- 
by made incapable to teach or inſtruct any youth, 
as aforeſaid, ſhall, after ſuch conviction, conform 
to the church of England for the ſpace of one year, 
without having been preſent at any conventicle, 
aſſembly, or meeting, as aforeſaid, and receive the 
ſacrament of the Lord's ſupper, according to the 


rites and uſage of the church of Exgland, at leaſt 
three times in that year, every ſuch perſon or per- 


ſons ſhall be again capable of having and uſing a 
licence, to teach ſchool, or to inſtruct youth as 
a Tutor or School-maſter, he or they alſo per- 
forming all that is made requiſite thereunto by this 
act, | | 

Provided alſo, and be it further enacted, that 
every ſuch perſon, ſo convicted, and afterwards 
conforming, in manner as aforeſaid, ſhall, at the 
next term after his being admitted to, or taking 


upon him to teach or inſtruct youth, as aforeſaid, 


make oath in writing, in ſome one of her Maje- 
ſty's courts at Weſtminſter, in public and open 
court, or at the next Quarter: ſeſſions for that coun- 


ty or place where he ſhall reſide, between the 


hours of nine and twelve in the forenoon, that 
he hath conformed to the church of England for 
the ſpace of one year before ſuch his admiſſion, 
without having been preſent at any conventicle, 
aſſembly, or meeting, as aforeſaid, and that he hath 
received the ſacrament of the Lord's ſupper at 
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PARLIAMENTARY A. 1714. 
leaſt three times in the year, which oath ſhall be 
there enrolled, and kept upon record. | 
Provided always, that this act ſhall not extend, 
or be conſtrued to extend to any perſon, who as 4 
Tutor, or Scbool-maſler, ſhall inſtruf youth in read. 
ing, writing, aritbmetic, or any part of the mathema. 
tical learning only, ſo far as ſuch mathematical learn. 
ing, relates to navigation, or any mechanical art on, 
and ſo as ſuch reading, writing, arithmetic, or na. 
thematical learning, ſhall be taught in the Engliſh 
tongue only. | 1... e 

And whereas by an at of Parliament made in 
Ireland, in the 17th and 18th years of his ſaid lale 
Majeſty King Charles II, intituled, An act for 
the uniformity of public prayers, and adminiſtra. 
tion of the ſacraments and other rites and cere- 
monies; and for eſtabliſhing the form of making, 
ordaining, and conſecrating of the Biſhops, Prieſts, 
and Deacons in the church of Ireland; It is enaftd 
concerning School-maſters and other - perſons in- 
ſtructing youth in private families in Ireland, as in 
and by the above recited act is enacted, concerning 
School-maſters and others inſtructing youth in 


private families in that part of Great-Britain called | 


England: And whereas it is reaſonable, where law 
is the ſame, the remedy and means for enforcing ibe 
execution of the law ſhould be the ſame : Be it there- 
fore enacted by the authority aforeſaid, that all and 
every tbe remedies, proviſions, and clauſes, in and by 
this aft given, made, and enatted, ſhall extend, and 
be deemed, conſtrued, and adjudged to extend to Ireland, 
in as full and effeftual a manner as if Ireland bad been 
expreſily namea and mentioned in all and every the 
clauſes in ihis att. | 


Several Lords entered and Ggned the following 
proteſt againſt this bill, viz; „ 


Die 


— = 2 = 


we mis — OI 


e 
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577 Die Martis 15 Juni, 1714. 


Hoodie 3a vice leis eſt billa, intituled, An act to 
prevent the growth of ſchiſm, and far the further 
ſecurity of the church of England, as by law eſta- 
bliſned. | 


Contents 36 The queſtion was put, whether this 
bote 4137 bill, with the amendments, ſhall 


paſs? 
Not Cont, 9? „It was reſolved in the affirma- 
Proies 235 tive, | | 
Diſentient* 


We cannot apprehend (as the bill recites) that 
great danger may enſue from the Diſſenters, to the 
church and ſtate. ee 


Becauſe, . By law no Diſſenter is capable of any 
ſtation which can be ſuppoſed to render him dan- 


gerous. 


And ſince the ſeveral ſects of Diſſenters differ 
from each other as much as they do from the eſta- 
bliſned church, they can never form of themſelves a 
national church: nor have they any temptation to 
ſet up any one ſect among them: For in that caſe, 
all that the other ſects can expect, is, only a tole- 
ration, which they already enjoy by the indulgence 
of the ſtate; and therefore, 'tis their intereſt to 


ſupport the eſtabliſned church againſt any other 


ſect that would attempt to deſtroy it. 


II. If nevertheleſs the Diſſenters were dangerous, 
ſeverity is not ſo proper and effectual a method to 
reduce them to the church, as a charitable indul- 
gence, as is manifeſt by experience, there having 
been more Diſſenters reconciled to the church ſince 
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PARLIAMENTARY A. 171% A. 
the act of toleration, than in all the time ſince the . 
act of uniformity, to the time of the ſaid act of rigi 
toleration, and there is ſcarce one conſiderable fa. ver. 
mily in England in communion with the Diffenter:: chu 
Severity may make them Hypocrites, but not con- reſt 
Verts-. ere | | 


III. If ſeverity could be ſuppoſed ever to be of for 
uſe, yet this is not a proper time for it, while ve Ku 
are threatened with much greater dangers to our MW Kit 
church and nation, againſt which the Proteſtant rig 
Digenters have joined, and are till willing to join col 


with us in our defence ; and therefore we ſhould not are 
drive them from us, by enforcing the laws againſt W wt 
them, in a matter which, of all others, muſt moſt by 
ſenſibly grieve them, viz. the education of their mi 
children; which reduces them to a neceſſity either to 
of breeding them in a way they do not approve, or thi 


of leaving them without inſtruction, 


: IV. This mult be the more grievous: to the Di/- by 


ſenters, becauſe it was little expected from the mem- co 
bers of the eſtabliſhed church, after ſo favourable an ju 
indulgence as the act of toleration, and the repeat- MW /: 
ed declarations and profeſſions from the throne, fo 
and former. Parliaments, againſt all perſecution, W 


which is the peculiar badge of the Roman church, 
_ which avows and practiſes this doctrine; and yet this 


has not been retaliated even upon the Papiſts, for all I 
the laws made againſt them have been the effects and t 
juſt puniſhment of treaſons, from time to time n 
committed againſt the ſtate : But it is not pretended J 
that this bill is deſigned as a puniſhment of any t 


crime which the Proteſtant Diſſenters have been guil- a 
ty of againſt the civil government, or that they are I 
diſaffected to the Proteſtant ſucceſſion as by law J 
eſtabliſhed ; for in this their zeal is very con- c 
ſpicuous, e | 


V. In | 


A. 1714. DEBATES. 

V. In all the inſtances of making laws, or of a 
rigid execution of the laws againſt Diſſenters, it is 
very remarkable, that the deſign was to weaken the 
church, and to drive them into one common inte- 
reſt with the Papiſts, and to join them in meaſures 
tending to the deſtruction of it. This was the me- 
thod ſuggeſted by Popiſb counſels, to prepare them 
for the two ſucceſſive declarations in the time of 


King Charles II, and the following one iſſued out by 


King James II, to ruin all our civil and religious 
rights: And we cannot think that the arts and 
contrivances of the Papiſts to ſubvert our church, 
are proper means to preſerve it, eſpecially at a time 
when we are in more danger of Popery than ever, 
by the deſigns of the Pretender, ſupported by the 
mighty power of the French King, who is engaged 
to extirpate our religion, and by great numbers in 
this kingdom, who are profeſſedly in his intereſts, 


VI. But if the Diſſenters ſhould not be provoked 
by this ſeverity, to concur in the deſtruction of their 
country and the Proteſtant religion, yet we may 
juſtly fear they may be driven by this bill from Eng- 
land, to the great prejudice of our manufactures, 
for as we gained them by the perſecution abroad, fo 
we may loſe them by the like proceedings at home. 


Laſtly, The miſeries we apprehend here are great- 
ly enhanſed by extending this bill to Ireland, where 
the conſequences of it may be fatal ; for ſince the 
number of Papiſts in that kingdom far exceeds the 


Proteſtants of all denominations together, and that 
the Diſſenters are to be treated as enemies, or at leaſt 


as perſons dangerous to that church and ſtate, who 
have always, in all times, joined, and ſtill would 
Join, with the members of that church, in their 
common defence againſt the common enemy of their 
religion; and ſince the army there is very much re- 
duced, the Proteſtants, thus unneceſſarily _— 

HS | ſeem 
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PARLIAMENTARY A, 1714, 
ſeem to us to be expoſed to the danger of another 
maſſacre, and the Proteftant religion in danger of 
being extirpated. R 6b117y, \ 

And we may farther fear that the Srots in Britain, 
whoſe national church is Preſbyterian, will not ſo 
heartily and zealouſly join with us m our defence, 
when they ſee thoſe of the ſame nation, ſame blood, 
and fame religion, ſo hardly treated by us. 


And this will ſtill be more grievous to the Pro- 


teſtant Diſſenters in Ireland, ' becauſe whilſt the 


Popiſb prieſts are regiſtered, and ſo indulged by 


law, as that they exerciſe their religion without mo- 
leſtation, the Diſſenters are ſo far from enjoying 
the like toleration, that the laws are by this bill en- 


forced againſt them, | 


Somerſet, Deriy, Mountague, 
Dorcheſter, © Carliſle, Radnor, 
Scarborough, Foley,  -. Ab, 
Nottingham, Greenwich, Townſhend, 
Haverſham, J. Eh, nd. 
Hallifax, T. Wharton, Rockingham, 
W. Lincoln, Cornwallis, Scbonberg and 
Dorſet and Mid- Torrington, Leinſter, 
ſex, | _ Devonſhire, 7. Bangor, 
Sunderland, Lincoln, Doe Longueville, 
Bolton, Somers, J. Llandaff, 
Grafton, 5 Cowper. 


The Lords 
amendments 
read by the 
Commons, 


Debate 
thereupon, 


The Commons put off the conſideration of the 
amendments made by the Lords to the ſchiſim bill, till 
Wedneſday the 23d of June, when the ſaid amend- 
ments were read, and occaſioned a ſmall debate. Mr 


_ Techmere and Mr Walpole, amongſt the reſt, repre- 
ſented, © That ſince the ger 0-1 Diſſenters of 


© Treland were made liable to the penalties of this 
© bill, it were but juſt, either to inſert a clauſe in 


it, or to bring in another bill, to make them en- 


* Joy the benefit of the toleration act, that was paſt 
2D | | «in 
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in England, in the laſt reign.” But Sir William 
Hndbam and Mr Campion ſaid thereupon, © That 
« if leave were given to bring in ſuch a bill, they 
hoped they ſhould have leave alſo to bring in an- 
« other, 10 incapacitate Diſſenters from voting in ele- 


ions for Parliament men. Upon which that mat- 


ter dropt. On the other hand, General Stanbope 
propoſed, That the Tutors in the families of 
members of the houſe of Commons, might be 

put on the ſame foot with thoſe who taught in 

« the families of a Nobleman or  Noblewoman; it 

being reaſonable to ſuppoſe, that the members of 

that houſe, many of whom were of noble extra- 

* (tion, had as great a concern as the Lords for the 
education of their children; and an equal right 

to take care of their inſtruction.“ Several mem- 

bers of both parties, were of Mr Stanbope's opini- 

on; but Mr Hungerford was very plain, and repre- In fid a. 
ſented that the leaſt amendment now made in the mendments 
houſe, might occaſion the loſs of the bill: Which 22"e*: 
had ſuch weight with them who all along promoted 

it, that the queſtion being put, it was carried by a 
majority of 168 votes againſt 98, that the Com- 

mons agreed to the Lords amendments; and order- 

ed, That Sir William Wyndbam do carry the bill to 

the Lords, and acquaint them therewith. 


On the gth of June, the Commons reſolved to Three ae- 
preſent three addreſſes to the Queen; the Firſt, fs tu the 
. 8 Queen about 
* That her Majeſty would be graciouſly pleaſed, tte Mente, 
* out of her great goodneſs to her people, to give ent 
directions, that the fourth part of the Aſfento Gibraltar. 
* trade referred to her Majeſty by the 28th article 
* of the Aſſiento contract; as allo all ſuch other 4 
benefits or advantages ariſing from the Aſſienio 
* trade, or the licences relating thereto, or from 
any ſuch duties or profits reſerved unto his Ca- 
* tholick Majeſty, as her Majeſty may be intitled 
to, by virtue of any ſubſequent agreement or 
« aſſignment 
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PARLIAMENTARY A. 1714. 
« aſſignment from the King of Spain to her Ma- 
« jeſty, may be diſpoſed of for the uſe of the pub- 
lick, and towards the diſcharging the debts of the 
nation. The ſecond, That the revenues of the 
iſland af Minorca, and the rents of the houſes at 
Gibraltar, may be applied towards the main- 
tenance and ſupport of the ſeveral garriſons in 
thoſe places; and the third, that the ports of 
Mabou and Gibraltar may be made free ports. 


The ground for the firſt three of theſe addreſſes 


was this: Artbur Moore, Eſq; a member of the 
houſe, and one of the Commiſſioners of trade, who 
was the chief manager of the treaties of commerce 
both with France and Spain, had, on ſeveral occa- 


fions, cried up the great advantages the nation would 
receive from the Aſſiento trade; and it being ſtrong- 


ly ſuſpected that he, and the Lord Treaſurer, who 
countenanced him, were to have the benefit of the 
fourth part of the Aſſiemu contract reſerved to her 
Majeſty, which was eſteemed too great a recompence 
for Miniſters who had made a peace from which the 

nation reaped noother advantages, but ſuch as were 
hoped for from the ſaid contract: The Commons 


thought fit, that the ſaid benefits, if any, ſhould | 


be diſpoſed of for the uſe of the publick 3 who had 
contributed ſuch immenſe ſums of money towards 
obtaining thoſe pretended advantages. The other 
two addreſſes were in ſome meaſure grounded upon 
an information, that the Governors or Deputy- 
governors of Port-Mahon and Gibraltar, got conli- 
derable ſums of money by their exactions, both 


on the inhabitants of thoſe places, and on merchant 
ſhips. 


June 19th, Mr Secretary Bromley acquainted the 
houſe, that their ſeveral addreſſes following had 
bay laid before * Majeſty, viz, 


I. Tha 


at 


A. 17 14+ DATES. 

I. That her Majeſty would be pleaſed to give 
directions, that the purchaſe money agreed for as a 
valuable conſideration for certain lands and tene- 
ments, veſted in Truſtees for the crown, for the 
better fortify ing and ſecuring the docks and harbours 
at Portſmouth, Chatham, and Harwich, may be paid, 
purſuant to the ſeveral contracts made with pro- 


prietors of the ſaid lands and tenements ; and that 


her Majeſty was pleaſed to anſwer, That /þbe will 
give the directions which are deſired, 


II. That her Majeſty would be graciouſly pleaſed, | 


out of her great Goodneſs to her people, to give 
directions, that the fourth part of the Aſſiento trade, 
reſer ved to her Majeſty by the 28th article of the 
Aſfiento contracts, as alſo ſuch other benefits or ad- 
vantages ariſing from the Aſſiento trade, or the li- 
cences relating thereto, or from any duties or pro- 
fits reſerved to his Catholic Majeſty, as her Maje- 


ſty may be entitled to, by virtue of any ſubſequent 


agreement or aſſignment from the King of Spain 
to her Majeſty, might be diſpoſed of for the uſe of 
the public, and towards diſcharging the debts of the 


nation; and that her Majeſty was pleaſed to give 


this anſwer, * That her Majeſty gave to the South 
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« Sea company the Aſſiento or contract ſhe obtained 


from the Catholic King, for importing negroes in- 


to the Spaniſh Weſt- Indies, and her Majeſty has 


« fince thought it neceſſary for their farther encou- 
© ragement, and for removing difficulties in the 
carrying on that beneficial trade, to grant them 
the fourth part in the ſaid contract reſerved to her- 


* ſelf; her Majeſty being of opinion, that the en- 


* couragement of trade, will beſt enable her ſub- 
« jeRs to diſcharge the debts of the nation. 
As to the other reſervations of an inferior na- 
ture, which may have been under negociation, 
if they are obtained, her Majeſty will make ſuch 


« diſpoſition 
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PARLIAMENTARY A, 1714, 
£ diſpolition of them as ſhe ſhall judge proper for 
her fervice.? e 


III. That the revenues of the iſland of Minorca, 
and the rents of the houſes of Gibraltar, might be 
applied towards the maintenance and ſupport of the 
ſeveral garriſons in thoſe places; and that her Ma- 
jeſty was pleaſed to ſay, That a ſurvey had been 
taken, by her Majeſty's direction, of the iſland 


© of Minorca, in order to make the poſſeſſion there. | 


of beneficial ro this kingdom 3? And her Maje- 


ſty will take care, That the revenues of Minor. 


ca, and the rents of the houſes at Gibraltar, ſhal! 
be applied for the publick ſervice.” 


IV. That the Ports of Mahon and Gibraltar 
might be made free ports ; and that her Majeſty 
was pleaſed to ſay, That ſoon after the ſurrender 
of Gibraltar to her Majeſty, orders were given, 
that the port of Gibraltar ſhould be declared a 
free port; and her Majeſty has it now under con- 
* {ideration, in what manner Port. Mabon may belt 
< be eſtabliſhed, and declared a free port. 


V. That her Majeſty would be graciouſly pleaſed 


to confer ſome dignity in the Church upon the reve- 


rend Dr Pelling, Chaplain to this houſe ; to which 
her Majeſty was pleaſed to anſwer, * That ſhe will 


* confer ſome dignity in the church upon him, as 
is deſired.” 


VI. That her Majeſty would be pleaſed to give 
directions, that an account might be laid before this 
houſe of the publick debts provided for by Parlia- 
ment, and of what intereſt is paid for ſuch reſpe- 
ctive debts reſpectively; and that her Majeſty was 
pleaſed to ſay, * She will order an account of what 
+ is deſired to be laid before this houſe.” 


N That 


— 
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VII. That her Majeſty would be pleaſed to give 
directions, that an account be laid before this houſe, 
of all orders that have been ſent to the Lords of the 
admiralty, for fitting any ſhips to attend the ſervice 


of the Soutb- Sea company, and what directions have 


been given, for altering the ſervice, for which ſuch 
ſhips were under orders, and what repreſentations 
have been made by the Admiralty upon that ac- 
count; and that her Majeſty was pleaſed to ſay, 
She will order the account, directions, and repre- 
ſentations deſired, to be laid before this houſe.” 


VIII. That her Majeſty would be pleaſed to give 
order for the reducing the number of commiſſioners 
of equivalent, and for leſſening the annual charge 
of that commiſſion, as to her Majeſty ſnould ſeem 
meet: And that her Majeſty was pleaſed to ſay, 
That ſhe will give orders for reducing the num- 
ber of Commiſſioners for the equivalent, and for 
« leflening the annual charge of that Commitllion.? 


After the report of her Majeſty's ſeveral anſwers 
to thoſe ſeveral addreſſes, it was moved by the court 


party, and reſolved, * That an humble addreſs be 


« preſented to her Majeſty, to return the humble 
thanks of this houſe for the encouragement which 
* ſhe had given to trade, by granting to the South. 
Sea company, the fourth part of the Aſſiento con- 
tract, reſerved to her Majeſty, in order to their 
immediate carrying on that trade; and to aſſure 
her Majeſty, that this houſe would entirely ac- 


* quieſce in all ſuch diſpoſitions of the future advan- 


* tages which her Majeſty ſnould obtain, as ſhe 
* ſhould think proper for the benefit and increaſe 
of trade.“ | | 


Two days after Mr Secretary Bromley reported, 
That this addreſs had been preſented to her Majeſty : 
And that ber Majeſty received the ſame very gre 

About 
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About the middle of June, upon information 
given to the Earl of Wharton, that two 1rifþ officers, 
one Captain Hugh Kelly, the other William Reh, 

went about, and liſted men for the Pretender, his 


for the Fre. Lordſhip, carried his evidence to my Lord Chief 


Juſtice Parker, who, upon their oath, granted his 
warrant for the apprehending of the ſaid officers, 
This warrant was, with all ſecrecy, ſent down to 
Graveſend ; but the perſons employed to execute i: 
miſſed of Captain Hugh Kelly, and only found 
William Kelly, his agent or aſſiſtant, with five men 
whom he had taken under his charge to carry over. 
They were all brought before the next Juſtice of 
the peace, who ordered them to be ſecured till 
further orders ; and afterwards they were commit- 
ted to the county goal. William Kelly during his 
confinement at Graveſend, got the priſon-keeper to 
write two letters, one to my Lord Roſſe, and ano- 
ther to my Lord Vincbelſea; and one was ſent to 
him from a woman, who in the letter called him 
brother, and told him ſhe would go to my Lord 
Bolingbroke, and my Lord Treaſurer, to get him re- 
leaſed. This letter was carried from the poſt-houſe 
to the Juſtice, and read before it came to Kelly's 

hand, The Juſtice ſent for him, and aſked him if 
he knew ſuch a woman; he denied that he knew 
any thing of her, but at laſt before he went a- 
way, he owned her to be his wife, 

The report of this having ſpread in the neigh- 
bouring places, and along the coaſt, occaſioned the 
apprehending of Captain Kelly, on Monday the 2 iſt 
of June, as he was endeavouring to get a paſlage for 
France at Deal. Being ſeized upon ſuſpicion, by 
one of the Cuſtom-houſe officers, he was carried be- 
fore the town Mayor, where he had made a plau- 
ſible ſtory, and endeavoured to get off : But a cer- 
tificate, ſigned Middleton, being found about him, 
the Mayor thought it his duty to ſecure him, and to 
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1 
4, ſend notice of it to the Lord Viſcount Bolingbroke, 
" Principal Secretary of ſtate; with the ſaid certifi- 


„ ae, which was as follows: | | 


8 N OUS Miniſtre & Secretaire d'etat de ſa Majeſte 
1 Britannique, certiſions a tous ceux d qui il appar- 


tiendra que le Sieur Hugh Kelly, frere de feu Corne- 


2 lius Kelly, mort à St Domingo ſans enfans, eſt Ir- 
, |andois Catholique, & fidele ſujet du Roy mon maitre, 


Fait a St Germain en Laye, e 19 May, 1712. 
| M1vDpLETON. 


That is, 


ther to the late Cornelius Kelly, who died at St Do- 
mingo, without children, is an 1ri/ſþ Roman Catholic, 
dad a faithful ſubject to the King my maſter, 
Done at St Germain-en Laye, the 19th of May, 


re- 

N hat 7 | 
" | M1dpLETON. 
Fe Upon the receipt of this information, the Lord 
. Poingbroke ſent down two of her Majeſty's. meſſen- 


gers, who on the 23d of June brought up Captain 
th Kelly, who was continued in cuſtody. Twa days be- 


it about the cities of London and Weſtminſter, endea= 
by the Lord Bolingbroke ſent one of her Majeſty's meſ- 


dier, went to, and was liſted by the ſaid officer, 
whom thereupon he took into cuſtody. Some 
days before John Reilly, Alexander Bourk, and Mar- 
o un Carrol, were ſentenced as guilty of high-zreaſon, 
ad r ES for 
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Certificate 
found about 
him. ; 


E Miniſter and Secretary of ſtate to his 
Y Britannic Majeſty, do certify to all whom 
it may concern, that the Sieur Hugh Kelly, bro- 


He is 
brought up 
to London, 


fore, upon intelligence that another officer went Another Of- 
the P Se 


ficer appre - 
eee a 


vouring to liſt men for the ſervice of the Chevalier, 


ſengers, who under the diſguiſe of a diſbanded ſol- 


. 


Three per- 
ſons executed 
in Ireland 
for liſting 
men for the 
Pretender, 
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for liſting men for the Pretender*s ſervice; and on 
the 26th of June were, purſuant to that ſentence, 
drawn, hanged, and quartered at Stepben's- Green, 
in Dublin, | | 

The audaciouſneſs of the Facobite party, who 
dared to liſt men for the Pretender to her Majeſty's 
crown, even within the verge of her Majeſty" 
court, having raiſed a juſt alarm, an extraordinary 
council was thereupon held on the 21ſt of Fur, 
wherein it was refolved forthwith to iſſue out the 
following PROCLAMATION. 


ANNE, R. 


5 HE RE AS by an act of Parliament, 
ward of made in the thirteenth year of the reign 


Las www of our late dear brother King William the third, 
ing the Pre- intituled, An af? for the attainder of the pretended 
ende. Prince of Wales, of high- treaſon; the perſon pre- 
tending to be Prince of Wales, during the life of 
the late King James, and ſince his deceaſe, pre- 
tending to be, and taking upon himſelf the til 

and title of King of England, by the name of 

James the third, ſtands attainted of high-treaſon: 

And whereas the Lords ſpiritual and temporal 

in parliament aſſembled, did, by their humble 
addreſs beſeech us, that whenever we ſhould 

Judge it neceſſary, we would be graciouſly pleaſed 

to iſſue our royal proclamation, thereby promiſing 

a reward to any perſon, who ſhould apprehend 

and bring the ſaid Pretender to juſtice, in caſe he 
mould land or attempt to land, either in Great 
Britain or Ireland, ſuitable to the importance of 

that ſervice, for the ſafety of our perſon, and the 
ſecurity of the proteſtant ſucceſſion in the houſe of 
Hanover: And by their ſaid addreſs, did allo 
humbly intreat us, that we would inſiſt upon, 


and renew our inſtances for the ſpeedy removing 


the ſaid Pretender out of Lorrain; and notwith- 
F FA - + ſtanding 
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ſtanding we have ſince inſiſted upon, and renew- 
ed our inſtances in the moſt preſſing manner for 
that purpoſe, our endeavours have not proved 
effectual, but he ſtill continues, and is entertained 
there: And whereas we have lately received in- 
formation upon oath, that divers perſons have 
within our kingdom of Ireland, in open defiance 
of our laws, been traiterouſly liſted as ſoldiers, 
under pretence of entering into the ſervice of the 
faid Pretender, and on ſuch pretence have been 
conveyed out of our ſaid kingdom of Ureland, 
we therefore, from a juſt reſentment of ſuch in- 
dignities and treaſonable practices, have thought 
fir, by and with the advice of our Privy-Coun- 
cil, to iſſue this our royal proclamation, and do 
hereby command and require all our officers civil 
and military, and all other our loving ſubjects, to 


| uſe their utmoſt endeavours to apprehend the 


ſaid Pretender whenever he ſhall land, or attempt 
to land in Great Britain or Ireland, or any other 


of our dominions, and him being appreherided, 


to carry before the next Juſtice of the peace or 
other magiſtrate, who is hereby required ro com- 
mit him to goal for high-treaſon, and thereof to 
give notice immediately. to one of our principal 
Secretaries of ſtate. And for the encouraging all 
perſons to be diligent and careful in endeavouring 
to apprehend the ſaid Pretender, as aforeſaid, we 
do hereby further declare, that whoſoever ſhall 
apprehend the ſaid Pretender, and bring him be- 
fore ſome Juſtice of the peace, or other magi- 


ſtrate as aforeſaid, ſhall have and receive as a, 
| reward, the ſum of five thouſand pounds, where- 


of our High Treaſurer, or Commiſſioners of our 
treaſury for the time being, are hereby required 


| to make payment accordingly. And if any of 
the per ſons who ſhall adhere to, or aſſiſt the ſaid 


Pretender, ſhall apprehend him, as aforefaid, he 
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or they, who ſhall apprehend him, ſhall have our 

gracious general pardon, and ſhall alſo receive the 
ſaid reward of five thouſand pounds, to be paid 
in manner aforeſaid, 


Given at our court at Kenſington, the 21ſt 
day of June, 1714, in the thirteenth year 
of our reign. 


This proclamation being publiſhed on the 23d of 


June, the Commons, the next day, reſolved, 2e. 
mine contradicente, | 


aur of , That an humble addreſs be preſented to her 


the Com. © Majeſty, acknowledging the grateful ſenſe which 
mons to her © this houſe has of her Majeſty's concern for the 
| — 1 (ein « proteſtant ſucceſſion in the houſe of Hanover, by 

clamation, © iſſuing ſo ſeaſonably a proclamation, promiling a 


and for a 


further re- ſum of 50001. out of her own revenue, as an en- 
ward of couragement for apprehending the Pretender, 


200,000 * © whenever he ſhall land, or attempt to land, in 


any of her Majeſty's dominions : and to aſſure 
her Majeſty, that this houſe will chearfully aid 
and aſſiſt her Majeſty, by granting, out of the 
firſt aids to be given by Parliament, the ſum of 
one hundred thouſand pounds, as a farther reward 
to any who ſhall perform ſo great a ſervice to her 
Majeſty and her kingdoms; and alſo that this 
houſe will heartily concur with her Majeſty in all 
other meaſures for extinguiſhing the hopes of the 
Pretender, and all his open and ſecret abettors. 


a % A A „ „„ AA A „ 


Reſolved, That the ſaid addreſs be preſented to 


her Majeſty by the whole houſe. 


It is obſerved, that Mr Freeman, Knight of the 
ſhire for Heriford/bire, made the motion for this ad- 
dreſs, and was ſeconded by Mr Auditor Harley, 
the Lord Treaſurer's brother, and thirded 3 

8 | ar 


— 
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Nur Earl of Hertford, ſon to the Duke of Somerſet, who 
he propoſed the ſum of 100,000/. ſome objections 
ad WF were raiſed, as if the promiſing a reward ſo much 
beyond what was mentioned in the Queen's pro- 
clamation, were diſrepectful to her Majeſty : But 
uſt the ſame were over-ruled, and the ſaid vote paſſed 
15 unanimouſly, On Monday the 28th of June, the 
Commons, with their Speaker, waited on her Ma- 
jeſty at Kenſington, and preſented their humble 
of addreſs, to which the Queen was pleaſed to give 


e. chis anſwer : 

Gentlemen, STAGED Es 
* TH E bearty concern you ſhew in this addreſs for the The Queen's 
ch ſecurity of the proteſtant ſucceſſion is very agree- Cm 
he able to me. | _— 
N I hope your concurrence will have the deſired effect 2 


in removing jealouſies, and quieting ibe minds of my 
25 good ſubiects. | WE | 
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7, f | 

” This anſwer being reported the next day, the 

” Commons reſolved, nemine contradicente, to return 

0 her Majeſty the thanks of their houſe for the ſame. 

of Nor were the Lords leſs forward than the Com- Proceedings 

rd mons, in ſhewing their zeal and affection for the — = 

5 proteſtant ſucceſſion in the moſt ſerene houſe of Ha- Pretender. 

1 nover: For on the 24th of June, the Earl of Not- 

tingham made a motion for an addreſs of thanks to 

e her Majeſty, for the proclamation againſt the Pre- | 
tender, &c. and was ſeconded by Lord Hallifax. 1 

1 The Earl of Parton, who likewiſe backed the mo- i: 


tion, holding the Queen's proclamation in his hand, 
did moſt pathetically lament her Majeſty's owning 
that her endeavours to remove the Pretender from 
i Lurrain had been ineffefual. * Unhappy Princeſs, 
« ſaid be, how much her condition is altered! Will 
Js « poſterity believe that ſo great a Queen, who had 
* reduced the exorbitant power of France, given a 

73 « King 
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King to Spain, and whoſe very Miniſters have 
made the Emperor and the States=General to trem- 
ble, ſhould yet want power to make ſo petty, ſo 
inconſiderable a Prince, as the Duke of Lorrain, 
comply with her juſt defire of his removing out 
of his dominions the Pretender to her crown!“ 
None of the Peers ſpoke againſt the Earl of 
Nottingham's motion, ſo that the ſame was carried, 
nemine contradicente, and the Lords addreſs being 
immediately drawn up, and agreed unto, was, 
the next day, preſented to her Majeſty, as follows: 


VW 


K „ 


Moſt gracious Sovereign, 


2 E your Majeſty*s moſt dutiful and loyal 
te the Queen ſubjects, the Lords ſpiritual and temporal 


thereupon» in Parliament aſſembled, in a juſt ſenſe and ac- 


knowledgment of your Majeſty's goodneſs, return 


our moſt humble thanks for the proclamation 
which your Majeſty, at the requeſt of this houſe, 


has been graciouſly pleaſed to iſſue, for apprehend- 
ing the Pretender, in caſe he ſhall land, or at- 
tempt to land, in any of your Majeſty's do- 
minions. | : | | 
And fince your Majeſty's inftances for remov- 
ing the Pretender from Lorrain, have hithero 
been ineffectual, we take this occaſion to repeat 
our humble requeſt and advice to your Majeſty, to 
endeavour, in the moſt proper, and ſpeedieſt 
manner, not only to renew the alliances which 
your Majeſty had with the Princes of Europe, 
but alſo to invite them, and particularly the Em- 
peror and the King of Pruſſia, into the guaranty 
of the proteæſtant ſucceſſion as by law eſtabliſhed, in 
the moſt ſerene houſe of Brunſwick, and to deſire 
them to join with your Majeſty, in preſſing the 
Duke of Lorrain, not to ſuffer the Pretender to 


remain in any part of his dominions. 


, | And 
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And ſince the Papiſts and Nonjurors are ſo inſo- 
ent, as not only to ſupport the Pretender's claim 
to your royal crown, by their writings and diſ- 
courſes, but alſo traiterouſly to inliſt men into his 
ſervice, -and ſend them to France: we moſt hum- 
bly beſeech your Majeſty to iſſue out your royal 
proclamation, promiſing a. reward to all ſuch per- 
ſons as ſhall diſcover to any of your magiſtrates, 
and cauſe to be apprehended, any perſon who 
hath already liſted any perſon, or hath been liſted 
in Great- Britain or Ireland, into the ſervice of the 
Pretender, or that ſhall hereafter liſt any perſon, 
or be liſted in Great- Britain or Ireland, into the 
ſervice of the Pretender, or of France, or that 
ſhall carry any ſuch perſons abroad. 3 8 

And we do further pray your Majeſty to give 
your orders to all your Majeſty's officers and ma- 
giſtrates, to put the laws in execution againſt the 
Papiſts and Nonjurors, by taking from them their 
horſes and arms, and confining them to their uſual 
habitations, in ſuch manner as by law is directed: 
And that your Majeſty will be pleaſed to require an 
exact account of their proceedings therein, to be 
tranſmitted by them reſpectively, to your Majeſty 
in council, and to direct the ſame to be laid before 
this houſe at their next meeting. 


Her Majeſty's anſwer was as follows: 


My Lords, | | 
T Thank you kindly for this addreſs. | 
And I am glad you are pleaſed with what I bave 


done for the proteſtant ſucceſſion. 


Dou may be aſſured I ſhall continue to do whatever I 
judge neceſſary for the ſecuring our religion, the liberty 
of my people, and for putting an end to the vain hopes 
of the Pretender. | | 


8 On 
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On the 28th of June, it was ordered by the 
Lords ſpiritual and temporal in Parliament aſſem- 
| bled, that an humble addreſs be preſented to her 
Majeſty, to return the thanks of this houſe to her 
Majeſty, for her moſt gracious anſwer to their 
Lordſhips addreſs of Thurſday laſt ; and that the 
ſame be preſented to her Majeſty by the Lords with 
white ſtaves. | | 
The Lord Viſcount Bolingbroke, who, on the 
24th of June, came into the Houſe of Peers after 
their Lordſhips had voted the addreſs againſt the 
Pretender, appeared ſomewhat ſurprized at that re- 
ſolutionp and ſaid, that there was a more effectual 
way to ſecure the ſucceſſion in the houſe of Hanover. 
Some members expreſſing thereupon their deſires, 
that he would propoſe it to the houſe, his Lordſhip 
moved, that a bill be brought in to make it high- 
treaſon for any perſon to liſt, or to be liſted, into the 
Pretender's ſervice. My Lord Hallifax repreſented 


Debstes in thereupon, That ſuch a bill was altogether need- 


the houſe of 


leſs, both the Pretender, and all his adherents, and 
abettors, being already attainted of high-treaſon : 
However, he ſhould be glad ſuch a bill were 
brought in; becauſe with ſome alterations, it might 
be made a very good one, Hereupon the bill was 
brought in, read the firſt time, and upon the Lord 
Hallifax*'s motion, ordered to be read a ſecond 
time, the next day, in a full houſe. This was done 
accordingly, on the 26th of June; and the houſe 
of Peers imtnediately refolved themſelves into a 
Committee of the whole houſe upon the ſaid bill 
and choſe the Lord Bolingbroke Chairman, The 
Lords Hallifax, Townſhend, Cooper, Somers, and 
Wharton, who ſpoke moſt in this committee, made 
it their chief buſineſs to ſhew, That the Pretender 
< was inconſiderable of himſelf, and not to be fear- 
ed, but ſo far forth, as he was countenanced and 
protected by the French King, whoſe intereſt and 
* conftant deſign was, to impoſe him upon theſe 
realms. 
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« realms.” And therefore they moved, and it was 
agreed, that the title of the hqi ſhould be, 10 pre- 
vent the liſting ber Majeſty's ſubjects to ſerve as ſol- 


diers, without ber Majeſty's licence; and that it ſhould 


be bigh-treaſon to liſt or be liſted to ſerve any foreign 
Prince, State, or Potentate, without a licence under the 
ſign manual of her Majeſty, her hears or ſucceſſors. 
Moreover the following proviſo was moved and 
agreed to, viz. That no licence ſhall be effectual 


to exempt any perſon from the penalties of this 


act, who ſhall lift or cauſe to be liſted in the ſer- 
vice of the French King, until after the ſaid French 
King ſhall have diſbanded, broke, and diſmiſſed, 
all the regiments, troops, or companies of ſol- 


« diers, which he has or may have in his ſervice, 


« conſiſting of the natural · born ſubjects of the crown 


© of Great- Britain: This. act to continue in force 
for three years.“ The amendments made to this 


bill wers reported, and agreed to by the houſe, on 
Monday the 28th of June, aud the next day, the 


bill was ſent to the Commons, who gave it their 


concurrence without any amendments. 


249 


On the laſt day of June, and firſt of Fuly, the Debate in 


the Lords 


Lords cauſed ſeveral papers, relating to the trade p abent 
with Spain and the Weſt-Indies to be read; and the the Span 
next day, their Lordſhips took that affair into their e. 


conſideration. The Earl of Notiingham, who open- 
ed that important matter, made it plainly appear, 
that conſidering the diſcouragements to which that 


trade was ſubjeẽted by the explanations of the third, = 


fifth, and eighth articles of the treaty of navigation 
and commerce between Great-Britain and Spain z 


which explanations were made at Madrid, after ſign- 


ing of the ſaid treaty at Utrecht; it was impoſſible 
for our merchants to carry on that trade without cer- 
tain loſs. His Lordſhip ſupported his arguments by 


a letter written by an Engliſb factor in Spain to his 


principals; and was ſeconded by the Lord Comwper. 


My Lord Bolingbroke endeavoured to anſwer their 
objections ; 
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objections; and, among other things, excepted 
againſt that letter, which, he pretended, was forged 
here. The Lord Hallfax ſtood up next, and 
made a ſpeech, wherein he repreſented, * how the 
* moſt beneficial branch of commerce, the trade, 
for the recovery of which we entered into the late 


© expenſive war, had been notoriouſly neglected, 


and given up.“ The Lord Bolingbroke having ſaid 
ſomething in defence of the miniſtry, my Lord 
Hallifax, and ſome other Peers, confuted his alle- 
gations. But what put the advocates of the Spaniſh 
treaty to ſilence, was the teſtimony of Sir Willian 
Hodges, and of about thirty more eminent mer- 
chants trading to Spain, both Mbigs and Tories, who 
being called into the houſe of Lords, unanimouſly 
averred, that unleſs the explanations of the three ar. 
ticles before-mentioned were reſcinded, they could 
not carry on their commerce without loſing 20 or 
25 per cent, It was obſerved, that the Lord High 
Treaſurer joined with the Lord, who inſiſted on 
the hearing of the Spaniſb merchants, which was 
ſtrenuouſly oppoſed by the Lord Bolingbroke : And 
which nice obſervers looked upon as a certain indi- 
cation of a falling out between thoſe two Miniſters, 
After a debate and examination, that laſted till near 
ſeven o'clock in the evening, the Lords reſolved 
to addreſs her Majeſty, that ſhe would be pleaſed 
to cauſe all the papers relating to the negociation of 
the treaty of commerce with Spain, to be laid be- 
fore them; together with the names of the perſons 
who adviſed her Majeſty to that tredty, Then their 
Lordſhips adjcuried the conſideration of that affair 
to the Monday following, when the Lords with 
white ſtaves reported her Majeſty's anſwer, import- 
ing in ſubſtance, *That her Majefty being given 
to underſtand, that the three explanatory articles 
© of the treaty of commerce with Spain were not 


© detrimental to the trade of her ſubjects, ſhe had 


« conſented to their being ratified with the ſaid 
a 5 « treaty.” 


— 
r 


— 
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« treaty.? The Queen making no mention in her 
anſwer of the perſons who had adviſed her to ra- 
tify thoſe: explanatory articles, the coming at the 
knowledge of whom was the chief deſign®of the 
Lords addreſs, ſeveral members excepred againſt 
that anſwer as unſatisfactory : And among the reſt, 
the Earl of Wharton and the Lord Hallifax repre- 
ſented, * That if ſo little regard was ſhewn to the 
« addreſſes and application of that auguſt aſſembly 
© to the Sovereign, they had no buſineſs in that 
© houſe, and moved that a repreſentation be made 
© to her Majeſty, to lay before her the inſuperable 
« difficulties, that attended the Spaniſh trade, on the 


foot of the late treaty :* Which was agreed to. 


It was alſo moved, that the houſe ſhould inſiſt on 


to ratify the ſaid three explanatory articles; but the 
courtiers warded off that blow, which was chiefly 
levellediat the Lord Bolingbroke, and his agent Ar- 
thur Moore. The ſame day, the ſaid repreſenta- 
tion was drawn up, reported, agreed on, and on 
= ſeventh of July preſented to her Majeſty, as 
ollows: : | | Te h | 


Moſt gracious Sovereign, 
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her Majeſty's naming the perſons who adviſed her 


E your Majeſty's moſt dutiful and loyal The Lords 


ſubjects, the Lords ſpiritual and temporal 


ſerious conſideration the preſent ſtate of the trade 
between your Majeſty's ſubjects and Spain, do beg 


leave humbly to repreſent to your Majeſty, that 


repreſenta- 
. s X 4 l l tion about 
in Parliament aſſembled, having taking into our the treaty of 


commerce 


with Spain. 


upon the examination of merchants at our bar, 
and peruſing and conſidering ſeveral repreſenta- 


tions and papers, laid before us by your Commiſ= 
ſioners of trade, it appears to us, that the carry- 


ing on the trade, between your Majeſty's domi- 


nions and Spain, on the foot of the preſent treaty 


of commerce, as it ſtands ratified with the three 
explanatory articles, is attended with inſuperable 
ERR, difficulties, 
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difficulties, and therefore we do very earneſtly 
beſeech your Majeſty, to uſe effeftual means for 
procuring ſuch alterations to be made in the ſame, 


as may render the ſaid trade practicable and benef.. 
cial to your Majeſty's people. Ln 


Fler Majeſty's anſwer was : 


__ My Lords; - 
The Queen's 1 T has been my care to procure all poſſible advantages 
_—_ for my ſubjects in trade. : 


And I ſhall continue my utmoſt endeavours to obtain 
further benefits, and particularly in the trade with 
Spain which is ſo uſeful to my ſubjects. 


On the 5th of July, the Lords reſolved to reſume. 


the next day, the conſideration of the treaty of 


commerce- with Spain: And in order to go to the | 


bottom of that affair, their Lordſhips ſent a meſſage 
to the Commons, to acquaint them, that the Lords 
having under conſideration matters of great mo- 
ment, relating to the trade of this kingdom, did 
deſire, that ſuch members of that houſe, who were 
Commiſſioners for trade and plantations, might 
have liberty to attend their Lordſbips that day, 
Upon this the Commons ordered © That ſuch 
members of their houſe, who were Commiſſioners 
for trade and plantations, have liberty to go to 

| _< the Lords, if they thought fit“ 
The com- On Tueſday, the 6th of July, the Lords proceed- 


e ed to the conſideration of the Spaniſb trade, and to 
and planta- the examination of the Commiſſioners of trade and 
mined by the Plantations. The Earl of Wharton, who began the 
Lords, about debate, ſaid among other things ironically, He did 
the treaty of (not doubt but one of thoſe Gentlemen could make it 


with Spain. © appear, that the treaty of commerce with Span 


Mr. Arthur Moore, who had the chief management 
of that affair, and who contradicted himſelf in = 
h ; vera 


was very advantageous. This was meant of 
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7 veral queſtions that were aſked him by the Lord 
0 Cowper, about the three explanatory articles in que- 
0 ſtion. This was aggravated by the confeſſion of 
ry the other Commiſſioners, particularly of Robert 
| Monkton, Eſq; who declared, that Mr. Moore, 
only read curſorily to them the ſaid articles, with- 
out giving them time to examine the ſame : Beſides 
which, Mr. Popple, their Secretary, depoſed, That 
Mr. Moore had ſhewn him a letter in French from 
Monſieur Orry, directed to Don Arturio Moro, im- 
porting in ſubſtance, * That he muſt not expect the 
* two thouſand louis d'ors per annum, that had been 
th « promiſed him, unleſs he got the three explanatory 
articles ratified. Mr. Mbeelocł, firſt Clerk to the 
Commiſſioners of trade, and private Secretary to 


905 


Commiſſioners of trade, Mr. Lowndes, and Captain 
4. Jobnſon, ſhould attend their houſe. On Thurſday The Lords 
0 the Sth of July, their Lordſhips ſent a meſſage to ft! 


in relation 


ne Mr. Moore, being alſo. examined upon oath, was 
of in conſcience obliged to lay many things to his | 
he maſter's charge. In this debate there was ſome it 
ge diſpute between the Lords Lexington and Bolingbroke, j 
tle about a letter, which the firſt maintained to have F} 
_ received from the latter; but it was obſerved, that 1 
id the Lord Treaſurer remained neuter; and his Þ# 
te friends gave out, that he had no ſhare in the ratifi- |. 
he cation of the articles in queſtion, | 5 
y. The Lords reſolved to take, the next day, into 1 
hþ WH further conſideration, the ſtate of trade with Spain | 
F4 and the Weſt-Indies; and in order thereto, that | 
10 the Committee of the South-Sea for the Aſiento, the | 

| 
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id the Commons, to deſire that ſuch of their members to the A 15 
le as were of the ſaid Committee of the South. Sea com- Hero. | 
id pany for the Aſſiento, and alſo William Lowndes, {| 
it Eſqz a member of their houſe, might have leave to If 
* attend the houſe of Lords, that day: Which the | 
of Commons complied with ; after the Lords, by a FE 
at ſecond meſſage, had ſpecified the cauſe-for which |. 
e their Lordſhips deſired their attendance, It ap- 

al h | peared 
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peared by the confeſſion of Mr. Lowndes, Secretary, 
and Mr. Taylor, firſt clerk to the Lord High. 
Treaſurer, that they were only nominal afſignees 
for the quarter part of the Aſſienio contract reſerved 
for her Majeſty, and that ſome perſons to them un- 
known, (but who were ſtrongly ſuſpected to be the 
Lord Bolingbroke, the Lady Maſſam, and Mr. Ar. 
thur Moore) were to have the benefit of it. Upon 
which the Lord Cowper made a ſpeech, wherein he 
made it appear, that the uncertainty and ſuſpence 
in which the South Sea company had a long time 
been kept, whether her Majeſty would retain to 
herſelf, or give to the company, the quarter part 
of the Aſſiento contract therein reſerved to her, had 
been the principal obſtruct ion to the company's car- 
ry ing on that trade. Hereupon the Earl of Har- 
tan moved, That an addreſs be preſented to her 
< Majeſty, that ſhe would be graciouſly pleaſed to | 
give the South-Sea company, not only the quarter 
part of the Aſſiento contract therein reſerved to her 
* Majeſty, but alſo the ſeven and a half per cent. 
granted to Manual Manaſjes Gilligan, Eſq; and 
any other profits arifing from the ſaid contract. 
Bur the queſtion being put thereupon, it was car- 
ried in the negative by 55 votes againſt 43. After 
this the Earl of Angleſey moved, and it was reſolved 
by 56 votes againſt 40, To preſent an addreſs to 
* her Majeſty, to return the thanks of the houſe 
for her Majeſty's having ſo generouſly given, not 
only licences for the two ſhips of 500 tuns each, 
and the Aſſiento contract; but alſo the quarter 
part, which her Majeſty was pleaſed, at firſt, to 
reſerve to herſelf; and that her Majeſty would be 
graciouſly pleaſed, that ſuch other advantages 
which were or might be velted in her Majeſty, 
might be diſpoſed of for the uſe of the public.” 
This day's debate took up the Lords till nine ot 
the clock in the evening, ſo that they had no 

* Fs ol | time, 
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time, as ſome Whig Lords deſigned it, to proceed 
to the cenſure of Mr. Moore. 


The next day, her Majeſty's anſwer to their 
Lordſhips addreſs was reported, viz. 


anſwer, 


H R Majeſty returns ber thanks for this ad. The Queen's 
dreſs 


| She has always bad a great conſideration for the ad- 

vice of the houſe. | 

And as to the particulars deſired, her Majeſty will 
diſpoſe of them as ſhe ſhall judge beſt for the ſervice. 


The latter part of this anſwer was very ill reliſh- 
ed by the Whig Lords, and even by the Earl of 
Angleſey himſelf, who had made the motion for the 
addreſs: Some members took that occaſion to com- 
plain of her Majeſty's ſilence, in relation to the deſire 
of that houſe, that ſhe would be pleaſed to name the 
perſons who had adviſed her to ratify the three expla- 
natory articles; and ſome hot ſpeeches were made on Warm 
both ſides, on that nice affair: But the lottery bill Saut f. 
being ready for the royal aſſent, her Majeſty came 
that very day to the houſe of Peers, which put an end 
to that warm debate. It was the general opinion, 
that if the Parliament had ſat one day longer, Mr. 
Arthur Moore would have been cenſured by the 
Lords, and ordered to be proſecuted 3 nay, many 
hoped that their Lordſhips would have carried the 
reſentment of his and the Lord Bolmgbroke's col- 
luſory and corrupt conduct, in relation to the treaty 
of commerce with Spain, ſo far as to ſend them 
both to the Tower. It was alſo generally thought, 
that this ſtorm was the reſult of a late miſunder- 


ſtanding between the two chief Miniſters, and raifed 


by the Lord Treaſurer, in order to depreſs the 
Secretary of ſtate, who endeavoured to put him 
out of the Queen's favour: But when their animo- 


ſity ſeemed to be ready to break out, they wiſely 
= conſidered, 
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256 PARLIAMENTARY A, 1714. . 
| conſidered, that either of them muſt, in the eng, \ 
fall a victim to their enemies, which made them 
for the preſent, join their forces for their common If ber 

ſafet 
The Queen, being come to the houſe of Peers, 
on the gth of July, with the uſual ſtate, and the 
Commons being ſent for up, and attending, her diff 
Majeſty was pleaſed to give the royal aſſent to lc WM jeal 
veral pavli ic and private bills. 


mo 
h 

| After which, her Majeſty was pleaſed to make de 
the following ſpeech to both houſes of Parliament, ex] 


My Lords and Gentlemen, 05 

The Queen's 'H E progreſs which has been ed in public Gr 
LM buſineſs, and the ſeaſon of the year, render 
it both convenient and noceſſary, that I ſhould put 


an end to this ſeſſion. 


Gentlemen of the houſe of Commons, 

I return you hearty thanks for all your good 
ſervices to me, and to your country, and particu- 
larly for the ſupplies you have given me, as well 

to defray the expences of the current year, as to- 
wards the diſcharge of the national debts. 

In. our preſent circumſtances it could not be ex- 
2 that a full proviſion ſhould be made on 
both theſe heads. 

What you have granted ſhall be laid out 
with the beſt huſbandry and to the 1 ad- 
vantage. 


My Lords and Gentlemen, « 

I hope early in the winter to meet you again, and 
to find you in ſuch a temper as is neceſſary for the v 
real improvement of our commerce, and of all the h 
other n of oP. by 5 

c 


My 


A. 1714. ERATE: 
My chief concern is, to preſerve to you, and 
to your poſterity, our holy religion, and the li- 
berty of my ſubjects; and to ſecure the preſent 
and future tranquillity of my kingdoms. But I 


| muſt tell you! plainly, that theſe deſtrable ends 


can never be attained, unleſs you bring the ſame 
diſpoſitions on your parts; unleſs all groundleſs 
jealouſies, which create and foment diviſions a- 
mongſt you, be laid aſide ;, and unleſs you ſhew 
the ſame regard for my juſt prerogative, and for 
the honour of my goverament, as I have always 
expreſſed for the rights of my people. 


And afterwards. tbe Lord High Chancellor-of 


My Lords and Gentlemen, S ths bf 

T is her Majeſty's royal will and pleaſure, The Parha- 
that this Parliament be prorogued to Tueſday, te 
the tenth day of Auguſt next: And this Parlia- 
ment is accordingly prorogued to Tueſday, the 
tenth day of Auguſt next. e te 


E Queen's death, which happened on the 
firſt day of Auguſt, occaſioned a remarkable 


revolution in the politics of Great-Britain. By an 


act of Parliament paſſed in the laſt year of King 
William's reign, the ſucceſſion to the crown was 
ſettled in the houſe of Hanover. In conſequence 
hereof, immediately after the demiſe of the Queen, 
King George the firſt was proclaimed King, without 
any kind of oppoſition. And purſuant to another 
act of Parliament paſſed in the year 1705, the Par- The Parlia- 
lament met at Weſtminſter, in the afternoon of the 2 
very day the Queen died, but the Speaker of the : 
houſe of Commons being abſent, ſuch members of 
both houſes as were preſent only qualified themſelves 
by taking the oaths, making and ſubſcribing the 
declaration, and taking and ſubſcribing the oath 

Vor. VI. 8 i of 
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of abjuration z other members, as faſt as they came 


up to town, repaired to their reſpective houſes to do 


The Lords 
ep 

to 
both houſes 
Auguſt 5th. 


the like, the 2d and gd of Auguſt; as the Speaker 
of the Commons did on Wedne/day the 4th. The 
next day, the Lords Juſtices came to the houſe of 
Peers, and ſent a meſſage to the Commons by Sir 
William Oldes, Gentleman-uſher of the Hlack-rod, re. 
quiring their immediate attendance. The Commons 
went up accordingly, and the Lord Chancellor, be- 
ing one of the Lords Juſtices, m their name, made 
the following ſpeech to both houſes of Parliament. 


My Lords and Gentlemen, 8 

T having pleaſed Almighty God to take to 
c I himſelf our late moſt gracious Queen, of 
© bleſſed memory, we hope, that nothing has been 
omitted, which might contribute to the ſafety of 


«theſe realms, and the preſervation of our religion, | 


+ Jaws and liberties, in this great conjuncture. As 
< theſe invaluable bleſſings have been ſecured to us 
* by thoſe acts of Parliament, which have ſettled 
© the ſucceſſion of theſe kingdoms in the moſt illu- 
© ſtrious houſe of Hanover, we have regulated our 
© proceeedings by thoſe rules which are therein pre- 
« ſcribed, | 
The Privy-Council, ſoon after the demiſe of 
the late Queen, afſembled at 57. Fames's, where, 
according to the faid acts, the three inſtruments were 


| © produced and opened, which had been depoſited 


* in the hands of the Archbiſhop of Canterbury, the 
Lord Chancellor, and the Refident of Brunſwick. 
© Thoſe, who either by their offices, or by virtue 
of theſe Inftruments, had the honour of being ap- 
pointed Lords Juſtices, did, in conjunction with 
the Council, immediately proceed to the pro- 
$ Tick of our lawful and rightful Sovereign 
* King George, taking, at the ſame time, the ne- 
* ceffary care to maintain the public peace. 


ln 


— 
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ne © In purſuance of the acts before- mentioned, this [ 
10 « Parliament is now aſſembled, and we are N ng i 
er « ed, you all bring with you fo hearty a diſpoſition 9 
he for his Majeſty's ſervice, and the public good, 9 


of that we cannot doubt of your aſſiſtance in every 
Ir thing, which may promote thoſe great ends. 


ns Gentlemen of the houſe of Commons, © h 
e- We find it neceffary to put you in mind, that 
de « ſeveral branches of the public revenue are expir- f b 


N ed by the demiſe of her late Majeſty, and to re- 
commend to you the making ſuch proviſions, in 
« that reſpect, as may be requiſite to ſupport the 
to © honour and dignity of the crown; and we aſſure 
of Wl © ourſelves you will not be wanting in any thing 
en that may conduce to the eftabliſhing and advan- 
of Wl © cing of the public credit. | 


As My Lords and Gentlemen, | 

s MWe forbear laying before you any thing that 
ed does not require your immediate conſideration, not 
u- * having received his Majeſty's pleaſure: We ſhall 
ur only exhort you, with the greateſt earneſtneſs, to 
re- © a perfect unanimity, and a firm adherence to our 

| | © Sovereign's intereſt, as being the only means to 


* * continue among us our preſent happy tranquillity.” 
me The Commons being returned to their houſe, and 


U their Speaker having made a report of the Lords 
| , Juſtices ſpeech, it was reſolved, nemine contradicente, 
hat an humble addreſs be preſented to his Ma- Revolution. 
Vu Wl © jefty, to condole with his Majeſty, upon the fad ne Gen- 


p- | 4 mons for an 
A * occaſion: of the death of our late moſt gracious addreſs of . 
Sovereign, to congratulate his Majeſty's happy and congra+ 1 


* acceſſion to the throne, and to aſſure his Majeſty tulation to 
of the utmoſt aſſiſtance of this houſe, to ſupport 
his Majeſty's undoubted right to the imperial 
crown of theſe realms, againſt the Pretender, and 1 
nl all other perſons whatſoever : And alſo, to ex- 

S 2 _ * preſs 4 


:Þ 


The Lords 
addreſs to 
the King. 
Aug . LL 
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« preſs the impatient deſires of his faithful Com. 
< mons, for his Majeſty's ſafe arrival and preſence 
in Great-Britain ; and the unanimous reſolutions 
of this houſe to maintain the public credit, and 
« effectually make good all funds which have been 
granted by Parliament, for the ſecurity of any 
« ſums of money, which have been or ſhall be ad- 
« yanced for the public ſervice ; and that they will 
. 


£ uſe their utmoſt endeayours, by all other means, 


to make his Majeſty's reign happy and glorious. 
Alfter this a Committee was appointed to draw 
up the ſaid addreſs, and it was unanimouſly reſolved 


to take the next day into, conſideration, the Lords 


Juſtices ſpeech. to both houſes. 


| The ſame day, the houſe of Peers agreed upon 
the following addreſs to his Majeſty. 


Maſt gracious Sovereig. 
1 E your Majeſty's moſt dutiful and loyal ſub- 
jects, the Lords ſpiritual and temporal in 
Parliament aſſembled, though deeply ſenſible of the 
great loſs theſe nations have ſuſtained by the demiſe 
of her late Majeſty, of bleſſed memory, think it our 
duty, at the ſame time, with thankful hearts to 
Almighty God, to congratulate your Majeſty up- 
on your happy and peaceable acceſſion to your 
throne: And we do, with the utmoſt loyalty and 
duty, aſſure your Majeſty of our zealous and firm 
reſolutions, to ſupport your undoubtedly rightful 
and lawful title to the crown, againſt all enemies 


and pretenders whatſoever, 


Our zeal and affection for your Majeſty's ſer- 


vice, engage us to exert ourſelves with all vigour 
and unanimity for ſecuring the public ſafety; and 
we will always, to the utmoſt of our power, 
maintain the honour. and dignity, of. your- crown: 
And we do with faithful hearts beſcech your Ma- 


jeſty, as ſoon as poſſible, to give us your royal 


preſence, 


on 


4.714 rr 
reſence, which we are perſuaded will be attended 
with all other bleſſings to your kingdoms. | 


This addreſs having by the Lords Juſtices been 
tranſmitted to the King, his Majeſty was pleaſed to 
return this moſt gracious anſwer. 


EZORGE R © 


Take this firſt opportunity to return you my The King's 
| hearty thanks for your addreſs, and the aſ- ve 


ſurances you have given me therein. 


The zeal and unanimity you have ſhewn upon 


my acceſſion to the crown, are great encourage- 
ments to me, and I ſhall always eſteem the con- 


tinuance of them as one of the greateſt bleſſings of 
my reign. | 


No one can be more truly ſenſible than I am, of 
the loſs ſuſtained by the death of the late Queen, 
whoſe exemplary piety and virtues ſo much endeared 
her to her people, and for whoſe memory I ſhall 
always have a particular regard. 

My beſt endeavours ſhall never be wanting to 
repair this loſs to the nation. I will make it my 
conſtant care to preſerve your religion, laws, 
and liberties inviolable, and to advance the honour 
and proſperity of my kingdoms. | | 

I am haſtening to you, according to your deſire 
ſo affectionately expreſſed in your addreſs, 


On the 6th of Auguſt, the Commons appointed The Com- 


; | * | .. BF. 4 mons ap- 
the grand Committees for religion, grievances, courts Mine chat 


grand Com- 


of Fuſtice, trade, and privileges and elections; came, 


to the uſual reſolutions, concerning elections; and tees 


made the cuſtomary orders againft ſtrangers 3 
into the houſe of Commons, c. This done, Mr. Se- 


cretary Bromley reported from the Committee ap- 


pointed to draw up an addreſs to be preſented to 
his Majeſty, that they had drawn up the fame, 
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which was read, and unanimouſly: agreed to as 
follows: | 


Mit Ae S/ / ĩ 
eee W your Majeſty's moſt dutiful and loyal 
tothe King. ſubjects, the Commons of Great-Britain in 
Parliament aſſembled, having a juſt ſenſe of the 
great loſs the nation has ſuſtained by the death of 
our late Sovereign Lady Queen Anne, of bleſſed 
memory, humbly crave leave to condole with your 
Majeſty on this fad occaſion. 
It would but aggravate our ſorrow particularly 
to enumerate the virtnes of that pious and moſt 
excellent Princeſs: The duty we owe to your 
Majeſty and to our country, oblige us to mode- 
rate our grief, and heartily to congratulate your 
_ Majeſty's acceſſion to the throne, whoſe princely 
virtues give us a certain proſpect of future happi- 
neſs in the ſecurity of our religion, laws, and li- 
berties, and engage us to aſſure your Majeſty, 
that we will to our utmoſt, ſupport your undoubt- 
ed right to the imperial crown of this, realm, 
againſt the Pretender, and all other perſons. whatſo- 
S 5 
Tour faithful Commons cannot but expreſs their 
impatient deſire for your Majeſty's. ſafe arrival 
and preſence in Great. Britain, 3 
In the mean time, we humbly lay before your 
Majeſty, the unanimous reſolution of this houſe, 
to maintain the public credit of the nation, and 
effectually to make good all funds which have 
been granted by Parliament, for the ſecurity of 
any money which has been, or ſhall be, advanced 
for the public ſervice, and to endeayour, by every 
king in our power, to make your Majeſt's reign 
happy and Sols. 


After this the, members of the houſe, who. were 


* 94 
% * 


of the Privy-Council, were ordered to preſent = 
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ſaid addreſs to the Lords Juſtices, with the deſire of 


the houſe, that they would tranſmit the ſame to his 
Majeſty, with all convenient ſpeed. 


This their Excellencies did accordingly, and on 


the 25th of Auguſt, Mr. Secretary Bromley acquaint- 


ed the houſe, that the Lords Juſtices had received 
his Majeſty's anſwer to the humble addreſs of this 
houſe, as follows : | | 


GEORGE R. 


OUR dutiful and loyal addreſs is very accep- The King's 
anſwer to 
the Com- 


table to me. The unanimity and affection 


my Commons have ſhewn upon my acceſſion to mons ad- 
the crown, are moſt agreeable inſtances and pledges d. 


of their fidelity to me. I have a juſt ſenſe of 
your inexpreſſible loſs, by the death of your late 
Sovereign, You may be aſſured of my con- 
ſtant endeavours to ſecure to you the full enjoy- 
ment of your religion, laws, and liberties, and 
that it will always be my aim, to make you a 
happy and flouriſhing people ; to which your re- 
ſolution to maintain the public credit of the nation 


will greatly contribute. I am haſtening to you 


according to your earneft deſire, and the juſt ex- 
pectations of my people. 8 e 


Mr. Speaker having read this anſwer to the 
houſe, it was reſolved, Nemine contradicenie, that 
the humble thanks of this houſe be returned to his 
Majeſty, for his moſt gracious meſſage, in anſwer 


to their addreſs: And ordered, that the ſaid return 
of thanks to his Majeſty, be preſented to the Lords 


Juſtices, with the deſire of this houſe, that they 
will tranſmit the ſame to his Majeſty. + 


On the 6th of Auguſt a motion was made in the 


houſe of Commons, That a ſupply be granted to 
* his Majeſty for the W ſupport of his Majeſty's 
oy 4 


* houſhold 
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© houſhold, and of the honour and dignity of the 
crown: The conſideration of which was referred 
to the Committee of the whole houſe, the next 
day, when the ſaid motion was unanimouſly agreed 
to, and framed into a reſolution, which was report. 

ed, and agreed to on Monday, the ninth of Auguſt. 
The Com- The next day, the Commons, in a grand Com. 
ee mittee, conſidered further of the ſupply granted to 
King a fup- his Majeſty, and after ſome debate, came to two 
33 of reſolutions, which on the 11th were reported by Mr. 
his houſhold, Conyers, the Chairman of that Committee, and 
11 agreed to by the houſe, as follows: iſt, That to- 
Vwards the ſupply granted to his Majeſty, for the 
ſupport of his Majeſty's houſhold, and of the 
* honour and dignity of the crown, the ſame re- 
s venues which were payable to her late Majeſty 
Queen Ame of bleſſed memory, during her life, 
and had continuance till the time of her demiſe, be 
granted and continued in like manner to his Ma- 
« jefty, during his life, except the revenue of the 
© duchy of Cornwall, which is by law veſted in his 
royal highneſs the Prince, as Duke of Cornwall“ 
2dly, That the ſaid revenues be continued from 
* the death of her late Majeſty: And then ordered 
Shun oder- a bill to be brought in upon the ſaid reſolutions, 
* in Hereupon John Wykes, Eſq; member for the town 
thereupon. Of Northampion, propoſed the tacking to it the bil, 
— ws ano- Which had ſo often miſcarried, for limiting the num- 
cher bill © her of officers in the houſe of Commons: But no body 

were ſeconded that motion. | kt 

Before we proceed, we muſt take notice of ſome 
private tranſactions in the houſe of Commons. Ac- 
cording to the reſolution taken in council, the Par- 
liament met the very Sunday the Queen expired; 
but the Speaker of the Commons being in the 
country, Mr. Bromley, Secretary of ſtate, moved 
to adjourn to the Medneſday following, and was ſe- 
conded by Mr. C. Sir Richard Onſlow repre- 
3 ente 
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the ſented thereupon, that time was too precious at that 1 — 
red nice juncture, to trifle away the leaſt part of it, and ment in the 
ex: therefore he moved that the houſe ſhould adjourn wh 
eed the next day : Which was carried. diſapproved, 
rt. A great many perſons, particularly the leading 

: men among the Tories, whoſe hopes and deſigns 

m. I vere daſhed by the Queen's ſudden death, were ex- 

to | tremely angry with Doctor Ratcliffe, for not attend- 

wo ing her Majeſty, when ſent for by the Duke of Or- 

Vir, WW 10nd; upon a fond belief, that he might have pre- 

nd ſerved her Majeſty's life. Their reſentment went fo 


to- far, that on the 5th of Auguſt, Sir Fobn Packington $ Sir Jobn 


Packington 


the made a complaint againſt him in the houſe of Com- complains of 
the mons; but it being repreſented that the Doctor, f 
re- who had the honour to be a member of the houſe, of Com- 


ſty vas then abſent, that matter dropt. The ſame day, . 

fe, Mr. Bromley, Secretary of ſtate, moved the addreſs 

be of condolance and congratulation ; dwelt much on 

la- the great loſs the nation had ſuſtained by the death 

the of the late Queen; and was backed by ſeveral 4 remark- 
his members. Thomas Onflow, Eſq; ſon to Sir Richard about the 
11) WW Onfow, faid thereupon, *© That the principal ſtreſs det. 


om * of the addreſs ought not to lie upon condoling, but 


red © upon congratulating, and giving the King aſſu- : 
ns. * rances of their readineſs to maintain both his Ma- 

vn jeſty's undoubted title to the crown, and public 

ll, * credit.” When the addreſs had, the next day, 

n. been reported and agreed to, a motion was made, Motion to 


ſend the ad- 


dy that two members of the houſe ſhould be appointed Pager 
to carry over, and preſent 1 it to his Majeſty; but no Nins —_ 


em 


ne body ſeconding that motion, it was reſolved, that dropt. 

c- the Lords Juſtices ſhould be quired to cranſimit it to 

ar- the King. 

1; 

he On Sat. Aug. 7. there was a ſmall debate about Debate 

ed the choice of the Chairman of the grand Committee 2 _ 
e- of the ſubſidy : Some of the Tory members having ee 
e- moved, and inſiſting on the placing Sir V Rl 


ed Vndbam in the chair; Robert Walpole, Eiqz 2 the ſubſidy, 
end - 
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ſented, That Mr. Conyers had, ſo many years, ſo 

well diſcharged that office, that it were inconſiſtent 

with gratitude, -good manners, and prudence, ty 

chuſe another : Upon which Mr. Conyers was placed 

Some Tories in the chair. The Tories having loft this point, 

Fer che ſome of them, in order to curry favour with the 

King a mil- NEW Government (whoſe intereſt, they were con- 

dvi u. ſeious to themſelves, they had lately oppoſed) pro- 

poſed the giving the King one million ſterling, for 

the ſupport of bis Majeſty's houſhold, and of the honour 

and dignity of the crown, &c. That is about 300000 

more than the late Queen enjoyed: But tho? no di- 

rect oppoſition was then made againſt that motion, 

yet the ſame was afterwards dropt; the wiſeſt in 

both parties being of opinion, that the only way 

to preſerve out excellent conftitution, is to keep the 

crown ſtill dependent for extraordinary ſubſidies, on 

the houſe of Commons; and that none but flavih 

_ time-ſervers, and enemies to their King and country, 

will ever be for putting the Sovereign in ſuch a con- 
dition, as that he may live without Partiaments, 


Aug. 2x, the Lords Juſtices went to the houſe 
of Peers, and the Commons being ſent for up, and 

attending, their Speaker, upon preſenting to their 
Excellencies zhe bill for the better ſupport of his Ma- 
jeſty's houſhold, and of the honour and dignity of 
the crown of Great-Britain, together with the other 
money bill, made the following ſpeech. 


My Lords, 6 
HE Knights, Citizens and Burgeſſes of 
8 Greut- Britain, in Parliament aſſembled, 


under the preſent happineſs they enjoy by his 
< Majcſty's peaceable and quiet acceſſion to the 
Fhrone, could not enter upon any work more ſa- 
< tisfaftory and pleaſing to themſelves, than the 
* providing a ſufficient revenue for the occaſions of 
© his Majeſty's civil Government, in order to _ 
| | 6 his 
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« his reign as eaſy and proſperous, as the beginning 
« of it hath been ſecure and undifturbed. 5 
They are ſenſible, that the peace of the King- 
dom is not to be preſerved, nor the rights and li- 
« berties of the ſubjects to be protected, without 
« ſupporting the juſt authority and dignity of the 
crown; and therefore they have thought it their 
« intereſt as well as duty, to make fuch a proviſion 
« as may not barely ſuffice to the neceſſity of the 
Government, but may be ſuitable to the ſtate, 
« the honour, the luſtre, which the crown of Great- 
Britain ought to be attended with. | 
+ Whatloever is ſuperfluous in that proviſion, and 
more than the ordinary ſervices of his Majeſty 
« ſhall require, will but enable him to exert his high- 


| © eſt and moſt valuable prerogative of doing good: 


And we can give no greater proof of the truſt we 
* repoſe in his Majefty's gracious diſpoſition, than 


putting the ſame entire revenue into his hands, 


* which her late Majeſty died poſſeſſed of; whoſe 
© yirtues we all admired, and of whoſe affection 
and concern for the religion, laws and liberties of 
this kingdom, we had ſo long experience. 


As the crown itſelf deſcends immediately, and 


knows no vacancy, the Commons have taken care 
that the revenue ſhould follow it as cloſe as poſlible, 


for they have given all the diſpatch to this grant 


* which the forms of their proceedings would allow; 
* ſo that when his Majeſty ſhall AS to anſwer the 


© impatient deſires of his people, by coming to 


take poſſeſſion of his kingdoms, he will find him- 
ſelf 
u 


he had inherited them, he would have wanted ane 

Proof of the duty, and affection, and unanimity 

* of his ſubjects. | 

_ © -Qur deſire is, that this may be looked upon as 

© an. carneſt and pledge of that zeal and 5530 
| | | hic 


ually eſtabliſhed in theſe revenues, as if he 
had ſucceeded to all by an uninterrupted right of 
© inheritance : The only difference is this, that if 


| 
i 
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which we ſhall always retain, and which upon eve. 
ry occaſion we ſhall be ready to demonſtrate to 
his Majeſty's perſon and Government: As ſuch, 
we hope his Majeſty: will graciouſly accept it at 
this time; and hereafter, when he ſhall have had 
experience of this firſt voluntary offering of his 
loyal Commons, we hope he will find it to his ſa- 
tisfaction, as large and as ample as he could wiſh, 
might but the term of the grant be as long as we 


could wiſh! fince it is to haye equal continuance 
with his Majeſty's life. 


GK A RM A A a aA M RX _ 8& Aa 


My Lords, 1 

< 'The bill which the Commons have paſſed for 

the purpoſes I have mentioned, is intitled, 4 

alt for the better ſupport of his Majeſty*s houſhold, 
and of the honour and dignity of the crown of Great- 
Britain. | 

© They have alſo prepared another bill, as well 
for the rectifying miſtakes in the names of the Com. 
* miſſuners for the land-tax, as for raiſing ſo much as 
6 75 wanting to make up the ſum of fourteen hundred 
* thouſand pounds, intended to be raiſed by lottery for 
the public ſervice, in the year 1714. This having 
© been recommended to their care, and appearing 
* to them to be neceſſary for his Majeſty's and the 
« public ſervice, they have reaſon to think they have 
now abundantly ſupplied the defect in the ee 
« proviſion; and in this aſſurance, they humbly 
« preſent this bill alſo for the royal aſſent. 


R KA 


Then the Lords Juſtices gave the royal aſſent to 


the three following public bills: 


1. An a# for the better ſupport of his Majeſty's 
houfhold, and of the honour and dignity of the crown of 
Great-Britain. | op V 

2. An att for refifying miſtakes in the names of the 
Commiſſioners for the land-tax, for the year one MM 

fon 0 
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ve. Wl ſeven hundred and fourteen , and for raiſing ſo much 

to 45 is wanting to make up the ſum of fourteen hundred 
ch, ouſand pounds, intended to be raiſed by a lottery for ; 
at Ml the public ſervice in the ſaid year. | 
nad 8. An att to enable perſons now reſiaing in Great- N 
his Britain, to take the oaths, and to do all other acts in i 
fa. Great- Britain, requifite to qualify themſelves to con- | 


h; inne their reſpettive places, offices, and employments, | 
we in Ireland. f 
Ce 


After which the Lord Chancellor, being one of 
the Lords Juſtices, in their name made the follow- | = 
ing ſpeech to both houſes of Parleament. | 


for | 
An My 8 and Gentlemen, 

ld, E cannot but expreſs our greateſt fatisfacti⸗ The Lords | 
at- | on, and, in his Majeſty's name, return . 


you thanks, for the convincing proofs which you both houſes, 
ell have given, in this ſeſſion, of your duty and af- 
. fection to his Majeſty, and of og zeal for his 


as government. | 
ed We muſt particularly thank you, Ge of A 
or the Houſe of Commons, for the aids which you have is 
Ng granted to his Majeſty, for the better ſupport of 
ng WW the honour of the crown, and for preventing any 
he diſappointment in the ſupplies given in the laſt 
ve ſeſſion.for the ſervice of this year. You may be 
er aſſured, that the unanimity, the cheerfulneſs, and 


ly the diſpatch with which you have proceeded m 
granting theſe aids, will render them yet more ac- 
ceptable” to his Majeſty. And you may depend 

to upon our making a fairhful OT: thereof 


to him. 
5 My Lords and Gentlemen, 
of All neceſſary buſineſs being now happily con- 

cluded,” it will be proper for us to put a ſpeedy : 
be end to this ſeſſion. We think fit, at preſent, in | 


1d his Majeſty's name, to deſire you forthwith re- 
n ſpectively 
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ſpectively to adjourn yourſelves until Wedneſdey 
NERT. 


Accordingly both houſes immediately adjourned 
to Wedneſday the 25th of Auguſt, when being met 
again, the Commons ordered that their Speaker be di. 
fired to print the ſpeech by him made the Saturday be. 
fore. Then Mr. Secretary Bromley acquainted the 
houſe, that the Lords Juſtices had received his Ma. 
jeſty's anſwer to the humble addreſs of this houſe at 
the beginning of this ſeſſion; which he Pre ſented to 
the houſe; as was related before. 

After this the Lords Juſtices went to the houſe 
of Peers, and the Commons being ſent for up, and 
attending, the Lord Chancellor, in the name of 
their Excellencies, made the r To to 
both houſes: 

My Lords and Gentlemen, 

A VING, fince your late adjournment, recei- 
4H ved his Majeſty's moſt gracious anſwer, un- 
der his ſign manual, to your ſeveral addreſſes; and 
by his Majeſty's command, ordered them to be de- 
livered to you reſpectively: We do now, in his Ma- 

The Parlia- jeſty's name, prorogue this preſent Parliament till 

rogued, Au. 7 Purſday the twenty third day of September next: 

gf 25th. And this preſent Parliament is accordingly 1 
gued to Thurſday = — third day of Sepiem- 
ber next. 


After ſeveral prorogayons, on the fifth of January, 
the King in council ſigned the following Proclama- 
tion, for diſſowing the preſent Parliament. 


GEORGE R. 


HEREAS we have 60 fit, by and 
with the advice of our Privy- council, to 


W. the preſent Parliament, which now ſtands 
prorogued 


fol 


to 


ds 
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prorogued to Thurſday the thirteenth day of this 
inſtant January; We for that end publiſh this 
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our royal proclamation, and do hereby diſſolve 


the faid Parliament ' accordingly : And the Lords 
ſpiritual and temporal, and the Knights, Citizens, 


and Burgeſſes, and Commiſſioners for ſhires and 


burghs of the houſe of Commons, are diſcharged 
from their meeting on Thur/day the ſaid thirteenth 
day of this inſtant January. And we being re- 
ſolved to meet our people, and have their advice 
in Parliament, do hereby make known to all our 
loving ſubjects, that we will ſpeedily call a new 
Parliament. | | 


Given at our Court at St. James's, the fifth day 


ef January, 1714. In the firſt year of our 
reign. 


Ten days after, the King in council, ſigned che 


following Proclamation for calling a new Parlia- 


ment. 
GEORGE R. 
T having pleaſed "Almighty Go p, by moſt 


remarkable ſteps of his Providence, to bring 
us in ſafety to the Crown of this Kingdoms, not- 


withſtanding the deſigns of evil men, who ſhewed - 


themſelves diſaffected to our ſucceſſion, and who 
have fince, with the utmoſt degree of malice, 
miſrepreſented our firm reſolution, and uniform 


endeayours to preſerve and defend our- moſt ex-/ 


cellent conſtitution both in Church and State, 
and attempted by many falſe ſuggeſtions to 


render us ſuſpected to our people; We cannot 
| omit, on this occaſion of firſt ſummaning our 


Parliament of Great-Britain (in juſtice to our- 
ſelves, and that the miſcarriages of others may 
not be imputed to us, at a time when falſe impreſ- 

2 ſions 
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ſions may do the greateſt and irrecoverable hurt be. 
fore they can be cleared up) to ſignify to our whole 
kingdom, that we were very much concerned, on 
our acceſſion to the crown, to find the public af. at 
fairs of our kingdoms under the greateſt difficultics, b 
as well in reſpect of our trade and the interruption of 
our navigation, as of the great debts of the na- 
tion, which we were ſurprized to obſerve, had 
been very much increaſed ſince the concluſion of the 
laſt war. We do not therefore doubt that if the 
enſuing elections ſhall be made by our loving ſub- 
jects, with that ſafety and freedom which by law 
they are intituled to, and we are reſolved to main- 
tain to them, they will ſend up to Parliament the 
fitteſt perſons to redreſs the preſent diſorders, and 
to provide for the 1 and happineſs of our king. 
doms, and the caſe of our people for the future, 
and therein will have a particular regard to ſuch as 
ſhewed a firmneſs to the Proteſtant - ſucceſſion, when 
it was moſt in danger: We have therefore found it 
neceſſary, as well for the cauſes aforeſaid, as for 
other weighty conſiderations concerning us and our 
kingdoms, to call a Parliament, and we do accord- 
ingly declare, That with the advice of our Privy— 
council, we have this day given order to our Chan- 
cellor of Great. Britain, to iſſue out writs, in due 
form, for the calling a new Parliament; which 
writs are to bear Teſte on Monday the ſeventeenth 
day of this inſtant January, and to be returnable on 
Thurſday the ſeventeenth day of March next fol- 
lowing. _ + 
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Given at our Court at St. James's, the fifteenth 


day of January, 1714. In the firſt year of N Wi 
ourreign, e | 
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A Liſt of thi Parliament which met 


at Weſtminſter the 17th day of March 171 5, 
being the firſt Tuan! of King George i N 


A LIST of de PEERS. 


Nor E, Thoſe mark'd thus * were ay age. 


1 


— 


1 


His Royal Highneſs Geo. 


Auguſtus, Prince of 


Wales, Se. 


DUKES, Ge. 

William Cowper, Lord 
Cowper, Lord High 
Chancellor of Great- 
Britain. 

Daniel Finch, Earl of 
Nottingham „Lord 
ed of the Coun- 
Cl 

Thomas Wharton, Earl 
of Wharton, Lord 
Privy Seal. 


Thomas Howard, D. 


of Norfolk, Earl Mar- 
ſhal, and Hereditary 
Marſhal of England. 


William Cavendiſh, D. 


of Devonſhire, Lord 
Steward oſ the King's 
Houſhold. 

Charles Talbot, Duke 
of . Lord 


Vol. VI. 


Chamberlain of the 
King's Houſhould. 

Charles Seymour, Duke 
of Somerſet, Maſter 
of Horſe. 


Charles Fitz-Roy, D. of 


Cleveland and South- 
ampton. 


Charles Lenos, D. of 


Richmond, 

Charles Fitz-Roy, D. of 
Grafton. 

James Butler, D. of Or- 
mond, 


* Henry Somerſet, D. 


of Beaufort. 
George Fitz-Roy, D. of 
Northumberland. 


Charles Beauclair, D. of 
St. Albans, Captain 


of the band of Gen- 
tlemen Penfioners. 


Charles Pawlet, D. of 


Bolton. 
Meinhardt Schonberg'; 
D. Schonberg. 


T | Peregring | 


"OF 


at 
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Peregrine Oſborne, D. 
of Leeds. 


* Wriotheſly Ruſſel, D. 


_ of Bedford. 

John Churchill, D. of 
Marlborough, Captain 
General. 


John Sheffield, D. of 
Buckinghamſhire and 


Normanby. 


John Manners, D. of 


Rutland. 

John Mountagu, D. of 
Mountagu. 

James Graham, D. 'of 
Montroſe. 

John Ker, D. of Rox- 
borough. 

* Charles Douglas, D, 


MARQUISSES. 


Robert Bertie, Marquiſs 
of Lindſey, LordGreat 
Chamberlain of Eng- 


land. 
yn Pierpont, Mar- 


dul of Re. 


ANL. 


James Stanley, Earl of 
= ley 


+ Te ting Haſting, 
Earl of Huntin gdon. 
Thomas Herbert, E. of 

Pembroke and Mont. 


ome 
* 1 4 
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Henry Howard, E. of 


Juoohn ney; E. of Lei. 
en GN eib E. of 
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Henry Clinton, E 4 


Lincoln. 


Suffolk and Bindon, 
r Eg Earl-Marſhal 


ngland. 

Lionel Cranfield Sack- 
ville, E. of Dorſet and 
Middleſex, Lord War- 
den of the Cinque. 
Pon. _ 

James Cecil, E. of Sa- 

liſbury. 

John Cecil, E. of Exe. 
ter. 

Pond, Earl 

of Bridgewater, Lord 


Chamberlain to the 
Prince. 


Northampton, Con- 
| ſtable of 2 Tower of 
London. 


128 Edward- Henry | Rich, 
E. of Warwick and 
„„ 

Baſil F xlding, E. of 


Denbigh. 
Thomas Fane, E. of 
Weftmoreland. E. of 
Charles Montagu, E. o 
Fiancheſter⸗ 
Henry Bowes Howard, 


E. of Berkſhire. 
John Savage, 72 Ri- 
0 


Charles 


les 


Charles Mordaunt, Earl 
of Peterborough and 
Monmouth. 

Thomas Grey, Earl of 

Stamford. 

Heneage Finch, Earl of 
Winchelſea. 

Philip Stanhope, E. of 
Cheſterfield. 

Thomas Tufton, E. of 
Thanet. | 

Charles Spencer, E. of 
Sunderland, Ld. Lieu- 
tenant of Ireland. 

Nicholas . Leak, E. of 
Scarſdale. 


| Edward =" ei E. 


of Sandwich. 


Edward Hyde, 4 HI 


Clarendon, 

* William Capel, E. of 
Eſſex. 

George Brudenel, E. of 
Cardigan. 

Arthur Anneſley, E. of 
Angleſey. 

Charles Howard, E. of 

Carliſle. 


Thomas Bruce, E. of 


Aileſbury.- 
Richard Boyle, E. of 
Burlington. 
* Anthony- Aſhley — 2 
per, Earl fl Aut: 


bury... 
Laan ds Lee, E. 
of Latchfield.' 
Thomas Lennard, E. of 
oulſex, N 


DEBAT ES. 


Charles-Bodvile Robar ts, 
E. of Randor, Trea- 


ſurer of the Chamber. 


William Fallouy E. of 
Yarmouth. ' 

James Berkeley, E. of 
Berkeley. 


Henry Hyde, E. of Ro- | 


cheſter. 

Montague- VendblesBer- 
tie, E. of Abingdon. 

* Baptiſt Noel, E. of 
Gainſborough. | 

Robert Darcey, E. of 
Holderneſs. 

Other Windſor, E. of 
Plymouth. 

T James Ratcliff, E. of 
Derwentwater. 

+ Henry-Stafford How- 
ard, E. of Stafford. 
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Henry Bentick, E. f 


Portland. 


Arthur Herbert, E. of 


Torrington. 
Richard Lumley, E. of 
Scarborough. 


George Booth, E. of 


Warrington. 


Richard Newport, E. of 


Bradford. 


Frederick Zuleſtein,, E., 


of Rochford. 
Arnold Jooſt van Kepel, 
E. of Albemarle. 
Gilbert Coventry, E. of 


Coventry. 
Edward Ruſſcl, E. of 
Orford, firſt Commil- 
1 2 | ſioner 


2 
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fioner of the Admi- 

_ ralty. 

William Villers, E. of 
Jerſey. 

Henry D- Auverquerque, 
E. of Grantham. 

Jonn Campbell, E. of 
Greenwich, (and Duke 
of Argyle) General of 
the forces in Scotland. 

John Poulet, E. Poulet, 

Francis Godolphin, E. 
of Godolphin, Cof- 
ferer to the King. 

_ Cholmondeley, 
E. of Cholmondeley 
Treaſurer of the Houſ- 

had. 

Robert Harley, E. of 
Oxford and Earl Mor- 


timer. 


Robert Shirley, E. of 


Ferrers. 
Thomas Wentworth, E. 
of Strafford. 


William Legg, E. of 


Dartmouth. 


James Brydges, E. of 


Caernarvan. | 
Lewis Watſon, E. of 
Rockingham. 
Charles Bennet, E. of 
Tankerville. 
Charles Montague, E. of 


Hallifax, firit Com- 
miſſioner of the Trea- | 


ſury. 


Heneage F dk, E. of 


_ Aylesford, Chancellor 


A. 17 Ig, A. 

of the Duchy of Lan. Joh 

- Caſter, 1 
John Hervey, E. of Bri. Ch 
ſtol. 5 


Thomas Pelham, E. of Ed 
Clare. N 
Henry Paget, E. of Us. W +] 
bridge, Captain of the | 
Yeomen of the Guard, 


 VISCOUNTS, 

Charles Townſhend, Viſ. 
count Townſhend, Se. 

cretary of State. 

Price Devereux, Viſ. He. 
reford. 

+ Henry Brown, Viſ. 
Montacute. 

Lawrence Fines, Vi, 
Say and Sele. 

7 Lawrence Bellaſyſe, 
Viſc. Falconberg. 
William Hatton, Vi. 

— 75 
Talbot Yelverton, Vi, 
Longueville. | 
* Henry Lowther, Vil. 

Lonſdale. 


WWP 


Henry St. John, Viſc. 


Bolingbroke. g 


Henry Obrian, Viſ. Tad- 


caſter, 


 __ BARONS. 

George Nevil, Lord A- 
bergavenny. 

t James Touchet, Lord 


Audley. 
John 


A. 1715. 

John Weſt, Lord De la 
War. \ 

Charles Mildmay, Lord 
Fitzwalter. 

Edward Ward, Lord 
Dudley and Ward. 

+ Edward Stourton, Ld. 
Stourton. _ 

Dr. George Verney Ld. 
Willoughby of Brook. 

Charles Willoughby Ld. 
Willoughby of Par- 
ham. 


| Thomas Howard, Ld. 
Howard of Effin g- 


ham. 


William North, Lord 


North, and Ld. Gray 
of Rolleſton. 
Willam Ferdinand Cary 
Lord Hunſdon. 
William St. John, Lord 
St. John of Bletſno. 
James Compton Lord 
Compton. 
7 * Robert Petre, Lord 
Petre. 
+ Henry Arundel Ld. 
Arundel of Wardour. 
Richard Lumley, Lord 
Lumley. 
+ Charles Dormer, Ld. 
Dormer. 
T Henry Roper, Lord 
Teynham. 
William Grevill, Lord 
Brooke. 
Nevil Lovelace, Lord 
Lovelace. 
T 3 
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Banaſter Maynard, Lord 
Maynard. 

Charles Howard, Lord 
Howard of Eſcrick. 
Charles Bruce, Ld. Bruce. 
Edward Leigh, Lord 

Leigh. 
William Byron, Ld. By- 
ron. 

T William Widdrington, 
Lord Widdrington. 
John Colepeper, Lord 

Colepeper. 
Peregrine Bertie, Lord 
Willoughby of Ereſby 
Robert Sutton, Lord 
Lexington. 
+ Marmaduke Lang- 
dale, Id. Langdale. 
William Berkley, Lord 
Berkley of Stratton, 
firſt Commiſſioner of 
trade. 
Charles Cornwallis, Ld. 
_ Cornwallis. 
Nathaniel Crew Lond 
Crew, and Lord Bi- 
ſhop of Durham. 
John Arundel, Lord A- 
Arundel of Trerice. 
* William Craven, Ld. 
Craven. 
+ Hugh Clifford, Lord 
| Clifford of Chudleigh. 
Peregrine HydeOſborne . 
Lord Oſborne. 
John Carteret, Ld. Car- 
teret, 


William 5 
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William Stawell, Lord 
Stawell. 

Francis North, Ld. Guil- 

ford. 

+ James Waldgrave,Ld. 
Waldgrave. 

John Affiburnham, Ld. 
Aſnburnaam. 

Thomas Farmer, Lord 
Limpſter. 

Charles Butler, Ld. Bur- 

ler of Weſton. © 


Henry Herbert, Ld. Her- 


bert of Cherbury. 


Maurice Thompſon, Ld. 


Haverſham. 
John Somers, Lord So- 
- mers. 


Chriſtopher Vane, Lord 


Barnard. - 
* John-Leveſon other, 
Lord Gower. 
Francis-Seymour Con- 
way, Lord Conway. - 
Simon Harcourt, Lord 
Harcourt. 
Charles Boyle, Ld. Boyle, 
and Earl of Orrery. 
George Hay, Ld. Hay. 


Thomas Windſor, Lord 


Mountjoy. 
Thomas Manſel, Lord 
Manſel. 


Thomas Willoughby, 


Lord Middleton. 
Thomas Trevor, Lord 
Trevor. 


George Granville, Lord 


* 


Samuel Maſham, Lord 

Maſham. | 

Thomas Foley, Ld. Fo- 
le 

Alles Bathurſt, Lord 
Bathurſt. 

Robert Benſon, Lord 
Bingley. 

JamesSaunderſon, Lord 

Saunderſon. 

Bennet Sherrard, Lord 
Harborough. 

Gervaſe Pierrepont, Ld, 
Pierrepont. - 

Henry Boyle, Lord Car- 
leton. 

Richard Temple, Lond 
_ Cobham. : 


ARCHBISHOPS 
and. BISHOPS. 
Dr. Thomas Tenniſon, 
Lord: Archbiſhop of 

Canterbury. 

Sir William Dawes, Bart. 

Lord Archbiſhop of 
York. 9 

Dr. John Robinſon, Ld. 
Biſhop of London, 

Dr. Nathaniel Crew, L. 
Bp. of Durham, and 
Lord Crew. 


Sir Jonathan Trelawny, 


Bart. L. Bp. of Win- 
cheſter. 

Dr. William Lo; d, Ld, 
Bp. of Wor 


Dr, 
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Dr. John Hou _ Ld. Dr. Charles Trimnel, Ld. 
Bp. of Liteh Bp. of Norwich. 
Coventry. | Dr. William Fleetwood, 
Dr. e I)d. Bp. of Ely 
Ld. Biſhop of Peter- Dr. Thomas Mangia: 
borough. ham, Ld. Bp. of Chi- 
Dr. William Talbot, Id. cheſter. 
Biſhop of Oxford. Dr. Philip Biſs, Ld. Bp. 
ord Dr. John Evans, Ld. Bp. of Hereford. . _. 
of Bangor, Ld. Almo- Dr. Adam Ottley, L. Bp. 


ord moner to the Prince. of St. David's. 
Dr. William Nicholſon, Dr. Francis Atterbury, 
Ld, Ld. Bp. of Carliſle. Ld. Bp. of Rocheſter. 
, Dr. George Hooper, Ld. Dr. George Smalridge, 
= Biſbop of Bath and ILAd. Bp. of Briſtol, 
| k','/ © ADE Id. Almoner to the 
ord Dr. Willliam Wake, L. King. 
Bp. of Lincoln. Dr. Francis Gaſtrel, Ld. 
Dr. John Tyler, L. Bp. Bp. of Cheſter. 
l of Llandaff. Dr. Richard Willis, Ld. 
Dr. 2 Blackhall, Bp. of Glouceſter. 
* Ld. Biſhop of Exe- Dr. - Jon Wynn, L. Bp. 
of 8 St. Aſaph. | | 
1 The Sixteen, PRE RS of SCOTLAND. 
= James 5 Duke VP George Gordon, Earl of 
* Montroſe, Secretary of _ Sutherland, . 
. Ser P; CG. George Hamilton, Earl 
4 John Ker, Duke of Rox- of Orkney, Gentle 
burgh, Lord Privy- man of the Bed-Cham- 
Seal of Scotland, P.C. Ion! in extraordinary to 
£ John Hay, Marquis of his Majeſty. _ 
7 Twedale. Vere Dada Earl of 
| William Johnſton, Mar- Stair. P., C. 
quis of Annandale, Archibald Campbel, E. 
Lord Chancellor of of Ifla, Lord Regiſter 
Scotland, P. C. of Scotland. P. C. 
s 8 5 4 David 
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David Erſkine, Earl of Henry Scot, Earl of De. MW Th 


Buchan. loraine. 
Stewart, Ear! William Roſs, Ld. Rog, He 
r John Hamilton, Lord 


ohn Leſl Earl of Belhaven, Gentleman 
Rothes, . Admi- of the Bed- Chamber 
ral of Scotland. tothe Prince of Wales. 


The Houſe of Commons. Jo 


No TE, Where the blanks are left, the ſame Mem- 
bers were 55 for the ſame places again. 


—— 


Mar of the laſt Par- Members of the new Par- 
lament. liament. 


B EDF ORD HIRE 4. 
Sir Pynſent Charnock Bar. William HullerſdenEſq 


John Huy Eſq 

| Bedford. 
John Cater Eſq; William Farrer Eſq, 
1 Samuel Rolt Eſq; * Thurlo Brace Eſq; 


BERKSHIRE 9. 


＋ Sir John Stonehouſe 
Bart. 


+ Robert Packer Eſa; 
New Windſor. 


Charles Aldworth Eſq; + Robert Gayer Eſq; 
+ Chriſtopher Wren Eſq | 


Reading. 
+ Felix Calvert Eſq; 
T Robert Clargis Eſq; 
Wallingford. 


: Richard Brigg Eſq; ; Edmund Dunch Eſq; 


Thomas 


1 . 
De. 


085. 
ord 
nan 
ber 


les. 
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Thomas Renda Eſq; * William Hucks Eſq; 
Abingdon. 
Hon. Sim. . By: James Jennings Eſq; 
14. 
Rt, Hon. John Lord Viſ- Richard Elampden Eſqz 
count Fermannagh. 
+ John F dana Eſq; 
Buckingham. 


Thomas Chapman Eſq; Alexander Denton Eſq; 


John Ratcliffe Eſq; *Abraham FRY Eſqz 
Chipping-Wicomb. 
* Sir Thomas Lee Bar. 
*Sir John Witterong Bar. 
Ailleſbury. _ rs 
John Eſſington Eſq; * John Deacle Eſq; 


| Simon Harcourt Eſqz Nathaniel Mead Eſq; 


Agmondeſham. 
Montague - Garrard 
Drake Eſq; 


James Herbert Eſqz + Lord Viſ. Ferman- 


Wendover. 


nagh. 
* Rt. Hon. James Stan- Richard Greenville Eſq; 


hope Eſq; Secretary of 
State. 
* Sir Roger Hill Kant. 
Great-Marlow, - 
Sir James Etheridge Kt. * Rt. Hon. Lord Shel- 


+ George Bruere Eſq; burne. 
CAMBRIDGESHIRE. 6. 
+ John Bromley Eſq; 
John Jenyns Eta; 
Cambridge-Univerlſity. 17 


T Hon. Dixey Windſor 
Eſq; Keeper of the 
Stores in the Tower. 


F Thomas Paſke L. L. D. 


Cambridge. 
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Cambridge. 
ton 


8 


＋ Sir Jon Hynde Cot- 


- 
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Samuel Shepheard, Jun. + Thöne Sclater © El 


Nan A Yo 4. 


+ Sir George Warburton 
Bar. 


Charles Cholmondeley 
2 Eſq; "LB Co ee 
City of Cheſter. 


Bar. 
Peter e 


I Sir William Gn Bar. 


+ John Trevanion Eſq; 


Dunhivid, alias Laun- 
ceſton. 


＋ John Anſtis Eſq; 


5 4 Edward Hearle Eq; 


Leſkard. 
William Bridges Eſq; 
+ Philip Raſhleigh Eſq; 
| Leſtwithiel. 
Sir Thomas Clargis Bar. 
Eraſmus Lewis "Ely 5 
Truro, 
William Collier Ela; 
Thomas Hare Eſq; 
Bodmin. 


Hon. Fran. Robarts Eſq; 


Thomas Sclater Eſq; 
Helſton. 
Alex. Pendarves Eſq; 


Thomas Tonken Eiq; 


Saltaſh. 
Jonathan Eldford Eſq; 
+ William Shippen Elq; 


6 Eon. Langham Booth 
* 5 


+ Sir Henry Bunbury 


= Sir Rd. Sor Bar, 
[WA LL 44. 


85 oY MN 4 


* Thomas Lyddat Eſq; 
* Sie 88 


* Coll. Sa 


" I 4 Ek 


1 Joh Leigh Eſq; 


80 Gilbert Heathcote. 
* *5 ney Godolphin Eſq; 


+ Stilton Galmady Eſq; 


Camel- 


th 


IF, 


] 
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Camelford. 

Sir Bowchier Wray Bar. 

James Nichols Eſq; 

* alias Weſt- 


Sir Charles Wii Ent, 
Hon. John 1 7 1 


"= e * 


Right Hon Tho. Coke 
Eſq; Vice-Chamber- 
lain, 

Andrew Quick Eſq; 

Eaſtlow, 

Right Hon. Sir Charles 
Hedges Kt. 

Edward Jenings Eſq; 


Penryn. 


Right Hon. Hugh Boſ- 
cawen Eſq; Comptrol- 


ler of the Houſhold. 
* Samuel Trefuſis Elqz 
Tregony. -! * ** 
* Sir Edmund Prideaux 
Bar. | 


*James Craigs jun. Eq; 


' Boſliney. © 
Sir William Pole Bar. 
Paul Orchard Eſq; 

St. Ives}. -: 


Sir Wm. Pendarves * 


John Hopkins Eſq; - 

. | 

Henry Vincent jun. Eſq; 

Germain Wych Eſq; 
St, Germains, 

Edward Eliot Eſq; 

5 3 Knight Eſqg 
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* 58 . Eſq; 
* "OR 1 = 


. Thomas Maz ynard 1B; h 
* G Delaval En 


* Charles. Cock Eſa; 
ern of T rade. 


© Hon. John Weſt Ef 


* John Smith Ela 
* Sir James Bateman Kr. 


- 3 CartwrightEſa; 


* Samuel ee Eſq; 


* Lord Henry Pawlet. 
* Sir John Hobbart Bar, 
+ Jonathan Elford Eſq; 
* John Benſon Eſq; 
St, 
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St. Michael. 1 
Sir Henry Bellaſis Knt. Nath. Blackiſtone Eſq; «I 
Sir John Statham Ent. Rob. Moleſworth Eſq; 
Newport. Commiſſioner 8 trade. 


J Sir Nich. Morice Bar. 5 
Humphrey MoriceEſq; 


St. Mawes. # eee 5 T 
Francis Scobell Eſq;  * WilliamLowndes Eſq; 
Edward Rolt Eſq; John Chetwynd Eſq; f 
13 Kellington. | N ; 
T Sir John Coryton Bar. | 5 80 
T Samuel Rolle Eſq; 

| CUM 5 E R L AN D 6. 
* James Lowther Eſq; 
* Gilfrid Lawſon Eſq; 
Carliſle-City. 1 eons] 
Sir Chriſt. MuſgraveBar. * Will. Strickland Eſq; 


Cockermouth. 


Sollicitor-General. 
Joſeph Muſgrave Eſq; Mr. Secretary Stanhope. 
enn "ISI 
+ John Curzon Eſ x 
+ Godfrey Clark Ele | 
Derby. Te Fei der ES: 
Nathaniel Curzon Eſq * * Rt. Hon. Lord James 
Cavendiſh. 
Edward Munday Eſq; * William Stanhope Eſq; 
_ DEVONSHIRE 26. | 
Sir Wm. Courtney Bar. r 
Sir CoppleſtoneWarwick 
Bamfylde Bar. 
Exeter-City. 


John Rolle Ed, + John Bampfylde Eſq: 


_ F Francis Drew Eſq; 


Totneſs. 
Francis Gwyn Eſt 


T Steph. Northleigh Eſq; 


Arth. Champneys Eſq; 


2 
„ 


Plymouth. 


e. 


88 


I 
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Plymouth. 
Hon. Sir George Byng 


Knt. Commiſſioner of 


the Admiralty. 
* Sir John Rogers Bart. 
Okehampton. 
+ William Northmore 
Jun. Eſq; 
+ Chriſtopher Harris Eſq 
| Barnſtaple. | 
Sir Nicholas Hooper Kt. 
one of his Majeſty's 
Serjeants at law. 
+ Sir Arthur Chicheſter 
Bart. 
Plympton. 
Richard Edgcombe Eſq 
* George Treby Eſq; 
Honiton. 
Sir William Drake Knt. 
and Bart, 
James Sheppard Eſq; 
Taviſtock. 
* Sir John Cope Jun. Kt. 
James Bulteel Eſq; 
Aſhburton. 


Roger Tuckfeld Eſq; 
Ell. 


F Richard Reynel 
Clifton-Dartmouth- 
Hardnes. 

Sir William Drake Kant. 
and Bart. 
T John Fowndes Eſq; 
Boralſton. 
Sir Peter King Kt. 
Lawrence Carter Eſq; 


+ John Roll Eſq; 
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2 dir Wm. Courtenay Bar-. 


William Be Eſqʒ 


Francis Henry Drake 


Eſq; 


+ Joſeph Herne Eſq; 


* Horatio Walpole Jun! 


Eſq; 
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| Tiverton, 
* Sir Edward Northe 
Kt. Attorney-General, 


John Worth Eſq; l 
DORSETSHIRE.- 20. | + 
Es 1. 

* 


T Thomas Strangeways 
Jun. Eſq; 
+ George Chaffin Eſq; 
Pool. 


+ Sir William Lewen Kt. 


* George Trenchard Eſq; 


Dorcheſter. 

+ Sir Nathaniel Napier 
Bart. | 

+ Henry Trenchard Eſq; 

Lyme-Regis. 
+ Henry Henley Eſq; 
- JohnBurridgeJun. Eſq; 
Weymouth, 
Sir Thomas Hardy Knt. 
William Harvey Eſq; 
Melcomb-Regis. 

James Littleton .Eſq; 

- Commiſſioner of the 
Navy. 

Reginald Marriott Eſq; 

| Bridport. 

JohnHoſkins Gifford Eſq 

* William Coventry Eſq; 

Shafton alias 'Shaftſbury 
+ Edward Nicholas Eſa: 
Henry Whitaker Eſq; 

Wareham. 

* Right Hon. Tho. Erle 
Elq; Lieutenant of the 
Ordnance, and Gover- 
nor of Portſmouth. 


* George Pitt Eſq; 


William Betts Eſq; 
* Tho Strangevays Eſq; 


A. 1915; 4. 
| Jo 


* Tho. Ws Eſa, Com. 


of the Victualling. 


* John Henley Eſq; 


8 in. 3 vey, 
* Admiral Baker. 


1 Thomas Littleton Eſq; 


+ Samuel Ruſh Eſq; | 


Cor fe- 
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” Corfe-Caſtle. 7 
Richard Fownes Eſq; be " Bond Eva; 


John Bankes Eſq; * William Ogden Ek | 


DURHAM. + 
John Eden Eſq; 
+ John Hedworth Eſq; 
Durham-City. 
+ Thomas Conyers Eſa; 
* George Baker Eſq; | 
ESSEX XF. 


Bart. 
+ SirRichard Child Bart. 
Colcheſter. 


William Gore Es Fir Iſaac Rebow Kt. 


Malden. 
+ John CamynsEſq;Ser- 
jeant at law. 
Thomas BramſtonEſq; | 
Harwich. _ | | | 
Carew Hervey Mildmay * Sir Philip Parker Bart, 


dd LeonardCalvert * Thomas Heath Eſq; 


9 
CLOUCESTERSHIRE 8. 


Nicholas Corſellis Eſq; * Richard Ducane Eſq; 


John Berkley Efq;; © Matthew Duce Morton 


Thomas Stephens Eſq; _ Bis: 175 
| — . N | 
＋ Charles Cox Eſq; 
T John Snell Eſq; 
Tirenceſter. | | 
T Thomas Maſters Eſq; | 1 
* Benjamin Bathurſt Eſq; 1 | 
Tewkeſbury. | | 
William Dowdeſwell. | 
*AnthonyLechmereEſq; 


HER E- 


Sir Charles Barrington * Thor hath Eſq - 


287 


298 


PARLIAMENTARY A, 1715 A. 


"HEREFORDSHIRE 8. Hei 
Rt. Hon. James Ld. Viſ. + Richard . Eq; 5 
Scudamore. Sir 
+ Sir Tho. Morgan Bar. N Wi 
Hereford City. = 
Fon. James Brydges Eſq; + Rt. 155 the Ld, Viſ. Si 
| now E. of Caernarvan. Scudamore. Sir | 
+ Thomas Foley Eſq; | 
Auditor of the impreſt. : + ] 
Lempſter. 4 Chi 
+ Edw. Harley Eſq; Au- | 
dttor of the impreſt. 5 TR 
Henry . — Eſqʒ * Lord Conningſby. . 
| Woebly. 
John Birch Efq; Serjeant + Paul Foley Eſq; 2 
at law. 
Uvedale Price Eſq; 5 Cues Cornwall Eſq; fl 
| HERT ORDSHIRE 6. = 
| 4 RalphFreemanJunEſq 2 4 
Thomas Halſey Eſq; + Sir Tho. Seabright 
| . 5 ; 
* WillamGrieftoneElq ton 8 
John Gape Eſq; William Hale Eſq; * 
' Hertford. * 4 ST 
+ Charles Czfar Eſq; 1 | | 
+ Richard Gulſton Eſq; {Pier .. JOE | | 
' HHUNTINGDONSHIRE. 4 G 
Sir MatthewDudley Bar. ohn Biggs Eſq; e 
* Robert Piggot Eſq; | | . 
Huntingdon. DE] 
* Right Hon, Edw. Ld. 1 F 
Hinchingbroke. e, | 
Hon. Sidney Wortley, 1 


alias Montague, Eſq; - 
EENT naw 7 
Sir Edw. Knatchbul Bart. *Hon. MildmayFaneEſq 


Percival Hart Eſq; . 0 William Denne fa; 
Canterbury City. COPIES TE 


+ John Hardreſs Eſq; 
pt Henry 


J; 


Henry Lee Eſq; 
Rocheſter-City. 
Sir John Leake Kknt. 
William Cage Eſq; 
Maidſtone. 


*Sir Rob. Marſham Bar. 
Sir Samuel Ongley Knt. 


Queenborough. 
+ Thomas King Eſq; 
Charles Fotherby Eſq; 


A. 17155 DEB 
2. 11 al Thomas Hales Bar. 


*Sir John Jennings Knt. 
* Sir Thomas Palmer Knt. 


Sir Tho. Colepepper Rar. 


* Philip Jennings Eſqz | 


LANCASHIRE: 14:1; 


+Ric. Shuttleworth Eſq; 


+ John Bland Eſq; _ 
| Preſton. 3D 
Rt. Hon, Edw. South- 
well 
+ Henry F 
Lancaſter. 
Robert Heyſham Eſq; 
* Will. Heyſham Eſq; 
_ Newton, 
J. Ward Eſq; one of the 
King*sCounſel atLaw. 


Abrah. Blackmore Eſqʒ 


Wigan. 


+ Sir Roger -Bradſhaigh 


Bar, DOVE. 

George Kenyon Eſq; 

Clithero. 

Hon. Charles Stanley Eſq; 
declared a void Elec- 
tion, but no new writ 

ordered. I 

Thomas Lyſter Eſq; 

. Leverpoole., 


Sir Tho. Johnſon Kant. 
William Clayton Eſq; 


Vor. VI. 


ag Eſq; 
- * Dodding Braddyl Eſq; 


*8ir Hen. Houghton Bar. 


＋ Sir Francis Leiceſter 


* James E. of Barrimore. 


Ed w. Harvey 
Eſq; . 
| Double 
return. 
* Tho, Parker 
Eſq; | 


Edward Norris Eſqz 
U LEICES 


* 


ar. PS 
+ William Shippen Eſq; 
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PA ee A. 1719 
| LEICESTERSHIRE. 4. 
Sir Jeffery Palmer Bar. 
Sir Thomas Cave Bar. No Return, 
| Leiceſter, + | 
+ Sir G. Beaumont Bar | 
James Winſtanley $5.4 
afar LINCOL SHIRE. 12. 


Rt. Hon. Peregrine Ld. Sir John Brownlow Bar, 


Willoughby of Ereſby- 
+Sir Willoughby Hick- 
man Bar. 
Lincoln-Ciy. | 15 
Thomas Liſter Eſqz —*Sir John Tyrwhit Bar. 
you Sibthorpe Eſq; * Richard GranthamEſq; 


+ Richard Wynn Eſq; 
+ Henry Heron Eſq; 
Great Grimſby. _ 
Arthur Moore Eſq;  * Robert Chapling Eſq; 
WilliamCoatfworth Eſq; 1 Joſeph Banks Eſq; 
Stamford. 


Hon. Charles Cecil Eſa; 


Hon. Charles Bertie Eſq; 


Sir John Thorold Bar. Jy Edward Rolt Eſq 
Sir John Brownlow Bar. * John Heathcote iq; 
MIDDLESEX 8. TO 


+Hon. James Bertie Eſq; 

+ Hugh Smithſon Eſq; 
Weſtrinſter-City. | 

Sir Thomas.Crofs Bar. 

Tomas Medlicott Eſq; * Edward Wortley Mon- 
5 tagueEſq; Commiſſio- 
City of London. ner of the Treaſury. 

Sir William Withers Kut. Sir John Ward Ent. 
and Ald. and Ald. 

Sir Richard Hoare Knt. Sir Thomas Scawen 


and Al. Fa and Ad, 
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Sir John Caſs Knt. and * Robert Heyſham Eſq; 


Ald. r 
SirGeorge Newland Knt, * Peter Godfrey Eſq; 


MONMOUTHSHIRE. g. 
Sir Charles Kemys Bar. Thomas Lewis Eſq; 
John Morgan Eſq; q; 
ar Monmouth. 
Clayton Milborne Eſq; Coll. Peng Bray 
NORFOLK | 
*SirJacob Aſtley Kt. and 
Bar. Com. of trade. WOE 
ar, Sir Edmund Bacon Bar. Thomas De Grey Eſq; 
q; Norwich- City. . ö 
Robert Bene Eſſ; Waller Bacon Eſq; Com. 


of the victualling. 
Richard Berney Eſq; *Robert Brightiffe Eſq; 
Lynn-Regis. af.” 


q * Hon. Sir Charles Tur- 
ner Knt.Commiſſioner 
of the Admiralty. 
Rt. Hon. Robert Wal- 
pole Eſq;Paymaſter of 
the Forces, | 
| Great Yarmouth. | 
5 Richard Ferrier Eſd: Horatio Townſend Eſq; 
George England Elq; 
Thetford. e 
Sir William Barker Bar. + John Ward Eſq; 
Dudley North Eſq; e 
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. I ata 8 
n 


Caſtleriſing. | 
n * Hon. WilliamFielding | 
pe Eſq; | 7 
| * Horatio Walpole j jun. Charles Churchlll Eſa 
25 Ef 


NORTHAMPTONSHIRE g 
22 Sir Juſtinian Iſham Bar. 
. 7 Tho, Cartwright Eſq; r 

. U 2 Peterborough- 
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Peterborough- City. 95 . 
* Hon. John Fitz Wil- 5 
liams Eſa; be Laie 5 ] 
+ Charles Parker Eſq; „„ N 
Northampton. . 1 
Hon. George Montagu ; th, 
_ Eſq; Auditor of the = f 
Exchequer. 
+ William Wykes Eſq} __ 0 
Brackley. 8 = it 
John Burgh Eſq; Col. Will. Egerton f 


Henry Watkins Eſq; *Rt. Hon. Paul Methuen * 
| 270 Eq; Com, of the Tre 5 


Higham- Ferrers. _—] | 
Hon. Charles Leigh Eſq; _ | 4) 
NORTHUMBERLAND 8. | 
+ Right Hon. Algernon | 1 
Earl of Hertford. 38 | 
+ Tho. Foſter jun. Eſq; "= | 
Newcaſtle upon Tyne. + 
T Sir Wil. Biacket Bar. © 1 te 
T Will. Wrightſon Eſq; ; W =Y 
_ Morpeth. „ 
Sir John Germaine Bar. * Right Hon. the Lord 
| - _ Morpeth. 
Oley Douglaſs Eſq; * Right Hon. the Lord 
Caſtlecomer. 5 
Berwick upon Tweed. 4 
Richard Hampden Elq; * Grey Nevil Eſq; 
William Ord Eſqz Tho. Barrington Shute 


9 
NOTTINGHAMSHIRE 8. 
1 1 Fr. Willoughby 


q 

+ William Levinz Eſq; 1 
Nottingham. : b 

Robert Sacheverel Eſq; #* Jong N I | 

Burlace Warren Eſq; * W eee 


TR * 1 


15 


ten 
Tea- 


ord 


ord 


ute 
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Eaſt-Retford. 
+ John Digby Eſq; On | | 
Francis Lewis Eq; Thomas White Eſq; 
Newark upon Trent. 3 | 
+ Hon. Ric. Sutton Eſq; 
Richard Newdigate Eſq; Hon. c Daicy | 


Eſq 
OXON 9. 
| +SirRob. Jenkinſon Bar, 
+ Francis Clarke Eſq; 


Oxford-Univerſity. 

+ Sir Will. Whitlocke 
Knt. one of the King's 
Counſel at Law. 


I William Bromley Eſq; 


Oxon-City. 
+ Sir John Walter Bar. 
Clerk Comptroller of 
of the Green-cloth. 
+ Thomas Rowney Eſq; 
New Woodſtock. 


| * Sir Tho. Wheate Bar. 
* William Cadogan Eſq; 


Maſter of the Robes, 
and Colonel of the ſe- 
cond regiment of foot- 
guards, 
Banbury. 
Sir Jonath. Cope Kt. 
| RUTLANDSHIRE 2. 
Rt. Hon. Daniel Lord 
Finch. 
Rt. Hon. Bennet Lord * Hon. John Noel Eſq; 
Sherrard, now Lord 
Harborou gh. 5 
S AL OP 132. 
The Rt. Hon. Henry Id. 8 
Newport. | 
John Kynaſton Eſq; by Sir Robert t CorbetBar: 
1 | 93 Salop- 
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Salop- Town. 


Edward Creſſet Eſq; 
+ Corbet Kynaſton Eſq; 


Bruges alias Bridgnorth. 

* Will. Whitmore Eſq; 

* John Weaver Eſq; 
Ludlow. 


Acton Baldwin Eſqz * 


* Humph. Walcot Eſq; 
Great Wenlock. 


Hon. Rich Newport Eq 


Sir Will. Forreſter Knt. 
Biſhops-Caſtle. 

Sir Rob. Raymond Kt. 

* Rich. Harnage Eſq; 


A. « T716, 
vet Thomas Jones Elg; 


f DA pie Herber Eſq; 


bs Tho. Newport Eſa; 
* William Forreſter Eſq; 


. Charles Maſon < xs 


SOMERSETSHIRE 


Sir Will. WyndhamBrt, 

Thomas Horner Eſq; 
Briſtol- City. 

* Joſeph Earl Eſq; 


T Tho. Edwards Jun. 
Bath- Cith. 


IJ Sam, Trotman 


Eſq; (| By the 
＋ J. Coddring- ( Mayor 
ton Eſq; 
Wells-City. 
Sir Thomas Worth Bart. 
T Maurice Berkeley Eſq; 
Taunton. | 
Sir Francis Warre Bart. 
+: Henry Portman Eſq; 
Bridgwater. 
T Nathaniel Palmer = 
Jun Rolle Eſq; © 


Minclicad, 


. Sir John Trevelyan Bart. 


— 


4- William Hellc Eſq; 


* Sir W. Daines) 
Knt. I Double 

+ Philip Freke ¶ return, 

q 13 l. 

* — Mitchel) 
.Efqy i; [ By tbe 

® Bramhall Freemen 
Eſq ] 

+ Col. Tho. —.— 

® 2 Dbdington Eſq; 


Commiſſioner of the 
": Mdmidalryo: 


Samuel Edwin EI, 


Sir 


715. 


g; 


en 


1e 


K. 1775. N BAT ES. 


Sir Jacob ks Knt. 2 James Milner Eſqʒ 
Ilcheſter. 
Sir James Bateman Kt. „Will. 18 Eſa | 
Edward Phelips Eſq; * John Hopkins Ela; * 
Milbourn-Port. 
Sir Thomas Travel Kt. + John Cox Eſq;. 
* James Medlycott Eſq; - 
SOUTHAM P TON. 
Sir Anthony Sturt kt. John Wallop Ef | 
Thomas Lewis Elqz' George Pitt Elqz 
Wincheſter- City. moo de LN 
+ George Bridges Efqz © | 
John Popham Eſq; 8 an FS e 7 
Southampton- Totun. N 
I Richard Fleming Eſq; 


Roger Harris Eſq; *Þ Thomas Lewis Eſq; 


Portſmouth. 
Hon. Sir James Wiſheart * Sir Edo Eraley Kt. 
Kt. 
Sir Tho. Mack worth Bart. by Sir Charles Wager Ke. 
 ſYarmouth. 
+ Henry Holmes Eſq; Io 2 eto adit 
Sir Gilbert Dolben Bart. + Sir Rob. Raymond Kt. 
Petersfield. Siler, 
+ Leonard Bilſon Eſq; 
Hon. Nort.Pawlett Efq; 8 
Newport alias Medena. 1 a 
Hon. John Webb Eſq; Col. Morgan. 
7 William Stephens Eſq; E iro if bro: Fe 
Stockbridge. mutt 
Rt. Hon. James Earl of * Martin Bladen Eſq; 6 
Barrimore, ; 7 N in 
Tho. Broderick Eſq; ; 
Newton. 
T James Worſley Eſq; 


Henry Worſley Eſq; Sir Rob. Worſley Bart. 
Chriſt - Church. . 9 8 
4 Sir Doug IG Bart. 


0, - _ Lymington. 
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+ Sir Tho. Hanmer Bart. 
Speaker. 


TSirRobert Davers Bart. 


Ipſwich. 


Richard Richardſon Eſqz 


Serjeant at law. 


Orlando Bridgman Eſq; 


. Dunwich, -— 
Sir Robert Kemp Bart. 


Sir Geo. Downing Bart. 


Orford. 


15 Edw. Turner 1 


PARLIAMENTARY A. 1715 
© PT | ö 
* Rt. Hon. Ld William 
Paulet. 
* Sir Joſeph Jekyll Knt. 
Chief Juſtce of Cheſter. 
Whitchurch,” - OE el i mage! * 8¹ 
Frederick Tilney Eſq; Major Gen. Carpenter. Ho! 
＋ Thomas Vernon Elq; 1 of | 

Andover, + 4 Torn vol am Th 

Gilbert Serle Eſq; | _ * John Wallop Eſq; TE 
* William Guidott Eſq; 

STAFFORDSHIRE 10. | *] 
Henry Vernon Eſq; * Rt. Hon. Lord Paget. *Y 
Ralph Sneyd Eſq; F 4 Ward Eſq; 

Litchfield-City. = 5 
Richard Dyot Eſq; 4 Walter Chetwynd Eſq N 
John Cotes Eſq; Samuel Hill Eſq; 
5 Stafford. a Fd a 
* Walter Chetwynd Eſq; 
Henry Vernon Jun. Eſq; Will. Chetwynd Eſq; 
Newcaſtle under Line. 
+ Rowland Cotton Eſq; 7 
William Burſlem * + Henry Vernon Eſq; 
Tamworth. . 
Joſeph Girdler Eq; Ser- T William Ing Eſq; 
Jeant at law. I ITE 
＋ Sam. Bracebridge Eſa; 
SUFFOLK 


16. 


* Will, Churchill Eq; . 


* Will. Thompſon Eſq; 
Recorder of Lond. 
* Sir Robert Crt, 


* Col. 3 "= 
+ Clement 


ter, 


9 * 


. 


A. 1715. DEBATES. 


Clement Corrance Eſq; 
Aldborough. 


+Sir Hen. Johnſton Knt. 


+ Will. Johnſton Eſq; 
Sudbury, 
* Sir Harvy Elwys Bart, 


Hon. Rob. Echlin Eſqz Thomas Weſtern Eſq; 


Eye. ns 

Thomas Maynard Eſq; * Thomas Smith Eſq; 

Edward Hopkins Eſq; e 
St. Edmondſpury. 

* Rt. Hon, Car. Ld. Harvey. 

* Aubrie Porter Eſq; 21 # 

7 SURREY 15 

＋ Rt. Hon, Heneage Ld. FL 4 
Guernſey, Maſter of 
the Jewel-office. 

* Rt. Hon: Sir Richard - 
Onſlow Bart. Chancel- WOK Ch e ee 
lor of the Exchequer. 

Southwark. 


* John Lade Eſq; 


* Fiſher Tench Eſq; 
Blechingly. 
* George Evelyn Eſq; 
Thomas Onflow Eſq; 
Ryegate. 


| +Sir John Parſons Knt. 
* James Cocks Eſq; 


Guilford. 
* Denzil Onſlow Eſq; 
Com. of the victualing. 


* Morgan'Randyl' Eſq; 


Gatton. 
+William Newland Eſq; 
* Paub Docminique Eſq; 

Commiſſion. of trade. 
Haſlemere. 


297 


5 N Carew Eſa; Now Sir N, Curr, Bart. 
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PARLIAMENTARY A. 1715 
George Vernon Eg; ® . Mountague " 
 SUSSE X 8 
Henry Campion os N s Boteler ©" 
John Fuller jun. Eſq; Spencer Com 
qz Sf * 
+ _ Chicheſter-Civy, - | 2 Hon. 4p of 
Commons. 
William Elſon e Sir Rich. Farrington hn. 
Hon. Ja. Brudenel Eſq; Thomas Muller Eſq; 
__ _ Horſham. 
+ Char. Eversfield Eſq; Pp 
John Middleton Eſq; + Sir Harry Goring Bart, 
Midhurſt. n 
Sir John Prat Knt. now * John Forteſcue Aland 
a Judge of the King's z one of the King's 
Bench. Council; and Sollicitor 
General to the Prince 
+ William Knight Eſq; of Wales. 
Lees. N Y 
* Thomas Pelham Eſq; 
* John Morley Trevor 
New Shoram. 
Nathanael Gould Eſq; q | 
Fran. Chamberlaine Eſq; “ Sir Gregory Page Bart, 
Bramber. 
Rt. Hon. Francis Lord + Sir Tho. Styles Bart. 
HFawley. „„ 
| _ Andrews Windſor * Sir 7 28 Gough Kt, 
4 Steyning. 
Harry Goring Eſq; ; Major General Pepper. 
William Wallis Eſq; yu Robert oven OD. 
Eoäaſt- Grinſted. icq 
Hon. Spencer Comp- | 
ton Eſq; FH. 
a _ 8 E 40 


2M Ons Pitt jun. Eſq; 


DbERBAT ES. 


Rt. Hon. Richard Lord 1 General 2 
Lumley. 5 


Rt. Hon. Henry Earl of * Thomas Micklethwaite | 


Thomond, now Vif. _ Efq; 
Tadcaſter. 
WARWICKSHIRE 6. 
Sir John Mordaunt Bart. + William Peyto Eſa; 
+ Andrew Archer Eſq; 4X ali ee 
yd, 5.711000 29-65 
Sir ir Chriſtoph, Hales Bar. Col. Adolph. Oughton, 


Groom of the Bed- 


chamber to the Prince, 
Sir F abs Skipwith Bart. * Sir Tho. mel Bart. 
Warwick, | 
+ Hon. Dodington Gre- _ 
vile Eſq; _ 
7 Will. Colemore jun. 
Eq; | 
WESTMORE LA ND. * 
+ Hon. James Graham | 


a; | 
| * Daniel Wilſon Eſq; 


Apulby. 
* Sir Richard Sandford 
Bart. Warden of the 
Mint. | 
Thomas Lutwyche Eſq; 
one of the King's 
Counſel at law. | 
WILTSHIRE 34. 
+ Sir Richard How Bart. ; 
＋ Robert Hyde Eſq ' 
City of New Sarum. 
Sir Stephen Fox Knt, - + Francis Swanton kin 
Richard Jones Eſq; * Edm. Lampert "I 
| ton. 
5 John London Eſq; 
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Downeton. . 
* John Eyre Eſq; , 
Jann Sawyer 4 


Richard 8 Eſq; 
os Calthorpe jun. 
xctiafbury). 
5 Edward Aſhe Eſq; 
Pearce A*Court Eſq; 
i Weſtbury. 
Hon. Henry Bertie Ela; 
＋ Francis Anneſley Eſq; 
Calne. 
William Northey Eſq; 
Willam Hedges Eſq; 
vizes. 
Sir Robert Child Knt. 
John Nicholas Eſq; 
Chippenham. 
* John Eyles Eſq; 
John Norris Eſq; 
Malmeſbury. 


* Sir John Ruſhout Bart. 


* Joſeph Addiſon Eſq; 
Cricklade. 


hs Sir Thomas Read Bart. 


Samuel Robinſon Eſq; 
Great-Bedwin, 
Sir Edw. Seymour Bart. 


Thomas Millington Eſq; 


Ludgerſhal. 
John Ward Eſq; 


Robert Ferne Eſq; 
Old-Sarum. 
* Thomas Pitt ſen. Eſq; 
M Robert Pitt — 


T Char. Longueville Eſq; 


George Wade Eſq; 
* ReynoldCalthorpe Eſq; 


* William Aſhe Eſq; 


+ Hon. Willoughby Ber. ; 


tie Eſq; 
Sir Orlando Bridgman 


* Richard Chifwelf Eq 


Francis Eyles El; 
* Joſiah Diſton Eſq; 


* Giles Erle Eſq; 


Jacob Sawbridge Eſq 


* Spb Biſſe Eſq; 
* Wi liam Sloper Eſa; 


m John Web Eſq; Lieu- 


tenant-General, &c. 
1 oh. n Tao 


Wotton- 


— 


A. 1715. DEBATES. 301 
Wotton-Baſſet. 1 | | 
Edmund Pleydell Eſq; I Sir James Long Bar. 
Richard Creſwell Eſq; + William Northey Eſq;- 
Marlborough. 
Hon. Robert Bruce Eſq; * 3 r Will. Humphreys 
ar. 
Gabriel Roberts Eſq; * Joſhua Ward Eſq; 
WORCESTERSHIRE g. 
+Sir John Packington 
Samuel Pytts Eſq; _ Thomas Vernon Eſq; 
| Worceſter City, | 
+ Samuel Swift Eſq; 
* Thomas Wylde Eſq; 
Droitwich. 


I Richard Foley Eſq; 


+ Edward Jefferyes Eſq; 
Eveſham. hens 

Sir Edward Goodere Bar. * John Deacle IG, If 

* John Rudge Eſq; | ch 
Bewdley. | 

+ Salway Winnington By the old Chater, 1 

Eſq Grey James Grove, by 
the n, -: 


YORKSHIRE 30. 


Rt. Hon, Henry Lord * Sir Will. Courtenay, 
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| Majeſty approved. After this, his Majeſty was 


— 
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N the 17th of March, the Parliament of 

Great-Britain met at Weſtminſter according to 
the writs of ſummons; and on Monday, the 2 1ſt of 
March, the King came to the houſe of Peers with the 
uſual ſtate and ſolemnity; and the Commons being 
ſept for up, and attending, preſented the honourable 
Spencer Compton, Eſq; for their Speaker, whom his 


graciouſly pleaſed to declare from the Throne, 
That he had ordered the Lord Chancellor to de- 
« clare the cauſes of calling this Parliament, in his 
« Majeſty's name and words :* And accordingly the 
Lord Chancellor read to both houſes the follow- 
ing ſpeech, delivered into his hands by his Ma- 
jeſty. 8 | 


My Lords and Gentlemen, | 

HIS being the firſt opportunity that I have The King's 
had of meeting my people in Parliament, {> ©, 

ſince it pleaſed Almighty God, of his providence, 

to call me to the throne of my anceſtors, I moſt 

gladly make uſe of it to thank my faithful and 

loving ſubjects, for that zeal and firmneſs that 

hath been ſhewn in defence of the Proteſtant ſuc- 

ceſſion, againſt all the open and ſecret practices 

that have been uſed to defeat it: And I ſhall never 

forget the obligations I have to thoſe who have diſ- 

tinguiſhed themſelves upon this occaſion. 

It were to be wiſhed, that the unparallelled 
ſucceſs of a war, which was ſo wiſely and chear- 
tully ſupported by this nation, in order to procure 
a good peace, had been attended with a ſuitable 
concluſion : But it is with concern I muſt tell you, 
that ſome conditions even of this peace, eſſential to 
the ſecurity and trade of Great- Britain, are not 
yet duly executed; and the performance of the 
whole may be looked upon as precarious, until 
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may conſider of them; and what you ſhall judge 


neceſſary for your ſafety, I ſhall think ſufficient 
for mine. 
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we ſhall have formed defenſive alliances to guaranty 
the preſent treaties. R . 

The Pretender, who ſtill reſides in Lorraix, 


. - threatens to diſturb us, and boaſts of the aſſiſtance 


which he ſtill expects here to repair his former dif. 
appointments. - _ 

A great part of our trade is rendered impradi- 
cable; this, if not retrieved, muſt deſtroy our ma- 
nufactures, and ruin our navigation. 

The public debts are very great, and ſurpri. 
zingly increaſed, even ſince the fatal ceſſation of 
arms. My firſt care was to prevent a further in- 
creaſe of thoſe debts, by paying off forthwith a 
great number of ſhips which had been kept in pay, 
when there was no occaſion for continuing ſuch an 


expencè. 


Gentlemen of the houſe of Commons, 
- I rely upon you for ſuch ſupplies as the preſent 


circumſtances of our affairs require for this year's | 
ſervice, and for the ſupport of the public faith. 


The eſtimates ſhall be laid before you, that you 


I doubt not but you will concur with me in 
opinion, that nothing can contribute more to the 
ſupport of the credit of the nation, than a ſtrict ob- 
ſervance of all parliamentary engagements. 

The branches of the revenue, formerly granted 
for the ſupport of the civil Government, are ſo 
far encumbered and alienated, that the produce of 


the funds which remain, and have been granted 


to me, will fall much ſhort of what was at firſt 
deſigned for maintaining the. honour and dignity 
of the crown: And ſince it is my happineſs (as! 
am confident you think it yours) to ſee the Prince ot 


Wales, who may, in due time, ſucceed me on the 


Throne, 
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Throne, and to ſee him bleſſed with many chit 
dren, the beſt and moſt valuable pledges of our 
care and concern for your proſperity ; this muſt 
occaſion an expence to which the nation has not 
of many years been accuſtomed ; but ſuch as ſure- 
ly no man will grudge : And therefore I do not 
doubt but you will think of it with that affection 


which J have reaſon to hope from you. 


My Lords and Gentlemen, 

The eyes of all Europe are upon you, waiting 
the iſſue of this firſt ſeſſion. Let no unhappy di- 
viſions of parties here at home, divert you from 
purſuing the common intereſt of your country. 
Let no wicked inſinuations diſquiet the minds of 
my ſubjects. The eſtabliſhed conſtitution in 
church and ſtate ſhall be the rule of my govern- 
ment ; the happineſs, eaſe, and proſperity of my 
people, ſhall be the chief care of my lite. Thoſe 
who aſſiſt me in carrying on theſe meaſures, I 
ſhall always eſteem my beſt friends ; and I doubt 
not but that I ſhall be able, with your aſſiſtance, 


to diſappoint the deſigns of thoſe who would de- 


prive me of that bleſſing, which I moſt value, zhe 
affection of my people. 
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After which the houſe of Lords reſolved to pre- - 


ſent an addreſs of thanks to his Majeſty. The next 


day the Committee appointed to draw it up, report- 


ed the ſame to the houſe as follows : 


Moft gracious Sovereign, | | 1 
* E your Majeſty's moſt dutiful and loyal 
ſubjects, the Lords ſpiritual and temporal 
in Parliament aſſembled, beg leave to preſent to 


The Lords 

addreſs of 
thanks to 
the King, 


your Majeſty our moſt humble and hearty thanks 


for your Majeſty's moſt gracious ſpeech to your 
houſes of Parliament, and to aſſure your Majeſty, 


that altho? we meet together with hearts deeply = 
| ible 
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ſible of the goodneſs of divine providence to us, 
in bringing your Majeſty with ſafety, and at ſo 
critical a juncture, to the Throne of your anceſtors; 


yet we could not but become ſtill more affected 


with that ineſtimable bleſſing, when we heard ſo 
very affectionate expreſſions from your Majeſty 
towards your people; ſo clear and full aſſurances 
from a Prince of ſuch known honour and juſtice, 
that the eſtabliſhed conſtitution in church and 


| fate ſhall be the rule of your government; and 


ſo juſt and tender a concern for our not having 
obtained thoſe advantages by the peace (which 
would have been but a ſuitable concluſion to fo 
glorious and ſucceſsful a war) nor as yet a due 
execution of ſome conditions even of that peace, 


eſſential to the ſecurity and trade of this king- 


dom. | 

We are affected with wonder, as well as with a 
juſt reſentment, that a Pretender to your Majeſty's 
crown ſhould be yet permitted to reſide fo near 
your dominions, eſpecially after his public boaſt- 
ing of an aſſiſtance he expects here, and his avow- 
ing a deſign to invade this your Majeſty's king- 


dom. 


We are but too ſenſible, that our trade 1s ren- 
dered impracticable in the moſt valuable branches 
of it, and of the ill effects that muſt have upon 
our manufactures and navigation: But your Ma- 
zeſty may be aſſured, nothing ſhall be wanting on 
our part, that may any way conduce to the re- 
trieving it. 

Theſe and other difficulties your Majeſty hath 
met with on your acceſſion to the crown, (and 


which we muſt obſerve, in juſtice to your wiſdom 


and foreſight, would have been prevented, had 
your opinion been followed) we muſt confeſs are 
very great and diſcouraging ; however we do not 


doubt, but that your Majeſty, aſſiſted by this Par- 


lament, 
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lament, zealous for your government, and the ſafe- 
and honour of their country, may be able to take 
ſuch further meaſures, as will ſecure what is due to 
us by treaties, eaſe our debts, preſerve the public 
credit, reſtore our trade, extinguiſh the very hopes 
of the Pretender, and recover the reputation of this 
kingdom in foreign parts; the loſs of which, we 
hope to convince the world by our actions, 1s by no 
means to be imputed to the nation in general. 

And theſe good ends cannot fail of being obtain- 
ed by your Majeſty's purſuing with ſteadineſs, as 
you have begun, the true intereſt of this your obe- 
dient and affectionate people: And your Majeſty 
may, by God's bleſſing, depend, that in conjunction 
with ſo loyal a Parliament, you will be able to lay 
foundations that can never be moved, not only of 
the ſecurity and glory, but even of the eaſe and tran- 
quillity of your government, and that of your Ma- 
jeſty's poſterity; for which we offer up our moſt 
ardent prayers, that it may for ever continue to reign 
after your Majeſty on the Throne of theſe kingdoms, 
and in the hearts of a people truly happy, and fully 
ſenſible of their being ſo. | 


After the reading of this addreſs there aroſe a Debate atout 
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great debate in the houſe, chiefly about theſe ex- 


preſſions, And recover the reputation of this kingdom 
in foreign paris; the loſs of which, we hope to convince 
the world by our actions, is by no means to be imputed 
to the nation in general. The Lord Trever, the Lord 
Viſcount Bolingbroke, the Earl of Strafford, the 
Dukes of Buckingham and Shrewsbury, the Earl of 


Angleſey, the Archbiſhop of York, the Biſhops of 


London and Briſtol, and ſome other Peers, excepted 
againſt that clauſe, alledging, among other things, 


That the ſame was injurious to the late Queen's 
© memory, and even claſhing with that part of his 


* Majeſty's ſpeech, which recommended to both 
| © houſe, 
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© houſes, the avoiding the unhappy divi/ion of parties. 
The Lord Bolingbroke, in particular, made a long 
ſpeech, wherein he expreſſed the heartieſt and deep. 
eſt concern for the memory of the late Queen, his 
moſt excellent miſtreſs, which, he faid, he would d 
all in his power to vindicate : That he had the honour 
10 be one of ber ſervants, and if he had done any thing 
amiſs, he woud be contented to be puniſhed for it; but 
that he thought it very hard to be cenſured and condemn. 
ed without being heard, His Lordſhip took this oc- 


caſion to ſay a great deal in praiſe of the King: 


That his Majeſty had ſeveral times expreſſed a great 
reſpect and tenderneſs, for the late Queen's memory, and 
was Prince of ſo great wiſdom, equity, and Fuſtice, 
that he was ſure, his Majeſty would not condemn 
any man, without hearing what he had to fay fer 
himſelf; that ſo auguſt an aſſembly ought to imitate 
ſo great a pattern ; and upon theſe, and other reaſons, 


his Lordſhip moved, that the words recover, &c. 


might be ſoftned into thoſe of maintain the reputation 
of this kingdom; and that the reſt of the paragraph 
might be left out. The Earl of S/ rafford, allo ex- 
cepted againſt that clauſe, amongſt other arguments, 
becauſe the ſame would expoſe the honour of the nation 
abroad, which he was ſure, had ſuffered no diminution 
during his negociations. The Duke of Shrewsbury ſaid, 
in particular, That the houſe of Peers ought, on all occa- 
frons to be moſt tender of the honour and dignity of the 
crown, from which they derive their own honour and 
luſtre; that therefore, when the like clauſe was in- 


ſerted in an addreſs of the houſe of Commons to the late 
Queen, upon the death of King William, he had ex- 


preſſed to ſeveral members of that houſe his diſlike of it, 
becauſe it reflected on the memory of that Prince; and, 
for the ſame reaſon, he was againſt the ſaid clauſe, 


_-*Fheſe, and other arguments urged on that ſide, were 


anſwered, by the Marquis of Marton, the Lord 
Chancellor, the Earl of Notlingbam, and his brother 
| | | | the 
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the Earl of Alyesford, the Duke of Devonſhire, and 
ſome other Peers, who expreſſed all due reſpe& and 
reverence for the late Queen's memory; rightly 
diſtinguiſhed between her and her Miniftry; and 
maintained the clauſe in queſtion by arguments drawn 
from the miſmanagements of the latter, hinted at 
in his Majeſty's ſpeech. The Lord Chancellor in 

rticular, confuted the objections raiſed by the 
Lord Bolingbroke, and, among other things, ſaid, 


They did not condemn any particular perſon, but 


« only the peace in general, becauſe they felt the ill . - 

« conſequences of it; that they who adviſed and 
made ſuch a peace, deſerved, indeed, to be cen- 

« ſured, but that the words in the addreſs being ge- 

« neral, no private perſon was affected by them. 

« And that the alteration of the word recover into 

that of maintain, would ſignify no more towards 

the juſtification of the guilty, than the word recover, 
towards the condemnation of the innocent.” Upon 

the whole matter, the queſtion being put whether 

the addreſs ſhould be recommitted or no. The ne- The addref 
gative carried it by a majority of MI ſix voices e bone 
againſt thirty-three. 


The next day, the houſe of Lords, 1n a body, 
preſented their addreſs to the King, who returned 
the following anſwer : 


My Lords, 

and loyalty to me can never be better expreſ- the Lords 
ſed, than by ſhewing a juſt concern for the repy- addreb. 
tation and intereſt of the nation, ſince I have no 
other thought or view, but to promote the aße. 
rity. and happineſs of my people. 


] Thank you heartily for this addreſs: Your duty The king's 


Before the Lords waited on the King with their The houſe 


of Peers ad- 


addreſs, they adjourned themſelves to che Monday; ; urned. 
following; ? 
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following; then again to Wedneſday the 3oth of 
March; and then again fo the 1ſt of April. Let 

us now attend the proceedings of the Commons, 
Procedins On the 2 iſt of March, Mr. Speaker alone, and 
mon. then the other members, took the oaths, and made 
and ſubſcribed the declaration, and took and ſub. 
ſcribed the oath of abjuration, according to the laws 
made for thoſe purpoſes : As did other members the 

22d, 23d, and following days. | 

Bill to pre- On the 23d, A bill for the more effectual prevent. 
dug and un- ing and puniſbing the ſtealing and unlawful killing if 
lawful kil- cattle, was read the firſt time, and ordered a ſecond 
ingot reading: After which, Mr. Speaker having reported 
to ie houſe his Majeſty's ſpeech, Robert Walpol,, 
Eſq; ſtood up, and made a very eloquent ſpeech, in 
which he ſet forth in lively colours, the great hap- 
pineſs of theſe nations by his Majeſty's ſeaſonable 
acceſſion to the crown; ran through the miſma- 
nagements of the four laſt preceding years; and 
Ir. alp Concluded with a motion for an addreſs of thanks to 
movsn the King, conformable to the ſeveral heads of his 
' thanks Majeſty's ſpeech. He was ſeconded by the Lord 
Hinchingbroke ; and none but Sir William Whitlock: 
having raiſed an objection againſt Mr, Walpole's mo- 

tion, it was reſolved, 508 
Reſolution —* That an humble addreſs be preſented to his Ma- 
bor it. jeſty, to expreſs our juſt ſenſe of the divine pro- 
vidence, in placing his Majeſty on the throne of 
his anceſtors : To return his Majeſty the thanks 
of this houſe for his moſt gracious ſpeech from 
the throne ; for his aſſurances that the eſtabliſhed 
conſtitution in church and ſtate ſhall be the rule 
of his government ; and for his goodneſs expreſſed 
to thoſe who diſtinguiſhed themſelves by their 
zeal and firmneſs for the protęſtant ſucceſſion : To 
expreſs our concern, that any conditions of the 
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Great-Britain, are not yet duly executed: That 
© ſuch alliances have not been formed, as are _ 
| « fary 


late peace eſſential to the ſecurity and trade ot | 


F r 
« fary to render the peace durable: That our ma- 
nufactures and navigation are in ſuch hazard by 


« the difficulties brought upon our commerce: And 
« that the public debts are greatly increaſed even 


« ſince the ceſſation of arms: To declare our higheſt 


« reſentment againſt the preſumptuous declaration 


« of the Pretender, and the encouragement he boaſts 


© to have received from hence: And to aſſure his 
« Majeſty, that we will demonſtrate our juſt ſenſe 
« of the great bleſſings derived to theſe nations in 
« the perſon of the Prince of Wales and his iſſue, 
by enabling his Majeſty to ſupport the dignity of 
« the crown, and to make an honourable proviſion 
for the royal family: And that we will likewiſe 
grant ſuch ſupplies as ſhall be neceſſary for the 
* ſervice of the year, and for maintaining parlia- 
« mentary credit: And will ſupport his Majeſty in 
« ſuch alliances as he ſhall judge neceſſary to make 
for preſerving the peace of Europe. 

This vote being paſſed, a Committee was ap- 
pointed to draw up the faid addreſs, of which Mr. 
Walpole was choſen Chairman : And then, accord- 
ing to cuſtom, the houſe appointed the five grand 
Committees for religion, grievances, courts of juſtice, 
trade, privileges and elections; paſſed ſeveral reſo- 
lutions about elections; and made the uſual regula- 
tions relating to the ſitting of the houſe, 


Then Mr. Walpole reported from the N | 


before-mentioned, the addreſs of thanks to be pre- 
ſented to his Majeſty, as follows : 
Moſt gracious Sovereign, 
OUR Majeſty's moſt dutiful and loyal ſub- 
jects, the Commons of Great-Britain in Parlia- 
ment aſſembled, return your Majeſty their unfeigned 
thanks for your moſt gracious ſpeech from the throne. 
It is with inexpreſſible joy, that we approach 


your Majeſty, peaceably ſeated upon the throne | 
of your royal anceſtors; and being throughly 55 | 
| ible 
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ſible of the many open and ſecret practices that 
have of late years been uſed to defeat the proteftont 
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ſucceſſion, we cannot ſufficiently adore the divine 


providence, that fo ſeaſonably-interpoſed, and ſaved 


this nation, by your Majeſty's happy acceſſion to 
the crown. ” e 

Your faithful Commons receive, with the high- 
eſt gratitude, your moſt gracious aſſurances, that 
the eſtabliſhed conſtitution in church and ſtate 
ſhall be the rule of your government; and the 
ſafety, eaſe, and proſperity of your people, the 
chief care of your life. We are ſenſible of your 
goodneſs expreſſed to thoſe who have diſtinguiſh- 


ed themſelves by their zeal and firmneſs for the 


protgftant ſucceſſion : And as we doubt not but the 
wiſdom and ſteadineſs of your government, will 
unite the hearts of all your faithful ſubjects in duty 


and affection to your ſacred perſon, ſo we moſt 


humbly beg leave to aſſure your Majeſty, that 
we not only highly reſent the wicked inſinuations 
uſed to diſquiet the minds of your ſubjects, but 


are reſolved, to the utmoſt of our power, to ſup- 


preſs and extinguiſh that evil diipoſition that is 
{till at work to deprive your Majeſty of the affec- 
tions of your people. a 

Me are ſenſibly touched not only with the diſ- 
appointmept, but with the reproach brought upon 
the nation by the unſuitable concluſion of a war, | 
which was carried on at ſo vaſt an expence, and 
was attended with ſuch unparallelled ſucceſſes : But 
as that diſhonour cannot in juſtice be imputed to 


the whole, nation, ſo we firmly hope and believe, 


curity and trade of Great-Britain, ſhould not yer 


that through your Majeſty's great wiſdom, and the 


faithful endeavours of your Commons, the reputa- 


tion of theſe your kingdoms will in due time be 
vindicated and reſtored. J 


We are under aſtoniſnment to find, that any 
conditions of the late peace, eſſential to the ſe- 


© be 


— 


— 
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be duly executed; and that care was not taken to 


form ſuch alliances, as might have rendered that 
peace not precarious. And as no care ſhall be want- 


ing in your loyal Commons to inquire into theſe 


fatal miſcarriages, ſo we entirely rely on your Ma- 
jeſty s wiſdom to enter into ſuch alliances as you 


hall judge neceſſary to preſerve the peace of Eu- 


rope; and we faithfully promiſe to enable your Ma- 
jeſty to make good all ſuch engagements. 
It is with juſt reſentment we obſerve, that the 


Pretender ſtill reſides in Lorrain, and that he has 


the preſumption, by declarations from thence, to 
ſtir up your Majeſty's ſubjects to rebellion : But 
that which raiſes the utmoſt indignation of your 
Commons is, that it appears therein, that his hopes 
were built upon the meaſures that had been taken 
for ſome time paſt in Greal- Britain. It ſhall be 
our buſineſs to trace out thoſe meaſures whereon he 
placed his hopes, and to bring the authors of them 
to condign puniſhment. . | 

Your Commons are under the deepeſt concern, 


that a great part of our trade is rendered 1mprac- 
| ticable, which, if not retrieved, muſt deſtroy our 
manufaQtutes; and ruin our navigation: But though 


we are too ſenſible ofhoſe fatal conſequences, we 
are not yet without hopes that your Majeſty's great 
wiſdom, by the aſſiſtance off your Commons, may 


find means to extricate your people! from their pre- 


JJJJCCͥç0-ꝛd ot 2H eo * 
The bleſſings derived to theſe nations from 
your Majeſty's auſpicious reign, are not confined 
to the preſent times; we have a proſpect of future 
and laſting happineſs entailed upon your people by 
a long ſucceſſion of your royal progeny. And as 
this is a bleſſing which theſe kingdoms have a long 
time wanted; ſo they could never hope to have 


ſeen it ſo well ſupplied, as in the perſon of his 


royal Highneſs the Prince of Wales, and his iſſue. 
Your faithful Commons . ſhall therefore think it 
Vol. VI. 2 8 their 
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Great debate Upon the reading of this addreſs there aroſe a 


thereupon. 


ing the credit of the nation, than a ſtrict obſer. M «< 


and Mr. Puliney. General Roſs, among the reſt, 


_ © aſperſe the late Queen: That they rather deſign- 
g gniſhing thoſe evil counſellors, who deluded her 
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their duty to enable your Majeſty to ſupport the 
dignity of the crown, and to make an honourable 
proviſion for the royal family 

The ſurprizing increaſe of the public debts, even 
ſince all thoughts of carrying on the war, were laid MW de 
alide, ſhall not diſcourage us from granting ſuch M « 
ſupplies as ſhall be neceſſary for the ſervice of 
this year, and for the ſupport of public faith : And 
we do entirely concur with your Majeſty in opinion, 
that nothing can contribute more towards preſery. 


vance of all parliamentary engagements, which 
we are firmly reſolved upon all occaſions inviolably 
to maintain. | 


warm debate in the houſe : Mr. Shippen, Mr. Brom. 
ley, Sir William Wyndham, General Roſs, Mr, Cz- 
ſar, Mr. Ward, Sir Robert Raymond, Sir Willian 
Whitlocke, Mr. Hungerford, and ſome others, rail- 
ed ſeveral objections againſt divers expreſſions in the 
addreſs : But were ſolidly anſwered by Mr. Robert 
Walpole, General Stanhope, Sir Gilbert Heathcote, 


inſiſted much upon the threailare topic, That the 
* condemning the peaggy/ and cenſuring the late 
* miniſtry, was a refle&tion on the late Queen, whoſe 
act and deed the peace was; and that he was ſure 
the reflecting on the late Queen could not be 
< agreeable to his preſent Majeſty.” He was an- 
ſwered by Mr. Walpole, and Mr. Stanhope, * That 
nothing was farther from their intentions than to 


ed to vindicate her memory, by expoſing and pu- 


into pernicious meaſures ;- whereas the oppoſite 
party endeavoured to-ſcreen and juſtify thoſe coun- 
+ fellors, by throwing on that good, pious, and 
* well-meaning Princeſs, all the blame and 2 
<4 J | | ; 30. 0 


— 


and offered to produce a liſt of goods by w 


i DEBATES. 
of their evil counſels. As to what was alledged, 
that the cenſuring the late Miniſters, without hear- 
ing them, and condemning the peace, without exa- 
mining into particulars, was unjuſt and unprece- 


dented, it was anſwered, * That they muſt diſtin- 


guiſh between cenſuring Miniſters, and condemn- 
ing the peace in general, and condemning parti- 
« cular perſons. That they might, in equity and 
« juſtice, do the firſt, becauſe the whole nation is 
already ſenſible that their honour and true intereſt 
* were given up by the late peace. That, in due 
time, they would call them to an account who 
made and adviſed ſuch a peace; but, God forbid 
© they ſhould ever condemn any perſon unheard.” 
On this occaſion Mr. Stanhope took notice of a 
report induſtriouſly ſpread abroad, That the pre- 
« ſent Miniſters never deſigned to call the late ma- 
* nagers to an account, but only to cenſure them in 
general terms: But he aſſured the houſe, that not- 
* withſtanding all the endeavours had been uſed 
to prevent a diſcovery of the late miſmanagements, 
* by conveying away ſeveral papers from the Se- 


* cretaries offices, yet the government had ſufficient 


evidence left, to prove the late Miniſtry the moſt 
corrupt that everwat at the helm. That thoſe 
matters would ſoon*beagaid before the houſe; and 
© that it would appear, that . certain Eygh/o Gene- 
ral had acted in concert with, if not received orders 
from, Mareſchal de Yillars.” 
Sir William Wyndham endeavoured to prove, that 
the peace had been very beneficial to this 2 
hich it 
appeared, that the cuſtoms had increaſed near 


100,000/7. per annum. But he was immediately 


taken up by Sir Gilbert Heathcote, who readily own- 


ed Sir William, might, indeed, produce a lift of 
vaſt imports from France, but defied him to ſhew 


that our exports thither, particularly of our woollen 
manufactures, had increaſed ſince the peace. He 
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added, that imports being only our conſumption, ra. 
ther proye our 4% than our gain; and that the na- 
tion gets only by exports, which keep up our ma. 
nufactures, employ our poor, and bring in returns 
in money: upon which Sir William Wyndbam was 
filenced. Nor fared it better with Sir William Whit. 
locke, who having ſuggeſted, that the Ybigs deſign- 
ed to involve the nation in a new war, and lay ſix 
ſhillings in the pound, was aſſured by Mr. Walpole, 
that none in the preſent Miniſtry, were for a war, 
if the ſame could any ways be avoided ; and that 
he doubted not, but two ſhillings in the pound 
would be ſufficient towards this year's ſervice. 


The address After theſe, and ſome other ſpeeches, a motion 


of thanks 
carried, 


being made, and the queſtion put, that the addreſs 
of thanks be recommitted, it paſſed in the negative, 
by a majority of 244 voices againſt 138; and then 
it was reſolved that the houſe do agree with the 
Committee in the ſaid addreſs; and ordered that 
the members of the houſe, who are of his Majeſty's 
moſt honourable Privy Council, ſhould know his 
Majeſty's pleaſure, when he would be attended by 
the houſe. The King having appointed the next 
day, the Commons, with their Speaker, attended 
his Majeſty accordingly at Sr. James's with their 


addreſs, to which his Majeſty returned this moſt 


gracious anſwer. 


Gentlemen, | wid | 

Thank you for the many kind aſſurances you 
: Fran given me, in your dutiful and loyal ad- 
6 dreſs; - pt ITS | | 5 
No endeavours ſhall be wanting on my part to 
< promote your true intereſt, and endear myſelf to 
all my people: And I will depend on your zeal 
and affection to defeat all evil deſigus that may 


4 
4 


tend to diſquiet the minds of my; people, and 


* diſturb the tranquillity of my government.“ 
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The Speaker having on the 26th of March re- 
ported his Majeſty's anſwer, it was reſolved, *< to 
« preſent an humble addreſs to his Majeſty, to re- 
« turn the moſt humble thanks of this houſe, for his 
« moſt gracious anſwer to their addreſs.” 

Upon a motion made, That the houſe would ap- 
point a day to take into conſideration his Majeſty's pro- 
dlamation of the 15th of January laſt, for calling a new 
Parliament; the ſame was read accordingly on 
Tueſday the 5th of April, Sir William Whitlocke, 
member of Parliament for the univerſity of Oxford, 
having made ſome exceptions to the ſaid proclama- 


325 


tion as unprecedented and unwarrantable, he was cal- 


led upon by ſome members of the court party to 
explam himſelf; upon which he made a kind of ex- 
cuſe for what he had faid. The thing would have 
been dropped, had not Sir William Wyndbam took 
up the cudgels, and even carried the matter farther, 
by advancing that the faid proclamation was not 
only unprecedented and unwarrantable, but even of 
dangerous conſequence to the very being of Parliaments. 


| The courtiers could not but take notice of: ſo home 


a reflection, and therefore called upon Sir William 
Wyndham to juſtify his charge: But Sir William, who 
rightly judged, he could not deſcend to particulars 
without giving farther offence, and ſinking deeper 
in the mire, declined explaining himſelf ; though 
at the ſame time, he reſolutely maintained his firſt 
aſſertion, ſaying, * That as he thought ſome ex- 
© preſſions in the ſaid proclamation of dangerous 
* conſequence, ſo he believed every member was 
free to ſpeak his thoughts.“ He was anſwered, “ 
No doubt but every member has that liberty, 
freedom of ſpeech being one of the eſſential pri- 
* vileges of that houſe; but that the houſe has, at 


* the fame time, both the liberty and power to 


* cenſure and puniſh ſuch members as tranſgreſs the 
rules of decency, treſpaſs upon the reſpect due to 
the crown; and ſo abuſe the privilege of the houſe 
Wo | + © with- 


It was ſaid 


by the Lord 


Finch, 
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© within doors, as to render it contemptible without? 
Sir William being again called upon to explain him. 
ſelf, and ſtill perſiſting in his refuſal, ſome mem- 
bers cried the Tower, the Tower; but Roberi Wal. 

pole, Eſq; warded off the blow. Mr. Speeker, 
ſaid he, (or words to the fame effect) I am not 
for gratifying the deſire which the member who 
occaſions this great debate, ſnews, of being ſent 
to the Tower: It would make him too conſide- 
rable. But as he is a young man of good parts, 
who ſets up for a warm champion of the late Mi. 
niſtry, and one, who was in all their ſecrets, I 
would have him be in the houſe, when we come 
to enquire into the conduct of his friends; both 
that he may have an opportunity to defend them, 
and be a witneſs of the fairneſs with which we ſhall 
proceed againſt thoſe Gentlemen; and that it may 
not be ſaid, that we take any advantage againſt 
them.“ After ſeveral other ſpeeches, which pro- 
Jonged this debate from one till half an hour paſt 
five in the afternoon, a motion was made, and the 
queſtion put, hat the houſe do now adjourn ? Which 
being carried in the negative by a majority of 212 
voices againſt 134, a motion was made and the 
queſtion propoſed, That Sir William Wyndham 
baving refletted upon his Majeſty's proclamation of the 
15th of January 44ſt for calling a new Parliament, and 
baving refuſed to juſtify his charge, although often 
called xpon ſo to do, is guilly of a great indignity to his 
Majeſty, and of a breach of the privilege of this houſe. 
This motion occaſioned a freſh debate, that laſted 
till ſeven of the clock : The courtiers ſtill inſiſting 
that Sir William Wyndham ſhould juſtify his charge, 
and Sir William as obſtinately declining to do it, 
ſaying, be was reatly to nndergo whatever a majority 
would infliff upon him. At laſt the queſtion being 
put that Sir William Nynabam ſhould withdraw, 
the fame was carried in the affirmative by 208 
voices againſt 129: Whereupon Sir William — 
1 : rew 
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drew accordingly; and with him, to a man, all 

the 129 members who had been for the negative. 

Their antagoniſts being thus entire maſters of the 

field, the queſtion was put, and unanimouſly reſolv- | 

ed, That Sir William Wyndbam, having reflected cenſure pat. 
« on his Majeſty's proclamation of the 15th of Ja- £9 won. | 
ꝝuary laſt for calling a new Parliament, and hav- Vyndban. 
ing refuſed to juſtify his charge, although often 

called upon ſo to do, is guilty of a great indignity 

© to his Majeſty, and of a breach of the privilege 

of this houſe.“ After which it was ordered, © That 

Sir William Wyndham be (for the ſaid offence) 

« reprimanded, in his place, by Mr. Speaker. And 


that Sir William Hyndbam do attend this houſe in 


© his place to-morrow morning.? 

Sir William Wyndbam attending the next day, in 
his place, Mr. Speaker addreſſed himſelf to him in 
this manner. | 


Sir William Wyndbam, : ENT 
AM to acquaint you that the houſe has come to The Spa- 
this reſolution, that you be reprimanded in je 
| William 
You have preſumed to reflect on his Majeſty's Vdban. 
proclamation, and made an unwarrantable uſe of the 
freedom of ſpeech granted by his Majeſty. 
This houſe has made their moderation appear, 
and ſhewn their lenity, by laying the mildeſt 
cenſure your offence was capable of; I am order- 
ed to reprimand you, and do reprimand you ac- 
cordingly. 


ST R, s : . | 1 
1 Return you my thanks for what you have done sir willian. 
1 by the duty of your office, in ſo candid and e 


wer, 


Gentleman-like a manner: As I am a member 
of this houſe, I very well know I muſt acquieſce 
in the determination of this houſe, 


oy EE But 
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But I am not conſcious of any indignity to his 
Majeſty, or any breach of the privilege of this 
houſe; and therefore I have no thanks to give 


thoſe Gentlemen, who, under pretence of lenity, 
have brought this cenſure upon me. 


On the gth of April, Mr. Secretary Stanhope pre- 


ſented to the houſe, purſuant to their addreſs to his 


Majeſty for that purpoſe, all the powers, in- 
ſtructions, memorials, letters, and papers, relating to 
the late negociation of peace and commerce, and to 


the ceffation of arms, which he delivered in at the 


table in twelve volumes, bound up and numbered, 


and three other ſmall books. He took this occaſion 


to tell the houſe, * That nothing had been omitted 
that might either anſwer the deſire they had ex- 

preſſed of being thoroughly informed of what had 
paſſed in thoſe i important negociations z or ſatisfy 
the whole world, the preſent Miniſtry acted 
with the utmoſt fairneſs and candour, and deſign- 

ed to take no manner of advantage over the late 
managers, in the intended inquiries z that, indeed, 

the papers now laid before the houſe were only 
copics, but that the originals would be produced 
if occaſion required: Concluding, that thoſe pa- 
pers being too many, and too yoluminous to be 
peruſed and examined by all the members of the 
houſe, he thought it more convenient, and there- 
tore moved, that the ſaid books and papers be 


who ſhould digeſt the ſubſtance of them under 
proper heads, and teport the ſame, with their ob- 
ſervations on them to the houſe.” No body 
oppoſed Mr. $:anhope*'s motion: Mr. Hungerford 
only, excepted againſt the number of /wexty, and 
moved that one more might be added; which being 
_ readily agreed to, it was reſolved, IP, That the 
books and papers before-mentioned be referred to a 
Committee, 


Cf fs ER WE OE So 


referred to a ſelect Committee of twenty perſons, 


7. ian oa i MT I a% 
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lis Committee. IIdly, That the ſaid Committee be a 

his ComMITTEE of SECRECY. IIIa, That the num- 

ve ber of the ſaid Committee be one and twenty. IVzhly, 

y, That the faid Committee be choſen by way of bal- 
loting. Vzhly, That the members of the houſe 
ſhould on the Monday following, at twelve of the 

e- clock, prepare liſts to be put into glaſſes of one and 

his twenty perſons names to be the ſaid Committee: 

n- And ordered, that the ſaid books do remain with 

to Ml the clerk of this houſe, ſcaled as they were then, 

to until the ſaid Committee were choſen. 

he On Monday the 11th of April, the members in 

d, Meſtminſter-Hall and court of requeſts having been 

on ſummoned, by the Serjeant at arms, to attend the 

ed ſervice of the houſe, the clerk and clerk aſſiſtant 


x. went on each ſide of the houſe with glaſſes, to re- 
ad ceive from the members the liſts of perſons names 
fy to be the Committee of ſecrecy; and the ſame being | 
ed received, and brought up ta the table, a Committee 
n- was appointed and ordered to withdraw immediate- 
te y into the Speaker's chamber; and that they ſhould 
d, report to the houſe, upon which one and twenty 


ly WM perſons the majority fell. Two days after, Mr. Bla- 
ed den reported from that Committee, that the majo- 
a rity had fallen upon che one and N perſons 
de following, viz. 


)e Sir Richard Onſlow, Bar. 7. homas 8 Eſq; of — of the q 
8, Robert Walpole, Eq; Worceſterſhire. ; fy * f 
r Spencer Cowper, Flq; Algernoon Earl of 1 

J- James Stanhope, Eſq; ford. 

y Hugh Boſcawen, Eſq; Edward Wartly Manta: 

'd William Pultney, Eſq; gue, Eſq; 


d Nicholas Lechmere, Eiq Sir Edward Dag e 


8 Daniel Lord Finch, Bart. 
e Jobn Aiſlaby, Eſq; George Baillie, Eſq; 
4 . 


T | » : Sir Bs 
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Sir Foſeph Fekyll, Alexander Denton, Eſq; 
Thomas Earl, E\lq; Thomas Pitt, Sen. Efq; 


Richard Hampden, Eſq; T bomas Lord Coningsby, 


Str Robert . Bar. 


The Committee met that evening, and choſe 
Robert Walpole, Eſq; for their Chairman, and for 
diſpatch fake, ſubdivided themſelves into three Com. 
mittees, to each of which a certain number of books 
and papers were allotted. | 


On the 13th of May, Mr. Tying VE IO to 
the houſe an abſtra& of the produce of the revenue 
of his royal Highneſs James Duke of York, for the 


year 1678. But Mr. Secretary Stanhope reported, 


that upon their addreſs of the day before, his Ma- 
jeſty had given directions to the ſeveral Officers to 
mquire after the eſtabliſhment for his royal High. 
neſs Prince Henry, eldeſt fon of King James the 
frſt, or any fubſequent eſtabliſhment for any Prince 
of Wales; but that none other could be found, but 
an old book intitled, Anno nono Regis Jacobi, 
A book of diet, wages, &c. of the Prince's houſe : 
Which was ordered to lie on the table. Then the 


_ Houſe reſolved itſelf into a grand Committee, to 


conſider farther of the ſupply ; and after ſome time 
ſpent therein, Mr. Speaker reſumed the chair, and 
Mr. Farrer reported from the ſaid Committee, that 
they found it neceſſary, that the ſeveral accounts, 
and other papers relating to the matter of the civil 
liſt, which had been preſented to the houſe, ſhould 
be referred to the- ſaid Committee: Which was or- 
dered accordingly; and then the houſe reſolved it 
ſelf again into the ſaid Committee. After the read- 
ing of ſome of the p mos that lay before them, the 
courtiers offered the following,queſtion, viz. That ii 
appears to this Committee that. the ſum of 700,000. 
per annum vas" ſettled upon bis late Majeſty King 


| William, during his life, for the ſupport of ary &f 5 


bouſhald, 


— 
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houſbold. and other his neceſſary occaſons, and at the time 
if his Majeſty's demiſe, (after the deduction of 37001. 


per week that was applied to the public uſes) was the 
produce of the civil liſt revenues that were continued 


and ſettled upon her late Majeſty Queen Anne, during 


her life: Which queſtion occaſioned a warm and 


long debate. They who propoſed it had two things 
principally in view.z-firft to vindicate the preſent 
Miniſtry from the aſperſion caſt upon them, and in- 
duſtriouſly ſpread about, by the emiſſaries of the 
late managers, that the Whigs deſigned to give the 
King a larger revenue than his Majeſty's predeceſſors 
had enjoyed; and in the ſecond place to make good 
the branches of the revenue aſſigned for the ſupport 
of the civil liſt, which had been alienated or abridg- 
ed, ſo that the whole neat produce might amount 
to the ſum of 700,0001. per annum. The leading 
men among the Tories being ſenſible of the firſt; 
and at leaſt pretending to be ignorant of the conſe- 
quence of this preliminary queſtion, inſiſted a long 
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while, That it was enſnaring, that what had been 


done by former Parhaments ought not to be a rule 


for the ſubſequent ; that ſuppoſing the Parliament 


had given King William a revenue of 700,000 1. 
per annum, for the civil liſt, that they ought to 


* conſider that he was to pay out of it 50,0001. per 


annum, to the late Queen, then Princeſs of Den- 


* mark, 15 or 20,000 l. per annum for the late Duke 


« of Glouceſter, and 40, ooo l. for the dowry of Bug 
FJames's Queen: That after the late Queen's acceſ- 
ſion to the throne, the Parliament taking notice 


that the produce of the civil liſt revenues exceed- 


* ed what they had been given for, the ſum of 
93700 l. per week (that is 192, 400 l. per annum) 
Wwas taken out of them, and applied to other uſes; 
* notwithſtanding which deduction, the late Queen 
had honourably maintained her family, and ſup- 
ported the dignity of the crown. However, = 
| | * e 
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© the preſent revenue of the civil lift, were not ſuf. 
< ficient, they were ready to conſent to an addition. 
The courtiers anſwered, That the queſtion before then 
vas founded upon facts, which, if denied, they were 
ready 10 prove by the rgcords of the houſe : But Sir 
William Wyndham urging that the queſtion was en- 
ſnaring, Mr. Secretary Stanhope anſwered, That 
he would be very plain with them, and own, that 
as it was notorious. that great endeavours had been 
uſed to alienate the affections of the people from 
the King and his government, by falſe ſuggeſtions, 
that they deſigned to plunge the nation into ex- 
traordinary expences, they thought it highly ne- 
< ceſlary to clear his Majeſty: and his Miniſters 
from that malicious aſperſion.* To this the Lord 
Guernſey replied, That the diſaffection of the people, if 
any, did not proceed from his\' Majeſty, but from the 
hardſbips bis Miniſters put upon the Tory party: To 
which it was returned, That as ſoon as it ſhould 
be made known to the world, how the late Mi- 
+ niſtry had uſed not only the bigs, but the whole 
nation, nothing that could be done againſt them, 
< would be then thought a hardſhip ; but however, 
that neither that noble member, nor any. of his 
family, had reaſon to complain of hardſhips. 


9 „ 


R $K 


After ſome other ſpeeches which prolonged the de- 


bate from two till five in the afternoon, the Tories 
endeavoured to drop the queſtion, by moving that 
the Speaker ſhould reſume the chair: But the que- 
ſtion being put upon this queſtion, it was carried in 
the negative by a majority of 244 voices: againſt 148. 
After which the firſt queſtion was put, and carried 
in the affirmative by about the ſame majority. 
Then the victorious party moved, That to enable 
his Majeſty to ſupport the dignity of the crown, 
and to make an honourable proviſion for the royal 
family, there be granted to his Majeſty during his 
life, (which God long preſerve) an additional re- 
3 ee 
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venue, which, together with the neat produce of 
« the civil lift branches, may make up the clear year- 
« ly ſum of ſeven hundred thouſand pounds for the 
« ſervice of his Majeſty's houſhold and family, and 
for other his neceſſary expences and occaſions.” 
The queſtion being put upon this motion, occaſion- 
ed another great debate. Sir Thomas Hanmer, Mr. 
Bromley, Sir William Wyndham, Mr. Cæſar, Mr. 


Hungerford, and ſome other leading members among 


the Tories, who, on this occaſion were ſtrengthened 
and backed by ſome eminent Y/hzgs, did not at firſt 
directly oppoſe the queſtion, but inſinuated, that be- 
fore they came to that reſolution, it would be pro- 
per that a particular account of the King's expences 
ſhould be laid before the houſe. Mr. Walpole, 


Mr. Stanhope, Mr. Lechmere, and ſome other cour- 
tiers, who, on this occaſion, were joined by ſome 


of the oppoſite party, having exploded that propoſal, 
as altogether inconſiſtent with the King's honour, 
to have all the private expences of his family and 
houſhold looked into, as if he had need of a guar- 
dian : The Tories then moved that the ſum of 


600,000 J. per annum be given to his Majeſty, and 


100,000 J. per annum ſettled on the Prince of Wales. 
The court perceiving the propoſal of giving the 
Prince of Wales a ſeparate revenue, was only a de- 
ſign to divide the royal family, by leflening the 
dependance of the next heir apparent on his Ma- 
jeſty, oppoſed it with great warmth, and the que- 
ſtion being put upon that motion, it was carried in 
the negative by a great majority. The Tories hav- 
ing loſt theſe two points, ſome of that party more 
openly oppoſed the main queſtion : Among the reſt, 
Sir William Wyndham ſaid, He had the honour | to 
ſerve her late Majeſty, and had the opportunity to look 
both into ber revenue and expences, and he could aſſure 


the houſe, that about 500,0001. per annum were ſuf- 


ficient for the ſupport of her family and civil liſt: 
| EE. 
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Though be reſer ved about 50,0001. per annum for ibe 
late King James's conſort. The courtiers were glad 
of this laſt confeſſion ; and Mr. Stanbope deſired the 
Committee to take notice what that Gentleman had 
advanced, becauſe it would ſerve to confirm ſome 
matters which the Committee of ſecrecy had found 
in the papers that were laid before them. A hip 
member, who at this time ſpoke on the Tory fide, 
made ſome refle&ions on the preſent unthrifty ad. 
miniſtration of his Majeſty's revenue; and in parti. 
cular took notice of the ſalaries of the Judges being 
advanced, not, ſaid he, for ſervices done, but expe. 
ed. _— the whole matter, the queſtion beingput 
upon the motion before-mentioned (about ſeven 
o'clock in the evening) the ſame was carried in the 


affirmative without dividing. 


On the gthof June, Mr. Walpole, from the Com- 
mittee of ſecrecy, acquainted the houſe, © That he had 
© a report to preſent (according to their order) but 
that he had the commands of the Committee to 
make a motion to the houſe before he read the 
report; that there are in the report matters of the 


© higheſt importance; that although the Com- 


< mittee had power to fend for perſons, papers, 
and records, they did not think fit to make uſe 


thereof, believing it to be neceſſary, in order to 


bring offenders to juſtice,” that ſome perſons 


* ſhould be ſecured before it is poſſible they ſhould 
© know what they are to be examined to, and leſt 
they ſhould have notice from what ſhould be read 
in the report, to make their eſcape: He was 
* commanded by the Committee (according to the 
former nts) to move, that a warrant may 
be iſſued by Mr. Speaker to apprehend ſeveral per- 
* ſons who ſhall be named to him by the Chair- 


man of the ſaid Committee; and that no mem- 


bers may be permitted to go out of the houſe. 
Hereupon it was ordered, fi, That the lobby 


t he 
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be cleared of all ſtrangers, and the back-doors of 

the Speaker's chamber locked up, and the key 

brought and laid upon the table; and that the 

« Serjeant do ſtand at the door of the houſe, and 

« ſufker no member to go forth. Secondly, That 

« Mr. Speaker do ifſue his warrant to the Serjeant at 

arms attending this houſe, to take into his cu- 

« ſtody ſuch perſons as ſhall be named to Mr. Speaker 

by the Chairman of the Committee of ſecrecy, in 

© order to their being examined before the faid 

Committee.“ | | 
Hereupon Mr. Speaker iſſued out his warrants to Upon the 

the Serjeant at arms, to take into his cuſtody ſeveral de Char- 

perſons that were named to him by Mr. Walpole, man of the 

particularly Mr. Maithew Prior, and Mr. Thomas OO 

Harley, the firſt of whom was immediately appre- te are 

hended, and the other ſome hours after. prcbend 6 

This done, Mr. Walpole acquainted the houſe, ul fer- 

That the Committee of ſecrecy has peruſed 'the © 

books and papers referred to them, and had agreed 

upon a report, which they had commanded him 

to make: That it was contained in two books, 

< one of which was the report, and the other was 

© by way of appendix to it, and contained at large 

* thoſe letters and papers which were referred to in 

© the report.” And he read the report in his place, The report 

and afterwards delivered the ſame in at the table, ae 

together with the appendix, and the books which fecrecy read. 

were referred to the ſaid Committee. The reading 

of the ſaid report having laſted about five hours, 

viz, from one till about fix in the afternoon, a mo- 


tion was made by the friends of the late miniſtry and 


the queſtion put, that the further conſideration ot 
the report be adjourned till the next morning, but 
the ſame being carried in the negative, by a ma- 


jority of 282 votes, to 1 71; it was ordered that the 


report be now read: And the clerk of the houſe 
having read part of it, till half an hour paſt eigh 
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the further conſideration of it was adjourned till the 
next morning; as was the call of the houſe to 

Monday ſeven-night, the 2oth of Tune. 

Debate a- On Friday the 1oth of June, the Commons re. 

Gn the ſumed the. adjourned conſideration of the report 

conſideration from the Committee of ſecrecy, and the reſt of the 

bet. report being read, (which laſted till about four 
o'clock in the afternoon) Sir Thomas Hammer moy- 
ed, that the conſideration of the ſaid report, be ad. 
journed until Monday next following ſeven- night; 
and was ſeconded by the leading men among the 
Tories, who moved alſo, that the ſaid report be 
printed, to be peruſed by all the members of the 
houſe. Hereupon Mr. Robert Walpole ſaid, He 
could not but wonder, that thoſe Gentlemen, who 
had ſhewed ſo great impatience to have the re- 
port laid before the houſe, ſhould now preſs for 
* adjourning of the conſideration of it. That as for 
© the Committee of ſecrecy, as they had not yet 
gone through all. the branches of their inquiry, 
they could have wiſhed ſome longer time had 
been allowed them to peruſe and digeſt ſeveral 
important papers. That in order to that, they 
* would have deferred three weeks or a month, 
* laying their report before the houſe, but that ſome 
Gentlemen having reflected on the pretended 
£ ſlowneſs of the Committee, ſince the faid report 
< was now before them, they muſt even go through 
with it.” General Stanhope added, That for his 
* own part, he would readily agree to give thoſe 
Gentlemen all the time they could deſire to con- 


« fider of the report; but that ſince they themſelves 


* had precipitated this affair, he was of opinion 
they ought to proſecute it with vigaur, leſt by ſtop- 
ping on a ſudden, they ſhould fortify the notion, 
© which the friends of the late Miniſtry had, with 
great induſtry, propagated among the people, 
_ * that the report of the Committee of ſecrecy \\wouls 
__ | | Van! 
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« vaniſh into ſmoke : The rather, becauſe theſe ma- 
« licious inſinuations had raiſed the ſpirits and in- 
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« ſolence of the diſaffected, and were the principal 


« cauſe of the preſent ferment among the giddy 
« multitude. That he agreed with the member 
© who had moved for the printing of the report, 
that not only the houſe, but the whole world 


might be convinced of the fairneſs and impartiality 


« of their proceedings : But that the crimes of ſome 
« perſons named in the report were ſo obvious to 
« every body, that they ought, in his opinion, im- 
© mediately proceed to the impeaching of them.” 
The Tories ſtill endeavoured to put off the evil day, 
and ſome propoſed the adjourning of the debate 
till that day ſeven- night; and others would have 
been contented to defer it for three days only, viz. 
to the Monday following: But the court were 


ſtaunch and reſolute againſt all delays ; and the que- 


ſtion being put about ſeven o'clock in the evening, 
on the motion made by Sir Thomas Hanmer, was 


carried in the negative by 280 voices againſt 160, 


This point being gained, Mr, Walpole faid, * He 
made no queſtion, that, after the report had been 


© twice read; the whole houſe was fully convinced, 


that Henry Lord Viſcount Bolingbroke was guilty 


of high-treaſon, and other bigb crimes and miſde- 


meanors.” That therefore he impeached him of The Lord 


to ſay in his behalf, he doubted not but the of high-trea- 


* thoſe crimes : But-if any member had any thing 


houſe was ready to hear him.“ Hereupon, the 
Tories looked one another in the face; and there 
was, for ſome minutes, a deep ſilence in the houſe. 


Bolingbroke 
impeached 


Mr. Hungerford broke it with ſaying, + That in his 


opinion, nothing was mentioned in the report in 
relation to the Lord Bolingbroke, that amounted 
to high-treaſon.* And General Roſs ſaid, He 
wondered no body ſpoke in favour of my Lord 
© Bolingbroke : That, for his own part, he had no- 
thing to ſay at preſent ; but reſerved to himſelf 
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© to ſpeak in a proper time.“ The reſolution for 
impeaching Henry Lord Viſcount Bolingbroke of high 
treaſon, and other high crimes and miſdemeanors, be- 
ing paſſed, and candles brought in, according to 


order, the Lord Coningsby ſtood up, and faid, 


The worthy Chairman of the Committee has im- 
 peached the hand, but I do impeach the head: He 
< has impeached the Clerk, and I the Juſtice: He 
has impeached the Scholar, and I the Maſter.* So 
impeached Robert, Earl of Oxford and Earl Morti. 
mer, of bigh-treaſon, and other high crimes and miſ- 
demeanors, Hereupon, Mr. Auditor Harley made 
a long pathetic ſpeech ; wherein he endeavoured to 


Juſtify his brother, as having done nothing but by 


* the immediate commands of the late Queen; 
* urging, that the peace was a good one; and ap- 


proved as ſuch by two Parliaments; and ſuch 


threadbare topics: concluding, that the facts men- 
tioned in the report, and which were charged on 
the Earl, could not be conſtrued to amount to 
* bigh-treaſon, but only in ſtrict rigour, to miſdemea- 
nor. He was backed by Mr. Auditor Foley, 
the Earl's brother-in-law, who complained of the 
hardſhip put upon that nobleman, in charging him 
with high-ireaſon, before they had examined the re- 
port: But what was yet more favourable for the 


Earl, was ſpoke by Sir Joſeph Jekyll, one of the 


Committee of ſecrecy, who ſaid, That as to the 
Lord Bolingbroke, they had more than ſufficient 


evidence to convict him of high-treaſon, upon 


© the ſtatute 25 Edw. III. But that as to the Earl of 
< Oxford, he doubted whether they had either ſuf- 
« ficient matter, or evidence to impeach him of 
c treaſon.” But another honourable member of the 
Committee of ſecrecy having aſſured the houſe, * That 
< beſides what had appeared before them, and was 
mentioned in the report, they had other evidence, 
viva voce.” It was likewiſe reſolved without di- 

| | 3 + | viding, 
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viding, that this houſe will impeach Robert Earl of Th 
Oxford and Earl Mortimer of bigb. treaſon, and other aur 
high crimes and miſdemeanors ; and ordered, That bigh-treaſen, 


« jt be referred to the Committee of ſecrecy, to draw 
« up articles of impeachment and prepare evidence 
« againſt Henry Viſcount Bolingbroke, and Robert 
« Farl of Oxford and Earl Mortimer.“ After this, 
it wa ered likewiſe, that the further conſideration 


night; und that the ſaid report, with the appendix, 
n 925 
he next morning the Earl of Oxford went to the 
houſe of Peers, and at firſt appeared pretty ſerene 
and unconcerned: But finding that moſt members 
avoided fitting near him; and that even the Earl 
Poꝛlet was ſhy of exchanging a few words with 
him, he was daſhed out of countenance, and retired 
out of the houſe. | 
The fame day, the Commons ordered, That 
Mr. Speaker do ſend a printed copy of the re- 
port from the Committee of ſecrecy to the She- 
riff of every county, and to the returning officer 


of every city and borough ſending members to Par- 


liament. 


On Midneſday the 15th of June, Mr. Walpole, 


from the Committee of ſecrecy, acquainted the 


houſe, That he was directed by the Committee to 
move the houſe, that the perſons taken into cuſto- 


dy (pur ſuant to the order of the houſe of the qgth 


© inſtant) might be examined in the moſt ſolemn 
manner, according to former precedents.” Upon 
which it was ordered, That ſuch members of the 
Committee of ſecrecy who are Juſtices of the peace 


for the county of Middleſex ſhould examine Martheto Order forex- 
Prior, Eſq; and Thomas Harley, Eſq; at the faid Pi a 
Committee, touching matters contained in the ſeve- Mr. Hari. 


ral books and papers referred to them, 


Z 2 Two 


L report be adjourned to that day ſeven-® 
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Two days after, Mr. Walpole acquainted the 
houſe, * That (purſuant to their order) Matthew 
Prior, Eſq; had been the day before examined 
before the Committee of ſecrecy, and during a 
long examination, there appeared matters of ſuch 
importance, that the Committee had directed him 
Mr. Prior © to move the houſe, that he might be confined in 
confined in ©, Cloſe cuſtody, and no perſon permitted t Me to 
cloſecuſtody. © him.“ Upon which it was ordered, Tan" 
thew Prior, £/q; (now in cuſtody of the Serfeant at 
arms) be confined in cloſe cuſtody, and no perſon per- 
mitted to come io him without leave from Mr, 
Speaker. 

The ſame day that order was made, printed co- 
pies of the report from the Committee of ſecrecy were 
delivered to the members of both houſes : Upon 

which Mr. Bromley moved that the farther conſidera- 
tion of the ſaid report be adjourned till Tueſday the 
21ſt of June, that the members might have time to 
peruſe the ſaid report: Which was ordered accord- 
ingly. | 


On Tueſday the 2 1ſt of June, the houſe having, 
according to order, conſidered further of the report 
from the Committee of ſecrecy, Mr. Secretary Stan- 
hape ſtood up and ſaid, © He wiſhed he were not 
< obliged to break ſilence on that occaſion ; But that 
as a member of the ſecret Committee, and of that 
great aſſembly, which ought to do the nation 
* juſtice, he thought it his duty to impeach James 

General Duke of Ormond of bigh-treaſon, and other high 
— « crimes and miſdemeanors ;,* and was ſeconded by 
Duke of C- Mr Boſcawen, Comptroller of his Majeſty's houſhold. 
. Hereupon Archibald Hutcheſon, Eſq; one of the 
Commiſſioners of trade, made a long ſpeech in be- 

half of the Duke of Ormond, wherein he ſet forth 
bis noble birth and qualifications ; and the great 

« {ſervices which both he and his illuſtrious anceſtors 

had performed to the crown and nation; urged, 


. That 
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That in the whole courſe of his late conduct he 
© had but obeyed the late Queen's commands ;* 
and concluded, That if all that was alledged a- 
« gainſt his Grace in the report could be made out, 
it would in the rigour of the law, amount to 
© no more than high miſdemeanors. This ſpeech 
made a great impreſſion on the aſſembly ; and Mr. 
Hutcheſon was ſeconded by General Lumley, who ſaid 
among other things, That the Duke of Ormond 
« had on all occaſions given ſignal proofs both of 
his affection and love for his country, and of his 


« perſonal bravery and courage, particularly at the 


© battle of Landen, where was wounded and taken 
« priſoner ; and that the late King Villiam was ex- 


« tremely ſatisfied with his Grace's gallant behaviour. 


That his Grace had generouſly expended the beſt 
part of his eſtate in the wars, living in a moſt 


noble and ſplendid manner, for the honour of his 
country; that therefore, in conſideration both of 


his great ſervices, and his illuſtrious relations, if 
© he had of late been ſo unfortunate as to fail in any 
part of his conduct, they ought not to proceed 
againſt him with the utmoſt rigour of the law; the 
rather becauſe he ever meant well, and was drawn 
© into ill meaſures by crafty Miniſters.* Sir Foſeph 
Jekyll, ſpoke likewiſe in favour of the Duke of Or- 
mond: He ſaid, That if there was room for mer- 
* cy, he hoped it would be ſhewn to that noble, ge- 
nerous, and couragions Peer, who, for many 
years, had exerted thoſe great accompliſhments for 
the good and honour of his country; that, if, of 
late, he had the misfortune to deviate from his for- 
mer conduct, the blame ought not, in juſtice and 
quay be laid to him, but to them principally, 
w 

the ſervice of his royal miſtreſs, had drawn him 
into pernicious counſels ; that therefore, as the ſta- 
tute of the 25th Edw. III, on which the charge 
of bigh-treaſon againſt his grace was to be ground- 


o abuſing his affection, loyalty, and zeal for 
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© ed, had been mitigated by ſubſequent laws, the 
houſe ought not, in his opinion, take advantage 
of that act againſt the Duke, but only impeach 
* him of high crimes and miſdemeanors,* Sir Jo- 
ſeph added, (in the courſe of this debate) That 
* ſome perſons endeavoured to aggravate the Duke 
© of Ormond's faults, by charging upon him the 
6 riots and tumults which the populace committed 
5 daily in many places; but that he durſt aver, that 
£ his Grace did no ways countenance thoſe diſorders; 
and if the diſaffected made uſe of his name, un- 
Kknown to him, his Grace ought not to ſuffer for 
* it.” General Roſs laid great ſtreſs upon Sir Joſeph 
Jekyll's opinion, and ſaid all he could in his com- 
mendation and the Duke's defence. Sir William 
Wyndbam, Thomas Onſlow, Eſq; Mr. Ward, Mr. 
Hungerford, and ſome other members of both par- 
ties, ſpoke alſo. on the ſame ſide: But Mr. Lyddal 
(a young gentleman of bright parts, who. ſpoke this 
firſt time with great deliberation and applauſe) Mr. 
Hampden, and Mr. Thompſon, Recorder of the city 
of London, did ſtrongly ſupport General Stanbope's 
motion; anſwered all that had been alledged in the 
Duke's favour ; and, among other things, repre- 
ſenzxed, That he ever affected popularity; that he 
could not be ignorant of the tumults and riots of 
* which, his name was the. /gzal ; and that ſince he 
did not publickly diſown them who made uſe of 
his name, his ſilence was a tacit approbation of their 
? proceedings, and ſeemed to ſummon the people to 
* a general inſurre&tion. | 

Sir Edward Nortbhey, Attorney-general, did not 
diſown, but that in the report of the Committee of 
ſecrecy, there were ſome matters on, which. an im- 
peachment of high-treaſon might, be grounded a- 
gainſt the Duke of Ormond; but did not think it 


proper to explain himſelf. farther on that occaſion. 


Mr. Lechmexe, Sollicitor-General, ſpoke plainer, 
and mentioned a caſe. parallel to the Duke's, which 
a 
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the had been adjudged treaſon. By this time, the de- 2 
oe Ml bate had laſted from about one till near nine in the I 
ch evening; and a motion that was made for adjourn- 1 
7. ing being waved, candles were ordered to be brought b 
lat in; which being done accordingly, the debate was Z 
ke prolonged till about half an hour paſt ten, when the I 
be WW queſtion was put, and reſolved by a majority of 234 _ $ 
ed voices againſt 187, That this houſe will impeach The Duke of ; 
at James, Duke of Ormond, of high-treaſon, and other (mind a $ 
S3 high crimes and miſdemeanors. After which it was babe. ; 
Ne ordered, That it be referred to the Committee of þ 
or « ſecrecy to draw up articles of impeachment, and I 
5 prepare evidence againſt James Duke of Ormond; 1 
5 and that the further conſideration of the ſaid report 1 
n * be adjourned to the next morning.“ 4 
. The next day, the Commons reſumed the conſi- $ 
1 deration of the report from the Committee of ſecre- q 
ll cy, and Mr. Aiſiaby, Treaſurer of the navy, who $ 
8 ſpoke firſt, Took notice of the general concern Þ 
. that had appeared the day before in the houſe, for ä 
g © the noble perſon that was impeached ; becauſe Þ 
s they were perſuaded *twas rather thro* wear l 
0 than malice that he had ſwallowed pernicious coun- b: 
. * ſels: But that in his opinion, few, if any, would 788 
5 * ſpeak in favour of another Lord, whom he was 
f to impeach. That the perſon he meant was Thomas, 1 
; Earl of Strafford, one of the Plenipotentiaries of Þ 
] 6 Great-Britain, at the congreſs at Utrecht ; whoſe 9 
ö conduct had been vaſtly different from that of 3 
} 5 


* his colleague, the preſent Biſhop of London. That 
this good and pious Prelate ſeemed to have been 
put at the head of that negociation, only to pal- 
* liate the iniquity of it, under the ſacredneſs of his 
character; but was little more than a cypher in the 
* abſence of the Earl of Strafford. That the Biſhop 
© not being in the ſecret, had acted with reſerve and 
* caution, and would do nothing without the Queen's 
* ſpecial commands: Whereas the Earl of Strafford 
4 © not 
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not only was forward to venture and undertake any 
s thing (as he expreſſes himſelf in one of his letters) 
© to be the tool of a frenchified miniſtry ; but in ma- 
ny inſtances had gone beyond his inſtructions, and 
adviſed the moſt pernicious meaſures, That ha. 
ving impartially weighed the different conduct of 
theſe two Miniſters, he was glad that nothing 
could be charged upon the Biſnop, which gave 
them an opportunity to convince the world, bat 
the church is not in danger : But moved, that 
Thomas Earl of Strafford, be impeached of high 
crimes and miſdemeanors. Mr Aiſlaby afterwards 
enlarged upon this charge, which he reducedto three 
principal heads, viz. * Firſt, The Earl of Strafford's 
« adviſing the fatal ſuſpenſion of arms: Which was 
* ſoon after attended with ſeveral misfortunes that 
© befel the allies; and, at laſt reduced them to 
the neceſſity of ſubmitting to the terms of an un- 
* ſafe, diſhonourable peace. Secondly, Adviſing the 
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 * ſeizing of Ghent and Bruges, in order to diſtreſs the 


Allies, and favour the enemy. And Thirdly, The 
inſolence and contempt with which he had treated 
© the moſt ſerene houſe of Hanover, and their Ge- 
* nerals and Miniſters, Mr Baile, a Scotch mem- 
ber, having ſeconded Mr Aiſlaby, Sir William 
Wyndham endeavoured to juſtify the Earl of Straf- 
ford as to the firſt head, by ſaying, that the 
peace, which was but the ſequel and neceſſary con- 
ſequence of the ſuſpenſion of arms, had been approved 
as ſuch by two ſucceſſive Parliaments, and declared 
advantageous, ſafe, and honourable, Mr Shippen, 
Mr Ward (the Lawyer,) and Mr Snell, ſpoke alſo 
in favour of the Earl of Strafford; as did alſo Mr 
Hungerford, who, among other things, ſaid, + That 


+ tho* the Biſhop of London had an equal ſhare with 


* the Earl of Straſford in the negociation of peace, 


© he was, it ſeems, to have the benefit of bis Clergy.” 
General Roſs having likewiſe ſaid ſomething to ex- 


cuſe 


— — 
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cuſe the ſuſpenſion of arms, General Cadogan anſwer- 
ed him briſkly, and ſhewed, That conſidering 
« the ſituation of both armies, the Confederates 
« loſt the faireſt opportunity they ever had in Flan- 
« ders to deſtroy the enemy's army, and to pene- 


« trate into the very heart of France. But added, 


345 


That nothing leſs could be expected from a Prin- | 


« ceſs, and a Miniſtry, who had entirely delivered 
« themſelves into the hands of France. Sir James 
Campbel ſpoke alſo againſt the Earl of S:rafford: 
But the member who diſtinguiſhed himſelf moſt in 
this debate was Sir James Dalrymple, another Scotch 


member, who, with great clearneſs and folidity, 


ſummed up what had been ſaid on both ſides ; and 
having illuſtrated the preſent caſe by parallel in- 
ſtances and proper obſervations, ſhewed that, both 


by the civil and ſtatute laws, the Earl of Strafford Tue karl of 


was, at leaſt, guilty of high crimes and miſdemeanors. E ep 
peached o 

* i bigh crimes 

queſtion was put, and (by a majority of 268 voices and miſe- 


Hereupon, about 7 o'clock in the evening, the 


againſt 100) reſolved, that this houſe will impeach 
Thomas Earl of Strafford of high crimes and miſde- 


meanors; and ordered, Firſt, That it be referred 


to the Committee of ſecrecy to draw up articles 
of impeachment, and prepare evidence againit 


mMEeanorss 


* the ſaid Earl. And Secondly, That the further 
« conſideration of the ſaid report be adjourned to 


that day ſeven-night:? When it was further ad- 
journed for a week longer. i 


IN Thurſday the ſeventh of July, Mr Walpole, 


from the Committee of ſecrecy, acquainted the 


houſe, That the Committee had, in obedience to 


the commands of the houſe, prepared articles of 


© impeachment for high-treaſon and other high crimes 
* and miſdemeanors, againſt Robert Earl of Oxford, 
* and Earl Mortimer; and that the Committee 
* had commanded him, at the ſame time, to ac- 


* quaint the houſe, that they ſhould, in a ſhort time, 


© have 
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© have further articles to lay before the houſe a. 

« painft the faid Earl; and that the Committee had 

Articles of directed him to report the articles (already pre- 
e « pared) to the houſe :? And he read them in his 
the Earl of place, and afterwards delivered the fame in at the 


„ laid 
| Oxford, ail table, where they were once read. 


Commons. | 
| After this it was moved by a member, that the 
further conſideration of the faid articles be adjourn. 
ed to that day ſeven- night; but it was carried with. 
out dividing, and ordered, that the ſaid report be 
read a fecond time the next day. Accordingly, 
on the 8th of July, the firſt ten of the articles of in. 
peachment againſt Robert, Earl of Oxford and Ear! 
Mortimer, were read a fecond time; upon which 
= there was a long debate from two til} eight in the 
Evening, when they were agreed to, with amend. 
ments to ſome of them, by a majority of 280 voices, 

againft 125. | | 
Debate about Then a motion being made, and the queſtion 
them. put, that the further conſideration of the faid report 
| be adjourned till the next morning, the ſame was 
carried in the negative, by 247 votes againſt 139. 
Hereupon the eleventh article was read a fecond 
time, and amended by the houſe; and, after candles 
had been brought in, there aroſe a great debate, 
upon the queſtion, Whether the ſaid article was high 
treaſon ? Sir Robert Raymond, formerly Sollicitor- 
General, William Bromley, Eſq; Sir William Wynd- 
ham, the Auditors Harley and Foley, Mr Ward, 
and Mr Hungerford (who had already ſpoke in fa- 
vour of the Earl of Oxford) maintained the nega- 
tive: And were ſtrongly ſupported by Sir Joſepb 
' Fekyll, one of the Committee of ſecrecy. The 
latter ſaid, among other things, That it was ever 
© his principle to do juſtice to every body, from 
the higheſt to the loweſt, being perſuaded, that 
© it was the duty of an honeſt man never to act by 
© a ſpirit of party. That he hoped he might 8 
* ten 
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« tend to have ſome knowledge of the laws of the 


kingdom; and as, in the Committee of ſecrecy, 
© he had taken the liberty to differ from his col - 
« leagues, he would not ſcruple to declare now to 
the whole houſe, that, in his judgment, the charge 
in queſtion did not amount to high-treaſon.* Moſt 
of the members of the Committee of ſecrecy were of- 
fended at this ſpeech, which bath #evealed and cen- 
ſured their proceedings: And thereupon Mr Wal- 
pole anſwered, with ſome warmth, That there 
« were both in and out of the Committee of ſecrecy 
« ſeveral perſons, who did not, 1n the leaſt, yield 
to the member that ſpoke laſt, in point of boxeſty ; 
« and who, without derogating from his merit, were 
« ſuperior to him in the knowledge of the laws; but 


who, at the fame time, were fatisfied that the 


« charge ſpecified in the eleventh article amounted 
to treaſon. Mr Walpole was backed by General 
Stanbope, the Lord Coningsby, General Cadogan, Mr 
Boſcawen, and Mr Aiſlaby ; and the eleventh article 
being amended, the fame was agreed to by the 
houſe, by a majority of 247 votes againſt 127. It 


is obſervable, that Mr Auditor Harley endeavoured 


to juſtify his brother; Firſt, By urging that he ever 
acted by the late Queen's poſitive commands; to 
prove which he offered to produce two letters from 
her Majeſty ; and 2dly, Theggeceſſity of making a 


peace, Having, upon this "occaſion, advanced, 
that the Dutch prolonged the war, and that their de- 
puties in the army had often prevented the giving 
the enemy a deciſive blow. General Cadogan an- 
fwered him very ſmartly ; ſhewed that the Dutch 


were more concerned than any Prince or State in the 


grand alliance, to put an end to the war; and under- 


took to prove, that there had not been any cam- 


paign in Flanders, except that in which the Duke 
of Ormond commanded, that was not marked, and 


famous to all poſterity, for ſome ſignal and glorious 


event, 
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event, to the advantage of the common cauſe. Then 
the reſt of the ſixteen articles were ſeverally read a 
ſecond time, and with amendments to ſome of them, 
agreed unto by the houſe, who ordered, Firſt, That 
the ſaid articles be engroſſed. Secondly, That a clauſ: 
be prepared, ſaving liberty to the Commons to exhibit 
any further articles againſt the ſaid Robert Earl if 
Oxford and Earl Mortimer; and that he may be 
ſequeſtred from Parliament, and committed to ſafe 
_ cuſtody. This clauſe was, according to order, of- 
fered the next day, to the houſe z and being twice 
read, and agreed to, was ordered to be engroſſed 
with the articles of impeachment. Whilſt this was 
doing, the Commons ordered Mr Comptroller to go 
to the Lords with a meſſage, to deſire that their 
Lordſhips would continue fitting ſome time; with 
which deſire their Lordſhips readily complied, 
Orders of Then the engroſſed articles of impeachment againſt 
of Com- Robert, Earl of Oxford and Earl Mortimer, were 
monsfor i” read; after which it was ordered, Firſt, That th: 
Earl of Or. Lord Coningſby do carry the ſaid articles to the Lord. 
8 Secondly, That the Lord Coningſby be directed (be. 
fore be exhibits the ſaid articles to the Lords) to im- 
peach Robert, Earl of Oxford and Earl Mortimer, 

to the effect following, viz. e 

| WE KK 


My Lords, | 
H E. Commons aſſembled in Parliament hav- 

ing received information of divers traite- 

rous practices and deſigns of a great Peer of this 
houſe, Robert, Earl of Oxford and Earl Mort: 
mer; have commanded me to impeach the ſaid 
Earl of Oxford and Earl Mortimer, of high-trea- 
fon, and other high crimes and miſdemeanors: 
And I do here in their names, and in the names 
of all the Commons of Great-Britain, impeach 
Robert, Earl of Oxford and Earl Mortimer, of 
high-treaſon, ' and other high crimes and miſde- 
meanors. I am farther commanded by the houſe 


of 
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of Commons to pray and demand of your Lord- 


ſhips, that the Earl of Oxford and Earl Mortimer 


may be ſequeſtred from Parliament, and forthwith 
committed to ſafe cuſtody, 


After this, Mr Sollicitor-General having been ſent 
to the Lords with a meſſage, to deſire, that their 
Lordſhips would direct the Painted- Chamber, the 
Lobby, and the paſſage to the houſe of Peers to be 
cleared from any crowd (which was done accord- 
ingly, by five o'clock in the afternoon) the Lord 
Coningsby, attended by moſt of the Mhig members, 
went up to the houſe of Peers, and, at their bar, 


impeached Robert, Earl of Oxford and Earl Morti- 
mer, in the form above-mentioned ; and then left 


with their Lordſhips the articles of impeachment. 


As ſoon as the Lord Coningsby, and the Com- 
moners that accompanied him, were withdrawn, 
a Tory Lord moved, That the conſideration of the 
* articles of impeachment be adjourned to Monday 
following, ' and was backed by ſeveral Peers of the 


| fame fide 3 particularly by the Biſhop of Rocheſter, 


who urged, © That this accuſation was of ſo extraor- 
* dinary a nature, and ſo very important, both in it 
* {elf and its conſequences, that the houſe ought to 
proceed on it with the utmoſt caution and delibe- 
© ration.” But he was anſwered, by a Scotch Duke, 
who, among other things ſaid, It was well 
known, the Prelate who ſpoke laſt, had, of late 
* ſtudied more Politicks than Divinity; and was 
thoroughly acquainted with the ſubje& matter of 
© the articles, that lay before them; and therefore 


* his Grace did not doubt, but his Lordſhip was now 


* as ready to ſpeak to them, as he could ever be, if 
© he had more time to conſider of them.“ After 
a dehate of about an hour and a half, the queſtion 
for adjourning was put, and carried in the negative, 
by a majority of 86 voices againſt 54; and thereup- 

on 
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the Lord Cowper, Lord Chancellor, the Dukes of 
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on the articles of impeachment were read, which took 1 
up till about eight in che evening. Then a motion 1 


was made, (by the fame fide that was for adjourn- | 
ing) that the Judges be conſulted z that the houſe 
might be ſatisfied, whether the charge contained in 
the ſaid articles amounted to treaſon? The Lords 
Trevor, and Harcourt, the Dukes of Shrewſbury and 
Leeds, the Earl of Powlet, the Lord North and 
Grey, the Biſhop of Rocheſter, and ſome other 
Peers of that fide, were for the affirmative; but 


Argyle and Montroſe, the Earls of Nottingham, Sun- 
derland, Dorſet, and Ia; the Lord Viſcount Tous. 
ſhend, and ſome other Lords of the court party, 
ſpoke for the negative, The Lord Trevor having 
gone ſo far, as to declare his opinion, that none of 
the articles amounted to bigh-ireaſon ; he was anſwer- 
ed by the Lord Cowper, who ſhewed the contrary; 
and challenged all the Lawyers in England to diſ- 
prove his arguments. Nevertheleſs, the Tory Lords 
{till inſiſting on the conſulting of the Judges, the 
Earl of Nottingham, repreſented to them, That 
« inſtead of favouring, thereby, the noble perſon 
< who had the misfortune to be impeached, as un- 
doubtedly, they meant it, they might, on che Ml * 
contrary, do him a great prejudice; for, if up- ai 
on conſulting the Judges, they declared the charge 6 
© to amount to ſreaſon, the ſaid Lord would ſtand Pe 
« prejudged, before he was brought to his tryal' * 
After ſome other ſpeeches, the er. was put upon il * 
the motion before mentioned, and carried in the ne- i © 
gative, by 84 voices againſt 52. And then it was 0 

8 

0 

P 

a 
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moved by the court party, that the Earl of Oxford 
be committed to ſafe cuſtody : Which occaſioned a 
freſh debate. Several members of both fides, hav- 
ing declared their opinion upon that motion, the 
Earl of Oxford thought it high time for him to ſpeak 
for himſelf, which he did to this effect: 


My 
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ok My Lords, 4 l # 
90 T is a very great misfortune for any man to 1 
1 fall under the diſpleaſure of ſo great and ſo aryl 


powerful a body as the Commons of Great-Britain : Lords houſe. 
And this misfortune is the heavier upon me, be- 

ds cauſe I had the honour to be placed at the head 

ng of the late Miniſtry, and muſt now, it ſeems, be 

made accountable for all the meaſures that were 
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nd | | 
« WM then purſued. But, on the other hand, *> a ve- 
ut ry great comfort to me under this misfortune, that 


of I have the honour to be a member of this auguſt 
aſſembly: An aſſembly which always ſquares their 


n. : 

„. proceedings and judgments by the rules of honour, 
1, hattice, and equity; and is not to be byaſſed by a 
g fpirit of party. | | 

„ Lord., VV 
” I could fay a great deal to clear my ſelf of the 


charge which is brought againſt me: But as I now 
ds labour under an indiſpoſition of body, beſides the 
M fatigue of this long ſitting, I ſhall contract what 1 
have to ſay within a very narrow compaſs. This 
whole accuſation may, it ſeems, be reduced to the 
* negociation and concluſion of the peace: That the 
ne MW nation. wanted a pace,” nobody will deny; and, 
p- | hope, it will be eaſily made out, that the con- 
ge ditions of this peace are as good as could be ex- 
d pected, conſidering the circumſtances wherein it 
„vas made, and the back wardneſs and reluctancy 
boy which ſome of the allies ſhewed to come into the 
bi Queen's meaſures. This is certain, that this peace, 
as as bad as it is now repreſented, was approved by 
wo ſucceſſive Parliaments, It is, indeed, ſug- 
i Veſted againſt this peace, that it was a ſeparate 
y. one: But I hope my Lords, it will be made ap- 
ne pear, that it was general ; and that it was France, 
k and not Great-Britain, that made the firſt ſteps to- 
wards a negociation. And, my Lords, 1 gay 1 
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| wholly tranſacted by that unfortunate nobleman 
his betAl 


as I always acted by the immediate directions and 
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bold to ſay, that during my whole adminiſtration, 


the Sovereign upon the Throne, was loved at home, 


and feared abroad. 


As to the buſineſs of Tournay, which is made 2 
capital charge, I can ſafely aver, that I had no 
manner of ſhare in it; and that the ſame was 


who thought fit to ſtep aſide: But I dare ſay in 
f, that if this charge could be proved, it 
would not amount to treaſon. For my own part, 


commands of the late Queen, and never of 
fended againſt any known law, I am juſtified in 
my conſcience, and unconcerned for the life of an 
inſignificant old man. But I cannot, without the 
higheſt ingratitude, be unconcerned for the beſt of 
Queens: A Queen who heaped upon me honours 
and preferments, though I never aſked for them; 
and therefore I think myfelf under an obligation 
to vindicate her memory, and the meaſures ſhe pur- 
ſued, to my dying breath. 


My Lords, | | 

If Minifters of ſtate, acting by the immediate 
commands of their Sovereigg, are afterwards to 
be made accountable for their proceedings, it may, 
one day or other, be the caſe of all the members of 
this auguſt aſſembly : I don't doubt, therefore, that 
out of regard to yourſelves, your Lordſhips will 
give me an equitable hearing; and I hope that, in 
the proſecution of this enquiry, it will appear, that 
I have merited not only the indulgence, but likewiſe 
the favour of the government. 


My Lords, 1 
I am now to take my leave of your Lordſhips, 
and of this honourable houſe, perhaps for ever ! | 
ſhall lay down my life with pleaſure, in a cauie 
favoured by my late dear royal Miſtreſs. my 
when 


—— 


* 
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on, when I conſider that I am to be judged by the ju- 
ne, ſtice, honour, and virtue of my Peers, J ſhall ac- 


quieſce, and retire with great content: And, my : 
- Wl Lords, God's will be done. ; | 
no | : 
vas Before the queſtion for committing the Earl of . 
"an WF Oxford to ſafe cuſtody was put, the Duke of Shrew/- - : 
in WF bury acquainted the houſe, That the ſaid Earl j 
vas, at preſent, very much indiſpoſed with the . 
nt, gravel; and therefore he hoped the houſe would 5 
nd not immediately ſend him to the Tower, but ſuffer 8 
of- him to be, for two or three days, under the | f 
m cuſtody of the blacł- rod at his own houſe, where | : 
an he might have the attendance and aſſiſtance of his \| 
the relations and ſervants : That, however, he did not | 


of if « propoſe this as a motion, becauſe he was againſt 

urs WF © committing him at all; but only left it to the 

n; conſideration of the houſe.” His Grace was ſfe- 

conded by the Earl of Powlet ; and no oppoſition 

ur- WW being made by the other party, the Earl of Oxford 
withdrew, leaving word, with the Uſher of the 
plack-rod, that he would be at home. After this, 

| the queſtion was put, that the ſaid Earl be committed 


rr 


oc 
F 


a 70 ſafe cuſtody, which was carried in the affirmative, ; 
© by 82 voices, againſt 30; and ſo the houle roſe, a- : 
*) bout a quarter paſt one in the morning; when the „ : 
of W Uſher of the black-rod went to the Earl of Oxford's'The 1 F 
hat houſe; communicated to him the order of the houſe: ght cn. f 
vill WF of Peers, for taking him into cuſtody; and 1 ; 
1 BW ſome of his officers for that purpoſe in his Lord-- - 9 
* ſhip's houſe. It was obſerved that when the Earl 


of Oxford went home, he was attended by a mob 
that cried out High-church, Ormond, and Oxford tor 
ever, Se. re bs ; | f 


Ps: On Monday the f 1th of Fuly, the Lord Coningsby 
* MW acquainted the Commons, That he did, the Sa- 

* turday before, at the bar of the houſe of Lords, 
nd i « impeach Robert, Earl of Oxford and Earl Mor- 
* Vo. VI. Aa * timer 
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in danger: A motion was made, that be might con- 
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timer of bigb- treaſon, and other high crimes, and 
miſdemeanors, and delivered in the articles of im- 

peachment againſt him; and did pray and demand 
that the ſaid Earl might be ſequeſtred from Par. 


a K A 


Li) 


© liament, and forthwith committed to ſafe cuſtody 


The ſame day the Lords ordered, that the Earl of 
Oxford be brought to the bar of their houſe the next 
morning, in order to be ſent to the Tower ; and 
then their Lordſhips ſent a meſſage to the Commons 
to acquaint that honourable houſe, * That the Lords 
© had ordered the black rod to attach and take into 
« ſafe cuſtody Robert, Earl of Oxford and Ear! 
Mortimer; and that the black-rod had returned to 
the Lords, that he had accordingly attached the 
© faid Earl, and had him now in ſafe cuſtody. 


On Tueſday the 12th of July, the Earl of Ox. 


ford was according to order, brought to the bar of 


the Lords houſe, where having received a copy of 
the articles of impeachment againſt him, he repre- 
ſented to their Lordſhips, That the ableſt men in 
<, the nation had been many weeks in drawing up 

thoſe long articles againſt him ; and therefore he 
. hoped the houſe would allow him a proportion- 
able time to anſwer them.“ His Lordſhip took 
that occaſion to return to their Lordſhips his hear- 

ty thanks for their great humanity in not ſending 
him to the Tower the Saturday before; and as he 
« ſtill laboured under the ſame indiſpoſition of body, 
he humbly defired their Lordſhips to permit him 
to continue ſome few days more at his own houſe, 
under the cuſtody of the black-rod.? The Earl of 
Oxford being withdrawn to the Hack- rod room, the 
Lords reſolved to allow him a month to anſwer the 


a 6a K && Ax 


articles of impeachment; and as to his laſt requeſt, 


Dr Mead, one of his Lordſhip's Phyſicians, being 
conſulted, and having made a kind of affidavit, that 
if the Earl were ſent to the Tower, his life would be 
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tinue in bis houſe till the Monday following : But this 
was oppoſed, and after a warm debate, it was car- 
ried, by eighty one voices againſt fifty five, that he 
ſhould be carried to the Tower, on Saturday the 


16th of July. The moſt remarkable paſſage in this pemarkavie 


aſſage in the 
Lords houſe, 
July 12th. 


day's debate, was as follows: The Earl of Angleſey p 
having faid, That it was to be feaged, theſe vio- 
ent meaſures would make the ſceptre ſhake in the 
King's hands. Moſt of the members were offen- 
ded at this ſuggeſtion, and, ſome cried the Tower, 
and others only to order. The Earl of Sutherland, 
one of the Sixteen Peers of North-Britain, who, in 
the worſt of times, had given ſignal proofs of his 
affection to the Hanover ſucceſſion, ſtanding up, 
ſaid, He trembled with indignation to hear ſuch 


© words pronounced in that noble aſſembly ; that if 


they had been ſpoke any where elſe, he would 
call the perſon that ſpoke them to an account: But 
* all he could do there was to move that he might 
© explain himſelf.” The Earl of Sutherland was ſe- 
conded by the Duke of Roxburgh, another Scotch 
Peer of eminent zeal and affection for the preſent 
happy ſettlement, who, among other things, ſaid, 


That the ſcepire was ſo well rivetted in the King's hand, 


that inſtead of ſhaking, it would cruſh all bis Majeſty's 
enemies. The Earl of Berkeley, and ſome other Lords 
backed alſo the Earl of Sutherland's motion: 
Whereupon the Earl of Angleſey ſtood up, and ſaid, 
© That it was but too manifeſt, by the riots that 
were daily committed in ſeveral parts of the 
kingdom, that the nation, in general, was againſt 
© theſe impeachments; that for his own part, he was 


ſo far from approving thoſe tumultuous aſſemblies 


* and diſorders, that he rather wiſhed a ſtop might 
* ſpeedily be put to them, by exemplary» puniſh- 
* ments; that he had on ſeveral occaſions, given 
* ſufficientproofs of his zeal and affection for the re- 
* volution and the Proteſtant ſucceſſion ; that what 
© he had now advanced, was the reſult of the ſame 
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© zeal for the peace and proſperity of his Majeſty's 
< reign : However, if he had been ſo unhappy as, 
by any unguarded or paſſionate expreſſion, to give 
« offence to that auguſt aſſembly, he was very ſorry 


© for it.“ Notwithſtanding this apology, ſome 


members were inclined to have his Lordſhip ſent 
to the Tower, but the very words he had ſpoken not 
having been taken in writing, the houſe admitted 
his Lordſhip*s explanation, and ſo that matter went 
no farther, _ * | 
It was expected, that the Earl of Oxford would, 
on the 23d of Auguſt, have given in his anſwer to the 
articles exhibited againſt him; but on that day, a 
petition. from the ſaid Earl, praying for a longer 
time, being preſented to their Lordſhips, they were 
pleaſed to agree to give him till that day ſc'nnight, 
and ordered, that he ſhould then attend at their bar 
in perſon, and deliver in his anſwer. But on the 
3oth of Auguſt, having petitioned for a longer de- 
lay, their Lordſhips granted him till Saturday the 
3d of September, when the Earl of Oxford cauſed 
his anſwer to be delivered to the houſe of Lords, 


- After the reading of the anſwer, the Lords or- 
dered the ſame to be entered in the books of their 
houſe; and on Wedneſday, the 7th of September, 


fent a meſſoge to acquaint the Commons, That 


the Earl of Oxford and Earl Mortimer had put in 
© his anſwer to the articles of impeachment exhibited 
* againſt him for high-treaſon and other high crimes 


and miſdemeanors, and to deliver to the houſe of 


9 Sept. 9th. | 


faid, He had not yet had time to peruſe and exa- 


© Commons a true copy thereof.” Hereupon the 
Commons ordered. That the ſaid anſwer be read 
upon Friday * morning next ;* but the ſame was 
put off till Monday the 12th of September, when, 
the ſaid anſwer being read accordingly, there arofe 
a ſmall debate. Mr Falpole, among other things, 
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mine that anſwer, but that he now heard it read Mr Yat- 


Pole's ſpeech 


with a great deal of attention, and, in his OPINION, vpon the 
it contained little more than what had been ſyg- wading the 


Earl of Ox- 


geſted in vindication of the late meaſures, in a fende an- 
Pamphlet, intituled, The conduct of the Allies, ſwer. 


and repeated over and over in the papers called 
The Examiner, That the main drift of this an- 
{wer ſeemed to prove theſe two aſſertions: Firſt, 
That the Earl of Oxford had no ſhare in the advi- 
ſing and managing the matters mentioned in the 
articles againſt him, but that the late Queen did e- 
very thing; and Secondly, That the late Queen was 
a wiſe, good, and pious Princeſs. That if the ſe- 
cond propoſition were not better grounded than 
the firſt, the reputation of that excellent Princeſs 
would be very precarious : But as every body 
muſt own her to, be a good and pious Queen, ſo it 
was notorious that the Earl of Oxford, as Prime 
Miniſter, was the chief adviſer, promoter, and 
manager, of the matters charged upon him in the 
articles: And therefore his anſwer was a falſe and 
malicious libel, laying upon his royal miſtreſs the 
blame of all the pernicious meaſures he had led 
her into, againſt her own honour and the good 


of his country: That he hoped the Earl's endea- 


vouring to ſcreen himſeif behind the Queen's 
name, would avail him nothing: That *tis, in- 
deed, a fundamental maxim of our conſtitution, 


that Kings can do no wrong; but that, at the ſame 


time, *tis no leſs certain, that Miniſters of ſtate are 
accountable for their actions; otherwiſe a Parlia- 
ment would be but an empty name; the Commons 
would have no buſineſs in that place; and the 
Government would be abſolute and arbitrary. 
That tho? the Earl had the aſſurance to aver, that 


he had no ſhare in the management of affairs that 


were tranſacted while he was at the helm, yet he 
pretended to juſtify the late meaſures: And there- 
. AK noone fore. 
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Mr Ship- 
Pen's ſpeech, 
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fore, in that reſpect, his anſwer ought to be looked 
© upon as a libel on the proceedings of the Com- 
* mons, ſince he endeavoured to clear thoſe perſons, 
© who had already confeſſed their guilt by their 
flight.“ Mr Shippen, could not be altogether ſi- 
lent upon this occaſion: He ſaid, That it would 
© not become him to defend the Earl's anſwer, ſince 
© as a member of that honourable aſſembly, he was 
© become one of his accuſers : But that he could not 
< forbear wiſhing, that this proſecution might be 
dropt, and that the houſe would be fatisfied with 
© the two late acts of attainder. That this wiſh of 
* his was the ſtronger, becauſe one of the principal 
« reaſons that induced the Commons to impeach the 
« Earl of Oxford, ſubſiſted no longer, the affairs of 
Europe having received a ſudden turn from the 
death of the French King; whereby the renun- 


_ © ciation of King Philip began to take place, in the 


Mr Aiſlaby's 
ſpeech. 


M WW «a «a @«6 


* advancement of the Duke of Orleans to the abſo- 
© Jute regency of France.“ Mr Aiſlaby anſwered 
thereupon, * He hoped, *twas to little pur- 
poſe the gentleman who ſpoke laſt, endeavoured 
to move the pity and compaſſion of the houſe, 
and perſuade them to drop this proſecution. That 
this was not a proper time to examine and reply 
to the Earl of Oxford's anſwer , and therefore he 
would content himſelf with ſaying, in general, 
that it was a contexture of the ſhifts, evaſions, and 
falſe repreſentations, contained in three parts of the 
* hiftory of the White-ftaff. That as to what had been 


_« ſuggeſted, concerning the event which ſeemed to 


© have ſtrengthened the renunciation, he did not 
deny, there might be ſomething in it; which was 
* manifeſt from the great joy the well affected to 
the government had ſhewn on this oecaſion, and 
from the mortification and deſpair that appeared 
in the faces of a certain party : Bat that, after all, 
4t could not yet be afcertained, that the renuncia- 
lion was in force; that there was a vaſt difference 

; between 
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between the regency and the crown ; that time on- 
« ly would decide that matter; but that even ſup- 


359 


« poſing, that by the concurrence of unforeſeen e- + 


vents, King Pbilip's renunciation ſhould, at laſt, 
take place, yet the ſame would not juſtify the 
miniſters who propoſed and laid it as the founda- 
tion of the late peace, ſince they with whom they 
treated, were ſo frank and ſo ſincere as to tell 
them, that it could never be valid, by the funda- 
mental laws of France.“ After ſome other ſpeeches, 
it was ordered, Firſt, © That the anſwer of Robert 
Earl of Oxford and Earl Mortimer, be referred to 
the Committee appointed to draw up articles of 
«* impeachment and prepare evidence againſt the im- 
« peached Lords; Secondly, That the ſaid Commit- 
© tee do prepare a replication to the ſaid anſwer. 
Accordingly, on Friday the 16th of September, Mr 
Walpole, from the ſaid Committee, reported the ſaid 
replication, which he read in his place, and afterwards 
delivered in at the table, where the ſame was read, 
agreed unto, and ordered to be engroſſed. Three 


days * after, the engroſſed replication was read, and Sept. 19th. 


ordered, that the Lord Coningsby do carry the ſame 
to the Lords : Which his Lordſhip did accordingly. 
But the farther proſecution of this affair was deferred 
on account of the rebellion, which ſoon followed 
after this, and ſeveral other interruptions, till the 


24th of June, 1717. 


After ſeveral prorogations, the Parliament met 1716. 


at Weſtminſter, on the oh of January, when the 
King went to the houſe of peers, and the Commons 
being ſent for up, and attending, the Lord Chan- 
cellor read his Majeſty's ſpeech to both houſes, as 


My Lords and Gentlemen, | 


T HE zeal and affection to my government, The King's 


and the vigilant care for the ſafety of the fech. 


Aa 4 nation, 
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nation, which you have ſhewn in your reſpective 
counties, have not only fully anſwered my expecta- 
tions, but give me aſſurances that you are met toge- 
ther reſolved to act with a ſpirit becoming a time of 
common danger, and with ſuch a vigour, as will 


end in the confuſion of all thoſe who have openly | 


engaged 1n this rebellion, and in the ſhame and re- 
proach of ſuch as by ſecret and malicious inſinuati- 
ons, have fomented, or by an avowed indifference, 


encouraged this traiterous enterprize. 


It is, I doubt not, a great ſatisfaction to you to 
have obſerved, that the powers you entruſted me 
with for the preſervation of the publick ſafety, have 
been employed in the moſt proper and effectual 
manner, and made ſtrictly ſubſervient to thoſe pur- 
poles only for which you intended them; and you 
muſt have had the pleaſure to reflect with me, 


that as the meaſures taken for our defence, have 
been juſt and neceſſary, ſo it has pleaſed the di- 


vine providence to bleſs them with a ſeries of ſuita- 
ble ſucceſs : And I cannot but take this opportunity 
of doing juſtice to the officers and ſoldiers of the 


army, whoſe brave and faithful diſcharge of their 


duty, has diſappointed our enemies, and contributed 
Jo much to the ſafery of the nation. 


I did hope that the detecting and preventing the 


deſigned inſurrections in ſome parts of this king- 
dom, and the defeating in others, thoſe who had 


taken up arms againſt me, would have pur an end 


to this rebellion ; but it. js plain that our enemies, 
animated by ſome ſecret hopes of aſſiſtance, are ſtill 
endeavouring to ſupport this deſperate undertaking ; 


and the Pretender, as I have reaſon to believe, is 
now landed in Scotland. 


It is however with pleaſure I can acquaint you, 
that notwithſtanding theſe inteſtine commotions, 
Great Britain has, in ſome meaſure, recovered its 


influence and reputation abroad, The treaty for 
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ſettling the barrier for the Netherlands, is now ful- 
ly concluded between the Emperor and the States- 
General, under my guaranty. The King of Spain 
has agreed to a treaty, by which that valuable 


branch of our commerce will be delivered from 


the new impoſitions and hardſhips to which it was 
ſubjected by the late treaties, and will ſtand ſettled 
for the future on a foot more advantageous and cer- 
tain, than it ever did in the moſt flouriſhing time 
of any of my predeceſſors; and the treaty for re- 
newing all former alliances between the crown of 
Great-Britain and the States-General, is brough 

very near to it's concluſion. : 


Gentlemen of the houſe of Commons, 

I muſt rely on your affection to me, and your 
care and concern for the ſafety of the nation, to 
grant me ſuch ſupplies, as may enable me to re- 
ſtore and ſecure the peace of the kingdom ; and 
I will order eſtimates of the neceſſary expences to 
be laid before you. | 

Among the many unavoidable ill conſequences 


of this rebellion, none affets me more ſenſibly, 


than that extraordinary burthen which it has and 
mult create to my faithful ſubjects. To eaſe them 
as far as in my power, I take this firſt opportunity 


of declaring, that I will freely give up all the 


eſtates that ſhall become forfeited ro the crown by 


this rebellion, to be applied towards defraying the | 


extraordinary expence incurred on this occaſion. 
nd 3 


My Lords and Gentlemen, 

It is matter of the greateſt uneaſineſs to me, 
that the firſt years of my reign, the whole courſe 
of which I wiſhed to have tranſmitted to poſteri- 
ty, diſtinguiſhed by the fair and endearing marks 
of peace and clemency, ſhould be clouded and 
oyercaſh with ſo unnatural a rebellion z which, 
however 
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however impotent and unſucceſsful a due-care ma 
render it in all other reſpects, does moſt ſenſibly 
afflict me, by the calamities it has brought on ma- 
ny of my faithful ſubjects, and by thoſe indiſpenſi. 
ble returns of ſeverity which their ſufferings and 
the public ſafety do moſt juſtly call for. Under 
this concern, my greateſt comfort is, that I cannot 
reproach myſelf with having given the leaſt provo- 
cation to that ſpirit of diſcontent and calumny that 
has been let looſe againſt me, or the leaſt pretence 
for kindling the flame of this rebellion. | 

Let thoſe whoſe fatal counſels laid the foun. 
dation of all theſe miſchiefs, and thoſe whoſe 
private diſcontents and diſappointments, diſguiſed 
under falſe pretences, have betrayed great num. 


bers of deluded people into their own deſtruction, 
_ anſwer for the miſeries in which they have involved 


their fellow- ſubjects. I queſtion not, but that 
with the continuance of God's bleſſings, who alone 
is able to form good out of evil, and with the 
chearful aſſiſtance of my Parliament, we ſhall, in 
a ſhort time, ſee this rebellion end, not only in 
reſtoring the tranquillity of my government, but 


in procuring a firm and laſting eſtabliſhment of 


that excellent conſtitution in church and ſtate, 
which it was manifeſtly deſigned to ſubvert: And 
that this open and flagrant attempt in favour of 
Popery, will aboliſh all other diſtinctions among 
us, bur of ſuch as are zealous aſſertors of the liber- 
ties of their country, the preſent eſtabliſhment, and 
the Proteſtant religion, and of ſuch as are endes. 
vouring to ſubject the nation to the revenge and t) 


ranny of a Popiſb Pretender. 


The Commons being returned to their houſe, and 
having unanimouſly reſolved on an addreſs of thanks 
to his Majeſty,” ſent to the Lords to deſire them to 
continue ſitting for ſome time. This meſſage was 
72 wg JI carrie 


nay I carried by Mr. Lechmere, who having reported to the 
ibly houſe, that the Lords conſented to do ſo, made a 

ma. ſpeech to the effect following. He ſaid, That af. Mr. Ler- 
nf. ter the general aſſurances the houſe had given to nig 


and © his Majeſty, one moment ought not to be loſt, che rebellion. 
without taking ſome effectual ſtep towards making 


mot them good : That the firſt and great concern was, 
vo. Wl © to put an end to this rebellion 3 not only to quiet 
that the preſent commotions, but to extinguiſh the ve- 
nce ry poſſibility of their being renewed : That for 
i « theſe ends, every gentleman would agree to 
un. ſtrengthen the hands of the King in ſuch a man- 
,ofe ner, as would enable him ſpeedily and effectually 
ſed to compleat this work: That the houſe would do 
im. MW chis with an abſolute chearfulneſs, from the certain 
on, © knowledge and experience they had of the wiſdom 
ved and juſtice of his Majeſty, who would make no 
hat other uſe of any confidence his Parliament ſhould 
one IM © repoſe in him, than to promote the common wel- 
the fare of his people; and that whatever extraordi- 
in nary aſſiſtance the preſent juncture of affairs ſhould 
in require, would be continued no longer than the 
but WM © public neceſſity called for: That the next uſeful 
- of MW © and neceſſary ſtep, was the national juſtice, which 
te, © was incumbent on this houſe, in duty to the King, 
nd as well as in juſtice to the people: And as ungrate- 
of ful and diſagreeable a part as this muſt be, yet, 
no WM © when the deſign of the enemy was become ſo deſ- 
er- © perate, and ſo avowed, as to ſtrike at the crown 
nd WW © upon the King's head, and to involve the nation 
ein the calamities of a civil war, the houſe could 
ty- not exert themſelves too early, nor with too much 
© vigour ; and that as the houſe acquitted itſelf on 

* this occaſion, he promiſed himſelf the effect 

nd © would be anſwerable: That the ſpirit which 
ks MW © ſhould be ſhewn in this inſtance, would 


to © animate the friends of the government, both at 
Vas home and abroad; and the terror it muſt ſtrike 
id on our enemies, would be equal at leaſt, and con- 

| tribute 
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PARLIAMENTARY A. 1716, 
tribute as much to the common ſafety, as any other 
preparation that had or could be made. He wiſhed 
he could ſay or think, that this rebellion was the 
project of thoſe only, who appeared to head it; or 
chat it was the reſult of the weak or raſh counſels of 
thoſe who publickly avowed it; he wiſhed he 
could ſay, that it was the work of Papiſts only, or of 
thoſe few Proteſtants who were wicked or weak 
enough openly to join in it. He wiſhed he could 
ſay, that it was a plot but of yeſterday, and that 
it had taken no deeper root than ordinary ap- 
pearances would lead to ſuſpect; but he thought it 
plain, that it was the effect of many years labour, 
of the joint and united labour of great numbers, 
both Proteſtants and Papiſts, the plain and neceſſa- 
ry conſequence of the meaſures which had been 
carrying on for ſome years paſt, That to frame a 
right judgment of the nature of this rebellion, he 
thought it neceſſary for the houſe to look back, and 
conſider the natural tendency of the public pro- 
ceedings of late years, and the connection they 
bore with the preſent unfortunate ſtate of things: 
When men in ſacred functions ſuffered themſelves 


to become ſtate-inſtruments, and the great merit of 


ſuch men was, under the pretence of aſſerting the 
doctrines of the church of England to condemn the 
revolution, he could never underſtand any other de- 
ſign or tendency from thoſe practices, than to un- 
dermine the foundation of the Proteſtant ſucceſſion, 
He remembered *cwas ſaid upon a very ſolemn 
occaſion, by a very honourable Gentleman, That 
the condemning the late happy revolution, could have 
no other meaning, than to make Way for another : 
That however wicked and dangerous theſe practices 


were, they made too great an impreſſion, and con- 


tributed a great deal to the preſent calamity : That 
as the deſigns of the enemy grew more avowed, 
ſtate-principles of another kind were advanced, 
which ſtill conduced to the ſame end: That mw 
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well known what induſtry was uſed to inculcate 
the notions of hereditary right to the crown, in op- 
poſition to the ſettlement which had been made of 
itin the houſe of Hanover, by the authority of 
Parliament, and with no other view, thanto weaken 
that ſettlement: That every one remembered 
what extraordinary pains were taken to poiſon the 


people with this dangerous notion ; and that thoſe 


who made the beſt court to men in power, were 


ſuch who eſpouſed this opinion in the moſt noto- 


rious manner : That he could not forget with what 
tenderneſs a certain divine of the church of Eng- 


land was treated below ftairs, whilſt under proſe- 


cution for the moſt impudent libel * that ever was 
publiſhed againſt any government, that had either 
will or power to maintain itſelf. He'thought the 


puniſhment that was inflicted on that gentleman 


light enough, but he could not avoid taking no- 
tice of a remarkable paſſage, which then alarmed 
every thinking man, and will, one time or other, 
deſerve the conſideration of this houſe, viz. The 
order from the government, counterſigned by a 
Secretary of ſtate to the Judges of the Queen's 
Bench, after the judgment paſſed, to ſuperſede 


the ignominious part of the puniſhment, by rea- 


ſon of the ſacred function of the criminal; by 
which the moſt unexampled and dangerous diſtinc- 
tion was introduced; and which proceeding could 
bear no other conſtruction, than as a licence and 
protection, even from the government, to men 


in holy orders, to propagate that deſtructive po- 


ſition with impunity; and the character of the 
perſon, which ought in juſtice to have aggravated 
his guilt, and heightened the puniſhment, became 
his indemnity againſt the reproach of it, even by 


the authority of the government itſelf, He re- 
membered in what manner every thing of that na- 


* ture 


* The hereditary right aſſerted, &c. 
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s © ture was treated in Weſtminſter- Hall ; what ſeveri. 
< ties were exerciſed againſt thoſe perſons who had 
Courage enough to aſſert the intereſt of their 
country, and of the Proteſtant ſucceſſion, at the 
« ' ſame time that the patrons of hereditary right en. 
<.joyed all indulgencies : That he mentioned theſe 
© things on no uncertainties, having been an eye. 
< witneſs of them himſelf, and it having fallen to 
© his ſhare to bear ſome part in them: That this 
< was one of the moſt ſucceſsful parts of the ſcheme 
of thoſe who had fixed their eyes on the Preten- 
der: That the houſe need not be told how far it 
had operated to the prejudice of the Proteſtant 
« ſucceſſion. That he could give many other in- 
© ſtances of this kind; all which promoted the ſame 
end. The groſs diſtinctions that were coined 
to elude the oaths that had been made for the ſecu- 
< rity of the government; the endeavours that were 
© uſed to poſſeſs the people with falſe fears of the 
danger of the church; and the little care that was 
taken, to ſay no worſe of it, to inſtil into the 
< youth of the kingdom, ſuch principles as were con. 
+ ſiſtent with the true intereſt either of church or 
© ſtate. That he looked upon theſe things which 
he had mentioned, to be the foundation of the 
* ſcheme that was now, by this rebellion, carrying 
© on into execution; and he owned, that in this re- 
* ſpe, the authors of it were wiſe in their gene. 
ration; for by theſe arts, the very principle on 
which the Proteſtant ſucceſſion is founded, was 
« ſhaken; and tho* the methods of doing it, were 
«baſe and vile, yet the diſſatisfaction and uneaſi- 
6:neſs that was created by them in the minds of the 
people, made way for the change that was de- 
_ * Ecfired. 5 p N 
That he craved leave of the houſe, to put them in 
mind of other parts of this ſcheme, that were carry- 
ing on at the ſame time. The enemies to the pre- 


ſent government judging aright for their own pur 


1 Poſe, 
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* poſe, by all methods to attack the conſciences of 
* the people, as to the legality and juſtice of the 
« ſettlement of the crown in the houſe of Hanover, 
they thought it neceſſary, at the ſame time, to 
« diſable, as far as they could, thoſe perſons who 
had been moſt remarkable for their ſervices in the 


« ſupport of it. That the great effort was made at 
« that great man *, who is not only the honour and 
« ornament of his country, but the glory of the age 
« he lives in. He added, he thought he ſhould nor 
be ſuſpected of flattery at this time, nor as he be- 
« lieved, at any time, with reſpect to that great 
© man, That many who then heard him, remem- 
© bered the part he took in vindication of that great 
© man, whilſt his character was under debate in this 
© houſe. That he could not forget the rage and in- 
© yeteracy with which he was purſued ; nor how 
much ſtreſs was laid upon obtaining the cenſures of 
Parliament upon him: That the aſperſions then 
« thrown upon him, did not hurt that great man; 
and whatever endeavours may at any time be uſed 
to leſſen him, will hurt none but thoſe that ſnall pro- 


| © mote them; but yet thoſe vain endeavours were a 


very uſeful part of the ſcheme then carrying on: 
NT was a neceſſary ſtep for thoſe men to put him out 
of the way, whoſe very name and appearance, at that 
time, would have been ſufficient to raiſe armies in 
« favour of the Proteſtant ſucceſſion, and the liberties 
© of his country: But he could not but obſerve; 

© that as ſerviceable as it was for the meaſures of thoſe 


men to wound his character, twas now a reproach 


to the kingdom, that thoſe groundlefs aſper/ioms, 
© which had been caſt upon him, ſhould remain 
upon the journals of Parliament. That another 
great Lord + fell under the violence of choſe 
times, 

; 1 * ; hn 
De Duke of Marlborough. * 
+ The Lord Viſcount Townſhend. | 
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© times, whoſe proſecution was attended with un. Ml © 
common fury, That himſelf had ſome ſhare in Lives 

« juſtifying that great man in this houſe, when he = 

< was votcd an enemy to his country. That he ob. . 
< ſerved at that time, and the event has made it . = 
< evident, that the barrier was but the pretence, and 2 
the great ſervices he had done to the Proteſtant . m 
« ſucceſſion, was the true provocation which drew . T 
that rage upon him. That two other honourable . 
« gentlemen “, then ſitting near him, had felt the 1 
« ſeverity of thoſe times; they had diſtinguiſhed . * 
< themſelves by their zeal and firmneſs to the true 
< intereſt of their country, and were too confide- . 
* rable to eſcape the malice of thoſe who had other . a 
views. That thoſe proceedings, how uncertain . b 
ſoever the deſign of them might appear while they . 
< were tranſacting, have been ſufficiently explain- . 5 
ed by what has followed. That the name of 
< that General, for whoſe immediate ſervice the 
great man firſt mentioned, was blemiſhed, and for 
c whom there was vanity enough to make him his 
rival, is now become the reproach of his family 
and country: He avows the ſervice of the Pre- 
< tender, and e' er long we may hear of him at the 
© head of an expedition for eſtabliſhing Popery and 
arbitrary power. That the Secretary of ſtate, 
who diſtinguiſhed himſelf in the purſuit of the 
other great Lord, has ſufficiently explained his de- 
< ſigns to the whole world: And the next tidings 
that we may expect from abroad, is, that he has 
© taken upon him the character of a Miniſter to the 
© Pretender. That he looked upon this (meaning 

« the . diſabling the great aſſerters of the Proteſtant in- 

* tereſt) to be a ſecond, and no ſmall part of the 

« ſcheme; and while theſe things were carrying on, 

their little engines and tools were carrying on 

© their work below ſtairs P. That every man who 

© favoured che Hanover ſucceſſion, was to be 2 

© ric 
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« ried, and all open and ſcandalous aſſertors of con- 
« trary principles, were treated with all the care and 
« tenderneſs of friends, | 

« Charters of corporations were attacked in a 
« more unprecedented and dangerous manner, than 
© in former times, when practices of that kind were 


© moſt juſtly complained of, and no ſtone was left 


« unturned to ſtrengthen themſelves in that reſpect. 
That he would not then trouble the houſe any 
more upon that head, having ſome thoughts, e' er 
long, to preſent them with a ſmall collection of 
« things of that kind, for their ſerious conſideration. 

That the maſter-ſtrokes of this grand ſcheme 
« were yet behind: That the ſureſt way to deſtroy 
the government, has been always thought to be 
by its own hands, that is, by the authority and 
power of Parliament. For this purpoſe a confe- 
deracy, by which the liberties of Europe had been 


« ſo long ſuſtained againſt the power of France, 


© was broke to pieces by votes that were obtained in 


© this houſe in the moſt extraordinary manner. That 


the honour of the nation, the balance of power, 
and the Proteſtant intereſt in Europe, were effectu- 


| © ally given up in the negociations and concluſion 


* of the peace, by which France was reſtored to its 
© ancient and formidable ſtate z and every body re- 
* membered how near they were, by the ſame 1n- 
* fluences, to have given up the whole trade of the 
nation, to the intereſt of the French King; who, 


© after that, had no ſuitable return left for him to 


make for ſuch ſervices, but to beſtow upon them 


a Pretender, bred up in his own faith, and in his 


* own politics. That nothing could have obſtruc- 
* ted this, but the many miraculous providences 
* that immediately followed, when his power 
throughout Europe was inconteſtable; and, by the 
* meaſures that had been taken, the Proteſtant ſuc- 
* ceſſion had ſcarce a friend left in the world. 


Vor. VI. . That 
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That the King's acceſſion to the throne, accom- 
panied by ſo many providential circumſtances, 
as it diſappointed the immediate execution of 

the ſcheme, ſo it quieted the ſpirit of thoſe 
men for ſome time. That if the houſe would 
make a right judgment of the. preſent rebel. 
lion, they muſt compare the ſteps that imme- 
< diately preceded it, with thoſe that were 
© taken in the laſt reign, when the hope was to have 
© brought about the ſame end without a ſtroke: 
That the ſame endeavours ſoon appeared to pro- 
< pagate the fame principles, both in church and 
© ſtate; and thoſe endeavours, though at firſt not 
© ſo open, were yet as reſtleſs to create diſſatisfacti- 
< on againſt his Majeſty's government, as they had 
© been before to prevent its taking place. As the 
* encouragement grew ſtronger, tumults and riots 
«were univerſally fomented ; and it was well known 
from what quarter they roſe, and againſt whom 
© they were levelled ; but yet no one inſtance has 
© been aſſigned, throughout his adminiſtration, that 
could offend or provoke any but a Facobite ſpirit. 

That his Majeſty has done more for the honour 
of the Church, and the true intereſt of his king- 
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dom, than any of his predeceſſors, in three times 


the number of years: That his perſonal virtues, 
and the wiſdom. and ſteadineſs of his government 
have retrieved the honour and reputation of his 
* kingdoms, which had been ſo ſhamefully loſt : 
© That his weight and influence abroad, and the 
credit he has obtained in all the known parts of the 
* world, have already procured the ſettlement of the 
matters in difference between the two chief powers 
© of Europe, from whom alone we can expect aſliſtance 
in times of danger. That no ſingle inſtance can be 
* aſſigned of hardſhip or oppreſſion to any one of his 
© ſubjefts; or that can give a juſt reaſon of diſſatiſ- 
faction]; but, on the contrary, thoſe who have 
© ſhewn the greateſt averſion to his e 

* 3 r have 
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have received the kindeſt invitations, and en- 
« joyed the higheſt indulgences from him. That 
« if any errors may have been committed in an 

« parts of the adminiſtration, during the preſent alt 
« orders, every honeſt man ought to judge of them 
« by this one rule, that is, the plain deſign for 
which all meaſures are calculated, which every 
body muſt admit to be the preſervation of the 
« Proteſtant ſucceſſion : That all incidents of ſuch 
an adminiſtration, ought to be covered or juſtify- 
© ed by the intereſt that ſhall appear to be carried 
« on throughout the whole ; that by the ſame rule 
« of juſtice, when the deſtruction of the common 
« intereſt was the plain intention of the late admini- 
« ſtration, and the greateſt weight ought to be laid 
on every little circumſtance that attended, in order 
to obtain a public ſatisfaction. That by taking in 


« all theſe conſiderations, he thought the houſe would 


make a full and right judgment of the nature of 
© this rebellion, from whence it took its riſe,” how 


deep it had taken root, to what influences it was 


© owing, and how far it extended: That the part 


| © the Lord Derwentwater and others, had taken in 
© it, were to be conſidered as the firſt ſymptoms of 


© that general diſorder, for which ſo much foun- 
dation was laid; for which reaſon, he thought that 


the houſe could not conſider this otherwiſe than as 


* the caſe of the nation, in the ſtrongeſt manner, 
That in juſtice to the King, as well as to 
* the People, they ought to take this into their 
* own hands, and not to entruſt the proſecution of 
it with any body but themſelves. That every bo- 
dy knew to what hazards proſecutions, in the or- 
* dinary courſe of juſtice, were liable, though they 
© were never fo well concerted by thoſe whoſe 
* buſineſs it was to carry them on: But how ſure 
* ſoever the ſucceſs might be, in a caſe ſo notorious 
* as this, yet it was obvious to every body, of what 
ESA Bb 2 different 
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different weight and influence the proſecutions of 
Parliament were, from thoſe in the ordinary 
forms. That he owned he was ſurprized that 
any meaſures had been taken of that kind, againſt 
the Peers who had been taken in open rebellion, 
< ſitting a Parliament which had ſhewn fo much 
« zeal, and had contributed ſo much to the prefer. 
vation of the government, eſpecially at a time 
when the crown on the King's head was fighting 
for. That he very well knew, that though the 
© . houſe of Commons right of impeaching criminals 
was unlimited, yet they would exerciſe that power 


by the rules of wiſdom and diſcretion, and not 


engage in trivial matters, but in ſuch only, where 
'© the offenders were not within the reach of the 


ordinary juſtice, or the nature of their crime 


< ſuch as were not fit to be meddled with by th: 
ordinary juriſdictions. That the caſe of the Lords 
taken in rebellion, was indeed notorious, and of 
<£ which the proof would be eaſy ; but though not 
from the difficulty of the proſecution, yet from 
the weight and conſequence of it, he thought, he 
need fay little more to convince the houſe, and 
make it their proſecution, by which they engag- 
ed every commoner in Great-Britain, as an im- 
mediate party againſt thoſe who had carried a war 


a 


into the bowels of the kingdom. That no in- 


* 


ſtance ever had riſen in the Engliſb hiſtory where 
their anceſtors had permitted a proſecution of this 
* kind, againſt the chief actors, to be carried any 
where but in full Parliament. That the five Po- 
piſn Lords were purſued by the loud voice and 
weight of the Commons of England; and thougi 
at that time the nation was in peace, they would 
not permit the fate of thoſe proſecutions to de. 
pend on the care or ſkill of , thoſe ho are verſed 
in the ordinary forms of juſtice and their ſucces 
Was anſwerable. 5 3 
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„That he owned his deſire, upon all occa- 
« ſions, to raiſe the honour and authority of Parlia- 
« ments, which he thought the greateſt ſupport of 
the honour and the prerogatives of the crown: 
For which reaſon, he took this occaſion to ſpeak 


more fully to the nature of impeachments, and the 


« rather, becauſe he apprehended ſome Gentlemen 
« had miſtaken notions concerning them : That the 
power of impeachments was the moſt valuable and 
© uſeful privilege that belonged to the body of the 
Commons, at leaſt equal to that of giving money, 


* which belongs ſolely to them. That Gentlemen 


need not be apprehenſive of any intricacies in thoſe 
proceedings, eſpecially at a time, and upon an 
* occaſion, when there was no doubt of the concur- 
* rence of both houſes. That the impeachments 
* were in themſelves more plain, regular, and diſ- 
5 entangled, than any other forms of juſtice. ' That 
they were particularly excepted out of the late 
* ſkatute of treaſons, which had very much fettered 
* the ordinary courſe of proceedings. That im- 
* peachments were never made difficult, but when 


| * they were carried on againſt the inclination of the 


* crown, or at a time when there was no good un- 
* derſtanding between the two houſes; when little 
occaſions might be ſought to raiſe. diſputes, and 
interrupt them; or elſe when they are undertaken, 


before they are well conſidered ; which could not 


© be the preſent caſe. That there was another rea- 
* ſon, which upon this occaſion ſhould determine 
Gentlemen into this method; he meant the con- 
* ſequences of the judgment that ſhould be obtained 
* againſt thoſe Lords; he aſſerted it as his clear 
opinion, and which he thought he could main- 
* tain, that no pardon under the great ſeal could 


* diſchargea judgment obtained upon the impeach- 
ment of the Commons: That this opinion had 
been ſtrenuouſly aſſerted in this houſe in former 


* reigns z and he thought it not weakened by the 
Bb 3 « decla- 
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declaration in the act of ſettlement of the trown 
upon the houſe of Hanover. 

That he had heard of a very new diſtinction that 
had been coined without doors, to avoid this opini- 
on, vix. That the pardon was not pleadable in bar of the 
© impeachment,and to prevent the Commons fromexamin. 
« ing into theoffence; but ibat il was pleadable after Judg- 
ment and in ber of execution. That whenever that 
£ queſtion ſhould come properly before them, he 
«undertook to ſhew the idleneſs and abſurdity of 
that diſtinction; that if that diſtinction was fram- 
ed to make court to the prerogative, he thought 
it the moſt falſe and deſtructive piece of flattery 
of the kind, that ever had been raiſed. That it 
was the greateſt caſe, ſecurity, and ſupport of the 
© crown, in his opinion, inſtead of any diminution 
of it, that no ſuch power ſhould be lodged there, 
to be exerciſed on any occaſion, to prevent the 


poſfibility of the crown's being wrought upon by 


any influences to defeat the judgment given in full 
Parliament, with the concurrence of both houſes, 
6, _— the higheſt offenders; which muſt inevita- 
<. bly-create the greateſt jealouſy, and cauſe the 
* higheſt diſſatisfactions between the crown and the 
« people: For this reafon, he took: it to be the 
« greateſt advantage to the crown, that the conſti- 
« tution-of the kingdom had not, as he thought, 
irweſted it with any ſuch power; and, on the other 
ſideʒ dt would clearly appear, that ſuch a power 


- © was utterly inconſiſtènt with the fundamental rights 


Sof Parliament. That he owned he was ſurprized 
© toi hear, that any ſuch diſtinction ſtwuld be ſtart- 
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and the conſequences of it, ſhould be borne by 
the Commons, as it ought to be in a cafe ſo na- 


| tional as this. | 


That if Gentlemen wanted any other mo- 
tives to induce them to make this proſecution 
« their own, he had a paper in his hand, 
« which would fire the thoughts of every Gentle- 
man there, meaning the Pretender's declaration: 
That no body could read, without the utmoſt in- 
« dignation, the perſonal indignities that were there- 
in caſt upon the beſt of Princes, whoſe title to the 
crown, they were bound by all the ties of duty, 
« affection, and intereſt, to maintain. That the 
* houſe could do no leſs than reſent this ſo far, 
© as to make themſelves the proſecutors of thoſe 
© who avowed this cauſe of the Pretender, and ſet 
« themſelves at the head of armies, in the heart of 
the King's dominions. That in this paper, the 
< houſe would fee how they were treated themſelves : 
That they were repreſented as the molt illegal and 
infamous aſſembly of men that ever met together. 


| * That theſe conſiderations ought in juſtice to ani- 
mate and invigorate their proceedings in every re- 


ſpect, till the inveteracy and inſolence of the ene- 


* my were entirely ſubdued : That he did not think 
that the proceedings of this houſe ought, in any 


* caſe, to be governed by vindictive conſiderations, 
but by ſuch circumſtances only, as from their real 
* weightand conſequence called for the interpoſition 
* of the Commons: That he was ſenſible that the 


Commons had a great work upon their hands, 
upon other impeachments, which they had thought 
© fit to enter upon, and which were ſtill depending; 


that he knew alſo what ſituation theſe impeach- 
© ments were in; and hoped they would be reſum- 
ed and carried on, in due ſeaſon, with the ſame 
'< vigour with which they were undertaken : That 
© he likewiſe believed, that the nation expected 
© that their enquiries upon that head ſhould be ex- 
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tended, and appear to be impartial, it not being 
6 + poſſible that a greater diſhonour could be brought, 

or an heavier imputation caſt upon the. proceed. 
ings of that houſe, than that of partiality, which 
could not fail to ſink their credit, and to prevent 
all the good effects that were hoped and expected 
from them: However, he concluded, that every 
Gentleman would agree with him, chat che pre- 
ſent ſituation and conjuncture of affairs made it 
neceſſary to give the preference to thoſe Lords 
who had been taken in open rebellion: And 
thereupon he impeached James Earl of Derwent. 
* water of high; treaſon; which eo, 8 he 
5 een to make good.) 8 


N 


. this; the houſe dee to geb the 


| faid Earl of high treaſon z as they did likewiſe, 


upon the motions ſeverally made by Mr. Paltne, 


Mr. Boſcawen, Mr. Hampden, the Lord Finch, the 


Earl of Heriford, and Mr. Worley, to impeach of 
the ſame crime William Lord Widdrington, William 
Earl of Nithi/dale, George Earl of Mintoun, Robert 
Earl of Carnwath, William Viſcount Kenmure, and 


William Lord Nairn: Then Mr. Lechmere, and 


the other ſix members, in purſuance to the com- 
mands of the houſe, carried up an impeachment to 
the bar of the houſe of Lords, which was Conceiv- 
ed in the words wing; VIZ, | 


| Lords, 


E Commons of Great:Bricaih in Parliament af- 
; L. babe having received information of divers trea- 


: ems committed by a great Peer of this houſe, James 


Earl of Derwentwater, have commanded me to im- 
peach the ſaid James Earl of Derwentwater of high 


| ereaſon : And I do bere, in their names, and in the 


names of all the Commons of Great-Britain, \impeach 


And 
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Aud I am farther commanded by the houſe of Com- 
mons, to acquaint your Lordſhips, that they will, with 
all convenient ſpeed, exhibit articles to make good the 
charge againſs bim. | Wo 1 


The other ſix impeachments were in the ſame 


form, but with this difference, that the epithet of 


eat was given only to the Earl of Derwentwater 
and the Lord Widdrington, who were Peers of Eng- 
land; and the title of @ Peen of this realm to each 
of the five others, who were Peers of Scotland. 

The ſeven impeaching members being returned 
to the houſe, and having reported what they had 
done, a Committee was appointed, (of which Mr. 
Lechmere was chairman) and ordered to withdraw 
immediately into the Speaker's chamber, to draw 


up articles of impeachment againſt the ſeven im- 


peached Lords. 1 
Theſe articles, with all the proceedings in proſe- 
cution of them, being in moſt peoples hands, and 


the iſſue of them well known to every body, it will 
probably be agreeable to the generality of our rea- 
ders, that we have paſſed this matter over, and pro- 


ceed to an affair, in the determination of which, the 
wiſeſt and greateſt men of the nation diſagreed, and 
which has been the ſubject of much political diſpute 
ever ſince. What I mean is, the debate concerning 
the triennial af, © 6 9 S 


The act for preventing the continuance of the 
ſame Parliament for a longer term than three years, 
commonly called the triennial act, was paſſed in the 
late King William's reign z and had continued in 
force till now, without any attempt to repeal it. 
But the prevailing diſaffection to the preſent govern- 
ment, which appeared among the populace during 
the late rebellion, and for ſome time before, gave 
thoſe a very plauſible pretence for repealing it, who 
would otherwiſe have ſcarcely had the hardineſs to 


propoſe 
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propoſe a thing ſo exceedingly unpopular, eſpecially 


among the begs. 


On the 10th of April, the Duke of Devonſin 


Lords for re- Made a ſpeech in the houſe of Lords, in which he 
repreſented the inconveniences that attend the trien. 
nial elections of members of Parliament; particu. 
larly, that they ſerve only to keep up party-divi. 


pealing the 


triennial ac. 


Duke of 
Devonſpire's 


ſions, and to raiſe and foment feuds and 


animo. 


ſities in private families: That beſides, they occa. 
ſion ruinous expences, and give a handle to the 
cabals and intrigues of foreign Princes: That 
< therefore it was becoming of the wiſdom of that 
< auguſt aſſembly, to apply a proper remedy to an 


< evil which might be 


attended with the moſt dan- 


gerous conſequences, eſpecially in the preſent tem- 
per of the nation; for though the rebellion wa; 
-< happily ſuppreſſed, yet the ſpirit of it remained 
* unconquered, and ſeemed only to wait for an op- 
portunity to ſhew itſelf with more violence: That 
< the election of a new Parliament, which by the 
< triennial act was not far off, being the moſt fa- 
vourable juncture which the diſaffected could ex- 
« pe&, he thought it abſolutely neceſſary to deprive 


them of it: For which purpo 


ſe, he had a bill to 


offer to the houſe, for enlarging the continuance 
of Parliaments; and at the ſame time he moved 


it might be read. He was ſeconded 


by the Ear! 


of Rockingham, and backed by the Duke of Argyle, 


the Earl of Dorſet, the Lord Townſhend, &c. 
Duke of Buckingha 


The 


mn, the Lord Trevor, the Earls 
of Nottingbam and Aylesford, and ſeveral other Peers, 


though they did not directly oppoſe the bill, yet 
they made long ſpeeches for putting off the reading 
of it to another time: They did not deny, but that 
every member of that houſe had the privilege of 
offering what bill he thought fit; but that the houſe 
was likewiſe at liberty either to read it or not, as 


they thought sonvenient 3 and that the matter which 


the 


the Duke of Devonſpire had propoſed, was of ſo 
high a nature, that it will deſerve to be maturely | 
weighed and conſidered, before there were any de- 
bates upon it; and therefore they moved, that the 
bill might lie ſome days upon the table, before the 
firſt reading. The Lords who were for reading it 
preſently, anſwered _— that it was far from 
their thoughts to offer at the carrying any thing by 

ſurprize: That by the ordinary method af proceed- 
ing, every member had ſufficient time to weigh and 
conſider what was offered to the houſe. And the 
Earl of Dorſet propoſed, That after the bill had 
been once read, the ſecond reading ſhould be put 
off to the Saturday following; to which the whole 
houſe agreed. Accordingly it was then read the 


firſt time, and 1s as follows : 


An ACT for enlarging the time for continuance 


of Par iaments, appointed by an act nade in 
the 6th year of the reign of King William 


and Queen Mary, intituled, An act for the 


frequent meeting of Patliaments, 
Wir in and by an act of Parlia- 
ment made in the 6th year of the reign of 
their late Majeſties King William and Queen Mary, 
of ever bleſſed memory, intituled, An at for the 
frequent meeting and calling of Parliaments, it was, 
among other things, enacted, That from thence- 
forth no Parliament whatſoever, that ſhould at any 
time then after de called, aſſembled, or held, ſhould 
bave any continuance longer than for three years oniy 
at the fartheſt, to be accounted from the day on which, 
by the writ of ſummons, the ſaid Parliament ſhould 
be appointed to met: And whereas it hath been 
found, by experience, that the ſaid clauſe: hath. 
proved very grievous and burthenſome, by occa- 
85 | ſioning 
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ment, and more violent and laſting heats and ani. 


faction are deſigning and endeavouring to renew the 
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fioning much greater and more continued expences, 
in order to elections of members to ſerve in Parlia. 


moſities among the ſubjects of this realm, than were 
ever known before the faid clauſe-was enacted ; and 
the ſaid provifion, if it ſhould continue, may pro- 
bably, at this juncture, when a reſtleſs and Popiſh 


rebellion within this kingdom, and an invaſion from 
abroad, be deſtructiye to the peace and ſecurity 
of the government: Beit enafted\by the King's molt 
excellent Majeſty; by and with the advice and con. 
font of the Lords ſpiritual and temporal, and 

ald in Parliament aſſembled, and by the autho- 
ric} of the ſame, that this preſent parliament, 
and all Parliaments that ſhall at any time here- 
after be called, aſſembled, or held, ſhall and may 


reſpectively have continuance for © © yea 


an NO longer, to be accounted from the day on 
ee 19185 the writ of ſummons, this preſent Par. 

t hath been, or any future Parliaments ſhall 
beet to meet, unleſs this preſent, or any 
ſuch Parliament hereafter to be ſummoned, ſhall 
be ſooner diffolyed 115 his Mayelty, his heirs, or 
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This bill being, 3 to = 0. read a ſe- 


cond time on thę iꝗth of April, the Lord Chan- 


cellor put the queſtion, Whether it ſhould be com- 
mitted? upon which, there aroſe a warm debate, 
. laſted from about two till ſeven in the after- 


: The 1 rg Wantz Ni * the Wk were 
« follows. | thy 


ff > 1 
hs 1440 I 4 


1 Againſt the bill: „ 28 "Bae 5 bill : : 

 Farl of Abingdon,  / Duke of Kingſton. 
Furl of Poier. Farl of Dorſet. 
Lord Trevor. Lord Carieret. 5 
228 Uke 
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Duke of Buckingham. Earl of Cholmondley. 


, 


. 'Lord::Foley, Duke of Newcaſtle. 
Earl of Aylesford. bf | Earl of Lay. . 

Earl of Peterborough, | Duke of Argyle. 

\ Earl of Nottingham. Lord Parten. 
Duke of Shrewsdury. Lord Cooper. 

n d ͤ 
Biſhop of London. 

Earl of Angleſex. 


Duke of Buckinglam. | 1 
be Frſt noble Petr vho ſpoke agaitſt che bill, 


| faid, That it was of a very extraordinary nature, 
+ ſince it repealed the triennial act, which the peo- 


« ple juſtly looked upon as the great ſecurity of 


their rights and liberties ; and if it paſſed this 
* houſe and the Commons agreed to it, it would, 


on their part, be a breach of that truſt which was 


repoſed in them by thoſe whom they repreſented.? 
The latter part of this aſſertion was denied by the 
Duke that ſpoke next, who urged, © That the bu- 


< ſfineſs of the legiſlature was to rectify old laws, as 


well as to make new ones.“ The Peer who ſpoke 
next was againſt the bill, and declared, That he 


* would have been for it, if he thought it for the 
King's ſervice and intereſt ; but that before they 
vent any farther in ſo important an affair, ſome 
* methods ſhould be uſed to knew the ſentiments 


of the nation.“ His Lordſhip urged, « That this 


© bill ſhewed a diſtruſt of the affections of the peo- 
ple, without which, no King can be either ſafe 


or eaſy : That King William gained the hearts of 
his ſubjects by the triennial act; and it would look 


* ſomewhat ſtrange, that the moſt popular of our 
© laws ſhould be repealed a year after the proteſtant 
© ſucceſſion took place.“ After this, he endeavour- 
ed to anſwer what was ſuggeſted in ſupport, of this 
bill, viz, 1/f, That the frequent elections occaſion 
_ ruinous 
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ruinous expences; | 2dly, That they raiſe a great it in 
ferment, and foment animoſities, which are of 
moſt dangerous conſequence after the late rebellion; 
and 3dly, That they obſtruct foreign alliances. He 
ſaid, * That no ſtreſs ought to be laid on the firſt 
of thoſe objections, expences at elections being vo- 
< luntary.: That as to the ſecond, he was ſorry there 
© had been a rebellion, but that now it was happily 
© ſuppreſſed: And as to the third ſuggeſtion, that 
< that was of no weight with him, it being his opi- 
nion, that in a matter which ſo nearly concerns 
£ our conſtitution, we ought to have regard to our 
ſelves only, and not to foreigners ; upon all which 
< conſiderations, he was againſt the committing of 
c this bill. A noble Earl ſpoke next, and ſaid, 
among other things, That they who now ſpoke 
< againſt this bill, would be for it, if it ſerved their 
turn: That the triennial act was a new law, and 
< an alteration of the old conſtitution: That the ex- 
« -perience of twenty years having ſhewn a thouſand 
* inconveniences that attend that law, they ought 
< to apply a remedy to it: That the ſaid law ſowed 
© the ſeeds of corruption, it being notorious, that 
« great numbers of perſons had no other livelihood, 
than by being employed in bribing corporations: 
That we had lately made a fad experience of it, 
* ſince, by thoſe methods, a Parliament was pro- 
« cured by the laſt Miniſtry, which gave ſanction to 
« moſt of their ill meaſures, and went near to give 
© up the trade and liberties of the nation: That 
< triennial elections deſtroy all family intereſt, and 
ſubject our excellent conftitution to the caprice of 
the multitude; and, in ſhort, that by triennial 

elections, we have but a triennial government, 
Which is little better than no government at all: 
For which reaſons he was for this bill.“ Then a 
Peer who was againſt the bill, declared, That he 
had no manner of prejudice to thoſe who brought 


« if 


a We it in: That, on the contrary, he had all the ho: 
the {+ nour and reſpect for that noble Peer who offered 
it to the houſe ; being ſatisfied, that he thought þ 
Hit to be for the intereſt of his King and Country. F 
© Tbat as for his own part, all he aimed at, was, | 
the preſervation of our excellent conſtitution, and 


=" that the crown may ſit eaſy upon the King's head, ; 
ily Wl * and be for ever ſecured to his royal family, for ; 
dat whom he profeſſed the ſincereſt affection: That { 
pi. the queſtion now lying before them, was, Whe- 


ther the law they were going to make, tended to 
ur WM © the good or prejudice of the conſtitution ? That 
ch © be himſelf looked upon the triennial act as an eſ- 
ot ſential part of our ancient conſtitution, according 
3 to which, frequent and even annual Parliaments 
e © were to be held: That he could eaſily prove, that 
© long Parliaments were always pernicious: That 
«* when King Charles I, had given up his prerogative 
« of diſſolving Parliaments, in 1640, he gave him- 
1 Wl < {lf up into the hands of traitors, and had nothing 
: but deſtruftion to expect from them: That after 
dq che reſtoration, King Charles II, that very good 
Prince, found the inconveniencies of a long Par- 


© liament : That as ſoon as the nation had oppor- | 
> W « tunity, by the revolution, to aſſert their juſt | 
7 © rights and liberties, the nie act was inſiſted 
„on, and gained, at laſt, with a great deal of op- 
0 « poſition : That there were very good and cogent 
4 « reaſons for making this law, viz. To ſupport the 


© conſtitution z to prevent encroachments, either of 

1] « Parliaments on the crown, or of the crown on 

f the rights and liberties of the people; and to cor- 

1 rect abuſes and exorbitances committed through 
the ambition and avarice of Miniſters : That he 

4 * would not be thought to reflect on the preſent 

© adminiſtration z but, that, in his opinion, fre- 
quent elections were a neceſſary right of the ſub- 
© ject to remedy abuſes ; That for his own 2 
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he had ever been againſt the bill for limiting the 


© number of officers in the houſe of Commons; but 
© if the triennial act were repealed, he thought that 
bill would become very neceſſary, becauſe the long 

ſitting of Parliaments would give the crown both 
an opportunity and temptation to multiply the 
number of officers : That ſome reflections had been 
caſt on the laſt Parliament; but, that in his opi- 
nion, that Parliament was choſen by the ſame 
method as the preſent was, viz. by great ex- 
pences: That he owned this to be a great abuſe; 
but that laws might be made to rectify the ſame: 
That if this bill paſſed, how could any member 
of the other houſe expect to preſerve his intereſt 
with thoſe who choſe him, when this bill would 
certainly be interpreted both a violation of their 
right, and a breach of the truſt repoſed in him? 
That if this houſe of Commons continued them- 
ſelves beyond the time for which they were choſen, 
they were no more the repreſentatives of the peo- 


was ſorry there were diſcontents in the country; 
but that he apprehended this bill would rather in- 
creaſe than-abate them. He owned, that the ma- 
Jority of this houſe of Commons were honeſt Gen- 
tlemen, who had the intereſt of their King and 
country at heart; but that, in his opinion, thoſe 


them in point of duty and affection to his Ma- 
jeſty; for it was they who eſtabliſhed the King 
on his throne, and ſettled his revenue with all the 
chearfulneſs imaginable. Concluding, that what 
he had ſuggeſted, flowed from the dread of the ill 
conſequences of this bill, which might riſe to ſuch 
a height, as to render the crown uneaſy to his 
"Majeſty ; and that he owed ſo much to the pro- 
teſtant ſucceſſion, that if he could believe this bill 
to be of any ſervice to the King and his 1 2 

| | muy, 


ple, but a houſe of their own making: That he 


who went before them, did not come ſhort of 


alam  DEVAT E's. 
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« mily, he would be entirely for it; but that as he 
„was of a quite contrary opinion, he would not 
© have a bill, obtained in the beſt of reigns, repeal- 
ed in the firſt year of this proteſtant reign; and 
© therefore he was againſt the committing of this 
© bill.” The next who ſpoke, owned, That fre- 
« quent Parliaments are a great ſecurity of the 
« peoples rights and liberties ; ? but then he obſerv- 
ed, That this bill was not againſt frequent ſeſ- 
ſions, but only againſt frequent elections: That 


they ought maturely to weigh and conſider what 


« was ſuggeſted in the preamble to this bill, viz. 
That there is a reſtleſs popiſn faction deſigning 


© and endeavouring to renew the rebellion within 


this kingdom. To this purpoſe, his Lordſhip ob- 
« ſerved, That of all rebellions, this laſt was the 
* moſt monſtrous and unnatural ; for all other re- 
© bellions were carried on under pretences of liber- 
ty, whereas this laſt was a rebellion for ſlavery : 
That as to our allies abroad, though he could not 
© ſay, that they expected this bill, yet it was rea- 
ſonable to ſuppoſe, that they would be glad to 


* ſee it paſs into a law; for having found, by ſad 


experience, that great changes may be made in 
the beſt concerted meaſures, by different Parlia- 
ments, influenced by different Miniftries ; ſo, if 
they had not ſome ſecurity for the treaties his 
* Majeſty was now entring into with them, a ſtrong 
* tide might come, upon a new election, that 
* might overturn all. That, in ſhort, this bill 
would fix the King, and the preſent happy ſet- 
* tlement, on a laſting foundation; and therefore he 
© was for committing it.” l 


After this, a noble Duke ſtood up, and in the 


firſt place declared, as a Lord of the ſame ſide had 


done before, That he would not be againſt this 


bill, if he thought it for the King's intereſt and 
© ſervice ; but that he was afraid the crown would 
Vor. VI. Cc e 
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s be the worſe for it: That the triennial act might, 


indeed, be ſubject to ſome inconveniencies; but 
that the beſt things are not exempt from them: 

That means ſhould be found out, and purſued, to 
< remedy thoſe i inconveniences; but inſtead of that, 
< they now were going to repeal a good law, and 
© alter the conſtitution. Pray, my Lords, ſaid his 
Grace, conſider what you are doing Why, to pre- 
vent robbing on the highway, you forbid travel. 
5 ling. Fa man breaks his leg, ſhall a ſurgeon 
tell him he muſt be fluxed, and alter his conſtitution? 
He owned, That there was a great ferment in 
the nation, and he was very ſorry for it; but that 
he thought this bill a very improper remedy for 
it. And he remembered it had been ſaid in their 
C 


< houſe, that it would never be well in England til 


there were annual Parliaments: That King Wil. 


liam, who was a wiſe Prince, made himſelf and 


his people eaſy by the triennial act: And he was 
afraid the bill now in queſtion, would have a quite 
contrary effect; and therefore he'was againſt it at 
this time, whatever he might be at another juncture: 
4 That, in his opinion, the late rebellion was not a 
c ſufficient reaſon for repealing the triennial act: 
That the rebels were raſh, inconſiderate men, 
vho either had, or were to pay dear for their 
« raſhneſs and folly : but that both they and their 
J friends were inconſiderable: That they, perhaps, 
© might whiſper diſcontent and treaſon in corners 
but. that, he hoped, it was not, nor ever would 
be, in their power to do harm. So that upon the 


Whole: matter, he was againſt the bill. 


Hereupon, a noble Earl ſaid, That he did not 
* deſign' to compliment any one in power, either 
4 now qr. in time to come, but that he would free- 
©ly ſpeak hig ſentiments, according to the dictates 
< of his. reaſon and conſcience: That he made no 
0 . but that the en is veſted with a ſu- 
| preme 
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tl + preme power to rectify any inconveniencies to 
ut vhich any former law may, by experience, be 


1: ; found to be ſubject ; and this being the caſe of the : 
to « triennial. oy 1 they, ought to remedy the ſame: 
it, That what had been [RES in relation to the 
nd long ParTiament in King Charles the IId's reign, 
Is « was, if his opinion, rather an argument for, than 
e- 1 againſt this bill: For though, in that Parliament, 
4 « the King had many penſioners, who at firſt, com- 
on « plimented him with money, yet, at laſt, when 
12 « the intereſt of the nation came to be at ſtake, they 
in « voted for a war with Frante, and proſecuted the 
at « popiſh plot with the utmoſt vigour : That they 
or i + had lately ſeen what. a corrupt Parliament may 
UT do, and by what means ſuch a Parliament may 
ill « be got: And every one might gueſs how there 
„came to be a debt of 500,000 7. upon the civil liſt : 
ad « That he did not mention this to irritate againſt 
as « perſons, but againſt things : That, in his opinion, 
lte there was no better remedy againſt corruptions, 
at « than the ſuppreſſing frequent elections; which on 
e: the other hand, occaſion laſting feuds and ani- 
a « moſities in families: That he thought this bill the 
t: more neceſſary, becauſe our allies will thereby 
n, have a ſecurity, that they ſhall not again be left 
el © in the lurch: And, that in conſideration of the 
wy great benefits that will accrue from it both at home 
> and abroad, he was for committing it. He was 
S3 c anſwered by a Lord of the contrary fide, who 
1d « principally enlarged on the excellence of our con- 
he « ſtitution ;, he took notice, that the different branch- 
| des of the legiſlature are a check to one another, 
"wn i © which prevents exorbitance in the adminiftration, 
ur and dragooning, as in Turkey, and other arbitrary 
Le- governments. He ſuggeſted, that the penſionary 
tes Parliament made King Charles II uneaſy, by 
making him neglect the affections of his people; 
ſu- and concluded, be was afraid that the repealing 
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the triennial act would have the ſame effect; and 
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therefore he was againſt it.“ | 

To this a noble Duke anſwered, © That it had 
already been rightly obſerved, that though the 
long Parliament of King Charles IT, at firſt com- 
plimented that Prince, yet they afterwards yi. 
gorouſly oppoſed deſtructive meaſures, and inſiſt. 
ed on a war with France. Then paſling over leſs 
material objections, he urged, that the preſent 
happy ſettlement could not be maintained, with. 
out taking away the ſeeds of corruption: That no 
cauſe ever miſcarried in ſo many inſtances as that 
of the rebels; but that notwithſtanding their de- 


feat at Preſton and Dumblain, their being driven 


out of Scotland, with their King at their head; 
their diſappointments in other parts, and the ex- 
ecution of ſome of their leaders, the Facobites were 
as inſolent as ever: That this was the reaſon why, 
in a late debate in this houſe, he was againſt le- 
nity z and the rather, becauſe no Prince was ever 
more naturally inclined to mercy, than his pre- 
ſent Majeſty : For no Prince ever had ſo many 
rebels in his power, and never were ſo few pu- 
niſned. My Lords, ſaid he, you muſt now 
ſtrengthen yourſelves, and diſarm your enemies. 
It is not to be doubted, but the late unnatural and 
monſtrous rebellion was raiſed and fomented by 
large contributions of a reſtleſs popiſth faction: 
The ſame means, my Lords, will be uſed to re- 
new the rebellion, as ſoon as a proper opportu- 
nity offers. Their emiſſaries are buſy every where 
to keep up. the ſpirits of the people for a year 


longer, and then they hope to retrieve all by a 


new election. He concluded, that though the al- 
lies would not make any thing done among us, 
an article of their treatiesz yet having the ſad 
experience of being left in the lurch, they would 
certainly enter into alliances with us with more 

| 788 confidence, 
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« confidence, if they ſaw that our government was 
not precarious : Upon all which conſiderations, 
« he declared himſelf for the bill. | | 
A noble Earl ſtanding; up next, profeſſed, in the 
firſt place, * That he did not entertain the leaſt 
« prejudice againſt this bill, on account of thoſe who 
brought it in: For when matters of ſo great im- 
« portance came under deliberation, he had no man- 
« ner of regard to any denomination of parties : 
That he had ſo great an affection for his Majeſty, 
that if he thought it to be any ways for his Ma- 
« jeſty*s ſervice, he would readily be for it; but 
© that, in his opinion, this bill was not for the ſer- 
© vice either of the King or country, whoſe in- 
* tereſts he looked upon as inſeparable.” He urged 
among other things, That it was objected againſt 
the triennial act, that frequent elections occaſion 
ruinous expences, and create feuds and animo- 
ſities; but that theſe objections were not of ſuf- 
ficient weight with him, to induce him to give his 
vote for the repealing of ſo good a law: That it 
could not be denied, that a great deal of money 
is expended in elections; but the candidates may 
chuſe whether they will ſpend any or no: That 
it may likewiſe be granted, that thoſe expences 
lay the. foundation of corruption; and that thoſe 
who make them, are in hopes to get either places 
or penſions: But that, by the triennial act, the 
country has an opportunity to remedy any abuſes 
that may be committed by any of their repre- 
ſentatives, who, to make good their expences at 
elections, ſhould yield to the temptation of a place 
or penſion, to ſacrifice their votes in Parliament; 
whereas, on the contrary, this bill would eſta- 
bliſh a grievance, and take away a remedy : That 
as the triennial act gained the affections of the 
people, it was to be feared that the repealing of 
it would have a contrary effect: That what had 
: - been 
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been ſuggeſted about foreign allies, was, in his 
opinion, no proper argument for this bill; our 


conſtitution, which ought to be altogether inde- 
pendent on foreigners, being ſolely to be conſider. 


ed in this 3 As to what- had been alledged 


concerning the diſaffection of many of his Ma- 


« jefty's ſubjects, he ſaid, he was ſorry to hear the 
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laſt Parliament unjuftly reflected upon; ſince no 
houſe of Commons could be more forward than 
they, in ſhewing their affection to his Majeſty; 
and they not only readily ſettled his revenue, but 


enacted a reward of 100,000 l. for the apprehend- 


ing of the Pretender to his crown: That when his 
Majeſty came to take poſſeſſion of his throne, he 
was received with the general acclamations of the 
people : That he would not pretend to enter into 


the reaſons of the preſent diſaffection; but yet he 


would venture to ſay, that it had been eaſy for 
the King, upon his coming over, to have united 
the whole kingdom: That he wiſhed there had 
been no miſtake in thoſe who would appear to be 
the King's beſt friends. Be that as it would, it 
was his opinion, that this bill would not procure 
that good agreement between King and country, 
which they who brought it in ſeemed to have in 


view; but, on the contrary, might end in the 


deſtruction of thoſe Who adviſed it, and prove 
miſchievous both: to the King and his people, as 

tending: to create diſunion between them: That 
he hoped the ferment was not ſo great as it was 
repreſented:; and! beſides; no man could ſay, that 


two years hence the people would be in the ſame ill 
© humour, as they,wete ſaid to be in at preſent : 


Upon all which reaſops, he was againſt this bill.“ 


This ſpeech was anſwered by a, No#thern Peer; 


[4 
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1 
. * 


who uſhered in his diſtourſe, by ſayings 5 N 


much had already been ſaid, mat there Was 
little room for an 40 peak : But however, zhe 


32 OY begged,” 1 
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« begged leave to offer ſome few thoughts of his 
« own upon the important matter that was under 
« conſideration : * Then purſuing the chief reaſons 
on which this bill was grounded, he urged, among 
other things, That it is certain frequent elections 
occaſion ruinous expences; and that it is no leſs 
true, that ruinous expences beget, of courſe, cor- 
ruptions: For when Gentlemen have laid out their 
eſtates in elections, they muſt exert their induſtry 
to find out ſome means to make themſelves a- 
mends: That beſides this evil, frequent elections 
are a great occaſion of vice, debauchery, and de- 
cay of trade: That notwithſtanding whatever had 
been ſuggeſted againſt long Parliaments, it was 
undeniable, that the conſtitution was ſafe under a 
Parliament of ſeventeen years continuance, in 
King Charles the IId's reign : That, on the con- 
trary, it was certain, that frequent elections oc- 
caſion great heats, and even implacable feuds and 
diviſions between father and ſon, huſband and 
wife, brother and ſiſter : That, on theſe occaſions, 
when party-healths go round, the naming of one 
General before another, often produces a bloody 
quarrel; and, which 1s far worſe, the ſacred 
name of the Church is impiouſly prophaned in the 
* ſtreets, and commonly joined with treaſon,” Af- 
ter this, he made ſome remarks on our ancient con- 
ſtitution, in relation to Parliaments ; and in parti- 
cular, took notice of the great change which, in 
« proceſs of time, has happened in the qualification 
of the electors, by the increaſe and plenty of ſilver 
and gold ſpecies in Europe: For forty ſhillings a 
year in freehold, which qualifies a man to vote in 
elections, was formerly as good as forty pounds is 
* at preſent ; ſo that formerly the electors were either 
Gentlemen or men of ſubſtance, whereas now the 
* majority of them are of the dregs of the people, 
and therefare more ſubject to corruption: From 
F a f CC 4 | all 
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all which he inferred, that frequent elections render 


our government dependent on the caprice of the 
multitude, and very precarious. He alſo took no- 
tice, that if the heats were increaſed ſince the King's 
acceſſion to the crown, it was chiefly becauſe ſome 
perſons who had a great opinion of their own merit, 
were not in office; which gave him an opportunity 
to vindicate his Majeſty as to the diſtribution of his 
favours, and the rewarding thoſe, who in the worſt 
of times, had ſhewn their zeal for his ſucceſſion, 
and, during the late rebellion, ventured their lives 
for his Majeſty's ſervice. Upon the whole matter, 
his Lordſhip was for committing the bill. 

The Earl of Peterborough ſpoke next, and ſaid, 
That whether he was in employment or no, he 
« ſtill had an entire affection for the King; and 


aaa a aA K & 


% 


© wiſhed he could give his vote for this bill: But 
that he would not be for a remedy that might | 


cauſe a greater evil. As to what had been ſug- 
geſted in favour of thoſe who ventured their lives 
to ſerve the government, he obſerved, that men 
< who cannot fight for a cauſe, cannot die for it. 
He afterwards, amongſt other things, ſaid, * That 
if this preſent Parliament continued beyond the 
time for which they were choſen, he knew not 
< how to expreſs the manner of their exiſtence, un- 
« leſs, begging leave of that venerable bench, (turn- 
ing to the Biſhops) they had recourſe to the di- 
ſtinction uſed in the Athanaſian creed, for they would 
be neither created, nor made, but proceeding, c. 

A noble Earl ſpoke next, on the ſame ſide; and 
having made large profeſſions of duty and affection 
to the King, ſaid, That he was againſt this bill, 


© becauſe he thought it would rather exaſperate than 


quiet the minds of the people. That this bill 
* ſhewed a diſtruſt of the affections of the people, 
and an intention of governing by fear; which, 
* in his opinion, was the worſt way of govern- 

| ment: 
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ment: And God forbid his Majeſty ſhould have 
no proſpect of gaining the affections of his ſub- 
« jets. That the King came in univerſally be- 
« loved, and was received with the general accla- 
« mations of his people; and though he could not 
« aſſign the true cauſe of the preſent diſſatisfaction, 
« yet ſome ſecret cauſe muſt have been given for 
it, That he hoped the peoples diſſatisfaction, was 
not ſo great as it was repreſented. That the re- 
bellion was entirely ſuppreſſed, and at an end; 
but if any ferment yet remained, this bill was a 


very improper way to allay it, and would rather 


the government, then make them change their 
opinion. That one of the arguments uſed for this 
bill, was, that it would encourage foreign Princes 
and States to enter into alliances with us ; but 
that, in his opinion, the ſame might have a con- 
trary effect; for foreign Potentates may be deter- 
red from entring into meaſures with us, when 
they ſhall be informed, by the preamble to this 
bill, that the popiſh faction is ſo dangerous, as 
that it may be deſtructive to the peace and ſecu- 
rity of the government; and may apprehend from 
this bill, that the government is ſo weak, as to 
want ſo extraordinary a proviſion for its ſafety; 
which ſeems to imply, that the Gentlemen of 
Britain are not be truſted in a new election; 


* * * „ * * 4 * * - * * Lal * A * 


ſtrained to ſo ſmall a number as that of which the 
preſent houſe of Commons conſiſts. He urged, 
That frequent and new Parliaments are required 
by the fundamental conſtitution of the kingdom; 
and that the practice thereof for many ages was 
« ſufficient evidence of this conſtitution. That this 
bill was ſo far from preventing corruptions, that 
it would rather increaſe them; for the longer a 
Parliament is to laſt, the more valuable to Ow 
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rivet the diſſaffected in their prejudices againſt. 


and that the good affections of the people are re- 
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_ © chaſed is a ſtation in it, and the greater alſo is 


the danger of corrupting the members of it. 
That whatever reaſons there may be to continue 


this Parliament for -ſeven years, will be at leaf 


© as ſtrong, and, by the conduct of the Miniſtry, 
< may be made much ſtronger, before the end of 


_ © ſeven years, for continuing it ſtill longer, and 


even to perpetuate it, which would be an abſolute 
* ſubverſion of the third eftate of the realm.“ He 
then-hinted at the danger of enlarging the prero- 

gative,' and inſtanced in the precedent of King 
Henry VIII, who perſuaded: his Parliament to give 
him-the abbey-lands, under pretence that they would 
bear part of his expences, which would eaſe them of 


taxes, and improve trade; but that ſoon after he 


demanded and obtained great ſubſidies, and made 
uſe of thoſe lands to enſlave the nation. 
The Peer who anſwered him, ſaid, That he 
* could by no means agree with the noble Lord that 
ſpoke laſt, either as to the beginning or end of 
the rebellion. That it had been ſuggeſted, that 
the King had been received with the general ac- 
clamations of his people: But that it was cer- 
* tain, and has ſince manifeſtly appeared, that 
* whatever arts were uſed by the laſt Miniſtry to 
blind and» deceive the people, deſigns had been 
laid to. bring in the Pretender: long before the 
King's happy acceſſion to the throne. © That the 
* diſappointment of theſe deſigns were entirely ow- 
ing to pro7idence; for had the conſpirators 
* thrown off the maſk ſooner, and improved the 


© ferment their emiſſaries has raiſed in the nation 


at the election of the laſt Parliament, it is very 
« probable their wicked ſchemes for ſetting aſide the 
© proteſtant ſucceſſion, had taken place. That he 
* wondered therefore that any Fore could © be 


« puzzled to find out the cauſe of the preſent diſ- 


0 affection 3 for it was plain it proceeded: from 5 
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© falſe repreſentations of Things and. perſons that 
« were induſtriouſly ſpread abroad, both before and 
« ſince his Majeſty's coming in.“ As to what has 
been ſuggeſted, that the rebellion was at an end, 
he obſerved,, © That the rebels had only ſhifted their 
© head quarters from Perth to Paris, or. St. Ger- 
© mains,z but that their emiſſaries- were ſtill as buſy 
and inſolent as ever in Great- Britain, and wanted 
« only an opportunity to renew the rebellion,” and 
« favour an invaſioh.?-'+ As to what had been hinted, 


that this bill would rivet the Facobites in their opi- 


nions, he faid, That was no good argument a> 
gainſt it, for he had ſeen ſome perſons often: ſhift 
« fides, and change their opinions, and be very 
zealous for both.“ The Earl he ſpoke before 


his Grace taking this reflection to himfelf, readily 


owned, That he was for ſome time againſt the 
* abjuration-oath, becauſe he thought a mutiplicity 
of oaths would make the nation unſafe ; but that 
© as ſoon as he was convinced of the neceſſity of that 
* oath, he readily came into it.“ His Grace there- 
upon ſtood up, and ſaid, He was forry that noble 
Lord took to himſelf what he ſaid only in general.” 

The two Lords that ſpoke next, declared them- 
ſelves, the firſt of them for, the other againſt the 
bill, and then the Lord Chancellor recapitulated the 
arguments that had been urged on either ſide ; gave 
a genuine account of the triennial act, and by what 
means it was obtained; and vindicated the King 
and government, as to the preſent diſſatisfaction ; 
appealing,to;the Lords apd Commons, whether the 
leaſt provocation had been given either by his Ma- 
jeſty or his Miniſters; and aſſerting, That if there 


vas any fault on the King's. ſide, *twas too much 


lenity; and that the only crime that could be 


charged oh his Miniſters, were their zeal and vi- 
* gilance in dèfence of his Majeſty's perſon and 
government. Then: an Earl, who had ſpoken 


before, 
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before, having anſwered part of my Lord Chance. 
lor's ſpeech, a ſpiritual Peer ſaid, That when he 
came to the houſe, he knew not which way he 
* ſhould give his vote, and hoped to be guided and 
determined by what ſhould be offered on both 
< ſides, on this important ſubject: But now he own- 

ed he was confounded between dangers and incon. 
* yeniencies on one fide, and deſtruction on the 
© other.” A noble Earl ſpoke next, with a great 
deal of vehemence againſt the bill; and a Duke, 
who had ſpoken before, cloſed the debate, with 
laying, * That he was for the bill, but did not think 
it ſeaſonable.* At length, after a debate that had 
laſted five hours, the queſtion that the bill be com- 
mitted, being put, it was carried in the affirmative 
155 35\ votes. 


EAS | Prot 771.96 


Proxies 19 


5 Preſent 43 
NOES Prories 1861 


Protet of And ſo the bill was committed to a Committee of the 
45. houſe, for Monday the 16th of April; but thirty 
3 Lords entered the following proteſt. 


act. 


Die Sabbali 14 Aprilis. 


Hodie 2da vice lecta eſt billa, intit. An abt or en- 
larging the time of continuance of Parliaments ap- 
pointed by an att made in the fixth year of the reign 

of King William and Queen Mary, intitled, An 
ats for the frequent meeting and abet of Parlia- 

ments, 


And it being propoſed to commit the bill, after 
Jong « debate thereu pon, the queſtion was put, he 
| ther 


he 
ty 


cr 


14 
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ther the ſaid bill ſhall be committed, and it was re- 
ſolved in the affirmative. 


Diſſentient* 

1. Becauſe we conceive that Hequent and new 
Parliaments are required by the fundamental conſti- 
tution of the kingdom; and the practice thereof for 
many ages, (which manifeſtly appear by our re- 
cords) is a ſufficient evidence and proof of this con- 
ſtirution., | | 


2. Becauſe i it 1s . That the houſe of Com- 
= muſt be choſen by the people; and when fo 
choſen, they are truly the repreſentatives of the peo- 
ple; which they cannot fo properly be ſaid to be, 
when continued for a longer time than that for 
which they were choſen ; for after that time, they 
are choſen by the Parliament, and not by the peo- 
ple, who are thereby deprived of the only remedy 
which they have againſt thoſe who either do not un- 
derſtand, or through corruption do wilfully betray 
the truſt repoſed in them; which remedy. is to chuſe 
better men in their places. 


3. Becauſe the reaſons given for this bill, we con- 
ceive, were not ſufficient to induce us to paſs it, in 
ſubverſion of ſo eſſential a part of our conſtitution. 


1. For as to the argument that this will encourage 
the Princes and States of Europe to enter into alli- 
ances with us, we have not heard any one Miniſter 
aſſert, that any one Prince or State has aſked, or ſo 
much as inſinuated, that they wiſhed ſuch an | AltE- 
ration. 

Nor is it reaſonable to imagine it; for it cannot 
be expected that any Prince or State can rely upon a 
people to defend their liberties and intereſts, who 
ſhall be * to have given up ſo great a ce of 

eir 
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cheir own y nor can it be prudent for them to wiſh 
| ſuch an experiment, after the experience that Eure 
has had of the great things this nation has done for 


them under the conſtitution, which | is to 5 altered 
byalks bill: - "= 25 

But, on the other hand, they way be deterred 
from entering into meaſures with us, when the 
ſhall be informed by the preamble of this-bill, that 
the Popiſn faction is ſo dangerous, as that it may 
be deſtructive to the peace and ſecurity of the go- 


vernment; and may apprehend from this bill, that 


the government is ſo weak as to want ſo extraordina. 


ry a proviſion for its fafety; which ſeems to imply, 


that the gentlemen of Britain are not to be truſted 
or relied upon; and that the good affections of the 
people are reſtrained to ſo ſmall a number x 
that of which the preſent houſe of Commons con- 


2. We conceive this bill is ſo far froth preventing 
expences and corruptions, that it will rather — 
them; for the longer a Parliament is to laſt, the 
more valuable to be purchaſed is a ſtation in it, and 
the greater alſo is the danger of corrupting the 
members of it: For if there ſhould be a miniſtry 
who ſhall want a Parliament to ſereen them from 
the juſt reſentment of the people, or from a diſco- 


very of their ill practices to the King, who cannot 


otherwiſe, or ſo truly be informed of them, as by a 
free Parliament, *ris ſo much the intereſt of ſach a 
miniſtry to influence the elections, (which by their 
authority, and the diſpoſal of the public money, they 
ef all ethers have the beſt means of doing) that *tis 


to be feared they will be tempted, and not fail to 
make uſe of them; and even when the members 


are choſen, they have a greater ortunity of in- 
ducing very many to comply with them, than they 
_ have, if not only the ſeſſions of — 

ut 
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but the Parliament itſelf, were WE ths. to the an- 
cient and primitive conſtyytion and practice of fre- 
quent and new Parliaments; for a good miniſtry 
will neither practiſe nor negd corruption, ſo it-can- 
not be any Lord's intent to, MPs for the ſecurity 


„of a bad one. 


We conceive that ves 1 may in- 
3 the Lords to paſs this bill to continue this Par- 
liament for ſeven years; will be at leaſt as ſtrong, 
and may, by the conduct of the miniſtry, be made 
much ſtronger before the end of ſeven years, for con- 
tinuing it yet ſtill longer, and even to perpetuate it, 


which would be an expreſs and abſolute ne 


of the third eſtate of the realm. 


Somerſet, Shrewsbury, Angleſey, Osborne, _ 
tom, Briſtol, Tadcaſter, Nottingham, Abingdon, Guil- 
ford, Aylesford, Foley, Aſpburnham, Manſel, Gower, 
Bathurſt, Weſton, Bruce, Willoughby de Broke, Powlet, 

artmouth, Bingley, * Trevor, Montjoy, 


Northampton, Þr. Reffen, P Kern Fr. Ceſtrienſ.. 


Salisbury. 


i April 16. The houſe of Lords 14 a S 
of the Whole houſe, conſidered of the ſaid bill, and 
moſt of the Peers Who had ſpoken before, made 


ſpeeches for or againſt it. A Frelate likewiſe, who 


had not yet ſpoken on this ſubject, ſaid,* That 
* if this bill were never ſo good in itſelf, it was very 
© unſcaſonable, becauſe very unpopular, and alto- 
* gether uſeleſs, the rebellion being cruſhed, and 


the power of France not to be feared ; now eſpe- 


* cially, when we have a glorious ſtanding army, 
© and a miniſtry that knows how. eliectually to en- 


gage the affections of the people.“ 


The Committee having gone, through the bill, 
Ma ordered the blank before the word years to be 


filled 
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filled up with the word Seven, the queſtion was put, 
whether the ſame ſhould be reported, in order to 
be engroſſed, which was carried in the affirmative, 
by 74 voices againſt 39. The next day the ſaid 
bill was reported, and, without dividing, ordered to 
be engroſſed; and being read the third time on 
the 18th of April, there aroſe a debate that laſted 
about two hours. Near one half of that time was 
taken up by the Earl of Nottingham, who, among 
other things, demonſtrated, That counſels for 
_ © enlarging the prerogative, had ever been perni- 
cious to the crown.“ To this the noble Duke, 
who the Saturday before had ſpoken next after the 
Earl, inſtead of anſwering him, ſaid, That not 
not being ſo well read in hiſtory as that noble Lord, 
he would confine himſelf to what had happened in 
his own time; and that he had obſerved that his 


La] 


offered, either. for the intereſt of the crown, or 
the liberties of the people, of which he might 
eaſily produce ſeveral inftances ; adding, he did 
not wonder there appeared already ſo much joy 
among a certain party, over a repenting ſinner. 
Upon the whole matter, the queſtion being put, 
Wi bether this bill ſhall paſs ? it was carried in the at- 
firmative, by a majority of 69 voices againſt 36; but 
24 Lords proteſted againſt it, viz. Somerſet, Ayleſ- 
ford, Trevor, Manſel, Gower, Willoughby de Broke, 
Bruce, Tadcaſter, Berkſhire, Nottingham, Northamp- 
ton, Fr. Ceſtrienſ. Aſpburnbam, Dartmouth, Powlet, 
Foley, Angleſey, Strafford, Bingley, Fr. Roffen. Guil- 
ford, Abingdon, Shrewsbury, Cardigan. 
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The next day, v72. April 19, the Lords ſent Mr. 


Juſtice Tracy and Mr. Juſtice Dormer to acquaint the 
Commons, That they had paſſed a bill, intituled, 
An aft for enlarging the time of continuance of Parlia- 


ments, appointed by an act made in the fixth year of 
: | | ; King 


Lordſhip had by turns, oppoſed all that had been 
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King William and Queen Mary, to which they de- 
fired their concurrence, A motion was immediate 
ly made to reject the bill, without reading it; but 
becauſe that would have been an unprecedented me- 
thod of proceeding, the houſe would not agree to 
it, but read-the bill the' firſt time, and the queſtion 
being put, That it be read a ſecond time, there aroſe a 
debate that laſted about two hours. The moſt re. 


markable objection that was then urged againſt the 


bill, was, That it was an impoſition of the Lords, to 
take upon them to direct the Commons in a matier which 
concerned them only, as guardians of the rights and li- 
berties of the people. But to this it was anſwered, 


That even the triennial at itſelf was begun in the houſe | 


of Lords, who, as part of the legiſlature, are no leſs 
guardians of the liberties of the ſubject, than the Com- 


non themſelves. At length it was carried by a ma- 


jority of 276 againſt 156, that the bill ſhould be 
read a ſecond time on the Tueſday following. Up- 


on that day, (April 24.) fix petitions, viz. 1. Of 


the borough and town of Marlborough in Wiltſhire. 


2, Of the borough of Midburſt in Suſſex. 3. Of 


the town and port of Haſtings in Suſſex. 4. Of 
the Mayor and corporation of Cambridge. 5. Of 
the borough of Abingdon in Berkſhire ; and, 6. Of 
the borough of Newcaſtle under Line, in the county 
of Stafford, being preſented to the houſe, and read 
againſt the bill, were ſeverally ordered to lie upon 
the table. Then the bill was read the ſecond time; 
and a motion being made, and the queſtion put, 
Wat it be committed, there aroſe a warm debate, 
that laſted from two in the afternoon *till near eleven 
at night; during which, the Prince of Wales, and 


ſeveral Lords and perſons of diſtinction, were ad- 
mitted into the gallery. The Speakers for the bill 


were, Mr. Lyddall, Mr. Trevanion, Mr. Molyneux, 
Sir John Brownlow, Mr. Hadden, Mr. Hampden, 
Mr. Moleſworth, Mr. Smith, Lord Stanhope, Mr. 
Young, Mr. Craggs, Lord Coningsby, Mr. Erle, Sir 

Vor, VI. | * Richard 
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Richard Steele, Mr. Nevil, Colonel Graham, Sir 
Charles Turner, Sir William Thompſon, Sir Joſeph 
Jekyll, Mr. Secretary Stanhope, and Mr, Aiſlaby, 
The Speakers againſt the bill were, Mr. Robert 
Heyſbam, Mr. Chetwynd, Lord Paget, Mr. Snell, 
Mr. Shippen, Mr. Wykes, Mr. Hutchinſon, Mr. Jeſe. 
ries, Sir Thomas Croſs, Mr. Bromley, Mr. Archer, 
Sir William Whitlacke, Lord Guernſey, Sir Thomas 
Hanmer, Mr. Lechmere, General Roß, Sir Robert 
| Raymond, Mr. Hungerford, and Mr. Ward, Lan- 


Mr. Lyddall, who opened the debate, ſpoke to 
the following effect. | | 


DAR: © 
OU have now under your conſideration a 


matter of as great weight and importance, | 


as, I believe, ever came before any Parliament; 
for where the rights and liberties of the ſubject ap- 
pear to be concerned, then certainly it is fit to pro- 
ceed with the utmoſt caution and regard. The 
triennial act was, no doubt, originally intended 
as a. barrier and defence of thoſe rights and liber- 
ties, againſt any oppreſſive or arbitrary invaſions 
of the crown: And though we are ſo happy as to 
have a good Prince now upon the Throne, who 
is likely to be ſucceeded by one equally fo, yet 
ſuch great bleſſings were never entailed upon a 
people. No body can be more for ſupporting the 
Juft prerogative, than I amy becauſe I always take 
it to be a power of doing good: And therefore, 


if upon the ſtrifteſt examination I could find, that 


what is at preſent propoſed, would throw the ba- 
lance of power too much on the fide of the crown, 
I ſhould then think it not only Hurtful'and\Uange- 
rous to the public, but fatal and Aeſtructive to the 
conftitution, In order to enter farther into this 

N ſubject, 


2 my 
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ſubje&, it is proper to look back from whence a 
bill of this kind firſt took it's riſe : In the year 
1640,, a bill for triennial Parliaments, or that 
which was very like it, was paſſed ; but with a 
clauſe in it, of a hard and compulſory nature, de- 
rogatory to the crown, and, indeed, unreaſonable 
in itfelf,, with many other diſagreeable circum- 
ſtances. It is well known what was the conſe- 
quence of thoſe unhappy differences between the 
King and his people. After the reſtoration, in 
the 16th of King Charles II, this act (which im- 
mediately preceded a long and bloody civil war) 


was repealed by another act, the preamble of 


which is very remarkable: And thus things re- 
mained till ſome time after the revolution, when 
King William was prevailed upon to paſs this 
now (I hope) dying law. I am ſure nothing could 
prevail with me either to enlarge or alter this 
act, were I not convinced by comparing the ar- 
guments on both ſides, that the not doing of it is 
liable to more inconvenience and danger. If you 
do it, you effectually ſtrengthen the hands of the 
King; ſettle and maintain the Proteſtant ſucceſ- 
ſion, by deſtroying the vain hopes of all its ene- 
mies, both at home and abroad. You encourage 


your Allies to join with you, nay, and to depend 


that what ſhall hereafter be ſtipulated and agreed 


upon, will be punctually performed. This ex- 


periment may, perhaps, at firſt diſquiet the minds 
of the people; eſpecially when they are exaſpe- 
rated by all the endeavours of men, averſe and 
diſaffected to the government. However, a little 
time will ſhew, that it will entirely break our 
parties and diviſions, and by that means lay a 
firm and ſolid foundation for the future tranquillity 
and happineſs of this kingdom. Beſides, if this 
opportunity be loſt, you may poſſibly never, have 
another, at leaſt ſo good a one, not only to con- 
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PARLIAMENTARY A. 1716, 
quer, but even to eradicate, that ſpirit of Facohi. 
tiſm, which has long dwelt among us, and has 


more than once brought this nation to the very 


brink of ruin and deſtruction. Since therefore, 
with much danger and difficulty, we have at laſt 


ſecured our religion, laws, and liberties, when all 


was at ſtake, from the treachery of the late mini- 


ftry, the unaccountable proceedings of the laſt tri 
ennial Parliament, why ſhould you run the riſque 


of having a new one ſo ſoon, firſt choſen by 
French money, and then voting by French direc- 
tions? Since the King and his Parliament exert 
their united power for the good of the public, and 
to | retrieve the honour of the nation, why ſhould 
they not continue longer together, that they may 
finiſh what they have ſo unanimouſly and ſo hap- 
pily begun ? 

Upon the whole, Sir, the electors and people 
of all the boroughs in England having been for 
ſeveral years paſt, both bribed and preached into 


the Pretender's intereſt, and a diſlike of the Pro. 
teſtant ſucceſſion, it becomes rather neceſſity than 


choice to apply an extraordinary remedy to an ex- 
traordinary diſeaſe, Therefore I ſhall give you 


no further trouble, but make you a my ſhort mo- 


tion, which. i is, That this bill be commit ted. 


Mr. Shippen ſpoke: n che bill as follows: 


Mr, Speaker, 5 
I Know 'my duty to this houſe, and the conſe- 
quence of any unguarded expreſſions, better 
than to ſay, that by any bills we have already 
paſſed, - we have made ſo wide a gap in the con- 


ſtitution, that the force of the law is in a manner 


deſtroyed; or that, by any thing we have done, 
we have paved the way to a deſpotic and military 
ee, the greateſt calamity can befal a _ 

born 
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born people. Such reflections may come from 
perſons without doors, who, tho? they may with 
juſtice complain when their liberties are invaded, 

yet cannot always enter into the depth and wiſdom 
of our counſels, and are too apt to cenſure what 
they do not underſtand. No member can regu- 
larly arraign any bills the ſame ſeſſion they have 
obtained the force and ſanction of laws. But this 
bill (tho? it hath already got through the moſt dif- 
ficult part of its paſſage, and tho? it will in probabi- 
lity be the next law that ſhall be. made) is yet un- 
paſſed, is yet before us for our conſideration, and we 
have a right to treat it with freedom: Freedom of 
ſpeech, I preſume, will not only be allowed, but is 
expected on this occaſion. I hope therefore, as the 
buſineſs of this day hath raiſed an univerſal expecta- 
tion throughout the kingdom, ſo gentlemen who 


are more able, (none is more willing than myſelf . 


will appear with reſolution and ſpirit in this impor- 
tant debate; in this, perhaps our laſt ſtruggle for 
the liberties of thoſe we repreſent. 

[ think, then, all the arguments which have 
been uſed for this bill, are grounded on mere ſur- 


miſes and imaginations only, are either trifling in 
themſelves, or dangerous in their conſequence. 5 
One main reaſon urged, both in the preamble 


of the bill, and in the debates of the gentle men 9 
are for it, is this: 
That the diſaffections of the people are ſo great, 


and the enemies of the government both at home 


and abroad ſo watchful, that new elections will oc- 
caſion new riots, rekindle the rebellion, and be 
deſtructive to the peace and ſecurity of the govern- 
ment, which will all be prevented by continuing 
this good Parliament, and making the time of its 
diſſolution uncertain, 

If this argument be applied to the miniſtry, I 


can only "anſwer, that it is no concern of ours, 
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whether they have rendered themſelves odious to 
the people, or not. They are more properly the 
object of our jealouſy, than of our care. They 
may be deftroyed, and the government ſubſiſt. 
Bur if it be applied to his Majeſty, as it muſt be 
to make it any inducement to paſs this bill, I will 
venture to ſay, that none of thoſe, who are called 
enemies to the government, and abettors of the 
rebellion, could have offered an argument fo in. 
jurious to his Majeſty's honour. For with 


what face can any good ſubject inſinuate, that in 


the infancy of his reign, he hath deprived himſelf 
of the love and affection of a people, who ſo late- 
ly received him with the utmoſt expreſſions of 
joy? What an unjuſt idea muſt this give of his 
moſt mild and gracious government? But the aſſer. 
tion is the more injurious, becauſe it is entirely 
groundleſs. For when theſe pretended diſaffections 
were at the higheſt, it appeared how impotent they 
were,. how far from being univerſal, by the eaſy 
and ſudden ſuppreſſion of the rebellion z and by 
confequence how abſolutely his Majeſty reigned in 
the hearts of his ſubjects. Now the rebellion is 
ſuppreſſed, if there ſhould be any remains of thoſe 
who are ill diſpoſed, the fate of their friends 
{whilſt the terror of it is freſh in their minds) will 
reſtrain them from any future attempt. Beſides, 
the hands of the government are ſtrengthened. 
The Habeas corpus act is not only now, but may 
be again ſuſpended: you have a numerous ſtand- 
ing army diſtributed through the Kingdom, to con- 
troul and awe unruly ſpirits. But ſuppoſe the 
diſaffections of the people to be as great, ſuppoſe 


the faction, (ſpoke of in the preamble) to be as 


reſtleſs and defigning as is affirmed; is this the 
way to extinguiſh animoſities, to heal diviſions, 
and to reconcile parties? No, Sir, it will rather 
create diſcontents, where there are none _— : 
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to It will rather give occaſion to thoſe that are di. l 
the affected, to rail at your proceedings, to ſay that ö 
ey your actions are ſuch, that you dare not venture on 1 
it, new elections; and who knows what ſuch ſug- 

be geſtions may produce? ?*Tis poſſible when the 

vill three years (for which you are now choſen) ſhall 

ed expire, they may inſiſt, that they are unrepreſent- 

the ed in Parliament; and this will be a better handle, 


in. 2 more plauſible foundation, for the faction to 
ith work upon, than they could have at the time of a 
in regular election. Now, if the continuance of 
elf MW this Parliament be intended only to calm mens ö 
te- minds, and that it is hoped this ſtorm may by de- _— 
of grees ſubſide, Gentlemen, be pleaſed to conſider, 
his that we are but a little above a year old, though we i 
er- MW have done ſo many great and glorious things, and | 


ly that there will be no neceſſity (as the law ftands) 1 
DS of a diſſolution this year and half; and that no bod | 


ey can imagine diſcontents will laſt ſo long under ſo | 
iſy wiſe, ſo unerring, ſo pacific an adminiſtration, as 
by we now enjoy. J 
in Another reaſon inſiſted on is, That as the conti- 
is nuance of this Parliament may prevent commo- | 
fe tions at home, ſo it may hinder any invaſion from 1 
ds abroad, by encouraging our antient Allies to enter ; 
ill into new treaties with us, which they will not other- 1 
a. wiſe do. CE EL, : | | . 
d. This is a ſecret which, in my humble opinion, F 
ay ought not to have been revealed; this is an argu- f 
d- ment highly improper to be urged in a Britiſh 
n- Parliament : For it ſuppoſes, that our Allies pre- i 
he ſcribe to our counſels, and that they expect we 
le ſhould alter the preſent frame of our conſtitution, _ 


as before they will favottr us with their friendſhips ; 
he which is a thought not to be endured in this place, 
0, where ſo many millions have been raiſed for their 
er ſervice, and muſt move the indignation of every 
＋ Engliſhman, eſpecially if it comes from any ſtate 
It that firſt received its being, and afterwards its pro- 
d 4 tection 
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tection, from England. I hope never to fee this 
nation brought ſo low, that the crown ſhall be di. 
rected: (as was once attempted) when to remove or 
keep its Miniſters, when to diſſolve or con- 
tinue its Parliaments. Sir, his Majeſty, as King 
of Great-Britain, is the arbiter of Europe, and may 
dictate to other nations. They will, for their own 
ſakes, court his friendſhip: They have always 
found their account in being Allies to the crown 
he wears. The Britiſh treaſure, and the Britif, 
armies, have made them triumph over their ene- 
mies, and eſtabliſhed the balance they wanted. 
Tis farther ſaid, that by this bill you will reſtore 
the prerogative to part of it's power, which is 
cramped by the triennial act. Now if this bill is 
to be underſtood to relate to alliances, it weakens, 
and not ſtrengthens the ꝓrerogative. For it is an 


inſinuation, that the peqgple have ſomething to do | 


in making treaties, which muſt ever be denied by the 
Friends of the crown, where the ſole undiſputed 
Tight 1s lodged by the conſtitution of this kingdom, 
Beſides, if that was any conſideration here, this ar- 
gument is alſo a reflection on the preſent miniſtry, 
who are'to have the honour to adviſe his Majeſty 
in any alliances he. ſhall think fit to make: For it 
hath an appearance, as if they durſt not look a new 
Parliament in the face; or, as if by ſome demerit 
or other, they ſhould not continue in their poſts 
(without the help of this bill) long enough to aſſiſt 
in ſupporting thoſe alliances when made. *Tis 
true, we have had of late a ſort of triennial mini- 
ſtries, as well as Parliaments. But we are to hope, 
that the preſent ſet of Miniſters, (who ſo far ſur- 
paſs all their predeceſſors, in wiſdom and virtue) 
will behave ſo well, as to deſerve the continuance 
of his Majeſty's favour, and the Kingdom's appro- 
bation; Their friends therefore ought rather to re- 
ject, chan to enforce this argument, as reflecting on 
them, and groundleſs in itſelt. 


There 
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There is another reaſon, drawn from the great 
and continued expences occaſioned by frequent 
elections, which is ſo weak, that it ſcarce deſer ves 
to be taken notice of. For every Gentleman is a 


judge of his own circumſtances, whether he will, | 


or can, be at the neceſſary expences of an election: 
Corrupt ones are not to be ſuppoſed, eſpecially in 
this houſe, which, all the world knows, was choſen 
without the leaſt corruption, without the leaſt vio- 
lence, without the leaſt improper influence what- 
ſoever. | 


the cauſe of obſtructing juſtice, and hinder candi- 
dates from being impartial in the diſtribution of it; 


'tis equally trifling with the reaſon laſt mentioned; 


and, if any, is an argument only for making Par- 
laments perpetual. For he who will be a great 
deal byaſſed by his hopes of ſecuring his ſeat in a 
triennial Parliament, will, by the ſame principle, 
be a little warped by his expectation of ſitting in a 
ſeptennial one; and he ought in neither caſe to be a 
member of this houſe : For nothing can effectually 
cure ſuch a diſpoſition ; it will never be able to re- 
fiſt greater temptations, and court- preferments. 

| Theſe are the chief arguments for. paſſing this 
bill; and I humbly conceive they now appear to 
be of no great weight : But the reaſons for letting 
the law ſtand as it does, are ſuch as, in my opi- 
nion, cannot receive an anſwer. | 


Firſt, If there were not abundance of other ar- 
guments againſt this bill, the manner of its coming 
hither, is a ſufficient objection to it. *Tis ſent 
from the Lords, and as it chiefly relates to our 
ſelves, I ſhould apprehend it inconſiſtent with * 
honour to receive it. We ought to imitate the 
ſpirit which our predeceſſors ever ſhewed in reſiſt- 
ing all attempts of this kind, all appearances of in- 
novation by the Lords. Our predeceſſors 0 

f l Q 


As to what is ſaid, that frequent Parliaments are 
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ſo very jealous of their privileges, that they never 
failed to "exert themſelves, even on the ſmalleſt 


and moſt minute occaſions. Shall we then? ſhall 


this glorious houſe” of Commons, be ſo far from 
doing that,” as humbly to take a new model of our 
conſtitution” from them? Surely we ſhall not ſit 
tame and acquieſce meanly, when they think fit to 
ſtrike at the foundations of this houſe. 

But if any here could be inclinable to receive 
the dictates of the Lords, or, to ſpeak out, the 
dictates of the miniſtry, I humbly apprehend it 
is not in our power to conſent to this bill. For | 
cannot conceive, by any rule of reaſon or lay, 
that we, who are only repreſentatives, can enlarge 
ro our own advantage the authority delegated to 
us; or that, by virtue of that authority, we can de- 
ſtroy the fundamental rights of our conſtituents. | 


know indeed, that the notion of the radical power | 


of the people, hath been extended to a degree of 
extravagance and ' abſurdity, which I would never 
be Tuppoſed to contend for. But it is ſelf-evident, 
that this power with relation to the part we bear in 
the legiſlature, is abſolutely, is ſolely in the electors, 


You have no legiſlative capacity, but what you de- þ 


rive from them. You were choſen under the triennial 
act, and could only be choſen for three years, un- 
Jeſs they could convey more to others, than they 
had in themſelves; unleſs they could give us a 
longer term to repreſent” them, than they could 
claim at the time of their choice to be repreſent- 
ed. Our cruſt therefore is a triennial truſt ; and if 
we endeavour to continue it beyond it's legal du- 
ration, from that inſtant we ceaſe to be the truſtees 
of the people, and ae our own electors; from 
that "inſtant we act by an aſſumed power, and 


— . ö — 
erect a new conſtitution. If we could diſſolve of 


alter the form of any one part of the legiſlature, 
why not of the whole ? And that is a doctrine ! 
preſume, will not be advanced here; I am ſure 

| Lc it 
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it will never be allowed in any place, But I 
know it is a very unacceptable way of ſpeaking, to 
diſpute the power of thoſe to whom one ſpeaks; 
and it may be thought a preſumption if I ſhould 
affirm in this preſent Parliament (which hath 
given ſo many proofs of its Omnipotence) that 
even the whole legiſlature cannot do every thing, I 
muſt however always be of opinion, that tho? it is 
a received maxim in civil ſcience, that the ſupreme 
legiſlature cannot be bound; yet it is an implied 
exception, and muſt be underſtood, that it is re- 
ſtrained from ſubverting the foundations on which 
it ſtands z and that it ought not on any pretence 
whatſoever, to touch or alter thoſe laws, which 
are ſo far admitted into the conſtitution, as to be- 
come eſſential parts of it. I am alſo of opinion, 
that we cannot paſs this bill, becauſe it would be 
an infraction of the act of Union, which I hear al- 
moſt every day in this place called an irrepealable 
and fundamental law. But ſince the repreſenta- 
tives of North-Britain are ſatisfied in that point, 


it would be highly impertinent in me to inſiſt up- 


on it. | 

But if nothing ſtood in your way, if it was ne- 
ver ſo much in your power, I think you ought not 
to repeal the triennial act, except in the laſt extre- 
mity, and in the moſt imminent danger of the 
ſtate, This law was one of the fruits of the revo- 
lution : This law reſtored the freedom and fre- 
quency of Parliaments, ſo far as was conſiſtent 
with the circumſtances of that reign, which was 
involved in @ war, and had occaſion for conſtant 
and heavy taxes: This law was a conceſſion made 
to the people by King William, in the midſt of his 
difficulties z and I own the policy of thoſe Mi- 
niſters, who ſhall adviſe his Majeſty to give his 
royal aſſent to the repealing of it, is of too refined 
and delicate a nature for my underſtanding. For 
fince his Majeſty has been pleaſed to propoſe that 


Prince 
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Prince as a pattern to himſelf, and is purſuing his 
ſteps with ſo much glory, it will be matter of a. 
ſtoniſhment to thoſe who are not in the ſecret of af. 
fairs, to fee, that in the reign of the one King eve. id 
ry thing ſhould be done to enlarge the liberties of Ml % 
the people, and to reſtrain his ſucceſſors from be. & | 
ing capable of relapſing into the errors and abuſes P 
of former princes ; and that in the reign of the o. % 
ther, there-ſhould be the leaſt appearance of doing | flo 

any thing which might but ſeem to ſtretch the pre. 4 
rogative, to invade and ſhock the rights and pri. 7 
vileges of the ſubject, when both ſhall be found % 
to rule by the ſame principles of liberty, and by ““ 

the fame maxims of government. e ä eb 

The triennial act is grounded on the ancient dom 

uſage and conſtitution of Parliaments ; as it is in- * 

tended to oblige the crown to call them frequent- 

ly, For, that Parliaments were held frequently Ml e 

(half yearly, or annually at leaſt) appears not only Ml Cr 

from the beſt accounts we have of the firſt inſti- i ken 

tution of them, and by the two acts of Edward Ill, I hit 

but by the writs of ſummons till extant, and by © 

ſeveral authentic inſtruments and records, How- the 

ever ſatisfactory it might be on any other occaſion, fn 

I am ſenſible; that à deduction of the hiſtory of I ok 
ancient Parliaments, as they were ſucceſſively „. 
called, would be very tedious and unentertaining 5 
in this debate; and I will therefore only mention 
two records, one is that famous inſtrument of Ed- ab 
| ward” I. concerning the Annuus Cenſus, then I © 
| claimed by the Popes from the crown of England; th 
| wherein he takes notice, that ſome arrears, incurred i bi 
on that head, had not been raiſed, as they ought ch 

to have been in Parlia mento, quod circa Ofava ll © 
Reſurrectionis Dominice celebrari in Anglia conſue- MF - 
dir But he promiſes that he would recommend Ii P. 
the payment of the money due, in alio Nurlia- © 

mento noſtro, quod und fnem Santti Michaelis prbiim: I * 

futuri intendimus dante Domino ctlebrars. . 
| Other 
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other record is a repreſentation en fs Parlia- 
ment to Richard II, ſome paſſages of which are 
theſe—— Rod ex antiquo ftatuto babent, & conſue- 
tudine laudabili & approbatd, cujus contrarietati 
dici non volebit, That the King is to call Dominos 
& Proceres regni atque. communes ſemel in anno ad 
Parliamentum ſuum, tanquam ad ſummam curiam 
jotius regni. That if the King— 42 Parliamento 
ſu ſe alienaverit ſud ſpomte, non aliqud infirmitate 
aut aliqud alid de cauſa neceſſitatis, ſed per immode- 
ratam voluntatem proterve ſe ſubtraxerit per abſen- 
tiam temporis quadraginta dierum, tanquam de vexa- 
tione populi ſui & gravibus expenſis eorum non curans, 
ex tunc licitum omnibus & ſingulis  eorum, abſque 
domigenio Regis, redire ad propria & Ts eorum 
in patriam ſuam remeare. | 
From the former of theſe records, tis obvious 
to obſerve, that Edward the I. (who was one of 


our beſt Princes, and ſo great a preſerver of the 


laws of his kingdom, that he is juſtly called by our 
hiſtorians the Engli/b Juſtinian) choſe, rather than 
to prolong the ſitting of his Parliament beyond 
their uſual time, to diſſolve one, tho? it had not 


finiſhed its neceſſary buſineſs, and to ſummon an- 


other within the ſpace of a ſew months. 
From the other ?*tis very panes UV "ES "that 


| Richard 11 (who is ſaid to be one of the worſt 


Kings that ever ſat on the throne of England) by 


abſenting himſelf from the buſineſs of Parliaments, 


and by that means continuing their n= beyond 
their proper and accuſtomed time, drew upon 
himſelf a ſharp remonſtrance from both houies, 
and was at laft, for ſuch FR amongſt other 
things depoſed.  _ 

any. reigns. after this, : Henry VIII accom- 


pliſhed what Richard II only: attempted, and he 


continued his laſt Parliament ad libitum without 
reproof. But tis Well known Abe rb 
| | powers 
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powers they veſted him with; and God forbid we 


that Parliament acted like ſlaves, and that King 


acted like a Tyrant. | 


But if the triennial law had not been grounded 


on the reaſons of antiquity, and the original uſage 


of Parliaments, it was no more than a reaſonable 
indulgence from the Throne to the people, who 
had ſtruggled for a revolution, on account of the 


abuſes of Parliaments, and the endeavours to ren. 


der them inſignificant. Tis true, that Prince 
once denied his royal aſſent to it: But afterwards 
he conſidered, that it could be no diminution of 
his prerogative, no blemiſh to his regal power, to 
retrieve the honour and dignity of Parliaments, as 
they were his ſupport, as they were the eſſential 
part of that conſtitution he came to ſave ; and thi 
he found he could only do by the frequent calling 
of them. 1 | 

_ Beſides, this law was not only. a reaſonable in- 
dulgence to the people, as has been ſaid, in that 


it gave them frequent opportunities of changing 


their members, when they did not approve their 
behaviour, and was of advantage to the public, 
in making them act with more than ordinary cau- 
tion and circumſpection ; but it proved of great 
ſervice to the crown; for by frequent Parliaments 
the crown could only know the immediate ſenſe of 
the nation, which is abſolutely neceſſary for « 


Prince to know on all emergencies. However in- 
convenient this lau may now be thought to the 


crown, and however oppoſite to ſome projects 


and ſchemes an active miniſtry may have in view, 
1 appeal to experienced members, whether they 
think, or can imagine, that the crown could 


have got half-the money it hath-been ſupplied with 
ſince the revolution, but by new and freſh eleCti- 


ons. Such grievous and perpetual taxes would 


never 
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never have been endured from a ſtale and continued 
parliament. There is no injury or diſhonour there- 
ſore to the crown, to be obliged, by a law, to do 
what, in juſtice to the ſubject, and convenience to 
itſelf, it ought to do without a law. 


But if you had a power to repeal this law, and 


exerciſe that power, the people would be in a much 
worſe condition, than if it had never been granted 
to them. They would be bound up for ever in a 
legiſlative way, the only way effectually and ir- 
recoverably to loſe their liberties. They would 
by us (their repreſentatives) condemn ſhort and 
frequent Parliaments, and eſtabliſh long and pen- 
ſioned ones, which is a new doctrine, and ſuch as 
was never before advanced by the Commons of 
Great-Britain, g 7 

Surely there muſt be ſome ſecret cauſe, ſome 
latent reaſon, for hurrying on this bill in ſo pre- 
cipitate a manner. The true reaſon, I believe, is 
not declared; and for my part, I cannot but ſuſpect, 
that the miniſtry have ſomething to do which 
they apprehend will not be acceptable to a new 
Parliament, and which will not ſtand the teſt of 
the nation. I ſay, it muſt be ſomething they have 
to do. For I am confident they do not ſelf-condemn 
themſelves, for what they have already done. 
They have no remorſe of conſcience for appre- 


hending ſo many hundred gentlemen, and con- 


fining them in priſon ſo many months without 
examination, For ſuch confinements were not 
only neceſſary to ſuppreſs the rebellion, but we 
have been told were intended as a favour and 
kindneſs to the perſons who were ſo confined. | It 
muſt therefore be ſome new work they have upon 
their hands; what that work is, I will not pre- 
ſume to gueſs. But I will preſume to ſay, what 
it cannot be. It cannot be a deſign to aboliſh the 
limitations of the act of ſettlement, with relation 


to foreigners ;z becauſe that is no leſs than an open 


violation 
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violation of our new Magna Charta, and an en- 
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tire infraction of our original contract, as the go- 
vernment now ſtands. 

I fear I have quite wearied your patience, but 
the importance of the ſubject will in ſome meaſure 
excuſe me, and I have but a very few words now 
to add. I hope you will reject and not commit 
this bill. For there is nothing more certain, than 
that it will be to your diſhonour and diſſervice to 
paſs it, if we may reaſon of what will be, by what 
hath been. Long Parliaments then will naturally 
grow either formidable or contemptible. 

We have an inſtance of the one, in the lon 
Parliament of King Charles the firſt, which, to 


its eternal infamy, overturned the beſt conſtitution 
in the world, the church and GY of this 


nation. 

We have a proof of the other in the long Par- 
liament of King Charles the ſecond. I aſk par- 
don if I am heard by any that were members of 
it, but I only repeat what others have ſaid. There 
was a famous ſimile applied by Julian Jobnſon to 
that Parliament, which I the rather mention, be- 
cauſe it was much applauded by the patrons of 


liberty, and lovers of Parliaments ; and becaule [ 


know the author is eſteemed above his deſerts by 
ſome gentlemen, who are now debating for long 
Parliaments 3 *tis this, That a ſtanding Parliament 
will always ſtagnate, and be like a country- benen which 
is over-grown with ducks-meat. 

I make no application; no man will, or can, 
with any colour of truth or reaſon, apply i it to this 
Parliament. This Parliament is ſo far from be- 
ing a ſtagnating pool, that it might rather be 
compared to a rapid ſtream, or an irreſiſtible tor- 


rent, which, if continued, will bear down all be- 
fore i it, 


Mr 


.,, 417 
Mr Shippen having thus ended, Mr 11 00s an- 
ſwered him in the following ſpeech. 


Mr Speaker, 

H E houſe is now entered on the exerciſe of Mr Hamp- 

a power, which, of right, and agreeable to““ esch. 

the conſtrution, belongs to them: I mean that 

branch of power which they, as a part of the le- 

giſlature, have, of repealing laws, or extending 

"ur and limiting of them, in ſuch manner as ſhall ap- 

ly pear to them moſt conducive to the ſervice of their 
country. As this right of altering the laws does 

"'S WW undoubtedly belong to the legiſlature, it ought to 

to be uſed with the utmoſt regard; ſince *tis equally 

on a crime to enervate laws that are found to be a 

vs WF ſupport to our government, as to omit the abo- 

liſhing or ſuſpending ſuch as have not anſwered 


—— — * e 7 2 
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And Bes! it is as unjuſtifiable to be tenacious of 
a matter that has no argument to ſupport it, as not 


tr 0 give way to what experience has demonſtrated, 
* Vor. VI. l if 


'r- Wl their end when made, or, which is worſe, NEE 
proved detrimental. 
of It is a commendable zeal, when Gentlenitn in 1 
re their debates expreſs a tenderneſs for the exiſting $ 
"0 I conſtitution of their country, and their apprehen- 3 
X WM ficns of the leaſt innovation in the frame of the | 
of government; and I am not ſurprized that it is ob- 1 
! jected, in ſo popular a manner, that the paſſing | 
by of this bill for ſuſpending the law for the ele- |: 
"S WW Gion of triennial Parliaments, is to = the foun- 1 
„dation of our Engli/b liberties. i 
ich But if, upon an impartial enquiry, it ſhall ap- 1 
pear, that this bill, which was made for the bene- i 
* fit of the nation, has, in no reſpe&, anſwered the A 
* I purpoſes for which it was calculated when made 1 
5 into a law, I preſume it may be allowed, that the | 
= danger in ſuſpending it, is more imaginary than W 
real. ; 1 
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if this bill ſhould, in it's conſequences, be void of 
proof of its anſwering the ends for which it was 
made, I hope it will not be ſo great a crime to 
ſuſpend it, as it has, with induſtry, been repre. 
ſented without doors. | | 

A principal argument for continuing the trien. 
nial bill is, that it is agreeable to the ancient laws 
of this nation, that there ſhould be frequent Par. 
liaments. I find by the laws I have looked over, 
that Parliaments ought to be frequently held ; but 


1 find it no where laid down as a fundamental po- 


ſition of the nature of this conſtitution, that there 
ſhould be frequent elections. If Gentlemen will 
look to the beginning of Parliaments, they will 
find in the 4th, 5th, and 36th of Edward III 
that, for redreſs of divers miſchiefs and grievances 
which daily bappen, a Parliament ſhall be bolden eve. 
ry year, or oftner if need be. + Let it then be con- 
ſidered in what manner thoſe Parliaments, were 
held : When a King met his Parliament, they uſed 
to fit ten or twenty days, and then were pro- 
rogued or diſſolved; and there were frequent in- 
termiſſions of Parliaments, none being called for 
ſeveral years. By looking over the journals, we 
find the prorogations and diſſolutions of Parlia- 
ments. „ | 

To come down to the time of Henry VIII. 
Few of his Parliaments fat more than twenty 


days, though there was not a Parliament, met 


every year; and from the 7th to the 25th of 


Henry VIII, there are no journals, and conſequent- 


ly, we cannot tell in what manner Parliaments 
were held. Afterwards there were ſeveral Par. 
liaments, but not every year, to the end of his 
reign. _ : | 

A Parliament was called the firſt year of Edward 
VI, and in five years ſat but four months, In 
Philip and Mary there were four Parliaments, but 
the ſeſſions extremely ſhort, From the ad: to the 


5th, 
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zth, and from the 7th to the 13th of Queen Eli- 
2abeth, no Parliament met, and from the 14th to 
the 25th of Queen Elizabeth, the Parliament fat 
only from the 8th of May to the goth of June; 
and four years after, from the 8th of February to 
the 8th of March following; and in eight years 
after, never ſat to do buſineſs, but were then diſ- 
ſolved. There were fix other Parliaments called 


in Queen Elizabeth's time; but never far long, 


unleſs that in the 39th of her reign, which far 
four months. on 

The firſt Parliament of James I, ſat about four 
months, 'and in three years after, ſat about eight 
days. That Parliament was not diſſolved 'till the 
gth of James, but fat twice or thrice only. There 
were three other Parliaments in his reign, but they 
met very ſeldom. TEES | 

The ſeſſions in King Charles I, were much ſhor- 


ter than of late days, and very frequent proroga- 


tions; and in the 16th of his reign, an act was 
paſſed, For preventing inconveniencies by long inter- 
miſſion of Parliaments, by which it was provided, 
tnat a Parliament ſhould meet every three years; 
which law we find repealed in the 16th of Charles II, 
by reaſon that the proviſions in the former law 
were looked upon as a derogation to his Majeſty's 
juſt and undoubted prerogative for calling and 
aſſembling Parliaments, and might be an occaſion 


of manifold miſchiefs, and might endanger the 


peace of his people. The ſaid act is repealed, 


and a' proviſion made therein, that becauſe, by the 


ancient laws of this realm, in the reign of Ed- 
ward III, Parliaments are to be beld very often, 
the fitting and holding of Parliaments ſhall not be 
inter mitted above three years, In this King's reign 
the long Parliament was held; and whatever cor- 
ruptions they were tainted with, they could never 
be accuſed of favouring the cauſe of France, or at- 
tempting to enſlave their own country. 

| | 1 In 


419 


420 


PARLIAMENTARY A. 1716, 


In King James II, that unfortunate Prince, a Par. 
liament was held in May 1685, and ſat about two 
months, and was at ſeveral times, prorogued to 
November 1687, Then the happy revolution took 
place; and in the bill of rights, 1. Guliel. & Marie, 
it is declared and enacted, That all the rights and 
liberties aſſerted and claimed in the ſaid declaration, 
are the true, ancient, and indubitable rights and li- 
berties of the people of this kingdom, and ought io be 
firmly and ſtrictiy holden and obſerved. And in the 
ſame bill, among that long catalogue of grievances 
which precedes the ſaid declaration, there is not 
the leaſt mention made of want of frequent electi- 
ons, but only that Parliaments ought to be free. 
In the ſixth of King Milliam, this now favoured 
bill for triennial Parliaments: was paſſed ; and up- 
on this occaſion, I cannot help obſerving, that it is 
ſome ſatisfaction, that the people abroad who look 
upon the reign of that Prince as an uſurpation, 
ſhould be fond of any one act that paſſed in that 
time; and I hope from hence, they may in time, 
be more reconciled to the proteſtant ſucceſſion, 
which is in conſequence of that happy revolution. 

If gentlemen will look over the writs of ſum- 
mons, and the returns of thoſe writs, they will 
find no mention how long any Parliament is to 
laſt ; but the return makes mention of the perſons 
who are to ſerve in the Parliament that is to meet, 
and be held at ſuch a time at Weſtminſter. But it 
mult be allowed, that the Parliament is ſubject to 
the triennial act while it ſubſiſts; and therefore 
the advantages and inconveniencies of that law 
ought chiefly to be conſidered in the matter now 
before us: And in caſe an act be found prejudicial, 
if ſuch a veneration is to be paid to a law, as not 
to alter it, from any conviction of its being inſut- 


fidcient, or attended with ill conſequences, I think 
the lagiſlature will become, in a manner, uſeleſs. 1 
take the principal matter to be, to examine what 


benefit 
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benefit has accrued to the nation by virtue of this 
bill, and if the inconveniencies do not out-weigh 
all the advantages ? 

It is pretended, that by the triennial elections, 
the people have an opportunity of laying aſide 
thoſe perſons with whoſe behaviour in Parliament 
they are diſſatisfied, or ſuch whom they appre- 


hend to be under court-influences : I defire it may 


be conſidered, how very few examples there are, 
of perſons, who having accepted places, have not 
been re-elected. The reaſon is very obvious: 
Becauſe the people, who love expences, judge that 


a man who has a place of profit, is much more 


capable of making an expence, than he that has 


none. But ſuppoſing any gentleman ſo wickedly 


diſpoſed, as to ſacrifice his opinion to the lucre of 
a place, does not ſuch a perſon, who has ſpent five 
or ſix hundred pounds at his election, and his cir- 
cumſtances not very able to bear it, come more 


prepared for a. court-tempation, than if he had 


enjoyed his ſeat in Parliament, and been free from 
the. trouble and expence of frequent elections? I 


appeal to gentlemen, if expences are not increaſed ? 


And if any inſtance can be produced where they 
are abated, many more may be where they are in- 
creaſed ; ſo that the end of the bill, in this reſpe&, 
is no way anſwered, 

It is ſaid, that expences being voluntary, it is 
the fault only of thoſe who make them; but when 
we obſerve the contagion of expences to be uni- 
verſally ſpread in the kingdom at the time of elec- 


tions, and a diſſölution of manners occaſioned by 


ſuch expences, it is time for the legiſlature to in- 
terpoſe, and prevent the dangerous conſequences 
of ſuch an evil. Do, Gentlemen, conſider the 
diſtractions occaſioned by elections, and the im- 
poſſibility, conſidering the ſmall interval of elec- 
tions, to heal up thoſe wounds which the animoſities 
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affairs, and ſymptoms of the ill; cemper of the | 
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of parties have - occaſioned ; ſo it is little better 
than living in a continual ſtate of warfare. This is 
a no leſs fatal than undeniable conſequence of this 
bill, which was calculated for the eaſe of the ſubject. 

It is faid, the reaſon of this expedient, as it is cal- 
led, is becauſe the majority of this Parliament are 


Whigs. And tho! it is allowed that this Parliament 


has acted for the ſervice of his Majeſty, and the na- 
tion, the proceedings of the laſt Parliament are faid 
to be as meritorious of the King's good opinion, 


and the nation's, as what this Parliament has done, 


It is much inſiſted on, that the Tories gave the 
civil liſt: That is true; but had they not given 
it, I believe the King would not long have been 
deprived of it. It is ſaid, the King was received 


here with the univerſal joy of his people: Why 


did that ſatisfaction ceaſe ſo ſoon? Has the King 
done any thing to loſe the affection of ſo many of 
his people? or have his Miniſters? If his Mi- 
niſters, why has the ſpirit of patriotiſm been fo 


much wanting in Gentlemen, as not to repreſent 


to the King, or in this houſe, the crimes of thoſe 


be employs in his ſervice ? But if no real handle 


for theſe diſcontents has been given by King or 
Miniſters, then thoſe who pretended ſuch a zeal 
for the King and his fer vice, at his arrival here, 
acted a hypocritical part, and meant nothing leſs 
than what they now make profeſſions of. Let us 


conſider the preſent ſituation of the minds of the 
people, how exaſperated one ſet of them are at the 


neceſſary proſecutions of thoſe, who ſo fatally con · 
certed the ruin of their country; and to what de- 
gree that reſtleſs ſpirit influenced the people in the 
the late rebellion ; and how induſtrioufly a falſe and 
miſtaken cauſe of the church has been of late pro- 
Pagated in this nation. . S 
From theſe and many other eircumſtances of 


nation, I think the - diſpoſition of the peoples 
8 . minds 
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minds far from being ſuitable to the buſineſs of an 
election, but rather for a reſtoration of that per- 
ſon, who, the deluded people have been taught, 
has alone a right to the crown, and came to free you 
from the oppreſſions you now lie under. 


ST R, 8 
So much has been ſaid concerning the prepara- 


tions which the regent is making, by extorting vaſt 


ſums from the ſubjects of France; and ſo much 
has been ſpoken concerning our alliances, and the 
neceſſity of applying ourſelves to find out effectual 
methods for diſcharging the publick debts, that af- 
ter ſo long a debate, I ſhall not trouble you with 
my thoughts upon thoſe ſubjects. 1 

It muſt be allowed, that the nation has obli- 
gation to thoſe patriots who framed this law, 
with a view and expectation it would prove a 
ſecure proviſion for the liberty and eaſe of the 
ſubject: But could thoſe great and honeſt men 
have foreſeen into what a degenerate ſtate this na- 


tion would fall, they would have been convinced 


how inſufficient and cobweb a remedy ſuch a bill 
muſt prove; and they would ſcarce. have been 
content with leaving to poſterity a legacy, which 
experience has ſhewn to be deſtructive, inſtead of 
any real advantage to them. Ry 

I humbly apprehend, that when laws do not an- 
ſwer their end, or prove eg eur in their con- 
ſequences, it is the duty of the legiſlature to inter- 
ofe ; and that the ſuſpenſion of this bill is ſo far 


rom being a violation of our conſtitution, that it 


is the healing a breach made in the conſtitution by 
thoſe who obtained this lad. 
The reaſons why I am now for the bill are, 
To diſpoſe the people to follow their callings, 
and to be induſtrious, by taking from them, for 
a time, the opportunity of diſtracting one ano- 
ther by elections. To prevent ſuch who have 
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the will, from the power of giving any new di- 
ſturbance to the government. To prevent ano- 
ther rebellion; there being juſt as much reaſon to 
expect one this year, as there was the laſt. To 
check that evil ſpirit in thoſe who have ſworn to 
the King and roſe in arms againſt him, or abetted 
ſuch who have. To diſcountenance that ſpirit 


which lately did ſo far prevail in this nation, as 


to approve of a moſt ignominious concluſion of a 


ſucceſsful war, by a ruinous peace. To render | 


fruitleſs any concerted project of the Tegent, or 
any other foreign Princes, to diſturb this nation at 
a time when elections, or the approach of them, 


have raiſed a ferment in the minds of the people: 


And to procure to the clergy an interval from be- 
ing politicians, that they may be the better able to 
take care of their flocks, in the manner the ſcrip- 
ture has preſcribed. | 

For theſe and many other reaſons, too long to 


enumerate at this time, I am for the commitment 
of this bill. 


Sir Richard Steele ſpoke likewiſe e for the bill to 
the effect following: 


. | 

T is evident that new choſen annual Parlia- 

ments were never the cuſtom or right of this 
kingdom: It remains therefore only to conſider, 
(now that there is a law which makes Parliaments 
meet, as of courſe, at ſuch a ſtated time) whe- 


ther che period of three years anſwered the pur- 


Poſes intended by it? The preamble to the trien- 
nial act expreſſes, that it was introduced into the 


_ conſtitution for the better union and agreement of 


the king and bis people; but it has had a quite con- 


trary effect; and experience has verified what a 
wiſe man ſaid of it, when it was enacted, That it 


Bad made a triennial King, a triennial Miniſtry, a 


trien- 
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triennial alliance. We feel this in all occurrences 
of ſtate; and they who look upon us from 
abroad, behold the ſtruggle in which we are ne. 
ceſſarily engaged from time to time under this 
law. Ever ſince it has been enacted the nation 
has been in a ſeries of contention : The firſt year 
of a triennial Parliament has been ſpent in vin- 
dictive deciſions and animoſities about the late 
elections; the ſecond ſeſſion has entered into bu- 
ſineſs, but rather with a ſpirit of contradiction to 
what the prevailing ſet of men in former Parlia- 
ments had brought to paſs, than of a diſintereſted 
zeal for the common good: The third ſeſſion 
languiſhed in the purſuit of what little was intend- 
ed to be done in the ſecond ; and the approach of 
an enſuing election terrified the members into a 
ſervile management, according as their reſpective 
principals were diſpoſed towards the queſtion be- 
fore them in the houſe. Thus the ſtate of Eng- 


land has been like that of a veſſel in diſtreſs at 


ſea: The pilot and mariners have been wholly 
employed in keeping the ſhip from ſinking ; the 
art of navigation was uſeleſs, and they never pre- 
tended to make ſail. It is objected, that the alte- 


ration propoſed is a breach of truſt : The truſt, Sir, 


repoſed in us, is that of the public good; the 
King, Lords, and Commons, are the parties who 
exerciſe this truſt ; and when the King, Lords, 


and Commons, exerciſe this truſt by the meaſure 


of the common good, they diſcharge themſelves, 
as well in the altering and repealing as in the 
making or confirming laws. The period of time, 
in this caſe, is a ſubordinate conſideration 35 and 


thoſe Gentlemen who are againſt the alteration, 


ſpeak in too pompous a ſtyle, when they tell us, 
We are breaking into the conſtitution, It has been 
farther objected, that all this is only giving great 
power to the Miniſters, who may make an arbitrary 


uſe of it: The Miniſters are indeed like other 


men 
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men, from the infirmity of human nature, liable 
to be made worſe by power and authority; but 
this act gives no addition to that authority itſelf; 
though it may poſſibly prolong the exerciſe of it 
in them. They are nevertheleſs reſponſible for 
their actions to a Parliament; and the mode of 
enjoying their offices is exactly the ſame. Now, 
when the thing is thus, and that the period of 
three years is found, from infallible experience it. 
ſelf, a period that can afford us no good, where 
ſhall we reſt? The ills that are to be done againſt 
ſingle perſons or communities are done by ſur- 
prize, and on a ſudden ; but good things are ſlow 
in their progreſs and muſt wait occaſion. De- 
ſtruction is done with a blow; but reformation is 
brought about by leiſurely advances. All the 
miſchiefs which can be wrought under the f. 
tennial act, can be perpetrated under the triennial; 
but all the good which may be compaſſed under 
the ſeptennial, cannot be hoped for under the tri- 
ennial. We may fear that the Miniſters may do 
us harm, but that is no reaſon why we ſhould 
continue them under a diſability of doing us gobd. 


For theſe conſiderations, I am unreſervedly for 
the bill. | 


Mr. Snell, Mr. Bromley, and Sir Robert Raymond, 


ſpoke againſt the bill as follows : 


Mr. Speaker, 


E are told. there is an abſolute neceſſity for 
the bill which is now before you, and that 
thoſe who oppoſe it, are no better than friends to 


Mr. Snell's 
ſpeech, 


a popiſh Pretender. But as I wiſh as well to his | 
preſent Majeſty's perſon and government, as. the 


moſt zealous for his ſervice, I ſhall never reſign 
my opinion to words only, and betray my truſt to 
ſerve the purpoſes of a Miniſtry. 5 


I cannot 


* * 
42. 3 * * I's * 
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[ cannot but think this bill, if it paſs into a law, 
will highly infringe the liberties of the people; and 
as I can by no means aſſent to the reaſons that are 
offered to prove it neceſſary, ſo I ſhall heartily 
give my negative to it. 

do not wonder to hear a neceſſity arged for al- 
tering the conſtitution of our Parliaments, by thoſe 
* who have given up their own. 

The chief arguments made uſe of for it, as it re- 
peals the triennial act, and continues the preſent 
Parliament, are, | 

To appeaſe. the groundleſs animoſities of the 
people : 

To avoid expences, which frequent elections 
occaſion, to the empoveriſhing of many Gentle- 
mens families? 

To obviate tumultuous riots and aſſemblies, 
which might give a handle to a ſecond rebellion : 
And, laftly, | 

To farther our alliances abroad. 

How we can poſſibly expect to quiet the 
groundleſs animoſities of the people by this bill, I 
muſt own, I am at a loſs to imagine ; unleſs ſtrip- 


ping them of their moſt valuable privilege, which 


they and their anceſtors have for many ages paſt 
exerciſed and enjoyed, may be thought a proper 
expedient to reconcile their affections, and endear 
the preſent adminiſtration to them. 

The expences at elections are meerly voluntary; 
and if any one fuffers by them, he has none to 
blame but himſelf; and I ſcarce believe 92 
men to be ſerious. in this particular ; for let 
look, but a little backward, and trace this il. 
chievous evil, this growing corruption, that needs 
ſuch an extraordinary remedy, to its original, and 
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PARLIAMENTARY A. 1716, 
whence the remedy propoſed had its beginning, 
and that former ill Miniſtries, the better to for. 
ward their ſiniſter views, have, by ſending their 
agents through the kingdom at an approaching 
election, debauched the people with the public 
money; to that pitch of corruption we are now ar. 


rived. It is otherwiſe impoſſible to give an account 


how ſo many Gentlemen are choſen to ſerve in Par. 


lament, in countries and places where they have 
no viſible eſtates or intereſt ; nay, ſome perhaps 
whoſe names were never heard of in the county a 


month before the election. 

The rebellion is happily now at an end, and 
the government fo much better ſecured againſt 
riots and tumultuous aſſemblies, by the wholeſome 
laws provided by the wiſdom of this Parliament, 
that little or no danger can be reaſonably appre- 
hended from thence ; eſpecially, if we conſider 
the number of forces prudently quartered through- 


out the kingdom, ſufficient co ſuppreſs the moſt 


daring commotions that ſhall be attempted. 

The laſt reaſon made uſe of to prove the ne- 
ceſſity of this bill, 1s, that it will enable the government 
the better to treat and negociate foreign alliances. 

But ſurely thoſe who make uſe of this as an ar- 
gument, are ſtrangers to the conſtitution of Eng- 
land; for by the known and ſtanding law of the 
land, the right of making peace and war, treaties 
and alliances, are undeniably the King's prero- 
gative; and his Majeſty may exerciſe that right, 
as to him ſeems beſt, and moſt for the good and 
benefit of his people, without application to Par- 
liament, either to approve or confirm. But ad- 


mitting that of late years Parliaments have thought 


themſelves entitled to interpoſe their advice in 
treaties and alliances, (though I deny it to be 
their right) this is an argument ſingly ſufficient 
with me to ſupport the triennial bill. For ſup- 
poling a Miniſtry ſhall at any time negociate an 
| alliance 


"Cm 
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alliance prejudicial to the intereſt of England, and 
by their artifice impoſe upon a Parliament to ap- 
rove and confirm it; is it not a peculiar hap- 
pineſs, that ſuch a Parliament will quickly have 
an end; and that the people have it in their 
power, by another, which muſt ſoon be called, 
to correct the miſdeeds of ſuch a Miniſtry, and 
prevent the farther ill conſequences of ſuch a treaty 


to the nation? 


But allowing the arguments that are made uſe of 
ſufficient to prove the neceſſity of repealing the tri- 
ennial bill at preſent, I would beg leave to con- 
fider, whether it be in our power or no, to con- 
tinue the preſent Parliament beyond the time for 
which the people choſe us ? : 

And as for my own part, I freely declare it as 
my opinion, (though I ſhall always acquieſce in 
the judgment of the majority) that the purport of 
this bill, ſo far as it relates to the continuance of 
this preſent Parliament, is not within the compaſs 
of the truſt repoſed in us by the people. And to 
ſatisfy Gentlemen that I am not ſingular .in this 
opinion, I would beg their patience to read to 
them a paſſage or two from Mr. Locke's treatiſe 
of government. | | 

The power of the legiſlative (ſaid he) being derived 
from the people by a poſitive voluntary grant and in- 
ſtitution, can be no other than what that poſitive grant 
conveyed ;, which being only to make laws and not le- 
giſlators, the legiſlative can have no power of transfer- 


ring their authority of making laws, and placing it 


in other hands. | 
Again, he lays it down as a rule, That when 


the fociety has placed the legiſlative in any aſſembly of 


men, to continue in them and their ſucceſſors, the le- 


giflative can never revert io the people whilfs that 


government laſts; becauſe, having provided a legi- 
ſlature, with power. to continue for ever, they have 


given up. their political power to the legiſlative and 


cannoi 


n 


429 


Toy 2 . Mb cart n 4 2 11 * 4 : 
CAE PAS TIRE no pole EE ee rr 1» any * * OT I —— 3 IN IEP — 6" 
1 2 7 EATS ³q 8 2 A 8 8 
r Ny - — — — a —— — = y 
S CCC *. .. 


g WET 'Þ 8 0 3 8 - - 

r r EO EY: WEISER ß ID 
2 * : ute og - 2 RET e I 

P CCC ˙ TTT 


430 


eſteemed a man of great learning and candour, 
ceſſion in the houſe of Hanover, I could not omit | 


ſo conducive to a right underſtanding of the point 


ſentatives in Parliament; and by a law ſtill in be. 


King's power of diſſolution) have choſen us their 
repreſentatives, in purſuance of that law ; and 
therefore, whenever that triennial term ſhall expire, 


PARLIAMENTARY A. 1716 a 
cannot reſume it: But if they have ſet limits to the du. 
ration of their legiſlative, and make this ſupreme pow i mei 
in any perſon or aſſembly only temporary, at the deter. 
mination of the time ſet, it reverts to the ſociety, and 
the people have a right to place it in new hands, 
I beg pardon for the length of the quotation; 
but as the author, in his life-time, was always 


and no ways ſuſpected as diſaffected to the fuc. 


taking notice of the ſentiments of fo great a man, 


now in queſtion. | | 

And if theſe poſitions are true, the inferences are 
very obvious: The people of England have a fun- 
damental indiſputable right to appoint their repre. 


ing, for three years and no longer, (ſubject to the 


have a right to chuſe new one. 
It may be objected, that when the people have IM * 
once conſtituted the legiſlative, that the legiſlature M © 
is thereby veſted with the whole power of their I © 
electors; and it cannot be denied, but, generally | 

| 


ſpeaking, it will hold true. And the people of 


England, having, choſen us to repreſent them, we 
are thereby empowered, not only to make laws, 
but to alter or repeal any law in being, as we 
ſhall think fit, for their benefit and ſecurity ; and WM 
they will undoubtedly be bound thereby. But 
then this is to be underſtood, where the ſubject. 
matter of the Jaws we make is within compaſs of 


the truſt which the people have, or may at leaſt be 


ſuppoſed to delegate to us; and it is an ill way of 


reaſoning to aſſert, that we have a power to do 


what we cannot do without prejudice to thoſe we 
repreſent. | 


'The 


A. 1716. DEBATES. 


The right of electing repreſentatives in Parlia- 
ment is inſeparably inherent in the people of Great- 


Britain, and can never be thought to be delegated 


to the repreſentatives, unleſs you will make the 
elected to be the elector; and, at the ſame time, 
ſuppoſe it the will of the people, that their repre- 
ſentatives ſhould have it in their power to deſtroy 
thoſe that made them, whenever a Miniſtry ſhall 
think it neceſſary to ſcreen themſelves from their 


juſt reſentments: This would be to deſtroy the 


tence to all their freedom; for if we have a right 
to continue our ſelves, one year, one month, or 
day, beyond our triennial term, it will unavoid- 
ably follow, we have it in our power to make our 
ſelves perpetual: And whatever neceſſity we may 
be reduced to hereafter, matters are not yet in 
that apparent bad condition, to convince the peo- 
ple there is a preſent occaſion for this dangerous in- 
novation in their conſtitution. | 

To ſay that the paſſing this bill is not to graſp 
to our ſelves the right of election, but only to en- 
large the time for calling new Parliaments, is a 
manifeſt fallacy; for whenever our three years are 
expired, we can no longer be ſaid to ſubſiſt by 
the choice of the people, but by our own appoint- 
ment; and it is a jeſt to tell me, I have a right to 
that which another has a right to take from 
me. | 

Whoever will conſider well the frame and na- 
ture of our conſtitution, will find it calculated for 
every circumſtance needful for the ſecurity of a 


free people. We are guarded, by our repreſen- 


tatives in. Parliament, againſt any arbitrary en- 
croachments of the ſupreme executive power; and 
by frequent and new Parliaments againſt the weak- 


neſs, folly, and corruption of our repreſentatives : 


And though many inſtances may be given of long 
intermiſſions of Parliaments, yet that does by no 
| means 
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means prove frequent and new Parliaments not to 


' Mr. Brom- 
dey's ſpeech. 


be part of our conſtitution; and it is obvious to 


every impartial perſon, that without them our con- 


ſtitution 1s defective. For theſe reaſons I cannot 
approve of this bill. I think it an open violation 
of the peoples liberties, or, to ſpeak molt mildly 
of it, a breach of our truſt in that part which wil 
moſt ſenſibly affect them; and of that ill ten. 


dency in it's conſequence, that as nothing but the 


ſecurity of the Miniſtry can make it at this time 


needful, ſo nothing but a ſtanding force can make 


it laſting. 


* 


Mr. Speaker, 

May venture to affirm, that the bill now before 

you is of higher concern to the Commons of 
Great- Britain, than any that ever yet was before 
you: It takes away the peoples right of appoint- 
ing their repreſentatives it deprives them. of their 
ſhare in the legiſlature, and, in my opinion, 
wounds the conſtitution of Parliaments very deep. 


No Gentleman is ignorant, that the frame of 


our government is made up of the King, the 
Lords, and the Commons. Theſe, with reſpect 
ro each other, have ever been eſteemed: ſeparate, 
although, when put together, they make but one 
entire government. The duration of this form of 
government in England, longer than in our neigh- 
bouring countries, is manifeſtly owing to the care 
taken by thoſe that went before us, in keeping 
theſe three conſtituent parts of the political body up 


to the rules of their firſt inſtitution, by reſtraining 


each to its proper bounds, and in not. ſuffering 
one to be over- borne or ſwallowed-up by the other 


two: However theſe three great parts may in 


other reſpects be conſidered, yet with regard to 


the legillative wy muſt act in conjunction. The 


aſſent 
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aſſent of each to the making of laws is eſſentially 
neceſſary; but the manner of giving this aſſent is 
different in the people, from what it is in the King, 
and in the Lords. The people, by reaſon of their 
number, cannot be perſonally preſent at the paſſin 


of laws; their aſſent can no otherwiſe be ſignified, 


than by their repreſentatives. The diſadvantage the 
Commons are, in this reſpect, under, is in ſome 
ſort made up to them by the care taken in the fram- 
ing of our government, that they ſhould be truly 
and fairly repreſented. | 


That elections ſhall be free, is often declared in 


our written laws. It is in effect ſaying, that nei- 
ther the power of the crown, nor the power of the 
Lords, ſhould interpoſe in them. | 


The reſolution of this houſe renewed every ſeſ- 


fon, That for a Lord to concern himſelf in the elec- 
tion of members to ſerve for the Commons in Parlia- 
ment, is a high infringement of the liberties and pri- 
vileges of the Commons of Great-Britain, ſufficiently 
ſhews the jealouſy the Commons ever had of the 
Lords intermeddling in the elections of their re- 
preſentatives. | Cn. 15 os 
The attempts made on the King's part, to- 
wards influencing elections, have been principal- 
ly by officers under the nomination of the crown. 
As this miſchief from time to time appeared, laws 


were introduced providing againſt it. The ſta · 


tute 7 Hen. IV. c. 15. recites, that law to be made 
at the grievous complaint of the Commons of the un- 
due eleftions for Parliament, and directs (among 
other things) That Sheriffs ſhould proceed to elections 


freely and indifferently, notwithſtanding any command 


10 the contrary. Many ſubſequent laws, were made 


for preſerving to the people this privilege - (on 
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which all others depend) of being faithfully repre- 


ſented in Parliament. No leſs than ſeven acts 


were made in King William's time for that pur- 
Vor, VI, „ poſe: 
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PARLIAMENTARY A. 1716, 
poſe: So greatly did the endeavours of officers, 
to influence elections at that time, abound, The 
ſtatute of 3 V. and M. c. 1. takes notice, That 
the officers of the exciſe, by reaſon of the greatneſs if 


the duly, and the extraordinary powers given 10 


them, had frequently, by threats or promiſes, ſo far 
prevailed on electors, that they had been abſolutely de- 
barred of the freedom of giving their votes; which, 
according to the known conſtitution of this kingdom, 
every perſon ought to have and enjoy, It then enacts, 
That any ſuch officer who perſuades or diſſuades any 
eleftor from giving his vote, ſhall forfeit one bundred 
pounds, and be incepable of executing any office relating 


70 the exciſe. Another law of the like nature was 


lately made, in relation to the officers concerned in 


collecting the poſt-office duty. Theſe laws are now 


all to be laid aſleep. Proviſions made for protect. 
ing the people's right of election, muſt become in- 
ſignificant, if elections themſelves are no longer to 
be allowed. N 

The care taken by the founders of our govern- 
ment to preſerve this right, did not ſtop here; it 
was not ſufficient to that purpoſe, that elections 
ſhould be free; it was likewiſe neceſſary that they 
ſhould be frequent. Fp 

The people's right to frequent elections, was 


founded on ſubſtantial reaſon; for ſince they (who 


could act no otherwiſe than by repreſentatives) were 


capable of being miſtaken in their choice, and 


the perſon choſen liable to be tempted over to a 
dependance on the crown, or on the Lords, and 
thereby receive an undue influence, it became ne- 
ceſſary that frequent opportunities ſhould be given 


to the Commons to correct their choice, and there- 


by prevent the danger which the unfaithfulneſs of 
cue repreſentatives might otherwiſe bring upon 
hem. 15 . 


That 


A. 1710. TEXT ES. 

That the people had a right to frequent elections, 
is made unqueſtionable by the beſt of evidence, per- 
eis CI oh | 1 

From the firſt footſteps of Parliaments, down 
to the time of Henry VIII, not only from records, 
but from the printed ſtatutes, the frequency of 
elections does appear. The moſt repeated in- 
ſtances within that period of time, are of Parlia- 
ments determining within the compaſs of a year; 
no inſtance where they continued longer than 
three, | | 

King Charles I. (that unfortunate Prince) was 
put upon governing without Parliaments ; but the 
neceſſity of affairs forcing him to change his pur- 
poſe, a Parliament was called in the 16th year of 
his reign, in which a law of an extraordinary na- 
ture was paſſed, viz. That in caſe the King did not. 
call a Parliament within three years after the deter- 


mination of the preceding Parliament, then the Lord 


Chancellor, &c. ſhould iſſue writs for that purpoſe ;; 
with many other extraordinary proviſions, That 
Parliament ſoon after perpetuated themſelves, fo 
far as it was capable of being done; and by an 
act made the ſame year, hey were not io be diſſolv- 
ed but by act of Parliament, To the long conti- 
nuance of which Parliament, were all the cala- 


mities of the civil war to be imputed. - 
This ſtatute of the 16th of Charles I. was re- 
pealed by the ſtatute of the 16th of Charles IT. c. 1. 


But notwithſtanding the fond humour the nation 
was then in, even by the ſame act it was declared, 
That by the laws of this realm, Parliaments are to be 
held very often; and to the end there might be a fre- 


quent calling, aſſembling, and holding Parliamenis. 


once in three years at leaſt, it was declared aud enatt- 
ed, That Parliaments ſhould not be intermitted above 
three years at the moſt, | | 
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In 855 Charles II's time another turn of policy 
was taken, which was to bring the houſe of Com. 
mons to the bent of the Miniſtry, by the ſecret ap. 
plication of penſions. to the members. Such was 
the modeſty even of that age, as not openly and 
avowedly to byaſs with offices, thoſe who ought 
at leaſt to be the faithful repreſentatives of the 

ople. 

F or the effecting of this pernicious purpoſe of 
corrupting the Commons, it was neceſſary that the 
Parliament ſhould be prolonged ; which it was for 
eighteen years: Aſſurance of which being privately 
given to many of the members, and there being 
time ſufficient to gain upon others, (not ſo far in- 
truſted with the ſecret) the deſign was effected. 
And ſuch was the behaviour of that Parliament, 
that it acquired the infamous name of the Penſioner: 
Parliament. 

The attack thus made on the conſtitution of Par- 
liaments, by depriving the people of their right of 
frequent elections, gave birth to the jealouſy the 


nation entertained of the intention that Prince had 


of aſſuming to himſelf a deſpotic power. How 
uneaſy the latter part of his reign became on that 


account, is well known; and the nation has felt 
the effects of the ferment and diviſions which then 


aroſe ; and by the artifice of ill- deſigning Miniſters, 
have been ever ſince continued. 

The people being warned by the narrow eſcape 
their liberties met with from that Parliament, did 


(after much ſtruggle) obtain this law of triennial 
Farliaments, the only, remedy left for preſerving 


their ancient conſtitution, 


And now, after above an hundred millions given 


by the people, in order to preſerve their old form 


of government, here is a bill ſent us by t the Lords, 
which, if it paſſes, muſt expoſe us again to the 
greateſt of dangers, | which 1 is that of a long Par- 


lament, 


In 


A, 1716, DEBATES. 


In the time of that Penſioner- Parliament (which 
began in 1662) the means of temptation in the 
Miniſter's hands, were not ſo great as they now 
are: The civil liſt is well nigh double to what it 
then was : The dependance on the crown is great- 
y enlarged, by reaſon of the increaſe of officers 
for managing the public revenue and funds. What 
influence theſe may have upon an exhauſted nation, 


under the terror which forty thouſand regular troops 


carry with them, is eaſily foreſeen. 

No wonder the Lords (who are ever fond of 
power) have ſent us a bill which admits of their 
having a ſhare in the nomination of the houſe of 
Commons: But I cannot gueſs what ſhould induce 
them to expect our concurrence. Surely they 
cannot think ſo meanly of us, that for the ſake of 


continuing our ſeats here, we ſhould give into 


what ſo greatly affects the rights of thoſe that ſent 
us. Can we be thought ſo ungrateful, as to join 
in the deſtruction of the power that raiſed us? 
Can they think us ſo unfaithful, as to betray our 
truſt” in this groſs manner, by renouncing our re- 
lation to the people, and accepting from the 


crown, and from themſelves, a renewal of our 


right to fit here? Should they imagine us no lon- 
ger to be influenced by the rules of juſtice and 


morality ; yet methinks they ſhould allow us to 


have ſome ſenſe of ſhame remaining, which muſt 
ive us pain when we return into our countries, 
and look thoſe in the face whom we have ſo greatly 
ma... | | 
I would take notice of a matter that was men- 
tioned in the debate (ſuppoſing this bill ſhould 
undergo the forms uſed in the paſſing of bills) whe- 


ther it would carry with it the obligation of a law ? 


Of this I own my ſelf much in doubt. 
The powers we are intruſted with, as repre- 


| ſentatives of the people, appear in the form of 
| "42 + "the 
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the writ for ſummoning the Parliament. And in 
the indentures annexed to the return, the writ re- 
cites, Whereas e have thought fit to call a Parlia. 
ment, touching divers urgent affairs, concerning us, 
the ſtate, and defence of our kingdom of Great-Brj. 
tain, it then requires, That the Sheriff do cauſe io 
to be elected Knights, &c, to act in and conſent 10 
what ſhall be ordained by the common council of 
Great-Britain, ſuper negotiis antedictis. 

The indenture annexed to the return, anſwers 
the writ, vz. That they have elected ſuch and ſuch 
to attend according to the tenor of the writ, and 
given them full powers lo att in, and conſent to all 


things in the ſaid Parliament, which ſhall be by com. 


mon council and conſent ordained, touching the ſeate 
and defence of his Majeſty's kingdom of Great-Bri- 
tain, The queſtion then 1s, Whether the autho- 
rity thus given us to act, touching the defence of 
the government, does enable us to lay aſide one 
of the three great eſtates, (the people) by deny- 
ing them their right of acting by their repreſen- 
tatives in Parliament, and conſequently thei 
ſhare in the legiſlature ? Does the power put into 
our hands by the people, juſtify our turning the 
dagger into the bowels of the conſtitution ? This 
doubt is increaſed. by the notion that prevailed 
touching the invalidity,of the ſtatute of the * 16th 
Car. I. c. 7. whereby that Parliament was not to 
be diſſolved but by an act of Parliament. No 
act of Parliament was ever made for that purpoſe ; 
which would certainly have been done, had the 
ſubſequent Parliament thought that a law made. in 


diminution of the people's intereſt in the legiſlature 
had been valid, 28 | 


* By an ad of the convention that met in April 1660, le 
long Parliament hat met in 1640 was declared to be diſſolved: 
But that act was not confirmed by Parliament, as moſt of th: 


other adts of that convention avere by the flatute of the 13th 
e. 7. - M5 


I ſhould | 
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I ſhould be very willing to hear anſwered wha 
a worthy member (who juſt now ſpoke for com- 
mitting the bill, and owned his ſentiments altered 
touching the triennial a&t) has told the world in an 
excellent treatiſe of his, * That no people can give 
away the freedom of themſelves and their poſterity : 
That ſuch a' donation ought to be eſteemed of no greater 
validity than the gift of a child, or of a mad-man : 
That people can no more part with their legal liberties, 
than Kings can alienate their crowns, 

Every body is ſenſible that the public occaſions 
will require large ſupplies; and ſhould ſo much 
as a doubt ariſe in mens minds touching the le- 


gality of the taxes, it will tend to increaſe the ge- 


neral diſſatisfaction, (ſo often mentioned in this 
debate) and ſubject us to a hazzard there is no oc- 
caſion to run, did we content ourſelves with pro- 
ceeding in the common methods, which the uſage 
of many ages does juſtify, For theſe reaſons I 
am againſt committing the bill. 


Mr. Speaker, x | 


as very ſenſible under what diſadvantage I 
muſt ſpeak after ſo long a debate: I will there- 
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Sir Robert 
Raymond's 


ſpeech, 


fore endeavour to contract what occurs to me on 


this ſubject, and to avoid repeating what has been 
ſaid before by other Gentlemen: And in what 1 
have to offer, I ſhall obſerve this method; I will 


firſt conſider the arguments that have been uſed 


for this bill, and then give my reaſons why I am 

againſt it. | e 1 

The arguments for the bill are, I think, chiefly 

theſe: W * 
The expences in elections. 
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PARLIAMENTARY A. 1716, 
The animoſities.and diviſions made and continued 


by triennial elections. 


The advantages our enemies may take of theſe 
animoſities and diviſions: And: 


The encouragement (I think. no: Gentloman has 


| ſpoke plainer) that this bill will give to our allies to 


treat with us, and to enter into proper alliances for 
our mutual benefit and advantage. 

As to the expences in elections, 1t muſt. be ac- 
knowledged that they are grown very ſcandalous, 
as well as grievous and burthenſome to the Gen. 
tlemen of England. They have increaſed upon 
them, not from the conteſts of neighbouring Gen- 
tlemen with one another, but from ſtrangers (by 
What influence or direction I cannot tell) coming 
to their boroughs, who have no natural intereſt 
to recommend them, nothing but bribery and 
corruption, which has put Gentlemen under the 


neceſſity of great expences to preſerve their inte- 


reſts, and to ſerve their country. And you muſt 
give me leave to add, that another cauſe has been 
the impunity that bribery and corruption have 
met with in this houſe, when they have been very 
notorious, and very fully detected. But, I fear, 
this bill can be no cure to that evil, it will rather 


increaſe it; for as the term of the continuance of 


2 Parliament is prolonged, ſo the expences will 
increaſe with it. 


ſerves a better conſideration, than one for three; 


An annuity for ſeven years, de- 


and thoſe that will give money to get into Par- 


liament, will give more for ſeven than for three 


years. Nothing will ſo effectually prevent ex- 


a pences, as annual Parliaments: : That was our an- 


cient. conſtitution, and every departing, from. it, 
Is uſually attended with great inconveniences. 


As for our animoſities and diviſions, Lam ſor- 


ry there are 75 but cannot believe this bill will 


The animoſities and di- 
viſions 
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ed viſions” raiſed by elections, are of a private na- 
ture, and little affect the public; thoſe that do, 
ei: are otherwiſe to be accounted for, which might 
have been extinguiſhed ; but the opportunities have 
nas been neglected, and I wiſh ſome Perſons have not 
to WM ſtudied rather to continue and increaſe them, than 
or to extinguiſh them. I will ſpeak plainly on this 
occaſion, I think the greateſt animoſities and 


ic- MW diviſions, the greateſt diſcontents and uneaſineſles, 
us, now among us, have been owing to the unrea- 
n- ſonable reſentments, avarice, and ambition of 
on ſome, and to the unaccountable folly and madneſs | 
n- MW of others. 5 j 
by That our enemies will take advantage of our k 
ng diviſions, is not to be doubted, if it is in their | 
eſt power; but I muſt obſerve, that fince the trien- | 
nd nial act paſſed, there have been ten ſeveral Par- | 
he MW liaments called, moſt of them when you were { 
te. actually in war, your animoſities and diviſions 9 
t W great, and your enemies vigilant; yet no incon- | 
en veniencies followed, nor were any, as I have heard | 
ve of, ſo much as attempted at the times of thoſe | 
ry elections. | | 
Ir, The laſt of the arguments I have recited, is the | 
er W encouragement this will give to your allies to en- | 
of ter into treaties with you. No one ſays they want 9 
ill this encouragement; no one ſays they aſk it; ſo | 
e- that I may conclude this is only a pretence. I [ 
1 ſnould be ſorry we had ſuch allies as would not 
r- treat with his Majeſty without our giving up our k 
ce conſtitution. Should the like be aſked of them, 1 
they would certainly entertain ſuch a propoſition 1 
n- with the contempt and indignation it deſerved. L 
t, But what you are now going to do, inſtead of | 
ſtrengthening the King's hands, will, I am per- | 
r- | ſwaded, leſſen him in the opinion of his allies ; | 
il WF for this is proclaiming to the world, that he dares 1 
4 not call a new Parliament; that he dares not truſt } 
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the people in a new choice. Beſides, not daring 
to call a new Parliament, carries along with it a 
ſuppolition to the diſhonour of this houſe ; for it 
ſuppoſes that another houſe of Commons would 
act differently from the preſent ; which is to con- 
feſs that this houſe does not truly repreſent the 
people; that they and their repreſentatives are of 
different minds; and that if they were to chuſe 
again, they would chuſe men of other principles, 
and of other ſentiments. 

I will not trouble you. farther with anſwers to 
the aguments for this bill; thoſe againſt it, that 
weigh moſt with me, are theſe: That frequent 
new Parliaments are our conſtitution ; that a long 


Parliament is plainly deſtructive of the ſubjects 


juſt right, and many ways inconſiſtent with the 
good of the nation. Is it reaſonable any parti- 
cular men ſhould for a long time engroſs ſo great 
a truſt, excluſive of others? Can it be of advan- 


tage to the public, that the counties, cities, and 
boroughs, ſhould be long confined to thoſe they 


have once choſen, their intereſts admitting of great 
variation in length of time? 

Frequent new Parliaments are our conſtitution, 
and the calling and holding of them, was for many 
ages the practice. Before the conqueſt, Parlia- 


ments were held three times every year, at Chriſt- 


mas, Eaſter, and Whitſun!ide. In Edward the 
IIId's time it was enacted, That Parliaments ſhould 
be holden every year once, or 6ftner if need be. 
This muſt be underſtood of new Parliaments, for 
prorogations and long adjournments were not 
then known; they were never heard of til] later 
years. They began in Henry the VIIIth's time, 
that Prince and his Miniſters knowing long Par- 
liaments were beſt fitted to make great changes. 
They were therefore inventions when extraordi- 
my" things were to be done, when what was 8 8 

the 


the church, was to be altered, and the church- 
lands to be taken away. There is nothing of this 
ſort now, I hope, intended. From that time our 
hiſtories tell us, that whenever the ſame Parlia- 
ments were long continued, or the meetings of 
Parliaments long diſcontinued, they gave great 
uneaſineſs. In the unfortunate reign of King 
Charles the Iſt, there had been an intermiſſion of 
Parliaments twelve years, which produced an act 
in the ſixteenth year of that King, for prevent- 
ing the inconveniencies happening by long intermiſſion 
of Parliaments, That act, in the preamble, re- 
cites, the law made in the reign of Edward the 
IIId, that Parliaments ought to be held every 
ear once; but that the appointment of time and 
place belonged to his Majeſty and his royal pro- 
genitors: And that it had been found by expe- 


rience, great inconveniencies and miſchiefs had 


happened to the King, and to the common- 
wealth, by not holding Parliaments accordingly; 


and for prevention of the like for the future, it 


enacts, , That the ſaid laws ſhall be ftriftly obſerved; 
and that in caſe there be an intermiſſion of the fitting 
of Parliaments for three years together, if there is a 
Parliament in being, that Parliament ſhall be. diſ- 
ſolved; and very extravagant powers were given 


for the calling and aſſembling of another; and 
every ſuch Parliament was not to be diſſolved for 


fifty days, without their own conſent. This extra- 
ordinary ſtep was ſoon followed by another, an 
act, That the Parliament ſhould not be diſſolved, 


prorogued, or adjourned, but by aft of Parliament; 


nor the houſes of Parliament adjourned but by them 
ſelves reſpectively. I need not be particular in re- 


counting the. conſequences of this act of Parlia- 
ment; for every one knows, that ſet of men, 
when they had thus continued themſelves, never 
ſtopped till they had murthered the beſt of Princes, 


and 
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PARLIAMENTARY A. 1716. 
and entirely ſubverted our conſtitution both in 
church and ſtate. 6 


Soon after the reſtoration of King Charles * 
IId, the act for the preventing the inconveniencies 


happening by the long intermiſſion of Parlia- 
' ments, was repealed, becauſe derogatory to the 


prerogative, and becauſe it might be an occaſion 
of many miſchiefs and inconveniencies, and en- 


danger the public peace and ſafety; but at the 
ſame time it is declared and enacted, That becauſe, 


by the ancient laws and ſtatutes, Parliaments are to 
be held very often, the fitting and holding of Parlia- 
ments ſhall not be intermitted above three years at 
the moſt, This law not having been ſo well ob- 
ſerved as it ought to have been: At the revolu- 
tion, in the Convention-Parliament, when it was 
thought neceſſary to declare the rights and liber- 
ties of the ſubject, after many breaches had been 
made upon them, it was, among other things, 


declared, That Parliaments ought | to be held fre- 


quently, And what follows in that act, is very 


ſtrong, for it declares and enacts, That all and 


ſingular the rights and liberties afſerted_and claimed 
in the ſaid declaration, are the indubitable rights and 
liberties of the people of this kingdom, and ſo ſhall be 


eſteemed, allowed, adjudged, and taken to be; and 


all. the particulars thereof foall be firmly and firitt- 
y Holden and obſerved, as they are expreſſed in the 
ſaid declaration, The right claimed and aſſerted, 
is, that Parliaments ought to be held frequently; 
and ſoon after a new Parliament was called, which 
fat annually: But this was not looked upon to be 
a complying with the right claimed, and there- 
fore, after that Parliament had ſat three times, in 
the fourth ſeſſion it was thought neceſſary to 
come to a farther explication, and a bill paſſed 
both houſes, but was rejected by the throne, for 
the. en meeting and calling of Parliaments. 
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Others were attempted in the next ſeſſion, and it 
is well known how they came to miſcarry in this 
houſe ; but in the ſucceeding ſeſſion, a bill paſſed 
both houſes, and had the royal aſſent. That is 
the act this bill is to alter: But before it is altered, 
[ hope it will be ſhewn, that what is aſſerted in 
the preamble, is miſtaken, and has proved other- 
wiſe. In the preamble two things are aſſerted, 
That by the ancient laws and ſtatutes of the kingdom, 
frequent Parliaments ought to be held; and that 
frequent new Parliaments tend very much to the hap- 
union and the good agreement of the King and bis 
people, The firſt propoſition is inconteſtable ; and 
the latter, I think, will pot be denied; for fre- 
quent and new Parliaments create a confidence 
between the King and his people, a very neceſ- 
ſary ſtep towards an union and good agreement. 
If the King would be acquainted with his people, 
and have more the hearts of them, this is the 
ſureſt way; and I am perfuaded this houſe will 
never conſent to any thing that may prevent the 
one, and intercept the other. 

J cannot entertain ſo unworthy a thought of 
this houſe, that any Gentleman in it would at this 
time, in direct terms, be for perpetuating them- 
ſelves; yet if they conſent to this bill, 1 ſhall 
reckon they are doing it; for though it only pro- 
longs this Parliament for ſeven years, I cannot 
doubt but hereafter there will be another for con- 
tinuing it longer; becauſe, before the end of this 
term, the reaſons will probably be ſtronger for it, 


than they are now): Neither can I imagine that 


Gentlemen are afraid to truſt the people's choice 
again: Do they think that the great and memo- 
rable 1 55 this Parliaments has done for the ſer- 
vice and benefit of their country, will make them 


leſs acceptable to the people? No one will ſay ſo; 
and then J fee no reaſon why: they ſhould be for 


making 


8 


r ⁰ . . . % r . ]—:. Sa PT 


PARLIAMENTARY A. 1716, 
making this alteration in our laws and conſtitution, 
Which will certainly have a very ill effect upon the 
minds of the people: For they will be ready to ſay, 
and with reaſon, that after the expiration of the 
three years, you are no longer their repreſentatives, 
becauſe they choſe you to ſerve them no longer, 
With great ſubmiſſion I ſpeak it, in my poor opi- 
nion, King, Lords, and Commons, can no more 
continue a Parliament beyond its natural duration, 
than they can make a Parliament. I know at ex- 
traordinary junctures, conventions have been turned 
into Parliaments ; but it has been thought adviſable 
ſoon to determine them, and to paſs acts in the 
ſubſequent legal Parliaments, to confirm what they 
have done. And I make no doubt, but (if this 
bill paſſes into a law, and this Parliament is con- 
tinued more than three years) there will be an act in 
the ſucceeding Parliament, to confirm whatever 
ſhall be done for the three years. There is an in- 
ſtance in your ſtatute-book, where all the acts of 
a Parliament were declared void, and repealed, be- 
cauſe the Parliament was unlawfully ſummoned, and 

the members not duly choſen. 

I need not urge farther, that the wiſeſt governments 
chat have preſerved a face of liberty, have never con- 
tinued thoſe long, with whom they have intruſted 
the ſupreme power. That by this bill, you have all 
the miſchief of a long Parliament, wichout any of 
der good of a ſhort one. 


That a ſtanding Parliament, and a ſtanding army, 


are convertible, and only neceſſary to ſupport one 
another, 

And that there can be no reaſon for this bill at 
this time, becauſe this Parliament may have two 
more ſeſſions, if the King pleaſes. 

But I have already taken up ſo much of your 
time, T ſhall only add, that for the reaſons I have 
* J am againſt — this bill. 


Theſe | 


Theſe are; the chief arguments that were urged 


on either ſide, for and againſt the bill; and upon 
the whole matter it was reſolved, by a majority of 
284 againſt 162, That the bill be committed to a 
Committee of the whole houſe. | 

The day following [April 2 5] twopetitions againſt 


the faid bill, one of the borough of Horſham in 
Suſſex, the other of Weſtburg in Wiltſhire, were pre- 


ſented to the houſe and read : The laſt of them was 
ordered to lie on the table; but the houſe taking 


offence at an expreſſion 1n that from Horſham, viz. 


That they looked upon it as an overturning of the con- 
ſtitution, and as en infringement of their liberties, re- 
jected their petition. Then the houſe, in a grand 
Committee, of which Mr. Hampden was Chair-man, 
went through the bill, and directed it to be report- 
ed without any amendment; which being done, the 
houſe ordered it to be read the third time the next 
day. April 26, two other petitions againſt the ſaid 


bill, one of the borough of Cardiff in the county of 


Glamorgan, the other of the borough of Petersfield in 
the county of Southampton, being preſented to the 
houſe, and read, were ordered to lie upon the table. 
After which, the bill was read a third time, and 
upon Mr. Hampden's motion, the queſtion was put, 
That the bill do paſs ; which occaſioned a debate 
that laſted about two hours. Thoſe who ſpoke 
againſt the bill, were, Mr. Freeman, Mr. Hunger- 
ford, Mr. Fuller, Mr. Wykes, the Lord Finch, and 
ſome others; who were ſeverally anſwered, by Sir 


Richard Steele, Mr. Comptroller, Sir William Thomp- 


fon, Mr. Erle, Mr. Tufnel, Mr. Morris, and Sir 
John Brownlow, Mr. Freeman and Mr. Hungerford 
having, among other things, inſiſted, that no ſatis: 
factory anſwer had yet been made, either as to the 
truſt repoſed in the Commons by their principals, 
or as to the repealing the triennial act NO W; 
Mr. Tufuel made thereupon the following ſpeech. 


Mr. 
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— 


the triennial a, as it now ſtands, or as it is 
propoſed to be altered by this bill, is likely to 


conduce more to the benefit of the public? 


However, ſince in this debate there has been a 
good deal ſaid of the conſtitution of Parliaments, 
I muſt beg leave to mention a word or two, on 
that ſubject. 


That Parliaments were anciently to "he held 


annually, appears by two acts made, the one in 


the Ath, the other in 36th of Edward III. 
But though they were to be held annually, or 
oftner if occafion ſhould be, in order to remedy 
the grievances of the people, yet I cannot find 
that there ever was any time limited for elections: 
But as the crown had always the power of dif- 
ſolving, ſo likewiſe of calling a Parliament when- 
ever they thought fit. 

There was indeed a triennial act made in the 
16th of Charles the Iſt, to prevent the inconvenien- 
cies which may ariſe 65 the long intermiſſion of Par- 
liaments ; and therefore it provided, That there 


Should be 4 Mon once in three years , but by no 


means limited any time for the duration of Par- 
liaments, This act was repealed in the x6th of 
Cbarles the IId, becauſe there were ſome provi- 
ſions made in it, which were looked upon as a 
derogation'to the Tights of the crown. 

I believe I may venture to fay, the firſt” re- 


ſtriction which ever the crown lay under, as to 


the continuance of Parliaments, was in the 6th of 


William and Mary. Then ſprung up the trien- 
nial law, which is the ſubject of our preſent de- 


bate; and which, however was deſigned, was 
certainly an innovation, till then unheard of. So, 


what is now mo in this bill, is only, in ſome 


meaſure 
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meaſure, to re- inſtate the crown in that power 
which it had always enjoyed, And I can't but be 
| ſurprized, that thoſe gentlemen who have hitherto. 
5 boaſted themſelves to be the zealous aſſertors of the 
prerogative of the crown, ſhould of a ſudden be fo 


N fond of a law, which undoubtedly is a very great 
diminution of it. „ | 
, I hope I ſhall not be miſunderſtood, as if this 
? were the only reaſon which induces me to approve 
orf the preſent bill: No, though I ſhall always 
1 have a due regard to the - prerogative, - yet if I 
could imagine that this bill would prove the leaſt 
N detriment to the public, the leaſt infringment of 
: the liberties of my fellow- ſubjects, my vote ſhould 


never flatter any crown ſo far, as to revive ſuch a 
1 prerogative. ' 4 I 

n The deſign of this bill is only to enlarge the 
8 time for the continuance of Parliaments, by making 
5 them ſeptennial, inſtead of triennial. FE 


x Of the law, as it now ſtands, we have already 
8 had the . about two and twenty years; 
and what advantage have we gained? Has it ever 
. anſwered one ſingle end for which it was intended ? 
1 On the contrary, has it not produced the moſt miſ- 
F chievous effects? What endleſs diviſions has it cre- 
2 ated among neighbours, friends, nay, the nrareſt 


f relations? How has it ruined gentlemens eſtates? 
Made them not only beggars, but ſlaves to the very 
meaneſt of the people? What a ſcene of corruption 
has it every where introduced? How has it de- 
| bauched. the morals of the nation? Even the admi- 
niſtration of provincial juſtice, which has always 
f been eſteemed the glory of our; conſtitution, . has 
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been infected: And I wiſh the infection may have i 
. Theſe are ſome of the fatal conſequences we 1 

2 » * . . Rs: 5 
k have already. experienced by this triennial law; * 
4 and thoſe alone, in my humble opinion, would * 
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be ſufficient reaſons for the alteration of it. Hoy. 
ever, let us conſider the preſent circumſtances of 


our affairs. - In order to it, let us a little look back 
to the original of our misfortunes: And are they 


not owing to that unreaſonable cry of the danger - 
the church, under the ſpecious pretence of ſupport. | 


ing the church of England, though manifeſtly in 
favour of that of Rome? That unhappy deluſion, 


which has been fo induſtriouſly, . ſo maliciouſly 


ſpread, and ſo fatally indulged: Let us conſider 
that unnatural, unprovoked rebellion, which has & 


lately raged among us; and that ſullen groundlek | 
ſpirit of diſcontent which {till lies murmuring in ſo 


many traiterous breaſts. 
And notwithſtanding that indifference „ _ Nay 


contempt, with which I hear the argument of our | 


alliances treated by ſome gentlemen, I muſt own 


I can't but think there ought to be a good deal of 


ſtreſs laid upon it: For how can we imagine that 
any foreign powers will readily enter into any 
treaties with us, for our advantage, without ſome 
ſecurity, that they ſhall be made effectual, as long 
as our government is ſubject to ſuch a fluctuation, 
and as it were triennial ? Eſpecially if it be. confi 
dered in how ſhameful, how infamous a manner 


the grand alliance was broken,; the Faith of. trea- 


ties violated ; the credit of this nation [ſunk ; its 
intereſts betrayed ; our ancient and beſt Allies a- 
bandoned, and ill treated; new ones ſought for, 
and careſſed, with no other deſign, but to 
make us a more eaſy prey to the Pretender? Nay, 
have we not too juſt ground to ſuſpect that this 
cauſe. has, all along, been underhand. ſupported 
by theſe very Allies, the old inveterate enemies of 
our conſtitution, Who are always envious of our 


proſperity, and only wait a fair opportunity to 


give us freſh diſturbances? And conid their vi- 


, their artful een e ha their trea- 


ſu Ic, 
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ſure, joined with the unwearied endeavours of a 
reſtleſs faction at home, procure an election in their 
favour, what would be the conſequence, but to un- 
looſe the doors of your priſons, to ſet traitors once 
more at the head of your affairs, to give them an 
opportunity of re- acting their former unfiniſhed 
ſcenes of treachery, to make you a tributary pro- 
vince to France, and for ever compleat the ruin of 
theſe kingdoms ? | 
Jo fee the Britt honour thus proſtituted, the 
once arbitreſs of Europe, thus inſulted; theſe 


things, I fay, ought to raiſe in every ' Britiſh 


breaſt a juſt reſentment of the injuries of his 
country. _ a © 


After all, 1 am ſenſible there have been ſeveral 


objections made againſt this bill, which carry an 
air of popularity with them; yet which, upon ex- 
àamination, muſt appear to be of no real weight. 
I ſhall take notice of but one or two of the moſt 
conſiderable, left T ſhould treſpaſs too far on your 
indulgence, ” . n 

It is ſaid, our electors choſe us their repreſenta- 
tives but for three years, and that we can't prolong 
the term without betraying that truſt which they 
have repoſed in us. In anſwer to which, I muſt 
deſire gentlemen to conſider the nature of the 
writs of ſummons, and the returns to them: Is it 
not to conſult de rebus arduis Regni? and that 
they ſhould have plenam et ſufficientem poteftatem 
pro ſe et communitale comitatus prædicti et præ- 
diforum civium et burgorum, diviſim ab ipſis, 


ad faciendum quod de communi confilio ordinari con- 


tigerit in premiſſis: Ita quod pro defectu hujuſmodi 
poteſtatis' negotia predifta infecta non remancant? 
Nay, may not the ſame objection be made againſt 
the repealing or altering any law in force at the 


time of an election, and conſequently defeat the 


very end for which a Parliament is choſen? And 
ö Gg 2 I ſhould 
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I ſhould be glad to know what particular authority 
they were inveſted with, who made the triennial 
law, which was certainly a great alteration of the 
conſtitution. _ TIER - 

There is another thing which. L find is very much 
inſiſted on, and that is, ſuppoſing this bill were 
reaſonable, yet Why x O.] Becauſe. tis Now 
there's the moſt occaſion, for it. Are we not every 
day threatened with new inſurrections, new inva- 
ſions? And is it not the proſpect of ſucceſs at the 
next election, however ill- 9 which ſtill 
keeps alive the ſpirit of Facobitiſin? 

No wonder then there are ſuch clamours 3 


without doors againſt this bill, by the enemies to 


our government, as well knowing that this muſt 
prove its beſt ſecurity ; that it mult effectually de- 
feat their meaſures; that it muſt ſtrike at the very 
foundation of all their traiterous deſigns. and for 
ever. blaſt the Pretender's hopes of .rekindling the 
flames of rebellion, In ſhort, I am ſo entirely 
convinced, not only of the reaſonableneſs, but of 
the abſolute eel of this bill, in order to put 
an end to our unhappy diviſions, to ſtop that ra- 


ging deluge of corruption which is ſo univerſally | 


pread throughout the whole nation, to make the 
crown ſit caſy on his Majeſty's head, and perpetu- 


ate the Proteſtant ſucceſſion, in his royal family; 


and at the ſame time, that it is no ways prejudicial 
to the rights and liberties of the ſubjects of Grea!- 
Britain; that how ill ſoever a recommendation it 
may be to any, future election, if I can. have but 
the pleaſure to ſee my country ſecured, to ſee theſe 
bleſſings fixed upon a ſolid and laſting foundation, 
and if I can have but the honour to contribute the 
leaſt ſhare towards fo glorious a work, my ambi- 


tion will be ſufficiently rewarded, tho? I chould, by 
this day's vote, for ever aer be excluded a e in 


tans houſe, ven 
These 
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Theſe were the chief arguments that were urged 
on either ſide, for and againſt this bill; and upon 


the whole matter, the queſtion being put, that the 


bill do paſs, it was carried in the affirmative by a 
majority of 264 votes againſt 121; and Mr. 
Hampden was ordered to carry the bill back to the 
Lords, which he accordingly did the next morning, 


(April 27) accompanied by many members of the 


houſe of Commo 8 


The other moſt material tranſactions in Parlia- 
ment, to the concluſion of the ſeſſion, are as follow. 


On the rith of Pebruary, the Lords read a ſe- 
cond time the bill for a land tax, which was referred 
to a Committee of the whole houſe the Monday fol- 
lowing. The friends of the Jaſt miniſtry being offend- 


ed at the preamble of that bill, the Earl of —— | 


moved, that all the Peers in town might be ſum- 
moned to attend that Committee, which was done 
accordingly.” The faid preamble is as follows: 


IE your Majeſty's moſt dutiful and loyal 


W ſubjects, the Commons of Great- Britain 
in Parliament aſſembled, having hearts filled with 


the utmoſt gratitude to your Majeſty, for the tender 
concern your Majeſty, on all occaſions, expreſſes- 
for tlie extraordinary burthen this annatural rebellion 
makes neceſſary to be laid on your faithful ſub- 
jects, for preſerving all their rights, both ſacred 
and civil, and for your Majeſty's unprecedented 
goodneſs, in giving up all ſuch eſtates for the uſe 


of wil may and in eaſe of your people, as ſhall 
e 


be forfeited by this rebellion; the raiſing, or the 


dreadful conſequences thereof cannot, by the moſt 
implacable of your Majeſty's enemies, be aſcribed 
to any one act done by your Majeſty ſince your 


„ acceſſion 
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acceſſion to the Throne of your anceſtors; but 
even they will allow, that all the miſchiefs, bur- 
thens and calamities, which ſhall attend this Horrid 
- rebellion; are, in truth, ow:ng to the fatal and per. | 


nicious counſels given d ſome perſons iu the late male. 
adminſtration, when under pretence of procuring 


peace abroad, the t deſtructive war was 
projected to be brought into the very bowels of 
our native country at home, when a Popiſb army 
(part of which God has delivered into your Ma. 
Jeſty* s hands) was deſigned to be the protector of 


our holy religion; and when under the falſe co- 


lour of paying the public debts, (thoꝰ their true de- 
ſign was to deliver us bound into the power of the 
ancient enemy of theſe kingdoms) the ſame evil 
counſellors contrived unneceſſarily to encumber, 
for a long time to come, (if not for ever) ſeveral 
conſiderable branches of the public revenues, which 
for many years paſt, had, from time to time, been 
uſeful to ſupport the public expence; which reve- 
nues, in former adminiſtrations, to the end, that 
upon the concluſion of an happy peace, which we 
had then reaſon to expect, the ſubjects of theſe 
realms might have reaped the fruit of a ſucceſsful, 
tho expenſive war. And we your Majeſty's ſaid 


dutiful and loyal ſubjects, being fully refolved to 


maintain your Majeſty's juſt title to the Imperial 
crown of theſe realms, againſt all enemies and traitors 
whatſover; and for that end, purpoſing to raiſe ſuch 
ſupplies as are neceſſary ro defray: your Mapeſty's 
public expences, have n anch 3 
given and een Wan 151407 lick a skis bs 


On Monday than her Ne — Aae A 
court, late Lord Chancellor, went early te the 
houſe of Peers, and cauſed the journals to be dili- 
gently ſearched, for precedents of amendments made by 
the Lords to a money bill. But few, if any, _ 
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be found; at leaſt ſince the Reſtoration in the year 
1660, from which time the Commons would never 


ſuffer the Lords to make alterations in bills of that 


nature. When the grand Committee was ſat, ſeve- 
aal Lords made ſpeeches againſt the preamble in 
queſtion; as prejudging matters of a very high and im- 
portant nature, the cognizance and determination of 
which properly belongs to the houſe of Peers. The 


Courtiers and other #/hig Lords were ſenſible that 


this object ion was well grounded; but being unwil- 


ling, on the other hand, to put a ſtop to a bill of 


ſo great importance, at this critical juncture, an ex- 
pedient was propoſed, and admitted, viz, That 
they ſhould enter into their journal a kind of proteſt 
or declaration, importing, in ſubſtance, That, 


thoꝰ the ſaid preamble was derogatory to the pri- 


vileges and authority of the houſe of Lords, yet 
* their Lordſhips, in conſideration of the King's 
and the nation's ſervice, in this dangerous con- 
juncture, were willing to give their concurrence 


to the ſaid bill, without amendments; but that 


the ſame ſhould not be drawn into a precedent for 
the time to come, or conſtrued to be any diminu- 
tion of the judicial authority of the houſe of Lords. 
The Lord Chancellor Coreper, and the Lord Har- 
court, were appointed by the Lords to draw up the 
ſaid-proteſt or — e was ES in "hs 
Fe bo _ ue tulset 


ipod — Joke 3 the 8 to the Com 
BIA on the 2d of May, That their Lordſhips 
had paſſed a bill, intituled, Au all for allowing of Coun- 
fel to all perſons who ſhall be proceeded againſt in Par- 


liament for any crimes of treaſon, or miſpriſion of trea- 


fon, to which they defired the concurrence of the 
Commons, theſaid bill was read the firſt time; and 
after ſome debate, the queſtion being put, 7. bat it be 


7% a Pn time, it paſſed in the negative. Here 
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we may take notice, that there is a law in force, for 


miſpriſion of treaſon, provided the ſaid counſel con- 
fine themſelves to ſpeak to matters of law only: 


But by this bill which the Lords bad paſſed, they 


were alſo to be permitted to ſpeak to matters of 
fact; which the Commons would not conſent to, 
and therefore rejected the bill. 


After this, nothing of great moment paſſed in 


Parliament, *till the middle of the next month; 


ſome time before which, the King had reſolved to 
viſit his dominions in Germany, but it being provided 


by the act of ſettlement, That no perſon who ſhould ! 


thereafter come to the poſſeſſion of the crown, ſhould 


go out of the dominions of England, Scotland, or 


Ireland, without conſent of Parliament, the court 
had been ſome time in ſuſpenſe how to get over 
that reſtriction; the aſking the Parliament's con- 
ſent, either by meſſage or otherwiſe, being thought 
derogatory of the royal prerogative z of which ſome 


members of the houſe of Commons being made 


ſenſible, Sir John Cope moved, on the 13th of June, 
That ſo much of the act of the 12th and 13th 
years of the reign of his Majeſty King William 
the IIId, intituled, An ads for the farther limitation of 
the crown, and better ſecuring the rights and liberties of 
ih fubjefFs, might be read, as enacts, That no perſon 
who ſhould. thereafter come to the poſſeſſion of the crown, 
ſhould: go out of the dominions of England, Scotland, or 
Ireland, without conſent of Parliament: The ſame 
Was read accordingly, and then, upon his motion, 
in which. he was ſeconded: by Mr. Hampden, it was 


reſolved, nemine contradicenie, That à bill be brought 
in for repealing the ſaid clauſe; and that Sir ohn 
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On: Monday this 18th of nl Sir Joh Gute ac- 
cording to order, preſented the ſaid bill to the houſe, 
where it was, that day, read twice, and, without 
going through a Committee, ordered to be engrofſed. 


This bill was drawn up 57 Mr. Hampden, as fol- 


lows: 


H ER EAS it has pleaſed Ae 
God to place his Majeſty on the Throne 
of his anceſtors, and farther to bleſs theſe nations 
with a numerous progeny of his ſaid Majeſty's 
royal family, and in particular, with a Prince 
endowed with all virtues and qualifications requi- 
ſite to render poſterity flouriſhing and happy: And 
whereas 1t 1s agreeable to the ancient conſtitution of 
theſe kingdoms,” that the perſon of the King ſhould 
freely enjoy all and every the juſt and undoubted 
rights, liberties, and privileges of the crown: And 
whereas by an act of Parliament paſſed in the 12th 
and 1 gth years of the reign of our late Sovereign 
Lord King William III, of glorious memory, in- 
titled, An af? for the farther limitation of the crown, 
and better ſecuring the rights and liberties of the ſubjetts, 
It was (among other things) enacted, That no per- 
ſon who ſhould thereafter come to the poſſeſſion of 
the crown, ſhould go out of the dominions of 


England, Scotland, or Ireland, without conſent of 


Parliament: which reftri&tion may prove incon- 
venient with regard to the ſervice of our Sove- 
reign Lord the King, (by God's mercy now poſ- 
ſeſſed of the crown) and of his heirs and ſucceſſors: 
Be it therefore enacted, That the clauſe in the ſaid 
recited act contained, and the reſtriction by the 
ſame clauſe: meant or intended, are, and ſhall be 
repealed, and ſhall for ever be, and be deemed and 
taken to be void, and of none effect ; any thing in 
the faid recited act, or any other act, to the con- 
trary noryirhſianding 

: June 
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June 19, The ſaid bill was read the third time, 
paſſed nemine' contradicente, and ſent up to the Lords 

Sir Fob e e eee ec et by 


On the 26th of June, the King went to the houſe 


of Peers, and the Commons being ſent for up, and 


attending, his Majeſty gave the royal aſſent to ſeve- 
ral public and private bills, after which, he declared 
from the Throne, That he had ordered the Lord 


Chancellor to deliver his ſpeech to both houſes f 


Parliament, in his Majeſty's name and words: And 
the Lord Chancellor did accordingly read the fol- 
lowing ſpeech delivered into his hands by his Maje- 
ſty from the Throne. * 


l Lords and Gentlemen, | 
The King's I Cannot put an end to this ſeſſion, without ex- 
* preſſing to you my ſatisfaction in the proceed- 
ings of this Parliament. The wholeſome and ne- 
ceſſary laws which have been paſſed with ſo much 
ſteadineſs, reſolution, and unanimity, will, I 
truſt in God, anſwer thoſe good ends which it is 
evident you have had in view, by defeating the 
deſigns, and reducing the ſpirit of our enemies, by 
encouraging our friends, and raiſing the credit and 
reputation of the nation abroad to ſuch a degree, 
as that I may reaſonably expect the fruits of a 
ſettled government; eſpecially being ſupported by 
a Parliament zealous for the proſperity of their 
country, and the Proteſtant intereſt of Europe. 
I am confident my conduct hitherto, in ſuppreſ- 
ling the rebellion, and puniſhing thoſe concerned 
in it, has been ſuch, as demonſtrates I deſire ra- 
ther to leſſen their numbers by reclaiming them, 
than by making examples; but am ſorry to find 
that the numerous inſtances of meroy which I have 
 ſhewn, have had no other effect, than to encou- 
rage the faction of the Pretender, to renew their 


inſults upon my authority, and the laws of the 


kingdom, 


8 a - 
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reren 


n e and even to affect, Wind the kit in- 
ſolence, to diſtinguiſh themſelves from my good 
and faithful ſubjects, acting with ſuch folly and 
madneſs, as if they intended to convince the 


world, they are not to be reduced to quiet, and 


ſubmiſſion to my government, by ſuch gentle 
methods as are moſt agreeable to my own inclina- 
tions. 

Wande of the houſe of Commons, | 

I return you, in particular, my thanks for the 
ſupplies you have given; which, although they 
fall ſhort of the ſums you found neceſſary, and 
have voted, for the ſervice of the whole year; yet, 


by the encouragement you have given to make 


them effectual, may, I hope, be ſo managed as 


to carry on the current ſervice till another ſeſſion 


of Parliament. 


My Lords and 8 


1 am very ſenſible there are matters of to 
conſequence ſtill depending before you; but as 


they have hitherto been poſtponed, out of abſolute 
_ neceſſity, by intervening affairs of a more preſſing 


nature, and of the moſt immediate concern to the 
peace and ſafety of the nation, I thought the ſea- 
ſon of the year required I ſhould defer your far- 
ther proceedings till the next ſeſſions rather than 
you ſhould: be detained out of your reſpective coun- 
tries longer than could be conliſtent with your pri- 
vate concerns. 

Dok: . but that, FOES this receſs, you 
will all uſe your | beſt endeavours to preſerve the 


peace of the kingdom, and to diſcourage and ſup- 


preſs all manner of diſorders, ſince, as the firſt 


ſcene of the late rebellion was opened and uſhered 


in by tumults and riots; fo you may be aſſured, 
N r au are NTT 12 
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can have no other tendency, but to ſupport the 
ſpirit of a faction, reſtleſs and unwearied in their 
endeavours to renew the rebellion,” and to ſub. 
vert the dane laus, we = of their 
country. - 

J deſign to oaks of the ching odds, 


for the peace and ſecurity of the kingdom, during 
my abſence, by conſtituting my beloved ſon, the 


Prince of Wales, Guardian of the nga and my | 


nnen within Uk ſame. 


8 Then che Lord: Chancellor 1 bs Majeſty 8 


command, prorogued the Parra ament to * 7 day 


40D) Kaen following, 7901 


py After ſeveral pepe teen the Britiſh kamen 
met the 20th of February. The moſt remarkable 
maison of that Rona, are as wee 
0 N che ef April, Mr: Sedretury Frawbope .. 
livered to the houſe the 2 2 mm 
from 17 ed. v. 


6 * OR G * K. | 25 
The King's T1 is Majeſty being 4 N E af | things," not 
meſſage for "only to ſecure” his kingdoms againſt the preſent 


_ nger, with which they are threatened from Sweden, 
den, but Tikewiſe to prevent, as far as is poſſible, the like ap- 
| prebenfions for the future, thinks it neceſſary, that fuch 

meaſures ſhould be early concerted with other Princes 


170 hp "thus: may require aer expence, his nag 
hopes that his Commons will, by their affiſtance at th 


Jundture, enable him to make good fuch eng nents * | 


may” eaſe bis people of all future charge an Ot 


ions upon this account. 
The 


to viſit my dominions in Germany, and to provide 


8 Hates, "as wrt: conduce moſt” effettually 1 this 
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The conſideration of this unexpected meſſage was 

F pa off to the next day, when Mr. Secretary Stan- 

Lope made a motion, That a ſupply be granted to en- Debates 

, able his Majeſty to concert ſuch meaſures with foreign 2% 

Princes and States, as may prevent any charge or appre- 

8 henſions from the deſigns of Sweden for. the future. 

5 Mr. Stanbope ſhewed the advantage and ſecurity that 

y would redound to the nation, by enabling his Ma- 

e jeſty to reduce the King of Sweden; and what con- 

7 fidence they ought to repoſe in the King 8 honour, 
wiſdom, and oeconomy in the management of what 
money ſhould be thought neceſſary for that ſervice. 

8 Hereupon Mr. Shipper ſaid, among other things, 


* E49 * 


y That it was a great misfortune, . that ſo. wiſe Mr. S5 - 
© and. ſo excellent a Prince as his Majeſty, w as pech. 
« as little acquainted with the uſage and forms 

t of parliamentary proceedings, as with the 


e 6 language: of our country: That if he knew 
« either, he would not have ſent ſuch. a meſſage, 
Which he was ſure, was unparliamentary and un- 

i « precedented ; and therefore it was his opinion; £ | 

0 the ſame was penned by ſome foreign Mini 70 

and then tranſlated into Engliſb. That ſince the 

King's acceſſion to the Throne, there had been 

many reflections caſt in that houſe, upon the laſt 

« miniſtry, as if they had betrayed the intereſt of 

t their country: That, on the contrary, they had 

t often been told, that his Majeſty. had retrieved the 

«* honour and reputation of the nation, he effects of. 

* « which had already appeared in the flouriſhing. condi- 

5 < tion. of our trade. That after all this, he could 

* not but be very much ſurprized, to find a mation 

17 made for a ſupply of money, to enable his Ma- 

pd « jeſty to enter into new meaſures, to ſecure his. 

ty Kingdom againſt any future apprehenſions from 

5 © the... Swedes... That the neceſſity that was urged 

My « for. this, ſeemed. to be . inconſiſtent with the ac- 

* counts Of thoſe glorious. i _ a I | 
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© had obtained for us. And he could not help be 
ing of the opinion, that if the new : alliances and 


«meaſures to be concerted,” were ſuch as were to be 


obtained purely by the force of our money, 
< that the happineſs or the ſecurity of the nation 
could never be the conſequence of ſuch counſels; 
for, whenever foreigners come to taſte the ſweetneſs 


of Engliſh money, we might depend upon it, that 
< their adherence to our intereſt would laſt no longer 


than we continued to ſupply their neceſſities. 
Mr. Hungerford, who ſeconded Mr. Sbippen, ſaid, 
among other particulars, That for his part, he 
g eould not underſtand what occaſion there was for 
new alliances, much leſs, that they ſhould be pur- 


_ © chaſed with money; that it muſt needs be very 


fſurprizing to the whole world, that a nation, not 
long ago, the: terror of Nance and Spain, ſhould 
no ſeem to fear ſo inconſiderable an enemy as the 


+ King of Sweden; eſpecially When we had ſo good 


à fleet at fea, and ſo great an army on land.” 


Some other ſpeeches were made on the ſame fide, 


which gave Mr. Stanhope occaſion to ſay, That he 
was very ſorry to ind gentlemen groto ſo warm upon 
a ſubje of this nature; that the King cas 'a' Prince 
of 'that integrity and honour, and bad already given 
fuch convincing proofs of his care for the true 'mtereſt of 
the nation, "that they might entirely depend upon his 


2 wiſdom in this matter 3 and therefore he was of opi- 
nion, that none would refuſe complian er WH bie e 1 


ſape, but ſuch as either were not the King's friends, or 
who diſtruſted the honeſty of his Miniſters ;-ot words 
to that effect. This gave offence to ſeveral mem- 


bers; and Mr. Lawſon, one of the Kniglits of the 


+... ſhire for Cumberland, replied thereupon, That he 
was very much ſurprized to find ſuch unguarded 
\ $* expreſſions fall from that worthy and honourable 


Sentleman, for whom, he was ſure, che whole 


©: houſe had a very great regard. But finde he had 


chou 
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0 thought fit to ſpeak ſo openly, he hoped he might R 
1 55 « be-well juſtified in ſaying, That if every member / 8 
8 aof this houſe. that uſed freedom of ſpeech on any | F 
„ ſukject of debate, muſt be accounted an enemy to 
n « the; King, when he happens not to fall in with his 


Miniſters; he knew no ſervice they were capable 
8 © of doing for their country in that houſe; and there- 


t fore it was his opinion, that they had nothing elſe 
r to do, but to retire to their country ſeats, and 
? 6 Kaner the King and his Miniſters to take what they 
|, pleaſed.” Mr. Boſcawen, Comptroller of the 


e r „Sir Gilbert Heathcote, Mr. Horatio Wal- 
* pole, and ſome. other gentlemen, backed Mr. Stan- 
Y hope's motion; but William Grimſtone, Eſq; mem- 
y ber for St. Alban s, and ſome other M big- members, 
ö ſpoke on this occaſion, on the other ſide; and what 
d was. ſtill more emphatically diſcouraging, was the ſi- 
je lence of Mr. Robert Walpole, firſt Lord Com miſſion- 
d er of the treaſury ; upon which the court members 
> moved, and it was accordingly, reſolved, That the 
e, houſe would, upon the Monday morning next, reſolve 
be it ſelf into a Committee of the whole houſe, to. confider 
2 of Mr. Stanhope's motion for a ſupply. - After this 
Pr it was alſo reſolved, o addreſs. his Majeſty, that the 
2 the treaty made between his late Majeſty King William 
of {of glorious memory) and the preſent King ef Sweden, 
is be laid before the. houſe : Purſuant to which addreſs, 
1- Mr. Secretary Stanbope, on. Saturday. the 6th of | 1 
April, laid before the houſe a copy of the treaty 9 


ſ- 9 
or with. — hs: end of Fanny TIO 790, a 
he ating sch, — . went into a Commitee f 5 A 
he 4 the whole houſe; to conſider of the motion of bone or 9 
ed Thurſday laſt, for a ſupply to be granted to his Ma- Common: BN 


te j eſty, againkt the deſigns of Sweden for che future; uh ar 
le for the neceſſity of — Mr. Stanhopealledged ſe- g Swe | 
ad veral reaſons, and was ſeconded by Mr. Craggs © 
ht Junior, Mr. Boſcawen, Mr. Ai ahb, and ſeveral 
others. 
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PARLIAMENTARY A. 1717, 


others. On the other ſide, Mr. Shippen, Mr. Hun- 


gerford, Mr. Hutchinſon, the Lord Guernſey, Mr. 
Herne, Mr. Ward, and ſome others, urged, that 


T was unparliamentary to grant a ſupply, before 


© the occaſion was known, and an eſtimate of the 
© expence was laid before the houſe: That the King's 
meſſage about this matter was ſo unprecedented, 
that his Majeſty's Miniſters ſeemed to be divided 
about it; and that *rwas a great misfortune ſuch 
diviſions ſhould happen among the miniſtry, for 
then a Parliament-cannot have a true information 
of things. That they could not eaſily apprehend 
what occaſion there was to make new alliances, 
ſince we had a ſtanding army in Great. Britain, and 
a conſiderable fleet at ſea, which ſufficiently ſecured 
his Majeſty's kingdoms againſt any danger from 
Sroeden; that if we deſigned to make an offenſive 
war againſt. that crown, why. did we not ſend part 
of our forces on board our fleet; eſpecially; ſince 
ve were now ſecure at home, both by the ſup- 
preſſion of the late rebellion, and by the conclu- 
ſion of the triple alliance, which the Regent of 
France had begun faithfully to perform, by cau- 
ſing the Pretender to paſs the Alps. However, if 
the court inſiſted on the neceſſity of entering into 
© new engagements againſt Sweden, they thought it 
proper to addreſs: his Majeſty, to acquaint: the 
© houſe with the nature of thoſe engagements, and 


the ſum that was requiſite to make them good.” 


To this Mr. Stanbope, and ſome other gentlemen, 
anſwered in ſubſtance, That the diſcovery of tbe laie 
conſpiracy carried on by the Swediſh Miniſters, in con- 
junction with the diſcontented party at home, ' ſuffictent- 
ly evinced the neceſſity of a ſtanding army in Great- 
Britain. That the treaty of triple-alltance,” ſeemed, 


indeed, to ſecure us againſt any danger aon the part of 


France; but that it was to be obſerved, that tbe faid 
treaty had met with ſo great oppyition at the French 
court, that had not the Regent ſtickled ſtrenuouſly for 


105 
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zi, lle ſaue wanli have infallibly miſcarried'; andthe? 


hitherto, ve had all the reaſon imaginable to commend 


the honeſty" and candour of that Prince; yet in good 
policy, wwe ought not to depend on that treaty any longer 
than it fhall be the intereſt of France to obſerve i. 
And as for the addreſs that was/moved, it. was an- 
ſwered, That the ſame would be injurious to the King's 
prerogative of entering into ſugþ alliances as his Maje- 


H thinks neceſſary for the ggbd and ſecurity of bis do- 
minions, without communicating the ſame to his Par- 


liament : Which prerogative was grounded on very 


goad reaſons, for if | the crown was obliged to impart 
_ ſecret of affairs to ſo great a number of perſons, 
the moſt important negociations might thereby miſcarry. 
Sir Gilbert Heathcote, who ſpoke on the court-ſide, 
mentioned the great loſſes and damages which the 
Britif ſubjects had ſuſtained by their ſhips being 
made prizes, and confiſcated in Sweden; and be- 
ſides thoſe contained in the printed account which 
was that day delivered to the members, produced a 
liſt of other loſſes not ſpecified therein; concluding, 

« Thar the: King of Sweden having ſeveral times 
« refuſed to make ſatisfaction for the ſame; and, 
on the contrary, his Miniſters having endeavoured 
to raiſe a new rebellion in his Majeſty's domini- 


ons, there was ground to declare war againſt 


+ him.” To this Mr. Natbaniel Gould replied, 


That the Dutch having ſuſtained as great loſſes 


by the Swedes, they had an equal concern with 

« Great-Britain to declare war againſt them; and 
therefore it would be proper, before we proceeded 
« farther, to engage Holland, in the firſt place, to 


6 Prohibit all commerce with Sweden, as. We had 
done. Hereupon Mr. Sanbope ſaid, That he 
made no doubt, but the States- enen would rea- 


< dily come into any meaſures that ſhould pear 
+ neceſſary for the good and intereſt of both nations 
in AA. and Pp obtain Oy fan the late 
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PARLIAMENTARY A, 1717, 
depredations of the Swedes, in particular ; that 
their High-mightineſſes had lately given ſignal 
inſtances of their firm adherence to the crown of 


be ſeized in their dominions, upon his Majeſty's 
deſire : But that the form and conſtitution of their 
government, and the good of their ſubjects, who 
moſtly ſubſift by trade, did not permit them 
to take ſuch vigorous and ſpeedy reſolutions as 


a „ 


could be wiſhed, and therefore it would not be 


fair to exact the ſame from them.“ Mr. Craggs 
Junior, preſſed the neceſſity of making new alliances 
againſt Sweden, from the late doubtful conduct of 
a northern Potentate, (meaning, as *twas ſuppoſed, 
the Czar of Muſcovy) who, by his inactivity againſt 


Sweden, and the poſt ſome of his troops had taken, | 


gave great umbrage to the Empire. Mr. Robert 


Walpole, Mr. Attorney and Mr. Sollicitor-general, 


the Lord Molefworth, and ſome others, ſpoke alſo 


on the ſame ſide ; and Sir William Thompſon in par- 
- ticular urged, What would the world think of this 


Parliament, if they ſhould refuſe to ſupply the King at 


this exigency ? On the other hand, to the great ſur- 


prize of the generality of the aſſembly, Mr. Speaker, 
and John Smith, Eſq; one of the tellers of the Ex- 
chequer, though both eminently well affected to the 
preſent happy ſettlement, were yet of a contrary 
opinion to the reſt of the courtiers, and laid, that they 
were not againſt the Supply, but againſt' the de- 
manding and granting of it in ſuch an unparliamen- 
tary manner: And Mr. Speaker propoſed, that 
part of the army ſhould be diſbanded, and the mo- 
ney thereby ſaved, applied towards the making 
good ſuch new engagements as were Thought ne- 
ceſſary to be entered into: But Lieutenant-General 


Mordaunt, and ſome others, ſhewed how unſafe and 
impolitic it would be at this juncture to diſband any 
of the troops, Mr. George Caſwell, a SOON, 


Great. Britain, in cauſing the Swediſh Miniſters to | 
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cloſed the debate by a ſhort ſmart ſpeech, which 
was much applauded : He ſaid, among other things, 
« That for, his own part, he had rather pay others 
« for fighting than fight himſelf; that he thought it 
more advantageous for Grea!-Britarin to carry the 
© war abroad, and enjoy peace at home, in order to 
c fe Our trade, and reduce our publick debts ; 
and that, as the employing foreigners againſt Swe- 
den, would be a far leſs expence than national 
troops, he therefore was for complying with his 
* Majeſty's meſſage.” At laſt, about five a-clock 
in the afternoon, the queſtion being put, upon the 
motion for a ſupply, the ſame was carried in the af- 
firmative, by a majority of fifteen voices only, viz. 
164 againſt 149. 


The next day, Mr. Farrer reported the ſaid re- 
ſolution to the houſe, upon which there aroſe a freſh, 
but ſhort, debate : Mr. Shippen, Mr. Hungerford, 
Mr. Hutchinſon, Mr. Smith, Mr. Herne, and others 
of the, oppoſing ſide, inſiſted again on the unpar- 
liamentarineſs of aſking and granting ſupplies with- 
out an eſtimate of the expence; and propoſed, 
either to preſent an addreſs to the King, to aſſure 
him, that the houſe would effectually make good 
all the engagements his Majeſty ſhould think pro- 
per to enter into; or that his Majeſty be deſired to 
diſband part of the army, and apply the ſavings 
towards the new alliances. Both theſe expedients 
were rejected by General Stanbope, Mr. Robert Wal- 
pole, Mr. Horatio Walpole, Mr. Baillie of Ferwiſwood, 
and Mr, Hampden : and the latter, in particular, in 


anſwer to what was ſuggeſted, that his manner of 


asking and granting ſupplies was unparliamentary and 
unprecedented, ſaid, He remembered that about ten er 


eleven years before, a great man in that houſe made a 


motion, for allowing and providing for about nine hun- 
dred thouſand pounds which the government had ex- 


pended, without laying any eſtimate before the Commons. 


* | To 
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A ſupply 


granted only 
by a majori- 


ty of four 
votes. 


The Lord 
Townſhend 
removed, 


PARLIAME NTARY A. 171). 
To this Mr. Speaker, Who was the perſon meant, 
ſaid, He wondered that gentleman would bring 
in as a precedent, a buſineſs that was tranſacted ſo 
many years ago, and which was not parallel to the 
« preſent caſe: Whereupon Mr. Hampden replied, 


* 


Mr. Speaker, ſince he had the honour to vote 
* with him upon that occaſion.” After ſome other 
ſpeeches, the reſolution, for granting a ſupply to his 


Majeſty, io concert ſuch meaſures, with foreign Princes | 


and States, as may prevent any charge cr apprebenſions 
from the deſigns of Sweden, for the future, was agreed 
to, though by a majority only of four votes, viz, 
153 againſt 149; and it was ordered, that his Ma- 
jeſty's meſſage of the 3d inſtant, be referred to the 
grand Committee of the ſupply. _ 

This hard-got ſucceſs, which, in reality, was ra- 
ther a defeat than a viclory, could not but give the 
King ſome uneaſineſs ; and it being plain, that the 
great oppoſition which the court ſound on this occa- 
ſion in the houſe of Commons, mainly proceeded 
from a party, of which the Lord Viſcount Townſhend 


was ſaid to be the head; and which was by ſome re- 


preſented. as tending not only to make 4 fatal di. 
Stinfion among his Majeſty's ſervants, but even to 
carry things to greater extremities, his Majeſty re- 
ſolyed to break that growing knot, which, at firſt, 
was thought might be done by the removal of the 
perſon who was the center of their Union. Hereup- 
on, that very evening, Mr. Secretary Stanhope, by 
his Majeſty's command, wrote a letter to my Lord 


\ Townſhend, acquainting his Lordſhip, that his Ma- 


jeſty returned him thanks for his paſt ſervices, but 
that his Majeſty had no farther occaſion for him as 


Lord Lieutenant of Ireland. This blow being 
ſtruck, Mr. Nobert Walpole reſolved to prevent that 


which he imagined would infallibly be levelled next 
againſt him; and accordingly on the Toth of April 


in the ennie, he waited upon his Majeſty, to re- 


ſign 


That he did not thereby intend to reflect upon 
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ſign his places of Firſt Lord Commiſſioner of the 
Treaſury, and Chancellor of the Exchequer. The 
King ſhewed great regret to part with ſo able a ſer- 
vant, and with many kind expreſſions, endeavoured 
to perſuade him to keep his poſts; but tho* Mr. 
Walpole, melting with generous ſorrow, vowed ne- 
ver to ſwerve from his bounden duty to ſo good and 
ſo gracious a maſter ; yet he, at the ſame time, re- 
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preſented, how impoſſible it was for him to ſerve his ,,_ ,. 
Majeſty in the preſent circumſtances of affairs. Mr. walpet., 


Secretary. Methuen, and Mr. Pultney, Secretary at 


— 


war, followed Mr. Walpole's example, and the ſame Mr. Paltney 


morning reſigned their reſpective places. 


On Friday the 12th of April, the Commons went 
into a Committee of the whole houſe, to conſider of 
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the ſupply granted to his Majeſty ; and Mr. Secre- Preſn debate 


tary, Slanhope having made a motion, for granting to ** 


his Majeſty the ſum of 250,000 J. to enable him to 4p 


concert meaſures againſt Sweden ; there was for a 
minute or two a great ſilence in the houſe. Mr. 
Pul:ney, who broke it firſt, expreſſed his ſurprize 
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n 
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at it; and added, among other things, * That as Mr. Put 
for his part, he had not yet ſaid any thing to this“ Bn 


matter, becauſe he thought it inconſiſtent with 
decency to oppoſe a motion that came from the 
court, while he had the honour to be his Maje- 
ſty's immediate ſervant; but that having reſigned 
his place, that he might act with the freedom be- 
coming an Engliſhman, he could not forbear de- 
claring againſt the granting a ſupply, in a manner 
altogether unparliamentary and unprecedented. That 
he could not perſuade himſelf, that any Engh/b-, 
man adviſed his Majeſty to ſend ſuch a meſſage; 
but he doubted not, but the reſolutions of a Bri- 
lib Parliament would make a German miniſtry 
. +, tremble.* My Lord Finch, eldeft fon to the Earl 
of \Nettingham, ſeconded Mr. Puliney, and even 
r N * 03-02; | found 
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found fault with ſome ſteps that had been taken in Ge 
relation to the affairs of the Norib, ſaying, among Wl ſid 
other things, That it appeared by the memorial 10 
6 1 by the Ruſſian Miniſter, and by the an- 6 
6 ſwer which had been returned to the ſame, that xc 
ſuch meaſures were purſued as were like to engage al 
us in a quarrel with the Czar.“ Hereupon Mr. 14 
Secretary Stanhope made a long ſpeech, wherein he « tl 
fully vindicated the King and his Miniſters, in rela- 0 


tion both to the Czar and the King of Sweden. 
With reſpect to the firſt, he ſaid among other things, 
That hitherto he had been obliged to be ſilent; 
but that he was now at liberty to {et this matter in 
a clear light, and to acquaint the houſe, that the 
coldneſs which appeared of late between the Kin 
and the Czar, proceeded from his Majeſty's refu- 
* ſing to become guarantee of his Czar; Majeſty's 
* conqueſts; and from his Majeſty's ſolliciting the 
Car to withdraw his troops from the Dutchy of 
* Mecklenburgh. That as to the firſt, his Majeſty's 
conduct deſerved the applauſe and the thanks of 
* a Britiſp Parliament, ſince it appeared thereby, 
* that his Majeſty was tender not to engage the na- 
* tion in foreign quarrels : That this, indeed, had 
been his Majeſty's principal care ſince his happy 
* acceſſion to the throne ; and he might aſſure them, 
F 


c 


that Great- Britain was entirely free from any en- 
gagements, and at liberty to follow ſuch . meaſures 
as beſt ſuit with her intereſt, That as for the in- 


© ſtances which his Majeſty has cauſed to be made 


with the Czar, and the meaſures he may. have 
concerted to get the NRuſſian troops out of the 
Dutchy of Meck/enburgh, his Majeſty, has acted in 
all this as Elector and Prince of the Empire. 
That he was perſuaded, all the gentlemen here 
would agree with him, that the King's, dignity, 
as King of Great-Britain, was never underſtood 
to tie up his hands with reſpect to his intereſts in 


* 8 Germany, 
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« Germany, and as Prince of the Empire: But be- 


* ſides, he muſt defire gentlemen to conſider, that 
long befote his Majeſty's acceſſion to the Crown, 
« Great-Britain-was in ſtriẽt union with the Empe- 
« ror and Empire; fo that if, by virtue of ancient 


* alliances, the Emperor ſhould require Great- Bri- 


« tain to uſe thoſe inſtances with the Czar, which 


the King has made only as Elector of Hanover, 


Great- Britain could not avoid complying with his 
requeſt. That in relation to Sweden, the King's 
* conduct was not only blameleſs and unſpotted, 
but worthy of the higheſt commendations. That 
in the late Queen's time, Great-Britain interpoſed 
to procure a neutrality in the North, whereby the 
King of Sweden might have preſerved his poſ- 
* ſeſſions in the Empire, That the regency at 
Stockholm agreed to this overture, but that the 
King of Sweden rejected it with haughtineſs and 
the utmoſt ſcorn, declaring, he would uſe thoſe 
as his enemies, who ſhould pretend to impoſe ſuch 
a neutrality upon him. That during the whole 
courſe of that negociation, the King, then Elec- 
tor of Hanover, uſed all friendly offices in favour 
of Sweden. That the ſame having proved inef- 


* 


fectual through the King of Swweden's obſtinacy, 
and the King of Denmark having, by the fortune 


of war, reconquered the Dutchies of Bremen and 
Verden, his Majeſty, as Elector of Hanover, had 
« purchaſed the ſame, with his own money, for a 


valuable confideration. Concluding, that altho? 


it never was in his Majeſty's thoughts to engage 


Ertat. Britain in a war to per the ac uiſition, 
emſelves the trou- 


yet if gentlemen would give t 


ble to caſt their eyes upon the map, and ſee where 
Bremen and Verden lie, he hoped they would not 
be indifferent as to the poſſeſſor of thoſe two 
Dutchies, but would agree with him, that their 
being in the King's hands, ſuits far better with the 
intereſt of Great- Britain, than if they were in the 

Hh 4 hands 
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too much jealouſy to the Empire; or of the 
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hands either of the Czar, who gives _— : 

Ling 

© of Sweden, who endeavoured to raiſe a new re- 

bellion in Great- Britain, and harbours our fugi- 
tive rebels.“ | 


This ſpeech, which was delivered with becoming 
earneſtneſs, and received with great applauſe, made 
a juſt impreſſion on the majority of the aſſembly. 
However, Mr. F. Smith thought fit to anſwer Mr. 
Stanhope, and, among other things ſaid; * That he 
had already declared his reaſons for oppoſing the 
granting this ſupply in ſuch an extraordinaay man- 
ner; and that ſome expreſſions that had eſcaped a 
gentleman in the miniſtry, inſtead of making him 
alter his opinion, rather confirmed him in it. 
That as, on the one hand, he never affected po- 
pularity; ſo, on the other, when the good of his 
country came under conſideration, he always ſpoke 
his thoughts with the liberty that becomes an Eng- 
liſhman, without any regard to the Miniſters. 
That he did not pretend to be thoroughly acquaint- 
ed with affairs abroad; but having had the honour 


do ſit ſo long in that houſe, where ſo great a va- 


7 


riety of buſineſs, both foreign and domeſtic, had 
often been debated, he might preſume to have 
ſome knowledge of them, That, however, he 
Vould not ſay any thing to what had been advan- 
ced by the honourable member who ſpoke laſt, 
but if an eſtimate of the conduct of the miniſtry 
in relation to affairs abroad, was to be made by a 
* compariſon of their conduct at home, he was ſure 
they would not appear altogether ſo faultleſs as 
they were repreſented. Was it not a miſtake, 
(added he) not to preſerve the peace at home, 
after the King was come to the Throne, with the 
„ univerſal applanſe and joyful acclamations of all 
5 his ſubjects? Was it not a miſtake, upon the 
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t breaking out of the rebellion, not to iſſue a 

| « proclamation, to offer pardon to ſuch as ſhould 

- return home peaceably, as had ever been prac- 
© tifed before upon ſuch occaſions? Was it not 
« a miſtake, after the ſuppreſſion of the rebellion, 

* and the tryal and execution of the principal 
authors of it, to keep up animoſities, and 
drive people to deſpair, by not paſſing an act 
of indemnity and grace; by keeping ſo many 
« perſons under hard and tedious confinement; 
and by granting pardons to ſome, without lea- 
* ving\\them any means to ſubſiſt? Is it nota 
* miſtake, not to truſt to a vote of Parliament 
o 
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for making good ſuch engagements as his Ma- 1 
jeſty ſhall think proper to enter into; and i 
inſtead of that, to inſiſt on the granting of 
this ſupply in ſuch an extraordinary manner? 
Is it not a miſtake, to take this opportunity 
to create diviſions, and render fome of the 
King's beſt friends ſuſpected and obnoxious? Is | 
it not a miſtake, in ſhort, to form parties and ; | 
cabals, in order to bring in a Si ts repeal the i 
att againſt occaſional conformity ?* To this ſpeech, & 
which was uttered with great emphaſis, General 9 
Stanhope only replied, © That he had the ho- 
© nour to ſerve his Majeſty, ſince his happy ac- 
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© cefſion to the Throne, but as there were other 

« perſons, (ſome of them in, and others out of 

place) who had a greater ſhare than himſelf 1 
in the adminiſtration of affairs, he left it to j 
them to juſtify themſelves. That however, he j 
would clear a principal point, by aſſuring the 0 
aſſembly, that he had ſome time ago the King's 
6 


order, to draw up an act of indemnity.” 


Mr. Barrington Spule anſwered Mr. Smith more at Mr. Bar- 
large, and faid among other things, That the wn 
© King was, indeed, come to the throne with the pech. 
joyful acclamations of moſt of his ſubjects ; but 


that 
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© that the diſaffection that appeared: ſoon after, did 
not proceed from the ill conduct of his Minifters, 
c but ſolely from the removal of ſome perſons in 
great employments; that nevertkeleſs, in the 
changes that were then made, his Majeſty had 
followed the rules of prudence, juſtice, and grati- 
< tude ; ſince he advanced thoſe, who, in the worſt 
of times, had given undoubted proofs of their at- 

fect ion and attachment to his intereſt, in the room 

of thoſe who had been preferred in the laſt reign 

as the inſtruments to deſtroy the proteſtant ſuc- 

ceſſion, even before it took place; and who had 

ſince been in open rebellion againſt his Majeſty. 

That as for the other miſtakes charged upon the 

adminiſtration, they might be reduced to theſe 

two, 972. the not paſſing the act of indemnity, and 

the deſign to repeal the occaſional bill. That as to 
the firſt, there were various opinions about it ; 

and conſidering the reeſs ſpirit of the diſcontent- 

ed party, it was hard to determine, whether an 
indemnity was a proper way to reduce them; fince 

© 1t was notorious, that the repeated inſtances of 
* clemency which his Majeſty has given ſince his 
* acceſſion, have been abuſed and deſpiſed. That 


A 
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das to the repeal of the acts againſt the diſſenters, 


Mr. Smith's 
tpeech. 


* nothing, in his opinion, was either more juſt or 
reaſonable; and he could not but wonder, that a 
Gentleman who had been turned out of his em- 
ployment in the laſt reign, and reſtored ſince the 
King's coming to the crown, ſhould account it a 


0 
5 
* miſtake, on the one hand, not to grant an indem- 


* 


on the other hand, to make his Majeſty's undoubted 
« friends, eaſy. Mr. Smith, after an explanation 
demanded, and given,” about his being turned out 
of place and reſtored, replied to the laſt” parti of 
Mr. Shule's ſpeech, That he ever was for all6w- 
ing liberty of conſcience to the diſſenters," and Had 
even voted againſt the occaſſonal hill; but * 
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nity to his Majeſty's declared enemies, and a miſtake, 
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* ſame being paſſed into a law, it was his opinion, 

that it could not be repealed without diſquieting 

the whole nation.” 

William Young, Eſq; (ſon to Sir Walter Y oung) 

| who ſpoke in the next place, ſaid in ſubſtance, 
That ſome days before he had been againſt the — Young's 
motion for granting a ſupply upon the King's ** 
* meſſage, becauſe he thought it unpariiamentary 3 
and it was then his opinion to addreſs the King to 
enter into ſuch engagements as his Majeſty ſhould 
* think proper, and that the Commons would make 

| good the fame : But that ſince the majority of 
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the houſe had determined to grant a ſupply, they 
had brought themſclves to this dilemma, either to 
grant what was aſked as neceſſary for the ſervice, 
or to tell the King that that ſervice muſt remain 
unperformed, which they had in a manner, de- 
termined to be neceſſary, by granting a ſupply.” 
This ſpeech, though from a young member, had a 
great deal of weight, and was backed both by Sir 
John Brownlow, and by Mr. Gould, who owned, 
That we could not carry on our trade to the Bal. 
tick without bringing the King of Sweden to rea- 
ſon; and therefore he was for granting this ſup- 
* ply.” Mr. Robert Walpole, who brought up the 
rear, ſaid, among other things, That having al- 
ready ſpoken for the ſupply, he would not re- 
© fuſe the court his vote; and the ſum being named, 9 
* he was for granting it.“ Hereupon, moſt of the 
Tory members, who were divided among them- 
ſelves as to the ſum, went out of the houſe z and fo 
it was carried without dividing, That a ſum not 
exceeding 230, oool. be granted, to enable his Ma- 
« jeſty to concert ſuch meaſures with foreign Princes 
and ſtates, as may prevent any charge or apprehen- 
* ſions from the deſigns of Sweden for the future.? 
Mr. Farrer having, the next day, reported this 
reſolution to the houſe, the Tories, contrary to all 
expectation, endeavoured to render 1 it ineffeftua], by 
moving 
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moving that it ſhould be recommzitted. To debate this 

motion with the more freedom, Mr. Bromley, taking 

notice that ſeveral peers and others were got into the 

houſe ; moved, that the: houſe be cleared of all ſtran- 

gers; which being done accordingly; and the ſerjeant 

at arms having by order, ſummoned the members 

in the court of requeſts, and places adjacent, to attend 

the ſervice of the houſe ; Mr. Shippen made a long 

ſpeech, and infiſted on the recommitting of the re- 

ſolution in queſtion. He was ſeconded and ſupport- 

ed by the topping men of that fide, particularly by 

Mr. Hungerford, Sir Thomas Hanmer, Mr. Herne, 

and Mr. Lawſon : But they were not a little ſur- 

prized when they found, that inſtead of loſing 

time in debating a matter that had already been 

thoroughly canvaſſed, the court-party called for the 

queſtion; and the ſaid reſolution being read a ſe- 

230, ooo J. cond time, was agreed to by a majority of 153 
„ agamit gant. [11d | | 


An account On Monday the 24th of June, came on the long, 
o Ode expected trial of Robert Earl of Oxford and Earl 
trial, Mortimer, of which affair we ſhall give a ſummary 
account. In order to that, we muſt deduce it from 

the firſt petition, which the ſaid Earl preſented to the 

| houſe of Peers, on Wedneſday the 22d of May, 
His petition ſetting forth, How long he had been confined, 
Mes az" © upon an impeachment brought up againſt him to 
' + their. Lordſhips houſe, by the Commons of Grea:- 
Britain, for high ireaſon, and other high crimes 

and miſdemeanors z ſubmitting his caſe to their 

* Lordſhips conſideration, and praying that his im- 
ppriſonment might not be indefinite.“ The Lord 
Trevor, who preſented this petition, made a long 

ſpeech in behalf of the petitioner; and was ſeconded 

and backed by the Duke of Buckingham, the Lord 
Harcourt, the Earls of Nottingham and Abingdon, 

and the Lord North and Grey, It was, among 

other arguments, ſuggeſted, that the impeachment 

Was 
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was determined and ſuperſeded by the prorogation 
of the Parliament; which, being oppoſed by the 


Lord Coningsby, a Cornmittee of Lords was ap- 
pointed to ſearch precedents. Three days after, 
the Lord Trevor made his report from the ſaid 
Committee, upon which the queſtion was put, whe- 
ther the Earl of Oxford's impeathment was ſuperſed- 


ed or determined by the prorogation ? which oc- 
caſioned a long debate. The Dukes of Buckingham 
and Argyle, the Earls of Not!ingham, Abingdon, 
 Aylesford, and Jlay, the Lord North and Grey, 


and ſome others, were for the affirmative : But the _ 


Earl of Sunderland, the Lord Coningsby, and ſeveral 
others, maintained the negative; and the Lords 


moved for the fixing a day for the trial of Robert 
Earl of Oxford and Farl Mortimer, upon which a 
Committee was appointed to ſearch the journals of 
the houſe for precedents of the Lords proceedings 
in the like caſes. | e NE 
On Monday, the 27th of May, the Earl of Not- 
tingham aſked leave to enter his proteſt againſt the 
reſolution of the Salurday before, which was readily 
granted; and after the diſpatching of ſome private 
buſineſs, the Lord Trevor, from the Lords Com- 
mittees, made a report, containing ſeveral. prece- 
dents from the year 1666, to the year 1716, of the 
Lords appointing. the day of trial upon 1mpeach- 


ments of the houſe of Commons. The clerk. hav- 


ing read the ſaid report a ſecond time, the Duke 


of Buckingham made a ſpeech, wherein, among 


other things, his grace repreſented, * That it con- 


cerned the whole Peerage: of Great-Britaim, to 
put a ſpeedy. end to this affair, becauſe the Peers ſpeech. 


are chiefly liable to proſecutions of this nature. 


That he would not enter either into the merits of 
the cauſe, or into the reaſons which the Commons 


had 
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. . <- that an im- 
Harcourt and Trevor being of this laſt opinion, the peachment 


# 1 . : is not ſuper» 
queſtion was carried in the negative by 87 voices © 59 ay 


againſt 45. After this, the Duke of Buckingham proroation. 
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© had for not proſecuting their impeachment ; but 
© that it was certain, that the Peer who occaſioned 
this debate, had been confined about two years; 
that unleſs this houſe interpoſed, his impriſonment 
might become perpetual ; and therefore ſince it 
appeared by fo great a number of precedents as 
had been laid before them, that the Porky have an 
unconteſted right to appoint the day of trial, they 
ought, in his opinion, to make'viſe of that right 
on this occaſion. That he doubted not but all 
the members of that aſſembly would readily agree 
with him, as to the thing itſelf, and if there were 
any difference of opinions among them, it would 
be as to the day.. That conſidering the advanced 
ſeaſon of the year, and the approach of ſummer, 
which rendered the being in town very diſagree- 
able and incommodious, he thought not on] 
both houſes of Parliament, but the King himſelf 
would be glad of a receſs, to go and enjoy the 
country air ; and therefore he was for appointing 
a ſhort day, and named the 6th of. Fane next.” 
The Lord Ferrers ſeconded the Duke of Bucking- 


Ham; but the Earl of Sunderland, who ſpoke next, 


anſwered, © That no man had a greater regard to 
the rights and privileges of the Peerage, or would 


do more to maintain them than himſelf: That 


on the one hand, he had a hearty concern for the 
* ſufferings of thoſe who have the misfortune to lie 
under impeachments ; that he had “ already com- 


« plained of the delays of the Commons in theſe 
< proſecutions, becauſe he thought the whole Peer- 


age concerned therein; but that, on the other 


hand, there might be juſt reaſons for theſe delays; 


and therefore, in order to preſerve a good correſ- 
* pondence between the two houſes, he was either 


© for ſending a meſſage to the Commons, to know 
* whether they were ready for the trial of the Earl 
of Oxford, or to fix the 13th of June next for the 
* ſaid trial.“ The Lord Viſcount Townſhend, who 


. 
* 


ſpoke 
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ſpoke next, ſaid, that the Saturday before, when 
another queſtion relating to this affair was under 
debate, the houſe ſeemed inclined to appoint a. ſhort 
day; that a noble Lord has made a motion for it; 
and ſo he was for the 6 of June. Altho' his 
Lordſhip backed the Duke of Bucꝶingham's opini- 
on, yet his grace ſaid, That noble Peer ought 
not to bring in a motion made before, as an in- 
* ſtance of the ſenſe and inclination of the houſe, 
* urging, that a motion is nothing of itſelf, unleſs 
it be ſeconded, and afterwards confirmed by a 
vote; but that any member of that aſſembly was 
6: af liberty to name what day he pleaſed.” After 
this, my Lord Coningsty made a long ſpeech, im- 
porting in ſubſtance, < That it appeared, indeed, Lord Com 
by the report of the Committee that had been rugs dy 
read to them, that, in caſes of impeachment, the 
Lords have the right to appoint the day of trial; 
but that it appeared, at the ſame time, that they 
had ſeldom exerciſed that right, till after they had 
been acquainted by the Commons, that they were ö 
ready for the trial. That if the Peers acted 


* 


FEE / c 


otherwiſe, on this occaſion, the ſame might create 
a miſunderſtanding between both houſes, which | 
might be attended with dangerous conſequences. | 
That the Inſtance of the four Peers who were 
* impeached towards the end of the late King 
« William's reign, which was much inſifted on, 
* was an odious precedent, and ſuch as, he hoped, 
* would not be followed at this time. That there- 
© fore, it was his opinion, before they proceeded 
a e in * Wender, to ſend a meſſage to the 
Comme Boy them notice to prepare for 
if th e trial Earl of Oxford; and then, upon 
5 e or ie Commons, the Peers might de- 
ermine, what they ſhould think proper.“ Urging, 
125 .this method appeared the more reaſonable, 
« becauſe ſeveral accidents had intervened which had 
* interrupted, ape of the Commons, and 
i in 
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in particular, the prorogation of the Parliament. 
That he would charge no body with ſuch a de- 
ſign ; but that he could not forbear ſaying, that 
« the ſaid prorogalion ſeemed: to have no other view, 


than to ſcreen great offenders from the juſtice of 


the nation; and that this was the more apparent, 
from the ſtruggle there was in that houſe, the 
Saturday before, to procure a vote, that the im- 
« peachments were ſuperſeded by the prorogation. 


That this, however, was certain, that the Com- 


* mons had thereby loſt the living evidence they had 
in their hands, one Prior, one Harley, &c. having 


been ſet at liberty by the favour of the proro- 


gation .??! N N 

| ; members ſeemed offended at his Lord- 
ſhip's naming perſons in that manner; and the 
Lord North and Grey, who ſpoke next, ſaid, among 
other things, That that noble Lord had been ſo 
long among the Commons, that he appeared to 
be very well acquainted with, and be much con- 
cerned for, their privileges; but that he muſt 


give leave to thoſe who were born Peers to take 


care of their own. That the greateſt preroga- 


tive of the Peers, was to be the ſupreme court 
of judicature; and as they were the dernier reſort 


of juſtice, ſo he doubted not, but they would 
ever make juſtice the rule and ſtandard of their 


proceedings. That the whole Peerage was con- 
© cerned in the Earl of Oxfora's caſe; and there- 


fore he was for appointing the ſhort day that had 
been named for his trial.“ The Duke of Buck- 
ingbam, who backed this ſpeech, animadverted, 
in particular, upon what the Lord Goningsby had in- 
ſinuated about the proragation, ſaying. That the 
ſame was arraigning either the royal prerogative 


of proroguing and diſſolving Parliaments, when- 


ever the crown thinks it convenient, or the King's 
Privy- Council, who might adviſe the exereiſe of 
* the ſaid prerogative. My Lord Harcourt made 

5 : 11 afterwards 
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afterwards a ſpeech, wherein havin g, in the firſt 


place, ſhewed the neceſſity of putting an end to 


this affair, he ſaid, They ought, in his opinion, Lord Har- 
court's 


to give the Commons a longer day than had 
been propoſed; that on this occaſion, they ought 
to proceed according to the rules of equity and 
« juſtice, and even of the inferior courts, who the 
longer a cauſe had been ſuſpended, by unforeſeen 
< interruptions, allowed the more time to the coun- 
ſe] to prepare for trial. That it was his opinion, 
that the langer day, provided it were peremptory, 
was the ſhorteſt way to make an end of this buſi- 


might occaſion diſputes and conferences between 
the two houſes, which would take up a great 
deal of time. Concluding, It was to be hoped, 
that if the Peers allowed a reaſonable time for 


< the trial, the ſame would not be prevented by a 


prorogation; eſpecially conſidering, how long the 
Peer who lay under an impeachment, had been 
« confined.?* The Duke of Buckingham ſaid there- 


upon, That he did not underſtand the paradox Duke of 
ucking 
am's 


© day was the ſhorteſt way to come to a determina- ſpeech, 


that was juſt now advanced, viz, That the /ongeſt 


tion of this affair; that let the Peers appoinc 


< what day they think fit, yet the Commons have 


* ſtill a right to demand more time, nor can the 
Lords, in juſtice, deny it, if the Commons ſhew 
« juſt reaſons for their demand. And as for the 
« prorogation, which *cwas apprehended might pre- 


vent the trial, the ſame entirely depended on the 


© royal prerogative; and if ſuch a thing ſhould 
happen, no body could ſay any thing to it; con- 
* cluding, That whatever he had ſaid on this occa- 


ſion, was merely out of regard to public juſ—- 


tice, and to the prerogatives of the peerage; for, 
he hoped, no body would ſuſpect him of partia- 


lity to the Lord who occafioned this debate.“ His 
Grace having done ſpeaking, the queſtion was par 
| That 


Vor. VI. 


neſs; for if they appointed a fort day, the ſame 
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That the 6th of June be appointed for the trial of the 

Earl of Oxford and Earl Mortimer; which being 

carried in the negative by 85 votes againſt 44 ; 

then it was carried without dividing, that the 13th 

The r3th of Of June be appointed; and a meſſage was imme- 


June ap- diately ſent to the Commons to acquaint them there. 
pointed fo i 


the trial of with. 
the Earl of The Commons having, on the goth of May, 


ford taken the ſaid meſſage into conſideration, ordered, 
that a Committee be appointed to confider of the 
ſtate of the impeachment againſt the ſaid Earl. Se- 
veral members of the ſecret Committee who firſt 
puſhed on that proſecution, being called up to the 
Committee houſe of Peers, ſuch as Sir Richard 'Onflow, the 
manage the Lord Coningsby, and Sir Robert Marſham, others ab- 
impeach- ſent, and others grown remiſs and indifferent in 
the Earl of the matter; it was thought proper to ſupply thoſe 
Oxford. defects, by adding to the remaining members of 
the ſaid ſecret Committee, the following perſons, viz. 
Lawrence Carter, Eſq; Sir William Thompſon, Knt, 
Sollicitor-General and Recorder of London; Mr. 
Serjeant Reynolds, and William Guidott, Eſq; all 
eminent lawyers : And it was ordered, that zhe aid 
Committee have power to ſend for perſons, papers, and 
records, and to adjourn to ſuch times and places as 
June 3. they ſhould think fit, Upon their firſt meeting at 
the Cock-pit, the Committee choſe Lawrence Carter, 
Eſq; for their chair-man, in the room of \Rober! 
Walpole, Eſq; who like ſeveral others, abſented 
himſelf; and General Stanbope happening at this 
time to be indiſpoſed, the Committee met ſeveral 
times without being able to do any buſineſs. This 


was the reaſon why four other perſons were, ſome 


days after, added to the reſt, viz. Mr. Secretary 
Addiſon, Fames Craggs, jun. Eſa Secretary at'war, 
Sir Nathaniel Mead, ſericant at law, and e 
Joſeph, Eſq; an eminent lawyer. 


On Friday, the 7th of June, the Lords wok in- 


o conſideration, the petition of Robert Earl of 
Oxford 
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e Oxford and Earl Mortimer, preſented the day be-. 
g fore, praying, That the counſel formerly allowed 
8 him by their Lordſhips, might be continued to 
h him; and that Sir Robert Raymond, Knt. and 
— Mr. Reeves might be added to them.“ But ſeve- 0 
. ral Lords having repreſented, that this laſt demand 
was irregular, the ſame was rejected. The Duke 
'E of Buckingham ſaid, however, on this occaſion, 
|, That as the whole Peerage was concerned in a 
e FF © proſecution. of this nature, he would readily give 
- < his vote for granting the Earl of Oxford's re- 
ſt gqueſt, if he thought it of any uſe to him; but 
je * that, in his opinion, all thoſe who had impeach- 
ie ed him of high-zreaſon were by this time, aſham- [ 
[ed of it; except, perhaps, one ſingle perſon, | [ 
in who could be aſhamed of nothing? i 
ſe About this time, the Lords addreſſed his Maje- 
of ſty, that he would be pleaſed to appoint a High- 
z. Steward for the trial of the Earl of Oxford; in j 
it, compliance to which addreſs his Majeſty was pleaſ- h 
r. ¶ ed to appoint the Lord Higb- Chancellor. 8 
Al On Medneſday the 12th of June, Mr. Carter re- Report of 1 


. E ; ; x the faid 
id ported from the Committee appointed to conſider the fid 8 
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:d I the ſtate of the impeachment againſt Robert Earl of June 12, | 
as | Oxford and Earl Mortimer, That the Committee | j 
at | © had met ſeveral times, and made ſome progreſs | 

| 


r, in the matters to them referred; but that the 
rt © proſecution. of the ſaid impeachment having been 
ed | © interrupted for ſo many months, by the interven- 
© tion of many weighty and urgent affairs, which 
al more nearly and immediately concerned the wel- 
iis fare, defence, and ſecurity of the kingdom; it 
ne vas become abſolutely neceſſary for thoſe who 
ſhould be appointed to manage the ſaid impeach- 
ir, | © ment, to review, and carefully peruſe all the 
treaties, records, letters, and other papers proper 
and neceſſary for ſupporting this proſecution; 
n- which being very voluminous, it would be im- 
of * poſſible, within the time appointed for the trial, 
rd n to 
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© toadjuſt and 21i!y che proper evidence to the ſe- 
Motion to © veral articles Hereupon it was moved, that a 
demand are meſſage by ſent to the Lords, acquainting them 
for the trial With the reaſons why this houſe could not proceed 
= Oxford. on the trial of Robert Karl of Oxford and Ear! 
Mortimer, at the time appointed ;, and to deſire that 
the ſame-might be put off to a farther day, Hereupon 
there was, for two or three minutes, a ſilence in 
the houſe, the members looking upon one another, 
Great debate waiting Who ſhould ſpeak firſt. ' At laſt, Mr. 
cherenpon. Hunger ford being called upon by ſeveral gentlemen, 
roſe up, and after a little flouriſh, ſpoke ſeriouſly 
to the matter before them, and in particular, took 
notice of the great hardſhips which the Earl of Ox- 
ford had undergone. Hereupon Mr. Beſcawen ex- 
preſſed his concern, That a proſecution which the 
Commons had begun in ſo ſolemn a manner, and 
< .which was thought ſo neceſſary to vindicate the 
© honour and juſtice: of the nation, ſhould, at laſt, 
be dropt; which, he was ſure, would be a re- 
* fleftion on that houſe. Here again was a deep 
ſilence; and Mr. Speaker riſing, in order to put 
the queſt ion, Mr. Samuel Tufnel took that oppor- 
tunity to ſpeak to the effect following: 


Mr. Speaker, rt ae 
Mr. Tufnel's © 1 Have not as yet troubled the houſe upon any 
deen. of the impeachments: However, ſince I have 
given my aſſent to every article exhibited againſt 
this noble Lord, I think it, in ſome meaſure, in- 
cumbent upon me, to declare the reaſons why 1 
did ſo. I am ſure, there is no gentleman in this 
houſe, that at any time more unwillingly comes 
into any thing, that has the leaſt appearance of 
< ſeverity towards his fellow ſubjects, than myſeltf. 
And I can, with a great deal of ſincerity affirm, 
that no perſonal pique, prejudice, or reſentment, 
ever did, and I hope never will, influence my 
vote; eſpecially when either the life, the fortune, 
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or the reputation of any man is concerned. What 


I did, I did out of a diſintereſted zeal; out of 
an indiſpenſable love and duty to my country : 
And whatever may be the fate of this proſecution, 
I then thought, and ſtill am of opinion, that the 


meaſures which this noble Lord entered into, as 


Prime Miniſter, have, if J may be excuſed the 
impropriety of the expreſſion, laid a foundation 
for the ruin of bis country. IT have already de- 


clared that I have, in every part of the accuſation, 


voted againſt this noble Lord. As to the articles 
of high crimes and miſdemeanours, I believe there 
1s no body but thinks there was ſufficient ground 


for them: As to the high-treaſon, where lay the 


only difficulty, I muſt freely own, had I conſult- 
ed only my private opinion, I could ſcarce have 
thought it included in the 25th of Edi. III. 
But when an honourable Gentleman, who was then 
chairman of the ſecret Committee, undertook, in 
a fact which the houſe had already adjudged to 
be high-treaſon, to bring that matter as home to 
my Lord of Oxford, as the report had done to 
the then Lord Bolingbroke ; when he gave us all 
the aſſurances imaginable, that they had /iving 
and legal evidence to ſupport the charge; ſuch, as 
it was almoſt the unanimous opinion of the Com- 
mittee, might be given in Weſtminſter-Hall ; and 


he hoped, that ſince the houſe had thought fit to 
repoſe a confidence in them, it would not be ex- 


the evidence ſhould be diſcovered, leſt it 
might give them an opportunity of being ſedu- 
ced: This, I ſay, and this alone ſwayed my opi- 
nion. I then conſidered myſelf acting not as a 


judge, but as a proſecutor. And when chat very 


C- 


ingenious Gentleman, (whom I always hear with 
the greateſt pleaſure, and to whoſe judgment I 
always pay the greateſt deference) I ſay, when 


© his: honour, his underſtanding, his veracity, his 


© every thing, was ſo far engaged, the only queſtion 
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< with me was, whether it was reaſonable to under- 


© take the proſecution, or no? And upon theſe con- 
« fiderations, I can't but think I ſhould have been 


« extremely wanting in that duty which I owe my 


country, if I ſhould have declined giving my vote 


to bring an offender to public juſtice ; when, at 
the ſame time, I was fully convinced, that he had 


* betrayed the honour and the intereſt of the nation.“ 


This pathetic ſpeech rouzed the houſe of that 


kind of lethargy they ſeemed to be in; and Mr. 
Bromley taking notice that the dint of it was prin- 
cipally levelled at Mr. Walpole, endeavoured, in 
ſome meaſure, to vindicate him, by ſaying, * That 
* tho? he was the Chairman of the ſecret Committee, 
yet if any thing was done amiſs amongſt them, 
it were hard to hay all the blame at his door, ſince 
the whole Committee were equally concerned in 
© the impeachment.? As to the matter now under 
conſideration, Mr. Bromley added, That they had 
been told above a year and a half ago, that the 


_ © evidence was ready: But that they ought not to 


give the Lords the trouble of going through the 
* whole impeachment, ſince, in his opinion, twen- 
ty of the articles were altogether vain and need- 


< leſs. Some members being ſhocked at this aſ- 


ſertion, Mr. Bremley immediately explained himſelf, 
ſaying, That if the two articles that were for high 
* treaſon could be made good, the other twenty 
* would be needleſs and inſignificant.“ Mr. Shipper, 
who ſpoke on the ſame fide, ſaid, WO other 
things, That this impeachment had been depend- 
ing ſo long, that every body expected it would 
be dropt: And, indeed, unjeſs the two articles 


# 


of high-treaſon could be made good, he thought 


< jt unreaſonable to give the two houſes an unneceſ- 
$ ſary trouble about the other articles; by keeping 
them ſitting in the woe nh of the Summer. 
+ That, after all, thoſe who had firſt begun their 
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impeachments, ought to be ſatisfied with having 

ot the places of thoſe that were impeached; which, 
indeed, ſeemed to be what they had principally in 
view. That the truth of this appeared evidently 
from the behaviour of the gentleman who was the 
moſt forward and active in the impeachments, 
whoſe warmth was very much abated ſince he 
was out of place. That he did not mention this 


as a reflection on that gentleman, for whom he 


ever had a great reſpect; but that he was afraid 
this would leſſen him in the eſteem of others. 
That for his own part, he was not in the leaſt 


ſurprized at his conduct; of which he had, of 


late, obſerved many inſtances, but that he ever 
diſapproved it. That if he would have been a 


time-ſerver, he might, as well as other people, 


have got ſome good employment ; but that he 
rather choſe to be contented with a ſmall private 
fortune, than betray his ſentiments. And, as an 
inſtance, he added, he could never be guilty of fo 


much adulation, as to compliment a certain perſon - 


with the rank of /econd General (meaning the Lord 
Cadogan) to the prejudice of an honourable and 
worthy member of that houſe, (meaning General 
Webb) whoſe glorious actions had gained him an 
immortal name.“ Mr. Hungerford ſaid thereupon, 
That for his own part, he ever was againſt im- 
peachments, becauſe he had obſerved, that they 
generally come to nothing ; and as for the reflec- 


tion made by the worthy gentleman who ſpoke laſt, 


Looking, as he ſpoke this, towards Sir Zoſeph Jekyll, 
who fat near him, and who, ſome days before, had 
ſpoken in behalf of the Lord Cadogan. Sir Foſeph 
juſtified himſelf, both as to this, and as to the ſhare 
he had in the impeachment of the Earl of Oxford; 
which, *twas eaſy for him to do, having, from the 
begrnning, been againſt the articles for High-treaſon. 


fter this, Mr. J/alpale made a faint apology for 
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himſelf, ſaying, mong other things, That he 
« had of late looked over ſome of the moſt mate- 
« rial papers relating to this impeachment, and, he 
< was ſtill convinced in his conſcience; that ahas late 
* miniftry had given themſelves up entirely, and 
were ready to deliver up the nation to France.“ 
But having let drop an inſinuation, as if many who 
followed his opinion in the buſineſs of the impeachments, 
did it rather out of compliment to his power, than to his 
perſon : Mr. Tufnel, juſtly reſenting this innuendo, 


immediately repelled the dint of it, at leaſt, in rela- 


tion to himſelf, by appealing to that honourable mem- 
ber, whether be had ever made bis court to him? And 
woether be had not paid bim more reſpect, ſince be was 
out, then when he was in place? On the other hand, 

Mr. Lechmere ſtrongly ſupported the motion for the 
meſſage; and, among other things, ſaid, It was 
no wonder that a certain ſet of men vrho had, at 


wes ſpcee 6 firſt, Oppoſed the impeachments, ſhould now be 


A * R -H * * * * * 


for letting them drop; and that this was yet the 
leſs ſurprizing, in that the ſame gentlemen had 
conſtantly oppoſed, all that had been propoſed 
for the ſupport of the preſent happy ſettlement: 
But that for his own part, he was of the ſame 
opinion he ever was, viz. that the nation cotild 
not proſper, till they had brought thoſe to juſtice, 
Who betrayed its Allies in ſo ſcandalous a manner, 
and brought, it to the very brink of ruin. And 
that he would venture his life in this proſecution. 
This ſpeech had ſo much weight, that it was carried, 
without. dividiog, that the meſſage be ſent to the 
Lords; which being done the ſame day, their Lord- 


ſhips took it immediately, into conſideration. The 
Harl of Sunderland moved to allow the Commons 
a fortnight longer, but the Duke of Dewonſhire ſaid, 

| twelve days were ſufficient; and ſo moved, That 
| Thetryal of 6 theitrzal-be farther adjourned to Monday the 24th 


the Earl of 


Cxford put 6 of. June. Ibe Lords Trevor, Harcourt, North 


ef ti] the 
zath of Jure 


and Grey, and ſome others, inſiſted, That the 
Lords 
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Lords having fixed a peremptory day for the tryal, 
they ought not to grant any farther time: But 
the queſtion being put upon the Duke of Devonſoire's | 
motion, the fame was carried in the affirmative by . 
a majority of 76 voices againſt 57. The next * day, 
the Lords ſent a meſſage to the Commons, to ac- — 
quaint them with the ſaid reſolution; which the ; 
Commons having, on the 14th of Zune, taken into 
conſideration, it was ordered, 1. That managers be 

appointed to "make good the articles of impeachment a- | 
gainſt Robert Earl of Oxford and Earl Mortimer, ö 
2, That the Committee who were appointed to conſider | 
of the ſtate of the ſaid impeachment, be the ſaid mana- 
gers (to whom four other gentlemen were this day 
added by the houſe). 3. That the ſaid Committee 

have power te ſend for ſuch perſons, papers, and re- 
cords, as ſhall be thought neceſſary to be uſed at the 

tryal of the ſaid Earl; and that” they have power to 
fit de die in diem, aud 10 adjourn io ſuch time and 

Place as they think fit; and they are to prepare evidence, 

and to proceed in the "moſt ſpeedy and ſecret way they 

can, for "the advantage of the proſecution. And 4. 

That Mr. Anthony Cratchrode be appointed Sollicitor 

to attend the managers in png the articles of i im- 
peachment againſt the ſaid Earl. | | 

Four days after“, the Commons ordered alſo, June 18, 

That ſuch members of the Committee appointed to be 
managers at the tryal of the Earl of Oxford, as are 

Juſtices of the peace for the county of Middleſex, be 
empowered to examine, in the moſt ſolemn manner, 
ſuch perſons as ſpall be Juaged nager 0 be en at 

the ſaid tryal. 

On the day appointed by the Lords; wiz. Monday Ont of the 
the 24th of June, the Commons reſolved, * That fortheir pro- 
© this houſe will be preſent” at the tryal of Robert om. rol 
Earl of Oxford and Earl Mortimer, as a Com- ball, June 
< mittee of the whole houſe; And ordered, 1. That * 

6 the 1 r to make good the oc 
* © 


* Tune 13. 
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of impeachment againſt the ſaid Earl, do firſt go 
out of the houſe to the places appointed for them 
in Meſtminſter- hall, before the other members do 
go out of the houſe. 2. That after Mr. Speaker 
< ſhall have left the chair, the members be called 
over by the Clerk, by their counties, as uſual, 
for their more regular proceeding... 3. That no 
member do preſume to go out of the houſe till the 
county for which he. ſerves be called. 4. That no 
perſons but members of this houſe do preſume to 
„ ſit in the places appointed for the members in 
Maſtminſter-hall. 5g. That the | paſſages for the 
«members of this houſe, to and from their places 
in Wetminſter-hall be kept clear, Cc. 6. That 
the Serjeant at arms do take into his cuſtody all 
ſuch perſons as ſhall be, or ſhall attempt to come 


into the places prepared for the members of this 


*, houſe, 2 uy And 7. That the names of the Com- 
* mittee appointed. to be managers be called over: 


which being done accordingly, the houſe. reſolved 


itſelf into a Committee of the whole Rant. in er 
to be preſent at the ſaid tryal.. 1 


mY The ſame day, about ten of the clock in the 
morning, the Lord High- Chancellor Cowper,, in 
quality of Lord High- Steward of Great-Britain, ap- 
pointed by his Majeſty for the tryal of the Earl of 


| Oxford, was attended from his houſe by all the 


Judges of his Majeſty's courts in Weſtminſter-hall, 
in their robes; as alſo by Garter. King of 15 
and the Gentleman-Uſher of the Black- rad, 


whom his Majeſty had delivered the bite 2 1 


to be carried before his Lordſhip ; and ſet forward 
in his coach towards Meſtminſter, fitting at the hin- 
der end thereof; .Garter, and the gent eman who 
bore the Great-/cal, ſitting both uncovered at tl 5 
other end: One of the Serjeants at arms, with 
Mace, ane e on the Weh 946 05 Welt 0 
and 


1 
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and the Uſher of the Black- rod carrying the White 
Wand on the left: The Judges and his Lordſhip's 
gentlemen following after in ſeveral coaches. Being 
thus come to the ſtairs foot, aſcending to the houſe 
of Peers, the Judges went up two and two toge- 
ther, the juniors firſt, next the Lord High-Steward's 
gentlemen, after them the Serjeant at arms with his 


mace, and the fſeal-bearer ; and laſtly, the Gen- 


tleman-Uſher of the Black-rod, bearing the White 
Wand, Garter King of arms going on his right: 


Then his Lordſhip alone, his train borne by one of 


his Gentlemen. In this manner entering the houſe 
of Peers, he found all the Lords in their ſcarlet 
robes, alſo the Biſhops in their rochets, and took 
his place upon the uppermoſt Woolpack. This 
done, and prayers ended, his commiſſion for Lord 
High- Steward was read: And then the Lords ad- 
Journed themſelves into the erected court in Vętmin- 
ſter-hall, where the managers, and other members 
of the houſe of Commons, in a grand Committee, 
had, by this time, taken their reſpective places. 


The King, the Prince, and Princeſs of Vales, 
were alſo ſeated in the boxes prepared for the royal 


family; as were alſo the foreign Miniſters in the 
ſeats appointed for them ; and the other part of the 
Amphitheatre was filled up with a vaſt number of 


Gentlemen, Ladies, and other perſons of diſtine- 


U 


All things being thus in a readineſs, and a large 
door: place made through the upper end of the ſaid 


hall, into that which was heretofore the Court of 
Wards, their Lordſhips paſſed from their houſe, 
firſt into the' painted Chamber, then through that 
called the Court of Requeſts ; thence (turning on the 
left hand) into that called the Court of Wards, then 


entered at the door (ſo broken down as above 


mentioned) into Meſtminſter-Hall, and paſſed through 
a Gallery (placed between the King's-Bench and 
Chancery courts) into Weſtminſter- ball, the 3 

| | 55 ion 
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ſion being in manner following, viz. The Lord 
High- Ste ward's gentlemen attendants, two and two; 


the Clerks aſſiſtant to the houſe of Lords, and the 


Clerk of the Parliament, with the Clerk of the 
crown in the court of Chancery, bearing the King's 
commiſſion to the Lord High- Steward; the Ma- 


ſters in Chancery, two and two; then the Judges, 
the Peers eldeſt ſons, and Peers minors, two and 
two; four Serjeants at arms with their maces, two 
and two; the Yeomen Uſhers of the houſe; then 
the Peers, two and two, beginning with the youn- 
geſt Barons. Then four Serjeants at arms with their 
maces; the Serjeant at arms attending the Great. ſcal 
and Purſe- bearer; then Garter King of arms, and 
the Gentleman Uſher of the Black-rod, carrying the 
White Staff before the Lord High-Steward ; and 
laſt of all, the Lord High-Steward alone, his train 
borne. * Th ESO AL IDS | « SW LAOABLAARLE FRLY EL enn 
When the Lords were placed in their proper 
feats, and the Lord High-Steward upon the Wool- 


pack, the clerk of the crown in the court of Chan- 


cery, ſtanding before the Clerk's table, with his face 
towards the ſtate, having his Majeſty's commiſſion 


to the Lord High-Steward, made three reverences 


towards his Grace, and, on his knees, prefented the 
commiſſion to him; after which, and uſual reve- 
rences, the ſame was carried down to the table; 


and then proclamation for filence being made, in 
the uſual manner, the Lord High-Steward ſtood 


up, and addreſſing himſelf to the Peers, ſaid, His 


Majeſty's commiſſion is going to be read; your Lordſbips 
are deſired to attend. Hereupon, all the Peers un- 


covered themſelves, and they and all others ſtood up 


uncovered while the commiſſion was reading, after 
which, the Serjeant at arms ſaid, God ſave tbe King. 

Then the Herald and Gentleman- Uſnher of the 

Black- ma, after three reverences, kneeling,” pre- 


ſented the Mhite Staff to his Grace; and then his 


Grace, attended by the Herald, Black-rod, and Seal- 


bearer, 


d 
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TT 
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deed, to fay ſomething from this place to perſons 
in your Lordſhip's preſent condition; partly. by 
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Bearer, (making his proper reverences towards the 
Throne) removed from the wool-pack to an armed 


chair, which was placed on the uppermoſt ſtep but one 
of the Throne, as it was prepared for that purpoſe, and 


then ſeated himſelf in the chair, and delivered the ſtaff 
to the Gentleman Uſher of the Black- rod on his right 
hand, the Szal-bearer holding the Purſe on the left. 
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Then the Clerk of the crown ordered the Serjeant The Earl of 


at arms to make proclamation for ſilence, which he #4 


bro 


did accordingly; after which another Proclamation his tryat. 
was made, commanding the Lieutenant of the 


Tower of London to bring forth his priſoner to the 
bar. Hereupon, the Earl of Oxford, who, between 
ten and eleven of the clock that morning, was con- 


ducted from the Tower to Weſtminſter by water, was 
brought to the bar by the Deputy-Lieutenant of the 


Tower, having the ax carried before him by the Gen- 
tleman-jaylor of the Tower, who ſtood with it on the 
left hand of the priſoner, with the edge turned from 
him. The — — when he approached the bar, 
after kneeling, bowed to his Grace the Lord High- 
Steward, and to the houſe of Peers; which com- 
pliment was returned to him by his Grace, and the 


houſe, of Peers. Then were read by the Lord 
_ High-Steward's command, Firſt, The articles of 
impeachment. exhibited by the Commons; Secondiy, 


The priſoner's anſwer to the ſame; and Thirdly, 


The replication of the Commons; after which the 


Lord High-Steward made a ſpeech ſuitable to the 
occaſion, and ſignified to the managers of the houſe 
of Commons, that this was the time for them to 


make good the articles of impeachment. 
Ru | Earl of Oxfe ord "and Earl Mortimer, it The Lord 


45 4 


has been uſual, before the Commons pro- 


© way of exhortation to a reaſonable confidence in 
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the great honour, juſtice, wiſdom, integrity, and 
< candour of their Judges, their P cers, the houſe of 
Lords in Parliament aſſembled, and partly by 
* way of direction, to aſſiſt them in their behaviour 
and conduct during the courſe of their tryal. 

But, conſidering the many great offices your 
* Lordſhip has borne in the ſtate, your long expe- 
* rience and known learning in all parliamentary 
proceedings, I cannot but think it would ſeem 
* improper for me to be ſpeaking to your Lordſhip 
in that manner. 1211 PRAC 

£ Wherefore I proceed barely to acquaint your 
© ' Lordſhip, and others whom it may concern, with 
* ſuch orders as the Lords have made, which *tis fit 
* ſhould be taken notice of thus early in this tryal. 


1. © Your Lordſhip, and all other perſons who 
© have occaſion to ſpeak to this court, muſt addreſs 
their ſpeech to the Lords in general, and not to 


any Lord in particular. 
2. Your Lordſhip's counſel may be preſent at 


© the bar, in order to be heard to any point or mat- 
© ter of law, if ſuch ſhall ariſe on either of the ar- 


_ © ticles for high-treaſon, and that you may make 


your full defence by counſel, if you think fit, on 
the articles for high crimes and miſdemeanours, 
as well on matters of fact, as of law. . 


3. That your witneſſes are to be examined on 
< oath, as well to the articles for high-treaſon, as 
« thoſe for high crimes and miſdemeanours“ 


Then the Lord High-Steward, with the Lords 
leave, went down, and having ſeated himſelf by the 
table, told the gentlemen of the houſe of Commons, 
that they might now proceed: Upon which Mr. 
Stanhope ſaid, My Lords, the diſtance of the 
Lord High- Steward from this place, may — 

| been 


* 
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been the occaſion, that we have miſtaken ſome- 
thing that fell from thence; we do therefore de- 
ſire to avoid all miſtakes (and I believe we might 


* be miſtaken) for we underſtood by my Lord 


High - Steward, that counſel ſhould be allowed 
* the priſoner at the bar, as well to the defence of 
the High- treaſon, as to the high -· crimes and miſ- 
demeanours: It is poſſible, we miſapprehend his 
* Lordſhip, but we hope his Lordſhip will be 


pleaſed to explain it to us. Hereupon the Lord 


High-Steward ſaid, To prevent miſtakes, I re- 
« peat what I ſaid, that counſel for the Lord (the 
« priſoner at the bar) may be preſent at the bar, in 
order to be heard to any matter or point of law 
(if any ſuch ſhall ariſe) relating to the High- treaſon; 
© and likewiſe to make that Lord's defence on the 
articles of impeachment of high-crimes and miſ- 
© demeanours, as well in matters of fact, as matters 
© of law.” ju Ho 


Hereupon Richard Hampden, Eſa; one of the 
managers, opened the impeachment with the follow- 
ing ſpeech. | 


6 HE Commons of Great Britain in Parha- 
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Mr. Hemp- 


I ment aſſembled, out of indiſpenſable duty dens ſpeech. 


« to their country, and zeal for the preſervation of 
the common liberties of Europe, have brought to 
your -Lordſhips bar, Robert Earl of Oxford, and 
Earl Mortimer, late High- treaſurer and Privy- 
counſellor of this kingdom, charged with the 
* higheſt crimes and miſdemeanours, by him com- 
emitted and done againſt the perſon, crown and 
dignity of his Sovereign, the peace and intereſt 
of this kingdom, and in breach oſ the ſeveral 
truſts repoſed in him. Yor ier oc 

The Commons, in their charge, ſet forth the 


© many ſolemn treaties and alliances which had been 


« entered 
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< entered into between the crown: of England, and 


bo 


other Princes, and Potentates of Europe, for their 
mutual ſafety, from the conſiderations of the 


© common danger which then threatened all Chri- 
« ftendom, from the immoderate growth 15 the power 


„% ĩ ͤĩ IF 
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< regard to the 


of France. 

They likewiſe take notice to your Londihips, 
of the proſperous and flouriſhing condition which 
the liberties of Europe were in, when, under theſe 
treaties and alliances, it pleaſed Almighty God, 
to bleſs the confederate arms, under the command 
of their great and victorious General, the Duke of 
Marlborough, with ſuch a ſeries of ſucceſſes as far 


exceeded their own expectations; and by the wiſ- 


dom and unanimity of their councils, many ſignal 
advantages, both by ſea and land, were obtained 
againſt the common enemy, whereby the glory 
of the confederate arms, and the reputation bf - 

Great- Britain in particular, was raiſed to a higher 
pitch than in any former age. 

That in this proſperous condition of affairs, the 
priſoner at the bar, with other evil minded perſons, 
enemies to the true intereſt of their country, as well 
as to the common liberties and welfare of Europe. 
did, by many wicked arts and inſinuations, obtain 
acceſs to her late Majeſty Queen Aune, got into 
her councils, and into places of the higheſt truſt, 
to make way for his and their pernicious enter- 
prizes, formed a treacherous gu with the 
emiſſaries of France, and gave falſe and alen, 
councils to her Majeſty. 

The — articles exhibited by, the Com- 
mons, to which Proper evidence will be bed, 
contain a charge 5 
* That this — perſan. at the bar, having no 

—— or ſafety of his Sovereign, 


© or theſe kingdoms, where with he was intruſted, 


or to the many rms W with 4 2 


RM. FEB A- T*EY: 
and faithful Allies of this nation, but being de- 
voted to the intereſt and ſervice of the common 
enemy, did,” by private and ſecret negociations, in 
breach of all public faith, maliciouſly and wicked- 
ly cultivate and improve the demands of the ene- 
mies of his country, more to their advantage than 
they themſelves could have ever hoped for. 
That by clandeſt ine and ſecret negociations with 
the enemies of England, he gave up the particular 
intereſt of his own country; that he aſſumed to 
himſelf regal power, and, in a time of open war, 
took upon himſelf to meet and treat with the ene- 
my, without any authority or power from his 
Sovereign, and, did what in him lay to ſubvert the 
ancient and eſtabliſhed conſtitution of this kingdom. 
That he concealed the advice and pernicious in- : 
fluence, whereby he had engaged his Sovereign, 
and proſtituted her honour, which had been raiſed 
ro the higheſt pitch of glory abroad, and been 
juſtly held in veneration with her Allies; and the 
royal hand was, by the wicked arts of the priſo- 
ner at the bar, made the inſtrument to advance the 
intereſt of the common enemy. 1 
That by deceitfully amuſing the Allies of the 
crown of Great- Britain, and by private, ſeparate, 
and unjuſtifiable negociations, entered into and 
carried on by the priſoner at the bar, a laſting re- 
proach was brought upon this nation, and the pub- 
lic faith of many treaties, wherein England was 
engaged in the moſt ſacred and folemn manner, 
was notoriouſly violated, and the faithful Allies of 
the crown amuſed and deceived. | 
That the priſoner at the bar did, in the moſt 
fatal manner, impoſe upon and delude his Sove- 
reipn, in accepting a pretended expedient from the 
enemy, which the enemy at the ſame time decla- 
red to be null and void. That the moſt unjuſti- 
fiable and deſtructive meaſures were taken by him 
© to diſſolve the whole confederacy, without any re- 
"P92. FL | K k „ 
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gard to religion, liberty, or the faith of treaties; 


and in conſequence of his wicked advice, great 
numbers of the confederate troops, who had, on 
many occaſions, ſignalized themſelves in the de- 
fence of the cauſe of Europe, were given up as a 
ſacrifice to the fury and revenge of the enemy. 


My Lords, ö 
The Commons in their charge ſet forth the 
particular meaſures concerted and taken by the 
priſoner at the bar, to complete the deſtruction of 
the common cauſe of Europe, and the Proteſtant 


ſucceſſion to the crown of theſe realms. And they 


char SE, | 

That the priſoner now before your Lordſbips, 
did traiterouſly aid, aſſiſt, and adbere to the enemies 
of his Queen and country, and adviſed and promo- 
ted the giving up to thoſe enemies the important 
town and fortreſs of Tournay, together with Spain 
and the Weſt- Indies. | 


That he ſacrificed the trade and commerce of 


Great- Britain to its common enemy, without the 


leaſt ſhadow of advantage procured to theſe king- 
doms ; and b«rayed the national faith and honour 
of the crown, employing againſt his Imperial Ma- 


Jeſty (the great and faithful Ally of this kingdom) 


the naval power of the crown, and the ſapplies 


granted by Parliament, in direct violation of the 


grand alliance, and contrary to her Majeſty's re- 
peated declarations from the Throne, and her 


plain and full inſtructions to her Plenipotentiaries 
at Utrecht. 


NM W K £6 


* Thar he took upon himſelf to exerciſe the moſt 
arbitrary and unwarrantable authority, aſſuming 
to himſelf the chief direction and influence in her 
late Majeſty's councils, and moſt wickedly proſti- 


tuted the honour of the crown, and the dignity of 


Parliament; totally depriving her Majeſty of the 


* wholeſome and neceſſary advice of her Parlia- 
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ment, and miſrepreſenting the moſt eſſential parts 
of the negociations of peace, to obtain the ſanction 


of Parliament to his wicked and pernicious pro- 
ceedings, thereby fatally deceiving her Majeſty, 


by ſeveral falſe ſpeeches and declarations, concert- 
ed and adviſed by him, to be made by her Ma- 


ſubject of the ſaid negociations of peace; and by 
ſuch wicked and unexampled evil counſel, he did 
moſt ungratefully abu/e the favour of his royal 
Mifireſs, and by means of her authority miſled 
her Parliament into groundleſs and prejudicial re- 
ſolutions; and thereby not only prevented the 
juſt advice of the Parliament to her Majeſty, in that 

critical junfure, but obtained the approbation 

of Parliament to his myſterious and dangerous 
practices; and did not only deprive her Ma- 
© jeſty of the confidence and affection of her Allies, 


a 6 


but expoſe her Majeſty and her people to the con- 
tempt of the enemy. | | 
That he had uſed his utmoſt endeavours to 
« ſubvert the ancient conſtitution of Parliament, the 


great and only ſecurity of the prerogative of the 


crown, and of the rights, liberties, and properties 


of the people, and moſt wickedly attempted to 


«© deſtroy the freedom and independency of this 


noble houſe, the great ornament and neareſt ſupport 
© of the crown; diſguiſing his miſchievous inten- 
tions, under pretence of ſuperior zeal for the pre- 


« rogative of the crown, but by his falſe advice, her 


« Majeſty was deprived of the /eaſonable and whole- 
© ſome counſels of her Parliament, and the preroga- 
tive per verted to the diſhonour of the crown, and 
irreparable miſchief to the conſtitution of Par- 
© liament. ä | 
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her Allies, her Parliament, and her people, 


jeſty from the Throne to her Parliament, on the 
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My Lords, 


„The Commons have farther charged the noble 


Lord with corruptions, in illegally miſapplying 
monies appropriated by Parliament, and with 
preventing any parliamentary enquiry. into the 
ſame, to the reproach and ſcandal of Parliaments, 
in breach of his zruft, the higheſt abuſe of the 
goodneſs of his Sovereign, and the greateſt injuſtice 
and oppreſſion of her ſubje#s; and that he de- 
frauded her late Majeſty of the public money with 
which he was entruſted, for the ſupport of the ho- 
nour and dignity of the crown. 


That this great perſon did afſutne to himſelf the 


ſupreme direction in her late Majeſty*s councils, 
and did introduce to her Majeſty for a pretended 
public Miniſter, a Traytor in diſguiſe, named 
in the articles; and gave ſuch 7raytor ſeveral con- 
ſiderable ſums out of her Majeſty's treaſury, in a 
fictitious and ſcandalous manner; ſuch perſon be- 
ing ſent into this kingdom, under falſe pretences, 
ſecretly to promote the intereſt of the Pretender, 
whereby the priſoner at the bar, did ungratefully 
expoſe the perſon of her Majeſty, and notoriouſly 
encourage the adherents of the Pretender, to the 
apparent danger of the Proteſtant ſucceſſion to the 
Imperial crown of theſe realms. And, 


Laftly, That this great perſon at the bar, did by 


the moſt falſe and wicked counſels and practices, 
betray, and give up as a ſacrifice to the implacable 
reſentments of their enraged and powerful enemy, 
a free and generous people, the faithful and uſeful 


Allies of this kingdom, the brave CAT ALANͤS 


who, by the evil meaſures concerted and taken 
by the priſoner, at the bar, were betrayed into ir- 
revocable ſlayery, and the honour of the Britiſh 
nation, always renowned for the love of liberty, 


and for giving protection to the diſtreſſed a” 
_ | « of 
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of it, therein moſt baſely proſtituted by the per- 


— 25 and deteſtable counſel of the priſoner at the 
ar. | 

Thus your Lordſhips have a view of the guilt 
in which the treaſons and other crimes committed 
by the priſoner at the bar have involved him : 
And it is with aſtoniſhment the Commons ob- 
ſerve, that his defence is an attempt to afperſe the 
memory of his royal miſtreſs, with the blame of 


what was tranſacted during his adminiſtration, 


which by impoſing upon her, he had effected a- 
gainſt her honour, and the good of his country, 
thereby attempting to reflect upon the juſtice of 
the houſe of Commons, and to caſt an odium upon 


their proceedings againſt him. But we doubt not 
your Lordſhips vindication of the 1 of her 


late Majeſty, and the proceedings of the Commons 
in this proſecution. 


© The Commons think it their duty to expreſs 


the utmoſt abhorrence of the traiterous and wick- 
ed proceedings of the priſoner at the bar, and to 
ſhew their reſentment againſt him, as the author 
and promoter of them. 

They have found him abuſing and betraying 
the honour of his royal miſtreſs, into whoſe favour 
he had inſinuated himſelf for the moſt deſtructive 
and wicked purpoſes. They have found him inſi- 
diouſly dividing and weakening us and our Allies, 


« betraying our councils, traiterouſly giving up our 


« ſtrong holds, fortreſſes and defences of Europe, and 


A 


a © a: & @& 


her moſt wealthy and flouriſhing countries, to the 
common enemy in time of open war : And con- 
triving and effecting the diſſolution of the greateſt 
and moſt noble confederacy, that ever was formed 
and united in defence of the Proteſtant intereſt, and 
the glorious liberties of Europe. RE 
They have found him attempting to deprive 


< theſe kingdoms of the only bleſſing left to their 


* 


hopes, and which, by the providence of God on- 
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ly, they now enjoy, the moſt auſpicious govern- 
ment of his preſent Majeſty, the greateſt and beſt of 
Princes, whoſe magnanimity, wiſdom, piety, and 
other Princely virtues, have filled the Imperial 
Throne of Great-Britain, with a luſtre unknown 
in any former age. In this attempt, the noble 
Lord at the bar, wickedly endeavoured to defeat 
us of our happy proſpect of laſting felicities, in a 
long ſucceſſion of Proteſtant Princes in the royal 
line of his moſt excellent Majeſty,' the moſt illu- 
ſtrious Prince and Princeſs of Wales, and their iſe, 
eminently endowed with all graces and accom- 
pliſhments for making a generous and free people 
happy : On the continuance of which ſucceſſion, 
next under God, all that is dear and valuable to 
us entirely depends. | 


My Lords, YE 

The Commons juſtly reſent and deteſt the re- 
proach brought upon the faith and honour of their 
country, by the great evil Miniſter at the bar: 
But they promiſe themſelves, your Lordſhips will 
ever be a terror to all evil Miniſters, how great 
ſeever ; and that your Lordſhips can never fail to 
do juſtice to your injured country, upon all per. 
dious counſellors, who lie in wait to deftroy our 
religion, laws, and liberties.” WE 


After this, Sir Jo/eph Fekyll ſtood up, in order to 


proceed to make good the firſt article; but the 
Lord Harcourt having ſignified to the Lords, that 
before the managers proceeded farther, he had a 
motion to make, their Lordſhips thereupon ad- 
journed to their own houſe, and the Commons 


returned to theirs, 


# + 
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As ſoon as the Peers were come to their houſe, Debate in 
the Lord Harcourt made a ſpeech, wherein he re- Pan aeg. 
preſented, + That the going thro? all the articles of _ method 
« impeachment, would take up a great deal of time 0 Ss 
to little purpoſe ; for if the Commons could make «vive to 
good the two articles for high-treaſon, the Earl the _ 
of Oxford would forfeit both life and eſtate, and LOS SL] 

there would be an end of the matter ; whereas ſpeech. 
the proceeding in the method the Commons pro- 
poſed, would draw the tryal into prodigious 
length; urging, that *twould be a great hardſhip 
upon a Peer, who had already undergone ſo long 
a confinement, to appear every day at their bar, 
like a traytor, and be, at laſt, found guilty only 
of high-crimes and miſdemeanors ; and therefore 
he moved, that the Commons be not admitted to pro- 
ceed in order to make good the articles againſt Robert 
Earl of Oxford and Earl Mortimer for high 
crimes and miſdemeanors, till judgment be firſt given 
upon the articles for high-treaſon,* | 
The Lord Harcourt was ſeconded and backed, 
by the Lord Trevor, and the Earls of Angleſey and 
Nottingham : But the Lord Parker anſwered them, 
© That in all courts of judicature, 'tis the uſual and 
< conſtant method to go through all the evidence 
before judgment be given upon any part of the 
accuſation. That though the houſe of Peers be 
the ſupreme court of the kingdom, yet it has ever 
a regard to the rules of equity and juſtice, and 
even to the forms obſerved in the courts below : 
And as for the priſoner's appearing in the abject 
- condition of a traytor, it was but a piece of for- 
mality, which did him no manner of hurt, and to 
which perſons of the higheſt rank had ever ſub- 
<. mitted, in order to clear their innocence.” The 
Earl of Sunderland, the Lord Coningsby, and the 
Lord Cadogan ſpoke on the ſame fide; but the 
Dukes of Buckingham and Argyle, the Earl of lay. 
1-8 g a the 
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by, 


The Lords 
reſolve that 
the Com- 


. . Mons pro- 


ceed firſt to 
make good 
the articles 
ſor treaſon, 


the Lord Town/hend,-and ſeveral others, baving ſtre- 


PARLIAMENTARY A. 174%. 
the Biſhop, of Rocheſter, the Lord Norib. and G. ey, 


nuouſly ſupported the Lord Harcour!'s. motion, the 
ſame was carried in the affirmative. by a majority of 
88 voices againſt 56. 

The Lords being about going down again to De oſt- 
minſter-hall, ſent a meſſage to the Commons to ac- 
quaint them therewith z upon which the Commons, 


in a Committee of.the whale houſe, returned alſo to 


Weſtminſter-hall, where the Lord High- Ste ward ac- 
quainted the managers with their Lordſhips reſoluti- 
on, That the Commons be not admitted to pro- 
* ceed in order to make good the articles againſt 


Robert Earl of Oxford and Earl Moriimer for 


Which oc- 
ca ſions a 
difference 
between 


both houſes. 


high crimes and miſdemeanours, till judgment be 
« firſt given upon the articles for high-treaſon.” 
Bereu e Sir Milliam Thompſon, Sollicitor-general, 
one of the managers for the Commons, acquainted 
their Lordſhips, That they conceived it to be ſo 
much the undoubted right of the Commons to 
proceed in their own method, in maintenance of 
the articles exhibited by them, and did apprehend 
that this reſolution of their Lordſhips might be 
of ſo fatal conſequence to the rights and privileges 
of all the Commons of Great- Britain, that they 
could not take upon them to proceed any farther, 
without reſorting to the houſe of Commons for 
their direct ion therein. Upon this the Lords 
and Commons went up to their reſpective houſes; 
and Mr. Sollicitor-general having made his report 
to the Commons of what had paſſed in We ftminſter-, 
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ball, the ſaid report was ordered to be Fen: into 


* Tune 25. 


ordered their managers 1o\ſearch grecedenis in relation 


conſideration the next morning. 


The Commons having thenext, x, morning taken 
Mr, Sollicitor:general's 's report into conſideration, 


to the Proceedings of the, (lrg in proſecution of 
impeachments 3 e W Rich they pe ee, 
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from the Lords, to acquaint them, That their 
Lordſhips had ordered Robert Earl of Oxford and 

Earl Mortimer to be brought to the bar of their 
houſe, in Meſtminſter- hall, that day at eleven o'clock 
in the forenoon.* Hereupon it was reſolved, ne- 
mine. contradicente, That a meſſage be ſent to the 
Lords, acquainting their Lordſhips, that the Com- 
mons have taken into their conſideration their 
Lordſhips reſolution communicated to their ma- 
nager, relating to the proceedings on the tryal of 
Nobert Earl of Oxford and Earl Mortimer; and 
being deſirous to preſerve a good correſpondence 
between the two houſes, have appointed a Com- 
mittee to ſearch precedents upon a matter of this 
great importance, and deſire, that their Lordſhips 
vill not proceed at the time appointed.“ Mr. 
Carter, who was ordered to carry this meſſage, be- 
ing returned, reported, That their Lorſhips ha- 
< ving taken the ſame into conſideration, would not 
proceed on the tryal of the ſaid Earl at the time 
appointed, but would proceed farther on the ſaid 
« tryal on Thurſday morning next, (June 27.) at 
eleven o'clock.? | 
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On Thurſday, the 27th of June, Mr. Carter, 
from the Committee appointed to ſearch precedents, 
reported the matter they had directed him to report 
to the houte : Upon which it was reſolved, © That a conference 
a a conference be deſired with the Lords, relating to baron. 
. . . . tdwo houles. 
« proceedings in the proſecution of impeachments ;? 
and ordered, That the ſame Committee, that is, the 
* managers, do draw up what is proper to be offered 
to the Lords at the ſaid conference, and that they 
do withdraw immediately into the Speaker's cham- 
ber to draw up the ſame.“ Mr. Carter having, 
ſome time after, made his report, of what the Com- 
mittee thought proper to be offered to the Lords, 
and the fame being agreed to by the houſe, the Lord 
Morpeth was ſent to deſire a conference * _ 
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lution com- 


The Com- 


monsreaſons 


againſt the 
Lords reſo- 


municated at 


a conference. 
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Lords, which their Lordſhips having readily agreed 


to, and appointed the ſame preſently in the Painted- 
chamber, the managers of the Commons went thi- 
ther, and delivered to the Lords what An ene 


had directed. 


The ins: day the Lord Privy 60 reported to 
the houſe of Lords, that they had been at the con- 
ference, and met Mr Carter and other managers 


for the Commons, who delivered to their . | 


Wa a Ones as follows : 


H E Commons having taken into their con- 
ſideration your Lordſhips reſolution com- 
| led to their managers, relating to the pro- 
- ceedings on the tryal of Robert Earl of Oxford 
and Earl Mortimer, and being deſirous as far as 


6 

1 

c 

* 

c 

in them lies, to maintain a good correſpondence 
with your Lordſhips, have defired this conference, 

c 

* 

4 

— 

* 
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and have commanded us to acquaint your Lord- 
ſhips, that they conceive it to be the undoubted 
right of the Commons, to impeach a Peer, either 
for high-treaſon, or for high-crimes and miſde- 
meanors, or, if they ſee occaſion, to mix both the 
-one and the other in the fame accuſation. 
The impeachment preferred againſt Robert 
© Earl of Oxford and Earl Mortimer is one conti- 
nued accuſation, conſiſting of high-crimes and miſ- 
demeanors, and alſo of charges of high-treaſon. 
The facts on which the articles preceding thoſe of 
© high-rreaſon are grounded, are laid together in 
© order of time, and follow one another ſucceſ- 
«. fively,' in the manner they were committed. 


As the Commons thought this the moſt natura! 


method for exhibiting the ſcveral articles againſt 
the ſaid Earl, they were of opinion, that they 


9 
ſhould proceed in the proof of theſe ſeveral facts, 


after the ſame method, ſince it is manifeſt, that 


in laying — the courſe of ſuch a wicked admi- 
« niſtration, 


A, 17 17. 
niſtration, the preceding parts of it give light to 
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thoſe which follow; and that the proof of the 
ſeveral articles of high- crimes and miſdemeanors 
would naturally. lead to the proof of thoſe of 


| high treaſon. | 
< Your Eordſhips received theſe ſęveral articles. 


of impeachment, without making any exception 


againſt the form in which they were exhibited. 


'he ſaid Earl made his anſwer to them in the 
ſame order, and has no where inliſted to be tried 
in any other method; ſo that the Commons are 


ſurprized to find a ſtop put to their proſecution 


by an objection which has never been ſtarted by 


the ſaid Earl, and which your Lordſhips had gi- 
ven them ſo little reaſon to expect. 5 


To this muſt be added, that as the Commons 
only are maſters of the evidence, and as upon 
that account they are beſt able to determine, 
what to charge firſt, and what next; ſo they are 
moſt proper to determine in what method to pro- 
ceed for the advantage of the proſecution, in the 


event of which all the Commons of Great. Bri- ä 


tain are ſo highly concerned. 


To which they farther add, That they ſee no 


reaſon but that your Lordſhips may as well invert 
the whole order of the articles, as preſcribe to 
the Commons thoſe particular articles on which 
they are firſt to proceed, which will neceſſarily 
produce ſuch a confuſion, both in the facts and 
evidence, as is by no means conſiſtent with that 
clearneſs and perſpicuity in which the Commons 
think this affair ought to appear. ray 

+ The Commons, upon examining precedents, 
do. find divers precedents of impeachments for 


high - treaſon, and other high-crimes and miſde- 
- meanors, in the ſame accuſation ; and do. not find 


that the Lords ever objected to ſuch proceeding, 


18 


or ever gave judgment upon any particular article 
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PARLIAMENTARY A. 1717, 
of impeachment before the Commons had gone 
through, and concluded their evidence upon all 
the articles, or ſo many of them as they thought 
fit; and the Commons are at as great a loſs to 
conceive what arguments, or precedents, can be 
brought to ſupport the reſolution of your Lord- 
ſhips, to give judgment upon one part of the ſame 
accuſation, reſerving the other part for a ſubſe- 
quent tryal, as they are to know what your Lord- 


upon the articles of high · crimes and mifdemeanours, 
after the judgment is given upon the articles for 
high - treaſon, ſuppoſing the judgment proper for 
high treaſon ſhould be given againſt the ſaid 

For theſe reaſons, the Commons aſſert it as their 
undoubted right to proceed on the tryal of Robert 
Earl of Oxford and Earl Mortimer, after the me- 
thod in which their managers were proceeding, 
when interrupted by your Lordſhips reſolution. 


K KR N AK 


The Lords having, the ſame afternoon, taken 
into conſideration what was offered to them by the 
Commons at the ſaid conference, it was moved, 
and the queſtion put, That their Lordſbips do adhere 
to their reſolution of the Monday before, viz. Not to 


admit the Commons to proceed, in order to make good 
the articles for high-crimes and miſdemeanours, 'till 


judgment be firſt given upon the articles for high-trea- 
fon ; which, after a ſmall debate, was carried in the 


affirmative. Then another motion was made, and 


the queſtion put, that the Lords do give to the Com- 


mons, reaſons for their Lordſhips adhering to their for- 


mer reſolution : Which was alſo carried in the affir- 


mative; notwithſtanding the oppoſition made there. 


to by the Lord Harcourt, and ſome other Peers, 
who urged, That ſuch a condeſcenſion was derogatory 
to the prerogatives of the Peerage ; and a Committee 


of Lords was appointed to draw up the ſaid reaſons. 


The 


ſhips mean by admitting the Commons to proceed 


A. 1717. D EFT ES.” « 
The next day *, the Lords ſent a meſſage to the 
Commons, deſiring them to continue fitting for 
ſome time; with which the Commons having rea- 
dily complied, another meſſage was, ſoon after, 
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ſent to them from the Lords, 10 defire a preſent con- 


ference in the painted Chamber, upon the ſubjeft mat- 


ter of the laſt conference. The Commons agreed al- 


ſo to this conference, wherein the Lords delivered 


their reaſons, for adhering to their reſolution, to the 


managers of the Commons, as follows. | 


Their Lordſhips, in order to preſerve a good 
correſpondence with the houſe of Commons, 


as lies in their power) have deſired this conference 
upon the ſubject matter of the laſt conference, and 
have directed us to acquaint you, that their Lord- 


G M K a K 2 


juſtice, to order and direct ſuch methods of pro- 
* ceeding, as ſuch court ſhall think fit to be obſer- 
have no influence to the prejudice of juſtice ; and 
* where ſuch methods of proceeding are not other- 


* wiſe ſettled by any poſitive rule. The power of 


< judicature on all impeachments being a right un- 
gqueſtionably inherent in their Lordſhips, and it 


not being determined by any poſitive rule, he- 


ee 
reaſons in 
ſupport of 


(which they ſhall always endeavour to do as far their reſolu- 


tion. 


ſhips judge it a right inherent in every court of 


x 


ved in all cauſes depending before them, which can 


ther the houſe of Commons may proceed to 


© make good the ſeveral articles exhibited for miſ- 


© demeanours, in fuch order as they ſhall think fit, 


before they proceed to make good the articles ex- 
hibited for high-treaſon; and there being no pre- 


A 


* cedent where the Commons, upon the trial of 


any ſach impeachment, attempted to proceed in 
the firſt place, to make good any of the articles 


< contained in ſuch impeachment for' high crimes 
and miſdemeanours; their Lordſhips, confidering 


« the nature of the impeachment now depending be- 


© fore 
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PARLIAMENTARY A.1717. 
fore them, and the method wherein the managers 
for the houſe of Commons were beginning to 
proceed upon the trial, to make good the firſt ar- 


ticle thereof, which is a charge for high · crimes 


and miſdemeanors only; and alſo conſidering, 
the very different methods of proceeding on an 


impeachment of a Peer for high-treaſon, as well 


before as upon the trial thereof, and the circum- 
ſtances attending ſuch a trial, thought themſelves 
obliged to come to the reſolution communicated 
to the Commons on the 24th inſtant, as well for 
the doing juſtice in the caſe depending before 
them, as for the preventing a new precedent to be 
made on this trial; in conſequence whereof, a 


new and unjuſtifiable form of proceeding againſt 


a Peer, upon an impeachment for high-treaſon and 
high crimes, might be introduced at his trial up- 
on thoſe arcicles in which he is charged for high- 
crimes and miſdemeanors only, to the prejudice 
of the Peerage of Great. Britain in all time to 
come, viz, The trying a Peer on articles for 
high crimes and miſdemeanors, without the bar, 
the detaining, in cuſtody a Peer fo accuſed, and 
repeated commitments of him to the Tower, dur- 
ing the time of ſuch trial, and ſubjecting a Peer 


to as ignominious circumſtances on his trial, on 
articles for miſdemeanors, as if he was then on 
his trial on articles for high-treaſon : Whereas a 


Peer on his trial on articles for miſdemeanors on- 
ly, ought.not to be deprived of his liberty, nor 
ſequeſtered from Parliament, and is intitled to the 
privilege of fitting within the bar during the 
whole time of his trial: In all which particulars 
the known rule of proceedings in ſuch caſes may 
be evaded, ſhould a Peer be brought to his trial 
on ſeveral articles exhibited againſt him on high- 
crimes and miſdemeanors, and for high-treaſor 
mixed together, and the Commons be admitted 


10 


RO RE Ds oo ie ee. og Io oO A 6G 6 "Rs 


to proceed in order to make good the articles for 

high crimes and miſdemeanors, before judgment 
be given upon the articles for high-treaſon. Their 
Lordſhips have fully conſidered the matters offer- 
ed to them by the houſe of Commons at the laſt 
conference, relating to the proceedings againſt 
© Robert Earl of Oxford and Earl Mortimer; and 
their Lordſhips are fully ſatisfied, that the reſo- 
< Jution they have taken and communicated to the 
Commons on the 24th inſtant, is juſt and reaſon- 
able; and that the houſe of Commons are not put 
under any real inconvenience thereby, in carrying 
on their preſent proſecution. Their Lordſhips 
have commanded us to let you know, that they 
do inſiſt on their ſaid reſolution, viz, That the 
Commons be not admitted to proceed in order to 
make good the articles againſt Robert Earl of 
© Oxford and Earl Mortimer for high crimes and 
< miſdemeanors, till judgment be firſt given upon 
the articles for high-treaſon.” 7 | 


Mr Carter having reported the Lords reaſons 
to the houſe, it was reſolved, to take the ſaid re- 
port immediately into conſideration. Hereupon a 
meſſage was brought from the Lords, to acquaint 
the Commons, That they had ordered Robert Earl 
of Oxford, Sc. to be brought to the bar of their houſe 
in Weſtminſter-Hall he next morning, being Satur- 
day, the 29th of this inſtant June, at eleven o'clock, 
* «2h to proceed farther on the trial of the jaid 
arl, | | | 
This was very ſurprizing to the Commons, who 
thereupon ſent Mr Young with a meſſage to the 
Lords, 10 deſire that their Lordſbips would continue - 1 
fitting for ſom? time; which the Lords having [ 
readily agreed to, the Commons took their Lord 
ſhips reaſons into conſideration, and then reſolved, l 
That a free conference be defired with the Lords upon n, ne a 
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the ſubjelt matter of the laſt conference, EE red by the 
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Mr. Pelham, who was ordered to go to the Lords 

and deſire the ſaid free conference, reported the next 

Jure 29, morning *, that having performed that order, the 
Lords anſwered, That they would ſend an anſwer by 
meſſengers of their own. The ſame day, the Lords 
took the deſire of the Commons of a free conference 
into conſideration, and after long a debate it was 

. reſolved, That the ſubject matter of the laſt con- 

by theLores, © ference, concerning a point of judicature deter- 
© mined by their Lordſhips after trial began, their 
© Lordſhips did not think fit to give a free conference 
on the ſubject matter of the ſaid conference, as 
was deſired by the houſe of Commons.“ The 
Lords would have ſent that evening a meſſage to 
the Commons, to acquaint them with this re/o/u- 
tion: But the Commons having timely notice of it, 
immediately adjourned till Monday the iſt of July. 
The Lords having on that day ſent a meſſage to the 
Commons, to acquaint them with the ſaid reſolution, 
and withal, That their Lordſhips had ordered 
* Robert Earl of Oxford and Earl Mortimer, to be 
brought to the bar of their houſe, in Veſtminſter- 

Hall, that very Monday at eleven o'clock in 
* the forenoon, in order to proceed farther in the 
trial of the ſaid Earl.“ The Commons, there- 
upon, ordered their Serjeant at arms to ſummon the 
members in Yeſtminfter-Hall, court of Requeſts, and 
places adjacent, to attend the ſervice of the houſe ; 
which done, it was reſolved, nemine contradicente, 
That a conference be deſired with the Lords up- 
vn the ſubje& matter of their Lordſhip's meſſage, 
relating to the free conference deſired by this 
© houſe;? And ordered, the Commitee, or mana- 
gers, immediately to draw up reaſons to be offered 
to the Lords at the ſaid conference, At the ſame 
time, a meſſage was ſent from the Commons to the 
Lords, by Mr. Gibbon, to defire their Lordſhips to 

defer ' their going to Weſtminſter-Hall for ſome 


lime; 
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time; and Mr. Carter having, from the managers, 
reported the reaſons by them drawn up, the ſame 
were agreed to, and Mr. Craggs was ſent to the 
Lords to defife the faid conference. Some time 
after, Mr. Gibbon reported, That the Lords would 
« defer going into Weſtminfter-hall for ſome time, 
as was deſired by the Commons; And Mr. 
Craggs alſo reported, © That their Lordſhips agreed 
to a conference, and had appointed the ſame pre- 
« ſently in the painted Chamber. Hereupon, the 
managers of the Commons went to the ſaid confe- 
rence,” and being returned, Mr. Carter, reported, 
© That they had delivered the reaſons directed by 
© the houſe to the Lords, as follows. © - 


he Commons having taten into conſideration your The Com- 
* Loradſhips meſſage, viz. That your Lordſhips did not , 
think fit to give a free conference on the ſubject Lords rea- 


ſons, 


matter of the laſt conference, as was deſired by the 
Commons; and they being ſtill deſirous, to the ut- 


£ moſt of their power, to preſerve a good correſpon- 


©, dence with your Lordſhips, have aſked this con- 
* ference; and have commanded us to acquaint your 


* Lordſhips, that they are very much ſurprized to 
find your Lordſhips deny a free conference, after 


your Lordſhips have already agreed to a conference 
deſired by the Commons on the ſame ſubject mat- 
© ter, and after your Lordſhips have on your parts 
* alſo deſired a conference upon the ſame ſubject. 
© That free conferences are the moſt antient and efta« 
< bliſhed methods for adjuſting the differences that 
have at any time ariſen between the two houſes, 
and, as the Commons conceive, is the only method 
« 05 


« oft im 


peachment of the Commons, That the Commons 
<* conceive clearly, that the ſubje& matter of the laſt 
Wot VE - Li. conference 


. ſerve good correſpondence between them on 

fuch occaſions, which, at this time, is of the high« | 
ortance, becauſe a miſunderſtanding on this 

account would tend to defeat the trial of the im- 
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<. conference is not a point of judicature, but a point 
< relating only to the proſecution of the Commons, it 


* having ariſen before any matter of judgment bad come 


* before your Lordſhips upon the trial, for which reaſons 
* the Commons conceive, that your Lordſhips ought not to 


* have denied them a free conference upon the ſubject 


< matter of the laſt conference.” 


Then a meſſage was brought to the Commons 1 


from the Lords, That their Lordſbips defired the 
Commons to continue ſitting for ſome time; which be- 
ing readily granted, another meſſage came ſoon at- 
ter from the Lords, to defire a preſent conference 
with the Commons in the painted chamber, upon the 
ſubjeft matter of the laſt conference, This was like- 


- wiſe agreed to; the managers of the Commons 


went to the Lords, and being returned, Mr. Carter 


reported, That the Lords did inſiſt to deny a free 


conference. This put the houſe of Commons into 


Mr, Tufnel's 
ſpeech. 


a flame; and it being thereupon ordered, that the 


ſaid report be now taken into confideration, ſeveral 


warm ſpeeches were made on that occaſion by Ge- 
neral Stanhope, Mr. Craggs, and Mr. Tufnel, The 
laſt Gentleman made the following ſpeech. 


Mr. Speaker, Fi. 

Cannot but think the proceedings of the Lords 

very extraordinary upon this occaſion, that, af- 
ter having received the articles as delivered in by 
this houſe, they ſhould now come to a reſolution, 
that the Commons be not admitted to proceed up- 
on the high crimes and miſdemeanors, till judgment 
be firſt given upon the articles for high-ireaſon. 
And here, though unwillingly, I muſt obſerve, 
that the expreſſion made pfe of in their Lord- 
ſhips meſſage to the Commons, to me, ſeems 
very unſuitable to that candor which. they have ſo 
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= remarkably ſhewn upon. all occaſions,..and from 


* whence this houſe might reaſonably expect a 
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more becoming treatment. There's another thing 
-which I cannot but take notice of, which is, that 
after having had conferences with the Commons 
on this ſubject, they ſhould now refuſe a free 
conference, which I ſhould have thought, muſt 
have been the natural reſult of the former, as be- 
ing the moſt probable way to accommodate 
matters 1n caſes of difficulty. The reaſon they 
give for their adhering to their reſolution is, that 
this is a point of judicature which ſolely belongs 
to their Lordſhips ; whereas the Commons ſay, 
it is only a matter of proſecution. And yet, if 
this objection. were good, why was it not equal- 
ly ſo againſt their agreeing to the firſt confe- 
rence? _ 5 11 
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< Notwithſtanding theſe conſiderations, if I could 
be of opinion with thoſe gentlemen who think, 
either that the honour of this houſe is ſo much 
concerned, or that it is ſo eſſential to the rights 
of the Commons of Great. Britain, I ſhould be 
as unwilling as any one here, to contribute the 


don't hear *tis pretended, that there are any pre- 
cedents on either ſide z And I can, by no means, 
© think it of that conſequence which ſome Gentle- 
< men. ſeem, to imagine, eſpecially if there be a 
« ſaving 40 the rights and privileges of this houſe : 1 
ſhould be inclined to be of opinion, that it would 
be better to acquieſce in the method propoſed 


by the Lords, than to let a proſecution entirely | 


drop, which has ſo univerſally raiſed the expecta- 
tions of mankind. Then we ſhould fee, what 
that living. and legal evidence is, which we have 
been ſo often promiſed: from thoſe, in whom the 


houſe repoſed the. greateſt confidence, and if 


there ſhould be any failure in the proof of the 
* high-treaſon, the blame might lie in its proper 


8 place. | 


leaſt towards the betraying of them. But, ſince I 
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1 am very ſorry to find there ſhould be ſuch 


' © remiſſneſs in a proſecution, which was formerly 


carried on with ſo much warmth and wigour. And 
I could wiſh to ſee that ſpirit of patriotiſm, which 
© has hithetto animated this houſe z that juſt reſent- 
ment for our injured country, once more removed, 
© Where is now that publick-ſpirited, diſintereſted 
© zeal; which hen warmed the patriots breaſts ? 
Why is it now grown ſo languid ? Are all thoſe 
« glorious thoughts and heroick ſentiments quite 
« evaporated? How comes it that thoſe who ben 
© felt; and made others too feel, ſuch an intenſeneſs 
© of heat, ſuch a lively emotion of ſpirit, ate now ſo 
calm and undiſturbed ? That thoſe who were ther 
* ſo full of heat and flame, are now fo cold and 
« lifeleſs ? Is the nature of things ſo far altered, that 
what was then the moſt flagrant bigh-treaſon, is 
all 
My concern is for the honour of this houſe, 
which has been ſo far engaged by aſſurances 
of evidence to ſupport the charge. I muſt 
therefore take the liberty to call upon thoſe Gen- 
tlemen who gave them, to extricate us from our 
preſent difficulties : And, I am ſure, we ſhall not 
want their aſſiſtance in an affair where their ho- 
nour is ſo nearly concerned. I call upon them 
the rather, becauſe it is a juſtice which they owe 
to themſelves, it is a juſtice which they owe to 
this houſe of Commons, it is a juſtice which they 
owe their country, their poor, unhappy country, 
© which they have ſo often deſcribed, as involved in 
© the preateſt difficulties, as labouring under the moſt 
* rumons tircumſtances, occaſioned by the ill condut?, 


Lal 
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the pernicious counſels, and traiterons pratiices of 
© the noble perſon now under proſecution ?? | 


It 
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It is to be obſerved, that tho Mr. Twfne! was, 


all along, very earneſt in this affair, yet upon a 


motion made, the ſame * day, by Sir William Ju) 1. 


Strickland, for a bill of attainder, he ſaid, he could, 


by no means, come into that motion. The reaſons he 
gaye for it were, in ſubſtance, * That how neceſ- Mr. fer 
« fary and reaſonable ſoever ſuch a bill might be *< =- 


He! . , 2 gainſt the 
* of another junctur E, he could not but think It UN» attainting of 


© reaſonable now; when, as yet, it was uncertain red. 0 


< what the Lords would do. But that, however, 


he would freely declare his mind on this occaſion, 
< that, notwithſtanding he was convinced, that the 


_ © Earl of Oxford was guilty of the crimes where- 


with he was charged, and, that no man had ever 
* contributed more to the ruin of his country than 
© he had done: Yet, ſince there was a legal proſe- 
* cution begun; ſince that noble Lord had ſubmit- 
ted himſelf to public juſtice ; and conſidering, 
that it is the peculiar glory and happineſs of a 
* free-born people to be governed by known laws, 


he would never give his conſent to a bill, which 


< in his opinion, muſt make the lives, the fortunes, 
and liberties, of the ſubjects of Great-Britarn, 
* ſtand upon ſo unſettled and precarious a foun- 
dation. | 

In the middle of this debate, another meſſage 
was brought from the Lords, 10 defire that the Com- 
mons would continue ſitting ſome time, which the 
Commons agreed to. After this, Mr. Lechmere 
made a ſpeech, wlterein having, among other things, 
lamented the unhappy dilemma to which they were 
brought, either to ſee ſo great an offender as the 


Earl of Oxford, eſcape unpuniſhed, or 10 acqureſce Negative 


in proceeding on his trial in the manner preſcribed by 


the Lords. He ſaid, he thought the latter the more motion to 
_ eligible of the two, with a ſaving to the rights and 
privileges of the Commons; and therefore made a precribed by 
motion for it. He was ſeconded and backed by che Lords. 


Mr, Hampden and ſeveral other members; but the 
5 queſtion 
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queſtion being put thereupon, it was carried in the 
negative. Then a meſſage was brought from the 
Lords, to acquaint the Commons, That their Lord- 
ſhips intended preſently to proceed further to the trial 
of the Earl of Oxford in Weſtminſter-Hall ; of which 
the Commons took no notice; but being ſenſible 
that the Lords would diſcharge the priſoner, Sir 
William Strickland moved, that leave be given to 


Motion for bring in a Bill to inflift ſuch pains and penalties upon 


a bill to pu- 
niſh the Earl 
of Oxford, 
adjourned, 


Robert Earl of Oxford and Earl Mortimer, as his 
traiterous practices, and other high crimes and miſ- 


demtanors do deſerve, and as ſhall be thought reaſon- 


able. A debate ariſing thereupon, the ſame was 


_ adjourned till Wedneſday the 3d of July. 


About ſeven a-clock in the evening the Lords 
went down to Weſtminſter-Hall, where three ſeveral 
proclamations were made for the accuſers of the 
Farl of Oxford to appear, and make good the ar- 


ticles of impeachment againſt him. No body 1. 


pearing, their Lordſhips went back to their houſe, 
where the Lord High- Steward ſaid, My Lords, I 


ppall now ſtate the queſtion, upon which your Lord. 


Hips are to give your votes; it is this, That Robert 
Earl of Oxford and Earl Mortimer be acquitted 
of the articles of impeachment exhibited againſt 
* him by the houſe of Commons for high-treaſon, 
and other high crimes and miſdemeanours, and 
of all things therein contained, and that the ſaid 


La 


< impeachment be diſmiſſed. And then the Lord 
* High-Steward put the queſtion to the Lords pre- 
« ſent, beginning at the youngeſt Baron, in manner 
following. | "1 

My Lord, 


* XY OUR Lordſhip has heard the queſtion 
| ftated, what ſays your Lordſhip, is your 
* Lordſhip content, or not content? | 
All the Lords preſent, were content; | 
| Then 
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Then the Lord Higb- Steward ſaid, My Lords, 
© upon the queſtion ſtated, I am content. My 


A Lords, Robert Earl of Oxford and Earl Mortimer 
is acquitted of high-treaſon and other high crimes 


* and miſdemeanours wherewith he ſtands charged, 
98 by the unanimous vote of your Lordſhips here pre- 
) * ſent.” And the Earl being called to the bar, the 
Lord High-Steward told him, Robert Earl of Ox- 
ford and Earl Mortimer, I am to acquaint your 
* Lordſhip, that your Lordſhip is acquitted of the 
articles of impeachment exhibited againſt you for 
* high-treaſon, and other high crimes and miſdemean- 
© ours, by the houſe of Commons, and all things 
ö * therein contained; and thereupen I am to pro- 
© nounce this judgment, which I pronounce accord- 
< ingly :* It is conſidered, ordered, and adjudged by 
the Lords Spiritual and Temporal in Parliament af- 
ſembled, that Robert Earl of Oxford and Earl Mor- 
timer ſhall be, and is hereby acquitted of the arti- 
cles of impeachment exhibited againſt him by the houſe 
of Commons for high-treaſon, and other high crimes 
and miſdemeanours, and of all things therein contain- 
ed, and that the ſaid impeachment ſhall be, and is 
hereby, diſmiſſed. 1 
Then the Lord High. Steward commanded the 
Lieutenant of the Tower of London, to diſcharge 
his priſoner; and faid, * My Lords, this is all that 
remains to be done by virtue of his Majeſty's | 
* commiſſion, I do therefore declare the ſame to be | 
« diſſolved. | | 5 5 
Upon which the Lord High-Sieward broke his 
ſtaff. | 


On the 3d of Fuly, when the Commohs reſumed | 
the adjourned debate of the Monday before, Sir | 
William Strickland renewed his motion, for leave to 
bring in a Bill zo inflift ſuch pains and penalties upon 
Robert Earl of Oxford and Ear! Mortimer, as Bis 

BY traiterous 


A vote for 
an addreſs 
againſt the 
Earl of Ox- 


| for d. 
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traiterous practices, and other high crimes and miſ- 
demeanors do deſerve, and as ſhall be thought reaſon- 
able. But in this he was ſeconded by none. On 
the contrary, Mr. Hungerford ſaid thereupon, 
That for his own part, he had ever been againſt 
violent proceedings. That in his opinion, where 
< the life, fortune, or reputation, of any man is 
concerned, the Parliament ought to go upon evi- 
< dence as ſtrong and as full as is required in 
* Weſtminſter-Hall , and that he had obſerved, that 
© all bills of attainder proceeded from party piques.“ 
Sir William Strickland being offended at this ſpeech, 
made ſome ſevere reflections on it; and added, 
* That for his own part, he had no perſonal pique 
© againſt the Earl of Oxford; but looked on him as 
an enemy to his country, and ſince the Commons 
could not bring him to juſtice in the ordinary 
< way, they ought, in his opinion, to have recourſe 
to an extraordinary method; for which, however, 
they did not want precedents. After ſome other 
ſpeeches, the Lord Caſtlecomer moved, That an 
humble addreſs be preſented to his Majeſty, ſet- 
ting forth the many great crimes of which Robert 
© Farl of Oxford and Earl Mortimer has been im- 


© peached by this houſe ; as likewiſe.the endeavours 


that have been uſed by the Commons to bring 
the faid Earl to juſtice, in which proceeding, the 
* unhappy differences that have ariſen between the 
two houſes, have diſappointed their juſt expecta- 
tions: and likewiſe humbly to pray his Majeſty, 
that he will except the ſaid Earl out of the a# of 
grace. The Lord Caftlecomer being ſeconded by 


Mr. Young, and the queſtion put upon his motion, 
5 the ſame was carried in the affirmative; and a Com- 
mittee appointed to draw, up the ſaid addreſs. 


teport what they find therein to the houſe, 


Another Committee was the ſame day appointed to 
inſpect the Lords journals in relation to their pro- 
ceedings on the trial of the Earl of Oxford, and to 


On 
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On the 15th of July, the Earl of Sunderland de- 55 

livered to the houſe of Lords, An af? for the King's 

moſt gracious, general, and free pardon, which, about 

three o'clock in the afternoon, their Lordſhips ſent 

down to the Commons, with a meſſage importing, 

That the Lords had accepted and paſſed the ſame, Nemi- 

ne contradicente. The Commons having read the 

ſaid act, paſſed it alſo, Nemine contradicente, and ſent 

it back to the 22 Mr. Attorney- general: But 

an exception being taken at the particular form of The com- 

the meſſage, with which this act was ſent down, viz. gon to cha 

the mentioning the words Neminè contradicente, in- Lords meſ- 
ſtead of the common expreſſion, That the Lords had _ 

agreed to it, and defired the concurrence of the Com- 

mons: A Committee was thereupon appointed to 

ſearch precedents, and to prepare reaſons to be of- 

, fered to the Lords at a conference, upon their Lord- 

ſhip meſſage. Mr. Lechmere, Chancellor of the Aconference 

Dutchy, having reported the ſaid reaſons, the ſame tuo touts. 

were agreed to, and, at a conference, delivered to | 

the Lords,; who, at a ſecond conference, delivered 

to the managers of the Commons their reaſons for 
inſiſting on the form of their meſſage. The Com- 
mons having taken their Lordſhips reaſons into con- 

ſideration, ordered, That the Committee who ma- 

naged the laſt conference, withdraw immediately 

into the Speaker's chamber, to ſearch precedents, 
and 2 reaſons to be offered to the Lords at a 

conference, upon the ſubject matter of the laſt con- 

ference; which reaſons, Mr. Chancellor of the Dut- 
chy having ſoon after reported, the ſame were agreed 
to, and Mr. Comptroller was ordered to go to the 
Lords to deſire another conference. It was then 

about half an hour paſt five in the afternoon; and 
the King being by that time come to the houſe of 

Peers, a meſſage was brought to the Commons by 

the Uſher of the Black- rod, commanding them to 

attend his Majeſty immediately, which they did ac- | 

cordingly; when, after paſſing ſeveral acts, his Ma- 
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jeſty declared from the Throne, that he had ordered 
the Lord Chancellor to deliver his Majeſty's ſpeech 
to both houſes of Parliament in his Majeſty's name 
and words; and the Lord Chancellor did according- 
ly read a ſpeech delivered into his hands by his Ma- 
jeſty from the Throne, as follows: 


My Lords and Gentlemen, | 
I Cannot put an end to this ſeſſion, without ex- 
0 1 preſſing my thanks to you, for the diſpatch 
you have given to publick buſineſs, and declaring 
« the ſatisfaction I promiſe my ſelf in meeting you 
© again early next Winter, with the ſame good diſ- 
< poſitions for the ſervice of your country. The 
< meaſures we have taken in this Parliament, have, 
by the bleſſing of Almighty God, effectually de- 
feated- all the attempts of our enemies, both at 
home and abroad ; and, as the principles on which 
thoſe meaſuresare founded,are equally conducive to 
the ſupporting the juſt rights of the crown, and 
the liberties of the people, I ſhall always perſe- 
vere in them my elf, and diſtinguiſh thoſe who 
adhere to them with the ſame ſteddineſs and re- 
ſolution. | TT 


Gentlemen of the houſe of Commons, 
I thank you in the moſt affectionate manner, 
for the ſupplies you have granted- me; and for 
that conſtancy 1 zeal which you have ſhewn in 
reducing our national debts, notwithſtanding the 
many incidents and obſtructions you have met 
with in the carrying on that great work. As you 
have furniſhed me with the means of diſappointing 
the deſigns of a foreign enemy againſt theſe my 
kingdoms, ſo I cannot but aſcribe, in a great mea- 
ſure, the happy proſpect of our affairs abroad, to 
that publick ſpirit which has appeared in your pro- 
ceedings, and has convinced the world, that no 
* inſinuations or artifices can divert you from yu 
duty 


A.m7. DEBATES. 


duty to your Sovereign, and a diſintereſted regard 


to your fellow-ſubjects. 


My Lords and Gentlemen, 


It is with great pleaſure that I ſee the tranquilli- 
ty of the nation ſo well eſtabliſhed as toadmit of 
an act of grace, which I have long deſired a fit 
opportunity to grant. I hope that ſuch as ſhall, by 
this means, be reſtored to the enjoyment of ſecu- 


. 


« rity, and the protection of thofe laws againſt 


* which they have offended, will have a due ſenſe 
© of this my indulgence, and give me the moſt ac- 


© ceptable return they can poſſibly make me, that of 


becoming friends inſtead of enemies, to their 
country.“ | 


And then the Lord Chancellor, by his Majeſty's 
command,, ſaid, 


My Lords and Gentlemen 


II is his Majeſty's royal will and pleaſure, that 

J this Parliament be prorogued to Monday the 
< twelfth day of Auguſt next, to be then here held; 
and this Parliament is accordingly prorogued to 
Monday, the twelfth day of Auguſt next, 


The End the SIXTH VoLuME. 
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